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2 Debates in Parliament in 1678. 

[The Houfe being returned, after the Speech had been read by 
the Speaker] 

Sir JVinfion Churchill.'] Complained that we cannot fol- 
low the Speaker to the Lords Houfe without hazard of 
our lives, the diforder is fo great, by reafon of crowding. 
— You, Mr Speaker, tell us many great things, declared 
from my Lord Chancellor in his Speech. I defire he 
would give you the copy of what he fpoke to us. 

Mr Powle.] I am one of thofe that ventured myfelf 
amongft the crowd. I am amazed at my Lord Chan* 
cellor's Speech, I take it to be an invedive againft what 
we have done. The higheft cenfures that I ever heard 
of! If we are guilty of it, let us lay ourfelves at the King's 
feet*, if net, let us vindicate ourfelves from the refleftion, 
I think he fays, '^ The King commanded him to tell you 
&c." I think more than once, the thing is of great mo- • 
ment, and till we fee the Chancellor's Speech, we cannot 
proceed. 

~ In a new-Seffion, I would not loft 
y the King's Speech was not read in 
tliis Houfe, nor the Chancellor's. But if they be here, I 
would have them read. If that Speech of the Chancel- 
lor's be not ready to be had, you may read a Bill, and ap- 
point Committeies. I would have no more of that of the 
Chancellor's Speech debated upon, left we have it not at; 
all. I would read a Bill, till the Chancellor's Speech comes. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] The Houfe has no power to 
fend for the Chancellor's Speech. But if the Chancellor 
would impart it, it would give great light to the Houfe 5 
and, in the mean time, I would read a Bill. 

Mr SacheverelL] There is not one Speech of two hun- 
dred years but the fubftance of it is entered in the Lords 
Journal. And if the Chancellor be not fo kind as to 
impart it to ypuj you may have it in th? Lords Books. ' 
And if the Chancellor deny it you, I would fend thither 
lor it. 

Mr. Mallet.] 'Till you have the Chancellor's Speech,- 
you v. culd do well, I think, to read a Bill to regulate his 
Court and his Confcience. 

• A BiJI 
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A Bill for preventing abufes in colle6ling [the duty of J Hearth 
money was read the lirft time. 

A Committee was ordered to infpecft the Lords Journal^ and 
fee what Entry is there made of the Lord Chancellor's Speech^ 
and to report the matter to the Houfe to-morrow morning. 

Friday^ May 24* 

It was moved to take mto confideration the King's Speech . 
and the Chancellor's Speech, but no Order for it. 

Sir Thomas Lee.'] I hear there's an Order for printing 
them, though they are not yet upon. record in the Lords' 
Book. 

Sir Thomas Littleton,'] Till we have that Speech of the 
Chancellor's, we have nothing to go upon. I would ad- 
journ now, and I care not how foon we go upon it, 
' The Bill of Popery of the laft Seflion was called for. 

The Speaker.] The Clerk is not anfwerable for any 
copies of Bills of the laft Prprogation. 

Sir Robert Thomas.] It feems, we muft not touch Upon 
Popery ; that muft not be meddled with. 

Colonel Birch.] Moves for leave to bring in a Bill for 
fecuring the Proteftant Religion againft the growth of 
Popery. 

[Which was ordered accordingly.] 

Saturday 9 May ^^4 

A Motion was made for an Address to the King, to know 
whether we (hall have Peace, or War. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.] I am for feconding the Motion 
for an Addrefs, &c. to know whether we fhall havel 
Peace, or War. The Army is called " our Army/' and 
it may be called " our Peace,*' too. The common news 
is, that Spain has made Peace with the French ; I know 
not whether it be owned by the Minifters of Spain ; I 
know not whether the Emperof or the Princes of Ger-^ 
many are come into the Peace yet. If it be a Peace, and 
they comply with it, I look upoh it as the riloft difmal 
thing that ever Was to our nation. If the Confederacy 
be diflblv^d, there's an end of England^ and how much 
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men by the way of Embden^ from thence to Munfter hy 
land, and fo to Cologn. No man thinks the French 
King can pafs below Cologn^ for the Germans will have 
Tiim upon the lock there. He has no towns on the 
Rhine xhsit way. If they under the Duke of Lorrain be 
not paid, the fault will lie upon the Houfe, if we conti- 
nue not the Subfidies. If this be done by land, no man 
will doubt but we are fuperior to the French at fea, and 
our management, I hope, will be better, and we are not 
fo^mean as to think the French can vye with us at fea. 
They have not fo many men as we, and our coaft is a 
great help to us ; for in the unfortunate Chatham funir. 
mer, had it not been for that unlucky counfel of fetting 
out no fleet (what we fufFered was by that •,) our very 
coaft jjiakes war againft any nation. Therefore I would 
apply to the King to make War with France^ with what 
Confederates he can get together, and we'll ftand by 
him in it. 

Mr Secretary Coventry. 1 I am as much for War with 
the French as any body — You have had as much faid as 
can be in the matter ; but I doubt that fome things are 
not thoroughly thought of. The Duke of Lorrain is a 
generous Prince, and a great foldier. But you go upon 
one fuppolition, that the French King will not conquer all 
Flanders J hefort you can join, &c. If you refolve wpopi 
a War with him, he will have all Flanders before you 
can have your army over, and join forces with the Duke, 
and that way fpoken of will be ftopped. The Germans have 
as brave men as the King bf France^ but the Confederacy 
difagreeing on their quotas, they have already been in dis- 
order. Brandenburg^ Denmark^ Holland^ and Spain have 
failed them, and now will you go about to fupply all 
this defeft ? I would have it well computed what fum 
muft do all this. Holland^ when he treats with you, teUs 
you of feveral quotas for the Indies and the Mediterra^ 
nean. But when you . confider our Plantations,, rich in 
ftock, though not in money, how can they be preferved ? 
And if you leave out Holland^ how will you fupport th^s .^ 

B 3 Thefc 
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Thefe are things of great confideration, and I hope you 
will confider before you refolve. 

Sir Thomas Littleton,'] The Queftion, as I propofed it, 
was thus : " If the King would enter into a War with the 
French^ with fuch Confederates as he could get to fupport 
him, this Houfe will fupport hirii : But if the King, in his 
judgment, think fit to have Peace, we are content. But if 
he enter into War, we will aflift him." — But for Peace, I 
/liall not think it arifes from the Houfe of Commons till I 
fee it. But I would leave all thefe confidcrations to 'the 
King and Council. Leave it there, and in two days it may 
be done, andle^ve it entirely to him. 

Colonel Birch. ] I would very willingly hear from the 
honourable Gentlemen the inconvenience of this motion, 
before I give my confent. Though this arjny was raifed in 
the dark, I would not part with them but in the light. 
This Houfe has, for feveral years, as by fpirit of pro- 
phecy, forefeen thefe things, and been of the fame mind 
as now it is, and fo am I. The danger of the Army, 
&c. has been mentioned ; yet when 1 look them in the 
•face, I would never give conlent that they fliould be dif- 
banded without doing fomething. But if any man can 
propofe (who ftands on higher ground than I) and can 
lell me that we (hall be in a better condition by JPeace than 
by War, FU be of his mind. The fatalnefs of this Peace 
is no new thing, but how it has been driven on by our 
Minifters, you know. But what fhall we do when this 
Peace is made, and the Confederacy at an end } What 
fliall we be fecured from ? The great man fthe French King) 
who keeps his word with no man, except our King ? — 
But when this Peace is made, let the Commons of Eng- 
land Icnow what's next. And if this Peace be more 
chargeable than this War, certainly it is reafonable to ad- 
drefs the King to know in what condition we are in, as 
to Peace or War. 

S\r George Downing.'] Every porter that walks the 
ftreets can tell our condition. But the pai*t of generous 
men is not to lament oyer the misfortune, but to go 
* -» about 
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about to remedy it. Every poft brings us new things. 
^pain is treating with the French King, but the queftion 
is, what (hall we do ? He that can tell you is an Oracle. 
If Peace be, I look upon the Kingdom as undone, and 
Holland ruined. God can remedy it, and can fay to the 
proud waves. Stand ilill at the bank. Then what fliall 
we do } We are moved to make another Addrefs to the 
King. I am never forward in Addrefles, as improper. 
The variety of the thirig is not opened, and we are in the- 
dark, and it is not proper for us to meddle with Peace 
and War, and I am fure money is only proper for us, 
and. no man but^ ourfelves can put his hand into our 
pockets. I know not how to fpeak to this. Though HoU 
land and Spain go not out, this may prompt them to go 
outj unlefs you fiipply what fupport they are deficient 
in, in Germany and Spaiji^ &c. . Now what would you 
do, in this matter, proper and honourable for the nation ? 
Let all jealoufies be laid afide, and let common fafety be 
looked upon only. Our houfe is on fire, let us quench it. 
This will recall the Hollander to the War, and encourage 
Spain and Germany^ when they fee we are upon the com- 
mon, bufinefs of France. That, and that, and nothing 
elfe. The King fays not, part with thefe forces till it be. 
Peace or War with France. The not difbanding thefe 
forces you have raifed "will make them think you are in: 
earneft, if provifion be made for paying and keeping 
them. 

Mr Garroway.'\ In this Debate we muft confider our 
condition. We are required by the King to give our 
advice in the Chancellor's Speech. I fubmit Peace and 
War to the King -, but when we are called to give our ad- 
vice, I would know to what. The King of France has 
fourteen millions fterling revenue; and leave him in* 
Peace, what will become of us ? Pray let us not give ad- 
vice upon nothing. We are told of Peace making with 
Holland 2Lnd Spain by the French j biit not a word of the 
Confederates. What hand have we had in the Peace, is 
a fad refledlion. Iwill not go back — But addrefs th<* 
King, that we inay have light to give advice upon. 

B 4 Sir 
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Sir John Ernly.'] As to Spain^s making Peace, I fear it ' 
' is. not in our power to make it better, or worfe. Spam 
' has been offered fupply from England and Holland^ and 
has not accepted it, which makes me (tumble at it, and 
what France parts with to Spain^ he will have again, firft 
or laft. But I would gladly know how the King can tell 
you, whether it will be Peace, or War ; for I caniiot tell 
you. The King tells you, " he had rather have War,** 
and fo would I. If the Spaniards deliver up to the Fnncb 
this great town, then our men are loft, and I fear we 
fliall give them opportunity to break the League, for they 
(Holland) will fay, " France can proteft us, and you can* 
, not." And that will be a Commonwealth's principle, 
to take him that can beft proteft them. In my readings 
when the King has afked advice of this Houfc, they have 
referred it to the King and his Council ; but now the 
King afks it, with expeftation of an anfwer. Therefore 
I conceive now, that the King has War and Peace in his 
power, and fo have the States,^ &c. and I think it not 
advifeable to do any thing to put the Dutch upon going 
out of the league ; and as we defire to be farther enlight- 
ened, fo muft the King, before he can give you an 
anfwer. 

Mr Vaughan,'] It feems, fparing to over-run the re- 
mainder of Flanders is merely a compliment from the 
French King ; if fo, it had been well that we had not 
been deluded. Now you are trufred, becaufe you are? 
fiippofed to be the coUeftive Wifdom of the nation. You 
have pafled a Bill, upon the dnfe of the nation, for a 
War with the French King, and a confluence of people 
in arms thereupon (hows you the fenfe of the nation, 
When we go home into the country, we (hall be alked, 
*' Is the Army difbanded ? why had we not a War ? and 
why gave you our Money ? " In Henry VIIIth*s time 
it was confidered, upon the diffolution of the monafte- 
ries, that the ends of their foundation were piety, abfti* 
nence, continence, &c. Thofe who would diflblve them 
found out the" contrarj^ luxury, impiety, and incontir 
pence. If you make yourfelves unfit to fit here now^ 

youM] 
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you'll make yourfelves unfit ever to fit here, or any other 
Parliament more. What good Bills have we done fince 
we met ? They have been all flified by a Prorogation. 
Next we have given the people's money, - and they ex- 
pedted fome good laws. I fpeak this, that you may leave 
yourfelves under fome good charafter, p be acceptable 
to the nation. Rather than have this baffle put upon 
the nation, I would go to War upon myfelf, if I could 
prevent it. 

Sir Robert Sawyer.] I think the Houfe will never go 
back from their opinion of a War with the French •, but 
if fuch a Confederacy may be made to bring France to 
its bounds, I am for it \ but if fuch a one as mufl leave 
England to fhift for itfelf, it is the mofl difmal thing that 
ever was done. Unlefs there be a pgrfeft unanimity in 
this Vote, as it were with one foul, it will be the mofl 
tlnhappy thing imaginable. There ape many jealoufies 
in "the management of affairs, and I hope very falfe — 
The King, in his Speech, offers fomething towards what 
you are upon •, and I know not what better mediod you 
can take. It will be a difficult point to give advice, till 
you know whether it will be Peace, to provide for keep- 
ing up thefe forces — Unlefs the Confederates be taken in, 
if we refolve on War, or fuch a Peace bs England may be 
fafe from France — In order to that, I would confider the 
King's Speech. 

Sir Thomas Lee.'] You are told of ^' fears, and jealou- 
i5es of a Peace, and the ruin of the kingdom •," and all 
this is, England cannot be fafe without a War, and with 
a Peace with France. Sawyer tells you, " not to difband 
th$ Army till there be Peace j" and fo England is to keep 
an Army here, and fhip the Parliament out of town, and 
make a Peace. I fee not how we can do that, nor make 
any provifion for the Army, till we know what's to be 
done with the Army. I would have them employed now,- 
lefl, when there is occafion for them another time, no 
men will come in. There's great danger to baffle them* 
This is not an ordinary proceeding. You voted the King 
money, at the King's defir^, for a War, and did appro- 

4 priate 
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priate it for an aftiial War with France ; and if there be 
no War, there's a perfedl breach of both your words. 
And how will the kingdom truft either of you hereafter ? 
But there's another difficulty ftitks with me. At the be- 
ginning of the Seffion all was War : At the latter end of 
the Sdffion, when we fhould only declare War, and when 
a prohibition of French commodities was made, and an 
appropriation of the money to a French War, which an- 
gered the French King, then we were prorogued. If this 
had been before, the Lords might juftly have faid, " we 
are not ready to enter into it." This might have been^ 
told you, before pafling that Bill, that we are ftanding 
, in this condition ; that the War could not be proclaim- 
ed, and the Dutch would not (land to it, only the Ger^ 
mans. And now we are come to it, the Spaniards are 
going out of it : And if you vote another fum for the 
Confederates, I know not whole turn it is to go out of it 
next. We have not feen jthe Alliances, and I wifh that 
thofe have that Ihould have feen them. I fee no harm 
therefore in this Addrefs moved for, to the intent we 
Ihould pay this Army. I would gladly know what die 
King's pleafure is (that we may not invade his royal 
Power) how he (lands in this matter of Alliance with the 
Empire alone, whether it is the King*s pleafure to en- 
ter into the War alone ? I think, is a fea(bnable que- 
llion. But how wife and how fafe to do it, lies in the 
Kin^ and the Council. And when once 'tis told you 
that it is a War, there will be as few fears and jealoufies 
as ever 5 but if it be Peace, I know not how you can 
fmother them. Such an Addrefs moved for may be for 
your fervice ; and fuch a one I am for. 

'Mr Secretary JVilliamfon.'] The States have agreed on 
a deputation to the French King at Ghent^ from Nime^ 
guen. The errand is only to a(k aCeflfation of Arms for 
fix weeks, to confult their allies, not to treat a word of 
Peace. If that be granted. Peace or War will dill b^ 
uncertain. If you make your application upon that 
point, I fee not how the King can give you any farther 
anlwer. If the King Ihould fay " yes, he's for the War, 

&c/' 
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Sfc." that's the high way for Holland to go out of it, 
againft his obligation. In either cafe, if you go to the 
King with that queftion, you can have no other account 
of it, but that 'tis uncertain in the whole. Now fince 
you are in a ftrait and difficulty what to advife the King, 
ypu may think of fome fupport for thefe m^n that have 
been raifed, in the interim. They are ftill on this fide 
the water, becaufe there is not, money to fend them over, 
^nd Spain hasfaid, " v/hattvzr Holland fliall propofe, they 
will confent to/' 

Sir Thomas Meres, 1 It is difficult to form this Que- 
ftion, therefore bold in me to offer a Queftion. But I 
will propofe that which was firfled and fcconded, and is 
now become a. Queftion, viz. "That an humble Ad- 
drefs be made to his Majefty, to know from his Majefty 
the ftate of affairs as to Peace and War •, and that if his 
Majefty will enter into a War with the French King, with 
the affiitance of the Emperor, and fuch other of the 
States and Confederates as his Majefty Ihall think fit, 
this Houfe will fupport him in it : But that if his Ma- 
jefty fhall not think fit to enter into a War with the French 
King, that his Majefty would be pleafed to difband the 
Army." 

Mr Sachever ell.] It is a fad thing to me to confider, 
that, after a Parliament has done all they can, and fo 
often invited the King to fupport him in this War^ all 
hcgotiations are contrary to it ; but what fticks moft 
with me is, that the King fhould pafs a Bill for money 
for an a6tual War, and yet treat for Peace. Thole per- 
fons hindered a Declaration of War that put us ypon a 
Ceflation, and would have you keep up your Army with- 
out end, and pay them. . I would liave them paid to the 
full ; and I believe them to be too much Gentlemen to 
defire to ftand in the nation, without employment. But 
for a Ceflation of Arms only for Spain^ and Holland, and 
not the Empire, it feems to me to be prepared in this 
Houfe, that the King can give you no anfwer. And 
yet you muft give money to fupport this Army, who 
have opprefled the nation. Shall we be kept fix or eight 

weeks 
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weeks longer together in fufpenfe ? What cfFeft can we 
Jiave of it ? and hope that the Parliament will put up 
that now from the Minifters which, the laft Selfion, they 
would have fcorned ? Let it not be forgotten that they 
have expofed this Houfe, who have given money even 
in the dark. Therefore I am for putting it upon the truth, 
to know whether we Ihall have Peace, or War. We in- 
vade not the King's Prerogative when we defire to know 
it, for the good of him, and his people. And I de* 
fire to know how we ftand, as to Peace, and War. Be- 
fore that, WT can give no advice. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] If the Addrefs run, *' That the 
King (hould take fuch Confederates as he can get, arid 
we ftand by him, &c." it will be faid, " Let him (it 
may be) with what petty Princes of Germatiy he can get." 
But the word " Empire" I look not well upon* If with 
Bavaria^ Holjlein^ and Gottorp^ &c. this the Empire is 
not in. " The Emperor" is a good word " and fuch 
other Confederates as can be got." Allow fitting liberty 
to thofe that are to form the Addrefs, and they may 
confider it. 

Mr Swynfin.'] It may be my ignorance, but I corifefs 
I have but a dark underftanding of the Queftion pro- 
pofed ; for I confefs 1 underftand no efFeft of it, whe- 
ther you*ll difband, or not difband, the Army. If you 
cannot make a War, you muft go into Peace, but *tis 
none of your Peace. And I would not have it of your 
making, as I fear you*ll do by this Queftion. Why 
Ihould you defire to know what this Peace is ? Therefore 
I would let the point of Peace alone, and aflc no Que- 
ftion about it, for fear of making it your Peace. Buj: I 
fear we overlook wliat the King has told us in his Speech. 
Lay that, and what he has formerly faid, together. He 
opened to you a League ofFenfive and defenfive with the 
States General^ but nothing towards War in it. You 
are told, " that fince, the Dutch are gone upon other 
t( rms, and that Spain is come into them." And onTuef- 
day you were told by the King " they are violently going 
into Peace." What can be more plain to you than 

Peace ? 
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Peace ? I would never elfe have you difband this A rmy. 
That's plainly before you, and I believe you will be told 
no farther of Peace, or War. We know fufEcient, un- 
lefs you will run yourfelves into farther fnares. You can- 
not expeft an anfwer from thofe States and Princes till 
fome time, and till then the Army muft be in being. 
Our >Adilrefles have brought this Army ypon us. But 
whttt moft reflefts on the honour of this Houfe is, that 
thefe men were raifed for an adlual War with France by 
us, and here is no War, ^nd we fit ftill. Upon the whole, 
going to the King will entangle us yet moit about Alli- 
ances with the Confederates. Difbanding the Army pref- 
fes us, though raifed contrary to ouf defires. All the rife 
you gave it was for an a£lual War •, but now 'tis raifed, 
you fit ftill, and make no ftep forward towards War 
with xht French, Unlefs you will make yourfelves a par- 
ty, are you not obliged to confider the difbanding them I 
If not, you make them yours. You muft either give 
money to pay them, or difband them. I move there- 
fore to adjourn the Debate till Monday next, and then 
confider whether you'll difband, or keep them up. 

Mr SacheverelL'] I fear we fhall have no War effeclual, 
and therefore I would have no obligatory thing in the 
Queftion. 

Sir Thomas LittktonJ] I would never go into any ad- 
vice to the King, but oblige ourfelves to fupport him in 
it. , If the thing be of that nature as to fend to Vienna for 
it, I am againft it. But all agree that the AmbafTadors 
here have full power to treat, and a few hours will tell iis 
of it. And it is pernicious to dift)and the Army till that 
be known. 

^vc William Coventry P\ I Ihould have been glad if the 
Houfe would have incHned to adjourn the Debate. No 
man knows how much light a day would give, when every 
poft from Spain^ Holland^ Germany^ and France^ may give 
new lights to this matter. I confefs, I cannot come up 
now to matter of War, though formerly I was as much for 
it as any man. My lights, that I goby, are thefe : Holland is 
^ing out of the War, and Spain is io muck towards it, 
# that 
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that he has fent his refignation to Holland. Germany remains 
only in the War \ and fliall we rely upon a people of (b 
' dull a temper, whom we fee doing nothing towards a- 
Peace for themfelves ? I acknowlege the truth, that the 
Emperor's Minifters here may h^ve power to treat, &Ci 
but it is not what his Minifters do here, muft make a 
League. It muft be ratified by the Emperor. Is it rela-. 
fonable to think that the Emperor will go out ? He has 
refol ved to go into Peace. Now all his Allies have left * 
him, fhall not we, by joining with him, help him to 
make his conditions more fpeedily ? I am afraid that the 
other fupports the Emperor had, have left him, as Hol- 
land^ Spain^.&cc. and he believes us not fo fteady as to be 
willing to take us by the hand. Thefe things induce me 
to believe^ that we are not fit for fuch a War. When 
the thing was plain, then we were, without doubt, ready 
for advice ; but in the darknefs we are in, we muft bc- 
wholly led by the King. To have an Army here, when 
of no ufe for what it was defigned, creates fuch jealoufy, 
th^t it is a means to rob the King of the hearts ot his peo- 
ple ; and may make him lofe that fupport, when really . 
tjiere is occafion for it. The King may fee lights for a 
War, which we fee not. Therefore I would addrefs the 
King, *' That, if he fee no caufe to purfue the War 
againft the French^ he may pleafe to dift)and the Army." 

Mr Bofcawen. ] I am one of thofe that did ike the Peace, 
but yet I would not take it upon our backs, becaufe our 
backs are broader than others. 1 take not the Spaniards 
nor Hollanders to bemad men to make Peace without us. 
1 nm not for putting it off^ for a day longer. I would . 
make an end of the thing now. If it be Peace, we fhall 
fee it, and the Army may be dift^anded, and we fent 
iiome, after a chargeable attendance here. 

Mr William HarbordJ] When I refleft upon what this 
Houfe has done to prevent the greatnefs of the French - 
King, and yet that he has almoft over-run Flanders^ and 
almoft overcome Sicily^ I admire how we can engage this . 
kingdom in a War with France. A s for the Army, t 
' would life them like Gentlemen, and would ufe them 

honour- 
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honourably ; you may foon enough have occafion to ufe 
them again againft France. But I do not expeft it, as 
long as thefe Gentlemen are at the helm. Spain did of- 
fer pphibition of French commodities, and fo has Hoi- 
land. And if War could not then be made, I expe<5t it 
not now. Therefore, I would add the words to the 
Queftion, of " difbanding the Army/* 

Mr Secretary PVilliamfon.'] You are told of a Memo- 
rial, " That the Hollanders and the Spaniards would join 
with us in a prohibition of French commodities." Every 
tree in St Jameses Park has echoed it. 'Tis certain, that 
for months and years the Dutch Minifters have preached 
up the poverty of their nation. I came to them to w^fli 
my hands of the fuccefs ; as a private perfon I told him, 
*' I was amazed to find his mafters fo changed in their 
opinions, and his mafters muft pardon me if I Ipoke it, 
that for years together they have fpoken of prohibition 
of the Frenth trade, and now they make a difficulty to 


enter into it.*' 


Colonel Birch.'] I would Ihow that this very money 
you have given has been ufed towards Peace. I would 
let the world fee that you are unchangeable ; and would 
therefore have that addition to the Queftion. 

[The Queftion for adjouming the Debate wa^ carried in the 
affirmative, 195 to 1 76. J 

Monday, May 27. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] A Gentleman (Mr Mallet) 
has told you " that I fliould fay *M had rather be guilty 
of forty murders, than that the War fhould not go on.** 
(See vol. V. p. 9.) I faid no fuch thing, I am of the fame 
opinion ftill that I was of then, that it is the happieft: 
thing, and moft neceffary for the nation, that the War 
Ihould go on v/ith France^ that can be. I look upon it 
as the dired intereft of our country > only this 1 did fay, 
*' I had rather be guilty of an hundred murders, thaji 
be guilty of not entering into the War/' And I cqncei - 
ved myfelf guilty of all the murders oi Alface^ rather 
than that I would not willingly enter into the War, with- 
out 
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cut being fortified with Alliances. We cannot tell you 
whether it will be Peace, or War; but the French King 
has accepted a Ceflation of Arms, but not fuch a one as 
Holland vfould have. The French would not accept of fix 
weeks Ceflation •, but only from the middle of July to the 
beginning of Auguji^ and they are likely to agree. But 
hitherto, or whatever is done underhand, I know not. 
You have been told, ''•that the Duke of Villa Hermofa 
will not fever from Holland.^^ The Envoy of Spain hath 
given in a Memorial this morning, which I have in my/ 
pocket, defiring tis not to difband the troops of England^ 
for his Mafter is utterly undone if we do. This is all 
we know ; but the Allies have not imparted to the Pub- 
lic Minifters any refoKition to accept of a Ceflation. The 
King of Spain has accepted fo many Englijh forces ; now 
whether you will have him part with them, when the ho- 
nour and reputation of the nation will be expofed in do- 
ing it, I leave it to you. 

Colonel Birch. ^ I am almofl afraid to fpeak, when I 
fee the Houfe in fuch a filence. I am one of thofe that 
earneftly prefled, on Saturday^ not to adjourn the Debate. 
Now what has fallen from Coventry makes a far greater 
neceflity for the Queftion •, now the matter is abundantly 
clearer. He told you of " a Memorial from the Spanijh 
Envoy not to difl3and, &c." It would not elfe be fenle, 
if the Confederates do not continue the War. The Spa-^ 
niard has given jup the Treaty to the Dutch^ and the 
Duicb will do' nothing without their Allies j and I do not 
hear of this ceflation by the Emperor. If the DuUfi 
agree to.it, 2indi Spain confents to it, I do not fee how>r^ 
England is fecured all this while by guarantee^ from being 
attacked by the French^ when they have made their Peace, 
and fee us not provided for. I would have nothing to 
do with jhe Peace ; but I would engage with the Em- 
peror rather than fit down with Peace. Therefore now 
is a feafonable time, and confident with our duty, to 
make, an humble Addrefs to the King (for this is a new 
Parliament by Prorogation) '* to join with the Emperor 
againft France.*^ That we may do it like perfons that did 

with 
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with reafon before, and with the fame reafon ftill we pur^ 
fue it. I intend only this, " That the King may be hum- 
bly addrefled unto, to fignify to us the ftatc of afifeirs as 
to War, and whether he will enter into confederacy wi^h 
the Emperor, &c. which if the King fee not fit to do, to 
defire him to difband the Army •,** knowing how foul i 
life it is, for any man to command a regiment in time of 
Peace. Had France be^n flopped in its greatnefs four 
years fince, according to our advice, thefe bitter papers 
had never been pinned upon us. Therefore I move " for 
an Addrefs, &c.** 

MtPowle.'] We have little time for this Seffion. * Our 
own affairs, at this time of the year, will call us home, 
and 'tis..like to be a fliort Seffion -, but we are ftill in the 
dark. You are told of " a Ceflation of Arms, defired by 
the Dutchy for ten weeks, hidiChriJimas.^* But by all 
this, I know of neither WarHor Peace ; Ceflation, or none. 
And I believe no man would defire an Army, and no 
War •, no, not the Gentlemen that command. Therefore 
I wcMild have the^ King's Speech read, that we may 
confider what to do. 

b/lv S^vttzTj JVilliamfon.'] You are well put in mind 
to fave time, and hufband it. And I would to God we 
could bring this matter to fome iflue fpecdily ! FU fpeak 
to the moft material point, what to do with thefe troops 
you have raifed, to remove all jcaloufies ; and Gentle- 
men are not clear to judge, becaufe the matter is not cer- 
tain. The difficulty of the choice is this ; if we have no 
' Vfer, why fhould we keep up thefe men ? If we have 
War, then to profecute it. All the Confederates will ftill 
continue in a mind, not to make Peace without confent of 
their Allies. The terms of ** fix weeks CefiatioK, &c." arc 
not accepted, yet another term, from the 21ft of July^ 
our ftyle, to the 27th oijuly^ for Ceflation. There is by 
this, as between a ftate of War, but an aflurance that the 
French King (hall not adt, &c. I fpeak this by way of in- 
formation, as I have it byway of news ; but it looks oddly 
that the King of iT£Z»c^ ihould voluntarily give a still 
STAND to all his forces 5 and though none of the AlHes ac- 
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^Qcpt it, Holland ihalU Ic appears not yet that Holland 
has accepted it, but 'tis much to be fufpeded they wiJI. 
\t jpiay be juftly fufpedted that they have fome ground 
ffoni riolland for propofing it. I am perfuadcd, that both 
the affairs of .Holland are fuch, and of France likewile^ 
that they have but a narrow time to give a rcfolution in. 
vThe King of France is gone back to Parisy which looks 
as if matters were pretty fure. So that the diipofing of 
the Army feems to be the matter of your Debate; a^id I 
ihall never wilh it to be kept one moment longer than 
you fhall think fit. The difbanding it muft coft feme 
timf . My meaning is only this, not to make any offer 
to you, the matter being very nice. 

Mr Secretary Coventry S\ This hour of Peace is more 
critically obicrved by England tlian any time of the War ; 
for we knew in War, &:c. what the French King's great 
Armies were upon, but no\i8' they have nothing to do. 
But I believe the French money does not boil fo high in 
their coffers as to keep up all thefc men ; therefore I 
would confider of it, &c. 

Sir Thomas Lee,] I remember that, the winter before 
he began adlion, iMt French King was along time difci- 
plining his army, which makes me fear we fhall be doing 
fo.. This day's Debate lias ftirred in my thoughts that 
fomething more lies in the way to be done. For my part, 
I am very unwilling to t^ke any Ihare of the Peace upon 
me. I remember that, when we met in January j when 
all thefe forces w^ere raifed, we fpoke of reducing thixigs 
to the Pyrenean Treaty, becaufe that was fuch a Peace as. 
might do Holland's bufmefs, but not England's. But this 
Peace looks to me, as if this great charge of raifing ai| 
Army had been to get Holland a Peace, and not England, 
Thofe Gentlemen that fometjmes give you what little light 
they pleafe, have not told you of any Alliances made with 
the Emperor. If t,he King tells you that it is fit to dif- 
band the Army, I am wilUng to pay for it •, but if it be 
to do Holland's bufinefs, &c. it looks to me plainly and 
really, that there's nobody in the Cefiation but Holland* 
Jt feems to me to be^ truly ^.lVillia7nfon faid» " a ftiU 
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Ibnd.*" This is mig;ht7 news, and I am forry to know that 
thefe things " Hand ftill" till we proceed. I muft needi 
return to this, that I know not what condition we are in^ 
if it be Peace, ftill to make us barriers, and have no Al- 
liance .with the Emperor ! And then when a Peace is 
made, what will the French King do with his army ? Atid 
we muft keep up our Army fo long as he keeps his. Still 
you may have this advantage, that whilft this '* (Kll ftand** 
rnuft be, wc may not have our Army at a " (till ftand,** 
and eat us up. 

MrSGcrttaryfyilliamfon.'] Upon occafion, leveral times; 
the King has endeavoured to enlarge that Treaty for the 
Confederates. Some Gentlemen feemcd to a(k, " Whe- 
ther any other of the Allies were concerned irt the Cefla^ 
tion, &c. ?'* I anfwer, that fome of the Allies are for- 
ward, as Holland ; and the King's minifters inform you, 
i\iz,t Spain is exprefsly, and the Imperialijis allowed the 
propofition for fix weeks ; fo that the Emperor is in 
Ibme degree of a mind with the States. The Lunenburg 
and Brandenburg minifters muft hear farther from their 
matters, ^nd therefore fat, as it were, filent. And this is 
the truth. 

SxtJoIm Ernly.'] What to do with our men, is the 
Queftion. I have not feen fuch an appearance of brave 
men, and I would not difcourage them. I would make 
fome provifion for their dift^anding. 

Lord Cavendijh.] I hope, that, by applying to the King, 
we (hall have a cleaV anfwer, whether Peace or War, which 
is more than we have had from the Gentlemen at the Bar ; 
and till we have fome anfwer of that kind, I know not 
what to fay. Therefore I would make application to the 
King. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] The King has not yet had any 
Memorials of thofe things, nor any counfcl upon it. I 
would willingly know from Lee^ from what Ambaflador, 
Src. he has had his knowledge ? 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I find that accidents do help us. We 
fhould not have known ^Ife^ that thcJEmperor was in the 
cale. 

Q 2 Mr 
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: Mr VaughanJ] I wonder that we (hould know nothing, 
after fo many applications of foreign Miniftcrs. I am 
loth to differ, &c. but 1 am for the Addrcfs. We (land ^ 
ilill bccaufe we have no light. If we have War, 'tis 
a madnefs to difband the Army, and if we have none, a$ 
much to keep them. The Lord Chancellor's Speech tells 
you " of a Ceffation, &c. like to be-," and " that they 
are towards Peace." But I cannot but take nodce there 
is a fault fomewhere. Spain will give Holland no fupply 
of men and money. Why could not we fupply Spain's 
jplace ? 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] If thefe things you afk were 
things the King could refolve, you might have fome light ; 
J^ut they are in anotlier man's power. 

Lord Cavendijh.'] I will make it good, if required, that 
applications have been made to the King by the Confc- 
dierates, to enter into alliance with them. 

Sir "Trevor Williams.'] I am informed, from very good 
•hands, that Count Wallefiein gave in a Memorial, this 
morning, tq defu-e the King to enter into the alliance with 
.the Confederates. 

Mr Secretary WilliamfGnJ] I know of no Memorial he 

•has given in, nor apypower he has to enter into any 

•fuch thing; and the Emperor has agreed to the Cefla* 

:tion. And how. his Minifters fhould be fumilhed with 

fuch a power here, I leave it to you to confider. 

Sir Thomas Unlet on.] As for the Memorial, I can- * 
not make it good, but Coventry fays, " That the .Memo- 
rial for a CeiTation of Arms was from the Spanijb Am- 
.baffadors." There is no great weight or ftrefs to be laid 
tupon their (the Secretaries) words, for nothing is done, 
but by confent, amongft the Ambafladors of the. Con- 
federates. 

Mv Swynfn.] To difpofe of the Army is the matter be- 
fore us, AU information given us without doors, or any 
others, tend principally to that. I would aflc any body 
:Jiere, whether we have adtual War with France^ or any 
thing like it ? ; I have heard nothing of it thefe tysrp poionths. 
Every day informs us of fomething ftill of Peace,, and 
•■ .. ^ :' * take 
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take but that one thing, that the Dufcb have gone towatdsc 
it and the Ceflatiod, that they and the Emperor wotild 
agree to, for moil part of this fummer, can zny. man: 
believe a probabilitji^ of any thing of a War this fum-' 
mer ? This Cefl^tioais in the very heart of adtbn ; and: 
no hiftory does mention but that fuch a Gefladon tends to-: 
wards a final Peace. And I am afraid we (hall find more 
difficulty to rcfolye tD-morrow than to-day; Therefore: 
I would confider what the King has ofl^red you in his* 
Speech. Plainly, 'tis not needful to afk the premifes,: 
when you are plainly told the conclufion, *Tis not fuchi 
a War. as we advifeq, plainly. If it be a War^ the King* 
leaves it to you ; w£iiich plainly convinces me, there is: 
no want of this Army^ to be employed. The King of-; 
fcrt you to disband the Army ; when that is, *tis when, 
there is an univerfal Peace, or towards it. I would clofe 
with the King in it, in taking into confi^ration the dif-» 
banding this whole Army. If you difband them againft 
winter, it will be hard with the common foldiers •, there i& 
em|)loyment for them, now in fummer; and I move that 
the Army, both horfe^and foot, may be forthwith dif-' 
banded. *: 

4 

Mr Powie.^ I would not make more Addrefles to the 
King, till thmgs ar^ in a better temper. I would not 
addrefs in this, nor give any advice in this. We havd 
already ba:cked our advice with fupport, but they have 
forgotten the conditions upon which we promifed our 
Supply, viz. " for an adfcual War with Prance.** And 
now we are going into a Peace, and are called upon ta 
fupport the Army. jThis makes me not fond of Ad- 
drelfes. I fear, that, notwithftanding all our Addrefles 
for War, we (hall have Peace, and thofe pferfons that in- 
tended a Peace, brought the Dutch out of the Confedcr 
racy. Our League oficnfive and defcnfive with the 
Dutch was to loofen them frpm all other Confederacy. 
And next we muft make a fhow for War, and be 
afked fuch conditions from the Dutch, as we cannot 
perform, and that gave them opportunity to do this 
CeflT^tion; and now, we mud difband this Army, and 
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fue for fuch a peace as, with all this expencc we have 
been at, we might liavc had for afking. And do not thefe 
men that have brought us into this pofture defcrve the 
panegyric I have given them ? The; Chancellor, in his 
Speech, charges you fo as malice itfelf could not have 
faid more, 'viz. " That we were the occafion of the lof$ 
of Flanders?* I would vindi<iate oiirfelves from this. I 
fe* the Army muft be difbanded, but I would not have 
that laid upon usj and we have the rcyroach of that from 
fo many gallant men. Therefore I move that we may 
p:efently:addrefs the King» &c. 

• Mr Secretary Coventry J\ T-hc King has offered, that, 
if the States will come in, he would carry it to the Em- 
piiror to join in a league to reduce things as far as the 
Fyrenean Treaty, &c. They made anfwer again, ** That 
the King of Spain had brdcen with them his promifes 
over and ovw' again, and Spain had laid the fault on the 
Duub, and the Dutcb on Spain, and the Emperor on 
both, and they all upon the King and Parliament." 

Mr Faugban.] Many of us here are ill rcprefcnted a- 
broad, (I fpeik to Order.) And as long asperfons can 
fully their King's robes with their own ftains, they think 
ail welt enoiigH. The King can do no wrong, and I 
would have the blame laid where it ought to be. The 
Parliament ftarts not mifcarriages on the King, to re- 
fted: them there, but on his Miniftefs, where they ought 
to be. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'} Call it wk?t you will, have not 
the Treaties the King's fign, &c. ? And they are ratified in 
Holland^ &c. In all places, *tis the King's a£t. His Mini- 
fters make no body of men, for 'tis the King's Treaty, 
and none of his Council's. If there be a fault, and if 
Holland fuffers, it is upon the King, and not his Minifters. 
f One faid prvoateh^ " That's doftriue abroad, not here.-*^ 
For your diflatisfaftion in matters c^f religiori, your fears 
of Popery, and your difbanding the Army, as 'tis a jea.- 
loufy to you it fhould be a ftandinfj Army, {q it is to the 
Council. Sure you'll have an indifferent anfwer froni 
the Kingr about tile Army, untill he: have a certainty, &c. 

Cromwell^ 
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Crvmwdly though he had a Handing army, had tribggh 
to do to keep you quiet. » 

Sir Tbomas Lee.] When the Duke of Buckingham was 
difobliged in Spain^ by the Conde Olivares^ then the S;(tat 
Tvijh match was broken, and the Minifters were then of 
a niind with the Parliament ; it may be fo now. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.'] Faults there arc amongft them- 
felves, but the principal fault was, our advice was not 
followed. I would not have thofe tilings we are told of, 
miflead and blind us. I move, " That an Addrefs be 
made to the King, that he would let us know the ftate of 
Peace, and War ; that if there be no War, the Army 
may be difbanded," : . . . 

The Speaker,] The Debate this day has been radier 
for information than refoiution ; but not in that form that 
I could colleft a Queftion out of it. But it feems to tend 
to this : ** That in confideration of thp chaise and bur* 
den of the Army to the nation, his Majefty w,ould: plcafe 
to employ them in a War againft the French King, and 
you will fupport him in it ; if not, that the Houfe 
will proceed to the difbanding of the Army, &c.'* 

Sir Thomas Uulef cm.] You are told by the Privy Conn- 
fellors, they have not power fufEcient fhown them to giv6 
an anfwer to our meaning, I would have the word 
** immediate" added to the Queftion ; that if the King 
think it not fit and convenient to be done, we may then 
go to other thoughts. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] As it is a Queftion whether 
die wordfhall be added, {q it is a. Queftion whfercabout 
it fliall be placed. The Ceflation is aftually, and the 
Spaniards are comprehended in it. And would you hive 
the .word " immediately" refer to that ? . . - - • 

Colonel Birch.] Lord Cuijendi/b has put the word ill 
the fight place, " that if this be fo, to " immediately'? 
ally with the Emperor." . r 

Sir John Emly.] I do not know whether it will be well 
taken by the King, that you put him upon it " bnhie^ 
diately," or whether the thing can be done j thcftefprel 
would adjourn it till tc^-norrow. 
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Mr Secretary Coventry. ] A Memorial was given in to- 
day, in Spanijhy and is not yet tranflated. And will the 
Houfe have the King ,fo enter into a Treaty, without 
any obligation whatfoever on die other part ? 

Sir Thomas Lee."] You are not going to aik the King 
to go into a more immediate War, nor going into De- 
bate about difbanding the Army; but you are going to 
ask the King to* enter into, an immediate Alliance. For 
War againft the French King, if the Kmg is fit, or not 
fit for it, you may refblve accordingly. If it be a Cefla- 
tion, &c. you may fend your men ; but if you ftay till 
the .Cefiation be ended, it will perhaps be too late. 
This is a defire, not an advice. 

Mr Secretary Williamfon.'] If the King anfwers, " he 
can; or cannot," you have your defire. But fuppofe the 
King anfwers, " he cannot, till he knows from^his Mi- 
nisters beyond fea, give any anfwer," then your Forces 
muft; be kept up. Since Saturday the King has enquired 
into the Imperial Minifter's power. When we have feen 
the Nimeguen Minifters go into the bufinefs of QtSE^on^ 

I cannot fee how the Minifters here can go upon fuch a 
contradiftory foot, as to enter into a Negotiation of War. 

II fee not what iffue there can be of it. 

Mr Garroway.\ Now that it is a doubt whether the 
foreign Minifters have power, &g. what have they been 
for he;re, all this while, and done nothing ? If they have 
no power, let us look to ourfelves, without them. And 
pray let us put in the word " immediately," &c. And 
if they give no anfwer to you, you know what you have 
to do. 

Sir John Trevor.'] I think you are not ripe for the word 
** immediately." I will give my reafon ror it, and^hen 
I hope I Ihall be excufed. I take it not to be a parlia- 
mentary word. It takes away freedom of Debate hercj 
the eflence of Parliament, and I would not take it away 
in anotTier place.' The Minifters tell you, *' the King 
cannot do it immediately." Why fhould you force the 
King, fince it cannot bring you that end you defire ? And 
it being not parliamentary, I am -againft it. 

Mr 
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Mr PowU.'] This is the only word that can give you 
light into this matter. ^ If die King does it not " imme- 
diately," I conclude the King cannot do it at all. 

Siv Robert Sawyer.'] I would not divide the Houfe upon 
the word " immediately/* It will iniply as much as not 
toafiift the King, if he does it ne>t " immediately.** 
*Tis not tanti. Unanimity is wortfi a thoufand " imme- 
diatelies.** 

. Mr VTilliims.'] " As foon as may be.** That's the 
meaning of the word " immediately.** Every thing 
muft have ,the fcnfe of the reafonable underftanding of 
the word,' with all the circumftanccs of the wordj *tis 
not to be underftood eo injlante^ ^c. 

The Queftion was ftated by the Speaker thus : 
Refohedj Thit the Houfe, in cortlideration of his Majefly's 
affairs, and the great charge and burden of the Army upon the 
nation, arehumbly of opinion, thdt if his Majefty pleafes to etn^ 
ploy theth in a War againft the French King, this Houfe will 
fupport him in it: If not, that this Houfe will proceed imme-' 
diately to difbanding the *Army. 

It was moved that the Debate might be adjourned to Thurf- 
day ; to which 

Sir William Coventry faid,] I cannot fit (till and hear it 
called " an irregular Motion.'* *Tis not whether it be 
a good, or a bad Motion, regular, or irregular -, but 
whether we are free to make Motions, or no. Otherwifc 
we are wholly in the power of the Chair, to dilpofe of us 
as he pleafes. 

The Speaker.] This i5 a new Motion^ and you go 
^inft a (landing Order of the Houfe. 

Sir "Thomas Clarges.'] The Speaker ought not to de- 
bate, and difcufs things. It has been debated an hour ; 
but to be confined as the Chair direds, is fuch an im* 
pofition and confinement as is not to be endured. 

The Speaker.] I fpcak nothing but to point of Or- 
der, and what I fay is Order, and muft ftand till the 
Houfe orders otherwife. What is an extraordinary Mo- 
tion is a new one, and is out of Order. 

Sir Thomas Lev.} As the Chair has a right to declare 

Order, 
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Order, fo it has a right to be convifted of a miftake. 
Both the hour and day muft arife from a Motion. 

T^be Speaker taking notice of Coi. Birch^j changing bis 
feat to another fide of the Houfe^ 

Colonel Birch faid,] I wonder the Speaker fhouid take 
notice of my changing fides, when I never took notice 
of the Speaker's changing the Chair. (AHuding to Mr 
SeymourV pretending to beftcky whereas the Courts being 
difpleafed at him^ put Sir Robert Sawyer in the Chair. 
(See Vol. V.) 

The Queftion was. carried for adjournment till to-morrow. 

Tkc Vote, as it was fent to the King by the Members of the 
Privy Council, was as follows .• 

Refolved^ That this Houfe, taking into confideration the ftate of 
his Majedy's affairs, and the great charge and burden that his 
Majefty and the nation lies under by the Army now in being, are 
humbly of opinion, that if his M^efty pleafes to enter into a 
War againft the French King, this Houie is, and always will be, 
leady to fupport and affift him in thatWar : But if otherwife, then 
they will proceed to the confideration of providing for [thefpee-* 
dy] difbanding of the Army. 

Tuefday^ May z%. 

JVIr Secretary Covintry delivered to the Houfe the Kihg's Aft- 
fwer to yefterday's Vote, as follows : 

" Charles R. ... 

** His Majefty having perufed the Vote of this Houfe of die 
27th of May^ hath thought fit to return this Anfwer; That th^ 
Moft Chriftian King hath made fiich offers for a Ceflation^tiU the 
27th of July^ as his Majefty does not only believe will be accept? 
cd, but does ayb[venlyj believe will end in a gcnerjd P6acc : 
Yet fince that is not certain, his Migefty does by no means thinii; 
it prudent to difmife cither FleJet or Army before that time % 
nor does he think [it] can add much' to the charge ; becaufe th* 
raifmg the monev, and paying them c^, would take as long a tim^ 
as that, althougn the fpeedieft difbanding that is poiSble were 
intended. 

** That, in the mean time, his Majefty defires that (bmeSunply 
may be provided for their fubfiftance j • that as hitherto they have 
been the moft orderly Army that ever were together, they may be 
encouraged to continue fo. 

". That 
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** That there is another thing livliich pr^fTes his Majefty with 
very great inconvenieince in . his domeftic affairs ; which is the 
^yafltof [the] 200,OOo/; you promifed to repay him at your 
next meeting after j and which does afFeft that whole branch of 
his re\'^cnue, by having a fifth part taken out of every payment, 
which ihould be apphed to the neceflary ufes of his Hou(hold : 
He does therefore ddire you will immediately apply [yourfelves J 
to- the repayment of that money to him/' 

'* Given at our Court at Irhitehally 
May 2Kl6j8:' 

Debate. 
Serjeant Streete.'] The King tells you of a " CeflTation, 
&c. and believed it will end in a Peace ; and that it isf 
not fafe to difmifs the Army or Navy till that be done." 
I move, therefore, to have it confidercd how to prevent 
the French King doing what he pleafes with the Confe- 
derates. ' 

• Mr Secretary Coventry.'] It is impoffible for the King 
to m^ke any good determination yet. No body can ad- 
vife difbanding the Army till this Ceflation be over, that 
it may certainly be known whether it will be Peace, or 
War. 

.Mr Secretary Williamfon.'] One part of the King's 
Mcflage relates to the Forces; the other to that which 
feemed not certain. Now the King has told you as much 
as he knows. .The matter is fo very preifing, that it 
cannot admit of delay. But there is an offer that Spain 
will go with Holland^ and it looks like a general Peace. 
i Ipeak to this point, that the thing is as prepared for 
yoti, as it can be, in a day or two's adjournment. There- 
fiat lofe as little time as you can, and come to fome re- 
fdlution ; though with no thoughts of continuing the 
Army, but only to provide for their fubfiftance. 
. Mx Cheney.'] It appears to you that there is a Ceflation, 
&c. and probably a Peace will follow. You may, there- 
fore, I think, proceed tathe confideration of difbanding 
the. Army. 

. . Sir Robert Carr.] I fee not but you may go upon the 
King's Meflage now in a Grand Committee, or appoint 
a day. 

Sir 
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Sir Edward Dering.'] How acceptable a thing it will 
be to the nation to dHband the Army you have no ufe of,' 
I need not tell you. As for raifing money for their dif- 
banding orderly, you are to go into a Grand Committee, 
and J would dp it that day moved for, together with the 
confideration how that 200,000/. has been laid out. 

Mr SacbeverelL] I think that the Speaker ftated an ir- 
regular Queftion ; for what was mofvcd for was " Tbmf- 
day to confider the King's Speech." • And you ftate it 
*' to confider the fubfiftancc of the Army." 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I think, Mr Speaker, your dating 

the Queftion to be rather a prevention of the Houle to 

Ipeak, than your belief of it to be the Queftion. 

The confideration of the King's Meflage was ordered for. 
Thurfday next. 

Sir George Hungerford.'] I move that the common high-* 
way of going into a Grand Committee, to confider of the 
King's Speech, may b^ thought of. I aiTure you, as a' 
common high-way, 'tis io worn out by heavy carriages, 
that, 'tis not poffible any thbg ihould pais ; and till it be 
mended, I would go fome other way. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] If you diiband thefe men 
without money, you may quickly have theni Ipoil your 
high-ways. , / 

Obj.] The fame day a Motion is made for a Supply, 
the Houie, by Order, cannot go into a Grand Committee 
for confid^adon of it. 

Sir Wittiam Coventry.'] The beginning of this MeflSige 
being extraordinary, every body fat in the dumps ; and 
this Motion for Supply is as extraordinary, for fubfift* 
ance of the Army. And that muft be determined firftj 
whether dift)anding, or fubfifting. If we can fliow a way 
how money may be raifed foorier for dift>anding, &c. that 
will fatisfy, fure. Another reafon, &c. is, 'tis moved for 
laying up the great Ihips, equally with the land forces. 
The King's Speech is equal to both. It is reafbnable 
that we fhould have time to confider of it ; and I would 
adjourn it to Thurfday. 

Which was done accordingly. 

fburfdayj 
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Tburfdayf May 30. 

The King's Meflfage was read \ (which lee p. 26.) 

Mr Secretary WilliamfonS\ This is asking money to 
favc money. The Queftion is, when you will difmifs 
the Army, and pay ofif the fupernumerary part of the 
Fleet ? *Tis not regular to go into a Grand Committee 
now, the fame day the thing is moved for. Therefore I 
move " that you will fupply the King.'* With limitation 
how much, or what ufes, is another point, and I move 
to confider that now. 

Mr Garroway.'] I fee that all pur expeftation is like 
to be terminated in Peace, and for the probability of it, *tis 
moved that the Army may be difmifled, 8z:c. to fave 
charges. I am willing to go upon it, feeing there are no 
hopes of War, which I would willingly have gone on 
with. Therefore I move that we may agree in the point, 
whether to difband the Army, or no. And I would know 
what they are that are to be dilbanded. I would put in 
** all the Forces raifed fince Micbaelmas laft." 

Mr Secretary Coventry. 1 Do you mean all raifed for 
Carlijley Tangier y and the Plantations, &c. ? Under that 
word " all," thefe will be comprehended. 

Sir William Coventry.'] t would have it, ^* all the For- 
ces raifed fince the firft of December ^ except thofe railed 
for Tangier and Jamaica^^ 

Mr Mallet. '\ I am forry wc are come to this Queftion, 
almoft by neceffity. 'Tis fad news that all ends in Peace. 
I fear 'tis the Peace oi Herod and Pontius Pilate. This 
late Army was raifed, not by the authority, but conni- 
vance of this Houfe. What others defign, I know 
not, but it feared the Allies^ &c. I would give no coun- 
tenance to a (landing Army,, and I would have all the 
Forces dilbanded, except the Militia-, all the Forces 
railed fince the Vote of this Houfe, fome time fince, that 
voted them a Grievance and Terror to the nation. 

Mr Pcwle.] I hope that this "ftill ftand" of Arms 
abroad^ will not be a '^ fiiU ftand" of an Army here. 
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Firft refolve the thing, that the Army be difbanded, and 
then confider of the money to difband them. The intel- 
ligence is, that Maejiricbt is delivered Qp^.and that there is 
a Peace. And I know of no end of keeping up the Army 
any longer, than to habituate us to its Handing for ever. 
Therefore I move for the Queftion. 

Mr Secretary Coventry. ^\\x. is not *' that there is a 
Peace,** but " *tis faid there is Peace.** The States ac- 
knowlege no fuch thing to any body, and will you, 
by difbanding the Army, totally put yourfelves into 
the mercy of the King of France ? As he has done no- 
thing, and will do nothing, till the firft of July^ fo in 
the mean time fhould you draw all your Forces out of 
OJlend and Bruges^ without any warning to the Spaniards^ 
and the King of France take that opportunity, now can 
yon help it ? Now whether you have aflurance enough 
of the French King, or there be a reafon to dilband the 
Army before there be a Peace made, pray confider. 
Therefore I would have, you proceed as the Kir^g inti- 
mates in the Meflage. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] It looks equally ftrange to me, as 
all things elfe have done fince the fifteenth of January^ 
that arguments fhould be for keeping up the Forces, as 
if we were in a War. We are told of *' keeping up the 
Forces zx, Bruges^ and OJtendy &c.** 'Tis ftill forgot the 
concert of ninety fail of' fliips with the Dutcb^ though 
afterwards we were told, it was a propofition only of 
olirs. Though our Forces are there, yet we arc not told 
of any Alliance with th^ Spaniards. And why ftiould 
you be at any charge for the Spaniards^ and have no man- 
ner of Alliance with them, and no prolpeft of War ? 
And yet now we are told of the infecurity of England. 
Where is the fafety then, by not difbanding thefc men ? 
You may fend them to harveft, and retrieve them froni 
the confequences of ill courfes, which difbanding towards 
winter will bring them into. And why fliould they be 
any longer upon your charge, being neither raifed nor 
employed for your fervice ? I fee ho reafon for it. 

Mr Willhims.] Tht inconvenience ef keeping up thefe 

men 
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men is obvious to every one, if it be no more than die 
countenancing them within thefe walls. He that is really 
for removing thefe jealoufies and fears of the Army, is 
for difbanding them, I take the Army merely tq be a 
handle to raife money, and therefore I would difban^ 
them forthwith, 

Mr Booth.] I cannot tell who it is that takes this in- 
duftrious care to create jealoufy between the King and his 
people. The people cannot but believe it is from thofe 
who have been interefted in France. I doubt not but we 
may yet grapple with Frarue^ if we are clearly dealt 
withalL I admire that our Forces fhould be called out 
of all fervices, but the French King's. I cannot imagine 
any hopes of War with France y as long as we have ftill 
that tye with France. I would therefore proceed to dif- 
banding this Army. I cannot give my vote for money 
to pay this Army, for by it you vote it a (landing Army 
for that time. And it may be called for again, to con- 
tinue longer. 

Mr Faughan"] (To anfwer Colonel Stroude, who made a ' 
. doubt whether the Army would dtjhand^ or no.) Put the 
Queftion forthwith to give money, and then Stroude will 
underftand it prefently. 

Sir William Hickman.} If that be a Queftion, whether 
they will difband, or not, I would then the rather have 
the word " forthwith" put in. . 

Sir George Hungerford.] This Army has forced th^ 
Dutch to a Peace •, and that Army that has done fo much 
ill, I would have difbanded. 

S\T Thomas Mercs,'] Stroude*^ words were, ** what if 
they will not difband ?" I fuppofe he means " not with-» 
out money." Neither can they. But as for thie word 
*' forthwith," it cannot be otherwifc meant, than " fo foon 
as the money can be provided for them." Perhaps, 
money may be had fooner than fome think. But for an 
Army to be raifed, to go into Flanders againft the French 
King, and yet to ftay in £«rf Awzi, I would not counte- 
nance fuch an Army for one day. Formerly we were told» 
*' the Army will pay themfelves if they are not paid/* 

but 
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but that has been anfwered fully. As for the great Off- 
icers, they may Ihift for themfelves ; but the poor infan- 
try, who came in willingly to ferve againft the French^ 
muft be encouraged, that you may have them again 
upon any other occafion. 

Colonel Birch J\ I would as unwillingly part with this 
Army, as any body. I had great hopes of fomc efFedb 
of our long defires of leffcning the French King. But 
becaufe we cannot employ them where we would, I would 
not employ them againft ourfelves. It was faid by Saw- 
yer^ " That we may difband them, and have a War.** 
I would therefore dilband them to-morrow. What can 
therefore be put into one QuelHon, I would not make 
two. I would difband and pay them off. Next I move 
that you would confider the day certainly for raifing the 
money. I fee nothing but that *tis a reafonable and fa- 
tisfadory Queftion '' forthwith to difband the Army.** 

Mr Gcrroijcayr^ I would not have it niggardly done, 
but let every man of them go back home with a mark 
of your favour. But the retarding, your good intention 
by thofe who fliall manage it, I would have taken care 
of, in this Queflion, which will lead you into paying them. 

Mr SacheverelL'] I move to reconcile the Houfein the 
Queftion. We agree on all hands to difband the Army, 
anid *tis agreed they fhall be paid. Put the Queftion there- 
fore, " That the Army be forthwith difbanded;** tod 
then go into a Grand Committee to confider paying them. 

Mr Secretary IVilliamfon.'] 1 obferve one thing only 
from your method, &c. The King has laid it to your 
judgment. He" has told you he expe6b y-our opinion'. 
I would have this then, as an humble defire and Addrefi 
to the King for difbanding and paying off the Army. And 
for the form, fomc fuch thing as " That *tis by way of 
your opinion/* 

Mr fFilliams.'] I would have the worcjs tranfpofed, to 
avoid jealoufy of having them paid, and not difbanded. 
If paying be in the Queftion before disbanding, it may' be 
dangerous. TheHoufe isin honour obliged, andthenJ 
is no fear of paying them. 

Sir 
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Sir nomas Lee.] Your opinion is, that it ought to be 
done, and then fome body will move for money to do Iti 
and fo you go orderly into a Grand Committee. 

Sir fViiliam Coventry. ] Confine the Queftion to " thofe 
Forces raifed fince the firft of December.*^ *Tis not your 
meaning to dilband all the Forces of England. 

Sir John TalbotJ] When you difband them, I hope 
you will confider their cloathing, and fome charges whiclji 
the officers ftand engaged for. The officers had but le- 
vy-money only, which in my command did not any con- 
liderable part. I hope you will direft all the Colonels 
to bring you the accounts of what they have laid out. 

Mr Garroway.'] 'Tis not intended that any man Ihould 
be ftripped of his cloaths ; but difmifled with marks of 
honour. 

Mr Pepys.] You are difbanding the Army for the 
Army's fake, but confider the Ships and the men for 
your own fakes. I would have it only laid before you 
as a caution to remember. 

Refolved^ That it is the Opinion of this Houfe, that all the 
Forces thdt have been raifed fince the 29th of September laftt 
except thofe which have been fent to the Plantations, be forth* 
with paid off and din>anded. 

Colonel BirchJ] I would breathe a little from unne* 
ceflkry charges, for I fear the dregs of this War may 
come upon you. I hear of prefling of men every day, and 
this muft be a charge. I defire that charge may be eafed* 
I would know whether any (lores are bought ; and whe- 
ther with Cuftom-houfe-money or Poll-money ? I would 
know why there*s any need of more fhips than a fum- 
mer's guard ? for I hear great Ihips are falling down to 
the Buoy of the Nore. I take the cafe to be— if you Ihall 
be grappled withal, as I know not how foon we may be, 
I would have an hundred and fifty. Every one of them 
to have a warehoufc to a yard of polling, and an inven- 
tory to lie upon it, viz. " There's for firft, fecond, and 
third rates." And your Navy will be ready without flay- 
ing four minutes. 'Tis all one whether you have an hun* 
dred* or ninety, unlefs you take fuch a courfe. And 

\ouVh D "That 
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'* That the King be defircd to put the nation to no more 
charce than for a fummcr-guard of fhips." 
' Mr Peps.l I am fo far from excepting againft my 
wp^thy friend Bircbh motion^ that I thank him. for it. 
.^I^at he moved was^ " not to put the King to more 
charges than for a fummer's guard, &c.'* I have many 
Jxonourable perfons my witnelfes, viz. the Lords of the 
Admiralty, that the King has ordered it already. But 
I could not tell it you without their leave. This was 
Hone before any Debate here of difbanding, &c. But 
there's a growing charge ,upon your hands, which is the 
wages of a great many thoufands of men. On almoft 
all the fea-coafl, eaftward,. northward, and weftward, are 
near eighteen thoufand fcamen, and no man ever could 
think of fo many for a fummer guard. As for the ftore- 
lioufes, if Birch would go but to the yards, he will find 
them as ftriftly kept as any account of his money in his 
pocket. This is fo ftale a thing, that it was done before he 
was born, or his father. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I would not clog the drlbanding of 
the Army with any thing elfe •, but it would be well if the 
embargo was taken off the merchant fhips. 

Sir John Ernly.] The Fleet and the Army come to 
forty thoufand pounds a day. The charge of the land and 
naval Forces have eaten out all your Poll-bill, of which 
you may have a particular account when you pleaie. 

The Speaken ] The paymentscrf* the Army will give you 
an account of what's already paid, and what remains due. 

Mr Papillon.'] In reference to the Navy, if there be an? 
order for taking off the embargo', I am fatisfied. But 
trade has been at a ftand by it, becaufe men are flopped* 
There's a difference betwixt landmen and feamen. The 
landmen know not whither to go for employment. But 
feamen will increafe wages upon you. Seamen will 
be glad to have tickets, that they may ferve in the mer- 
chants fervice. 

Mr Pepys.] I will only make a repetition of what \ 
thought I faid plainly. The taking off the embargo will 
be confirmed at the Council-table, for there it muft be, 

^nd 
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■ and I would remind you only how much work this mat-' 
ter of tickets c6ft you formerly. I would, for faving 
your reputation, have them paid off without tickets. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.^ If the embargo be taken off, the 
feamen will come out of their lurking-holes, and mer* 
chants fhips will not want them. 

Sir Thomas Lee. ] I do not remember to have known two 
motions for money in one day. I would adjourn the Houfe* 

The Speaker,] "Forces" comprehend both fea and 
land, and 'ds within your vote. 

Sir William Coventry,'] Plainly by the Debate only " land 
forces*' are meant. I defire not to be left without any 
Navy at all. If you pay off all that are feparate from the 
Streights fleet, you'll have fo {lender a futtimer-guard^ 
that the French King may eafily make an attempt upon 
you. But I confefs, I know not the meaning of a " funi-^ 
mer-guard/* If a great one, you may have it put in pre* 
cedent upon you for the future. If a fmall one, 'twill be 
of noufe. But our fears are the Army. And though 
the charge of the Navy is greater than the Army, yet 
as the fears of the Army will vanifh when the Arpiy is 
difbanded, I would go about that, and have another 
day for confideration of the Navy. 

Mr Pepys.] With a little explanation, BarnardiJlon\ 
tnotion may be a good motion — ^They are taken up for fix 
months— Is he willing to have them fuddenly difbanded ? 
' Bafnardijion faid, he was willing. Pepys replied^ He 
was beholden to him for the motion, and it would be 
acc«pted. 

Co\ont\ Birch.'] I cannot think but that thofe merchant 
(hips, fallen down, are fully fitted out. And I would 
have every yard of bowling laid up a^ if they were to go 
away that day feven-^night, all laid Up fo ; and an inven- 
tory upon it. This will keep them fafe, if any thing will, 
and you may fet out an hundred fail at a fhort warning. 
Therefore 1 move " That a Committee be appointed, to 
confider of the befl ways and means to leffen the charge of 
the Navy, and to take an account of the pifefent charge." 

For which Monday was appointed. 

D 2 Sir 
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Sir Thomas Uttleton.'] Now this is over, I have a Peti- 
ti<wi concerning JlSorough^^ [in the county of Tcrk.l^ 
There is annexed to it an Affidavit, which is rather a 
'■work of liipererogation, but what will not vitiate the 
•Petition. 

Sir Richard Temjple.'] We are not to receive Affidavits 
here. I would have it ftruck out. 

1 he Speaker.] If the Affidavit be fixed to the Petition, 
if you receive the Affidavit you receive the Petition. 

Sir Jokn Talbot. ] If a member can aver, that he knows the 
hanJs that have fubfcribed the Petition, or if any without 
doors will aver it, you may receive the PetitM>n. But you 
cannot receive an Affidavit of the fubfcription of the 
Peti ion. 

Sir Thomas Littleton,'] I know the hands very well. 

Sir Thomas Meres. 1 Sir William JVentwortb under- 
takes that Mr JVentworth will profecute the Petition, end 
1 would have the Petition read, but not the Affidavit. 

Sir William Coventry,'] The matter of the Petition be- 
comes already very burthenfome to the Corporation. 
Toother day a Petition was delivered, and *twas a queftion 
whether 'twas not figned all by one man's hand ^ nowhere 
is an Affidavit of the fubfcriptions fent with the Petition, 
' by the miftaken zeal of the Gentleman. If we are not 
impowered to receive Affidavits here, 'tis no Affidavk, 
and ycu may receive it. If they lapfc any more time in 
their Petition, they may be nonfuited again, as thcf 
' have been twice already, and fb their bufinefs is done fcjr 
this Parliament. I would therefore have the Clerk read 
the Petition, and connive at the Affidavit. 

The Speaker.] If you'll put the fitting Member (Sir 
John RereJI^y) to nhefe unneceflary difturbances, and ad- 
mit every irregularity, &c. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I would publilh rules, that all per- 

fons muft come from all parts of England to avow Peti- 

. tlons, and {o weary men out, that the Mayors and Bai- 

• This was a Petition of fcveral red hirafelf to be returned for that 
of the Burehers^ letting forth, Borough, though he v^rail not dul^' 
•* That Sir John Rerejbj had proiu- ekaed/' 

- ^ lifts 
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liffs will chufe you all the Parliament-men. The cafe of 
Sir James Langham^ {ov Northampton. He was firfl: 
chofen by the Commonalty, and fecondly by the Mayor' 
^d Aldermen, and thirdly by both, and yefc he mifle J . 
it at laft. There was fomething of a Communion-table 
in the cafe, ^ 

^xPowle,'] Whilfl: we are gratifying a particular Gen- 
tleman, let us not lofe an eflential Privilege ; that when- 
ever, a Member avers the Petition, you never- refufe it. 
Sir William Wentwortb tells you, he knows the hands,. 
and undertakes they will profecute the Petition. If any 
Member prefents a Petition to abufe you, and the Peti- 
tioners win not avow the Petition, it is in your poWer to. 
punifli that Member, and fend him to the Tower. ^ 
Member has fat here four years, and the ^Petitioners fay 
be has fat wrongfully. Let us not begin new cuftoms to 
hinder complaints of people coming to us. Let the Pe- 
tition be read, but not the Affidavit. 

JMr 55ecretary Coventry.] By this Petition, the town com- 
plains of one that fits, that is not a Reprefentative of 
them, as a Grievance. It muft be owned by fomebody, 
and I would have it now. 

Sir Edmund Jennings.] Since the Petition is infifted up- 
on, I muft fay fomething, that I otherwife would not : I 
believe it to be fiftitious. That letter could not come to 
Mr JVentwortb till Sunday morning, and he lives twenty 
or thirty miles from Aldborcughj and fending to and a- 
gain thkt Affidavit, which was made at fVakefield on 
Monday^ and this is twenty-fix miles farther, how it is pof- 
fible this Affidavit could be made in fuch a time, I leave 
yoii to confider. 

Sir ff^lliam Coventry.] 'Tis no compliment to your 
Member to be the hander of a fiftitious Petition to you. 
J prefume the Member has had caution . If it be fictitious, 
1 wonder Gentlemen ihould call for adjourning, and not 
enquire into it \ Every Scrivener may elfe put thefe flurs 
ilpon you, and by calling it fidtitious, and not proving it, 
the JCorppradon may be flurred out of their right too. I 
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would therefore refer the enquiry into it to the Comtnittcc 

of Privileges. . 

[TheQueftlon being put, That the Petition be read, it pafled 
in the affirm Aive, 139 to 115, and the Clerk was ordered to blot 
out the Affidavit, The Petition was referred to the Committee 
of Privileges.] 

Friday 9 May 31. 

Mr PowU reports the mufters of the Army 5 the numbers of 
regiments of horfe, foot, and dragoons, &c. to what time paid, 
and what arrears. 

Sir Thomas Clarges,'] You can make no eftimatc till 
you have the Paymafter's accounts, in order to paying 
off and difbanding. Till you have more certain intbrma- 
lion, you cannot enter into that confideration. 

Sir IVilltam Coventry J\ As for cloaths, the foldlcrs are 
not come into the King's fervice by contraft for cloaths, 
like apprentices. I believe, a worfe Arithmetician than 
that Gentleman (Sfry) can eafily caft up the matter. If 
you think to go into a Grand Committee, it will not, as he 
fays, take up much time. 

Mr GarrGvoay,'\ I fpeak for your information. Here 
is a difcourfe of feveral men, in feveral places, in Scotland^ 
Ireland^ and France^ that are to be paid off. Remote places' 
of another nature, and that of Guards, are things you have 
not concerned yourfelves in. I would have you apply 
yourfclves barely to the new-raifed horie and foot, and go' 
into a Grand Committee. Let us put our woric before 
us, and we fliaU know the better how to go upon it. I 
would have the late-raifed horfe and foot only confidered. 

y[xVaughan,'\ There's nothing under your confideration 
but the forces raifed upon the account of a War againft 
France. That is honorary only upon us. Elfe we may 
be put upon paying off thofe who have been in the French 
fervice, and filling up thofe regiments. 

Mr Hampden. J If you put in any new matter againft 
your vote, a man muft not Ipeajc againft it without leave 
of the Houfe. The Guards and additions to them were 

upon 
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upon this occafion. Let the Committee purfue your 
Vote. 

The 'Speaker told Colonel Birch, " That it was indecent for 
him to brujh his Beard without a Looking-glafs** To which. 
Birch replied^ *' Tou would not think it fo if ym had a Beard 
iii bruJh, 

^w William Coventry .'\ Lee has fct you right. Put 
the leift difcouragement you can upon what you have 
voted. I would go into a Grand Committee to-day; but 
though the Committee is not ready for a fum, yet you 
may make a general Vote, " That you will give a fupply 
for difbanding the Army." 

In a Grand Committee. Sir "John Trevor in the Chair. 

Sir William Coventry, '\ The Committee is to provide for 
paying off and difbanding the new-raifed forces, from 
fuch a time. What are the motives to defire this dif-* 
banding ? One is to prevent exceflive charge -, the other 
is, that forces may not remain in a body in the nation, to 
the terror of the people. Suppofe it has been fit to make 
the former regiments four tnoufand men, fhall we any 
ways leflen the charge, in having them in a few regi- 
ments? I would therefore go to " all thofe forces raifed 
fince the twenty-ninth of September laft.** 

Mr Secretary Cw^^/r^.] Your defign, I fuppofe, is, that 
the King (hall not fuffer by railing thefe men by your 
advice. I would have all thofe men confidered, &c. that 
have been raifed upon this occafion. 

^\r Thomas Meres. ^ Be it as it will, here are Armies, 
and according to Law they are vexatious, becaufe it is an 
Army in England \ therefore I would be rid of it. I 
would have all the new-raifed men fince Michaelmas^ dif- 
banded and paid off. And if the Guards were paid off 
and difbanded, I would give my vote for it, that the 
King may live, as his father did, without Guards. How 
Ihaliwe bs fure that, when thofe new-raifed in the Guards 
arc paid off and diibandcd, they Ihall not fwarm in again, 
and come back .^ Pray think of that. 

D 4 Mr 


40 Debates in Parliament^ in i678, 

Mr Secretary Cm^enlry.] Thofe raifcd that went over 
into Flanders, are more under your confideration than the 
reft. As for the Guards, Meres muft give me leave to 
differ from him -, for the Houfe formerly thanked the 
King for raifmg them. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] As for thanking the King for raif- 
ing the Guards, &c. I am fure none of my vote was to 
iti and I faid nothing againft the thing then } but 
now I would willingly be rid of them. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I fpeak not of the Guards, but of 
thofe raifed for Scotland and Ireland. If we entered into 
a War with France, that they fhould go fome charge of it» 
is rcafonable. As for the Guards, thofe were raifcd with- 
out any Vote of yours. Drums were beating about the 
ftrcets, to make you believe we (hould have War, to in- 
duce you to give money. I would diftinguifh thofe of 
Scotland and Ireland, &c. 

Sir Henry Capel.] Thofe of Ireland and Scotland are 
part of your Vote. I would have them comprehended. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] We have had feamen from 
Scotland and Ireland, for the Dutch War, and the King 
has no way of paying thofe men there, being not raifed for 
thofe places, but for this kingdom • 

Sir Thomas Lee.] Becaufe they were intended for that 
War, and they were fent into the fervice of the French 
King, muft we pay them ? By that confequence, they 
are paid for ferving France. I believe no man thought 
of paying them out of the kingdom. It is hard that Eng^ 
land muK pay for other countries, who call no Parlia- 
ments to do it. And the King has no power there no 
more than he has in England. 

Sir Henry CapeL] I do not underftand that thofe fhoxild 
be paid off that have fervcd the French King, but 
only thofe that have come over from him. 

Colonel Birch.] 1 would not have it ever forgotten, 
that notwithftanding all the Alliances fhowed us, and no 
War, yet we go about to pay off thefe new-raifed men for 
the/r^w^ War, That, I hope, will prevent any hard things 

that 
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that may be faid to us, for the future. The Mufter-mafter 
told you, " he believed, a thoufand men were raifed in 
Scotland^ and a thoufand mir eland. ^^ He finds their cloath- 
ing more than their pay — I would have us hold to this 
Queftion. The Vote tells you they Ihall be paid, but 
not by whom. Now whether are you to defend Ireland 
and Scotland^ as well as England^ by quota ? But if there 
be no fuch quota, *tis moftunrcafonaWe that thofe forces, 
raifed for defence of Ireland and ^cotlandy fhould be paid 
by England. 'Tis moft unreafohable that we fhould be. 
at the whole charge of defending Ireland and Scotland. 
Therefore I would have it refolved, " That the defence 
of Ireland and Scotland, in the i:aifing thefe men, fhall be 
at the charge of Ireland and Scotland.** 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] I cannot tell whether Lord 
Douglases regiment be brought over out of France^ 
but I am fure there are orders for the tranlporting of it. 
But can Birch fliow me, that the feamen raifed in Ireland 
and Scotland were not upon the charge of England when 
raifed for the Dutch War? 

Mr Powle.] It much conctrns England not to have fo- 
reign forces raifed to be brought into England^ to be a ter- 
ror to us ; efpecially when in the moft Popifh part of 
Irelandy and they have Pc^ifti Officers. This may juftly 
occafion fears and jealoufies. It would have been a 
ftrange thing to have raifed thefe forces in Germany ; and, 
by the fame reafon, they may be raifed in Germany, as. well 
35 there. I will not look back into the late King's time, 
when there was an intention of raifing German horfe to 
be brought into England. If Leagues had been fhowed 
us, much of this charge might have been prevented j but 
feeing it is fo, I would have you concerned in no more 
than thofe raifed in our own country, and give no counte- 
nance at all to foreign foldiers. 

. Sir William Co^j entry. ^^ The charge of thofe two regi- 
ments is not worth your while to confider. But as td 
Irelandy Talbot has taken good care that they were Pro- 
teftants. . But I would not have Ireland drained of Pro- 
teftaotSy and would have you difcountenance this raifmg 
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of men in Ireland and Scotland^ where your law of Popery 
reaches not. I would not have it faid, the next time you 
have need of an Army, (and that may be you know 
not how foon) that an Englijb Parliament pays for a Po- 
pifti Army. And whether thefe men are proper guar- 
dians for your laws, and religion, is a queftion. I would 
therefore have it, that employing Popifli Officers, out of 
Scotland and Ireland^ may have no countenance here. 

Mr Vaughan.'\ I would not think there's any obligati*^ 
on upon us to difband any of the Forces, but what were 
raifed purfuant to the Votes of this Houfe. By the 
Law or England^ no men can be raifed, but for foreign 
fervice — If thofe Forces continue in the French fervice, 
though they were raifed but for a compliment to the 
French King, of that fervice we have no obligation upon 
us. *Twas a great infolence to raife men in Ireland 
againft the fenfe of this Houfe, by a Vote. I would 
have their Commiffions infpefted. 

Sir John Talbot,] 1 except againft what is faid, " That 
no man fhall dare to raife men in Scotland and Ireland 
againft a Vote of this Houfe." I would have Vaughan 
explain what he means by " without confent of this 
Houfe." 

Mr Vaughan.'] I did fay " That when there was a De- 
bate in the Houfe, and Talbot knew the temper of the 
Houfe, it was fome overfight in Talbot to raife men in 
Ireland. ** 

Sir Thomas Lee.] It feems, miftakes are apt to be to day 
— Interrupted by 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] A law cannot be made with- 
out the Houfe of Commons, but not by the Houfe of 
Commons. But that the King may not raife forces in 
Scotland and Ireland., there's no law againft it. 

Mr Vaughan.] There can be no colour of raiCng thefe 
men, but in purfuance of the French War, and thefe men 
can in no way be onerary upon us. 

Mr IVilliams.] That an Army fliould be brought out 
of Ireland to awe the fubjefts of England^ was one of 
Lord Strafford*s Articles. I take it, that this Houfe tzxi 
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make no Vote to bin.d Ireland or Scotland^ nor can this 
Houfe raife any men there. They have Parliaments of 
their own, and our Vote goes no farther then the Forces 
railed here. I value not the men, nor the money to pay 
them off, but for the fake of the precedent. The laft 
Seflion, 'twas argued againft the Adcfrefs for removing the' 
Duke of Lauderdale^ that you could not meddle with 
what was done in Scotland. If you cannot bind them 
by yoyr Law, do not let them have your money. Be they 
aftualiy in arms in England^ then pay them off, but 
let Ireland alone. 

.^\xT^homasLeeJ\ I know nothing againft it, but that 
as for foreign forces, the King may raife forces where he 
pleafes -, but then how far is this Houfe obliged to pay 
them ? Only for our own kingdorrif. Why fhould you be 
called upon to raife men in Scotland^ &c. and give a fup- 
port to difband them, when you are told the King go- 
verns thofe countries by Parliaments of their own ? And 
we cannot complain that the King raifes th^fe forces in 
Scotland^ for then, perhaps, we ftiall be told we invade 
the King's Prerogative in thofe countries in doing it. 

Mr SoUicitor Winnington.'\ The King may raife, and 
the King may dilband men, by his Prerogative. And I 
admit, the King may raife men in any foreign part. 

Serjeant Gregory. '\ Your Vote is only generally "from 
fuch a time," and cannot be applied to any place but 
England. If they come out of France^ or out of Ireland 
to diis fervice, they are within your Vote. You have no 
power to difband in Scotland and Ireland^ and poflibly 
thoie raifed by the Duke of Lauderdale may come within 
your Vote by the lame reafon. 

Mr Garroway.'] All you are to do is by Aft of Parlia- 
ment, and you cannot impofe upon Scotland by A<5t of 
Parliament. The point that has perplexed us in our De- 
bate, is, the mixture of thofe forces of Ireland and Scot- 
land. I would therefore have the Queftion, "Whether 
thofe forces raifed in Ireland and Scotland be within your 
Totc ^ " But will you pay thofe forces in France^ or give 
them any countenance, who would have fought againft 

you. 
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you, ifthe WarwithFr<?»^^had^neon? Therefore for 
them I would not give a penny. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] I am very loth to entail an 
Army upon the King of France^ by not keeping thefe 
men off, &cc. and difbanding them there. If they muft 
not come over from thence (and poffibly I am not with- 
out my fears of occafion for another Army) I would not 
have the fatality of having them entailed upon France. 
When they are difbanded, and taken notice of by Aft of 
Parliament, they are no longer as a regiment, or a body, 
and for that reafon I would take them into the reft of 
the forces. 

Mr SacheverelL'] I am fbrry that the Gentlemen in 
France fliould come to any lofs, but it fecms ftrange to 
me that the King's Proclamation Ihould not bring them 
over -, and that a letter from his Majefty fliould bring 
them over. Perhaps, had they come over, we might 
not have been as we are. I would therdbre divide the 
Qiieftion. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] The King's Proclamation for 
recalling them was a bare one, without afTurancc of em- 
ployment when they came back. The King's Letter af- 
fured them of employment, and that brought them over. 
When the King's Proclamation was put out, it did not 
fignify to what end they were recalled, which was the 
caufe why they did not come over •, but when the Secre- 
tary wrote a Letter to fignify tjiat they were to be employ- 
ed here, that immediately brought them over. 

Mr Williams.] The King can no more raife men in 
England^ than he can raife money, i £. III. 7 £• III. 4£. 
IV. They muft be raifed according to Law ; according 
to the Militia- Aft — But unlefs in aftual invafion or re- 
bellion, he cannot raile any. 

Sir William Coventry.] I would have this argument 
laid afide, becaufe perhaps we are not fo able, to arguo 
it, and perhaps not fo able to judge, as the Gentlemen of 
the Long Robe. 

Sir Robert Sawyer.] It is faid, with great ,aflurancc». 
" That the King can no more rai^ mentthan money;'* 
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but 'tis the firft time 1 ever heard fo. Then the confequencc 
muft be, that the King has raifed all thefe men againft 
Law. You have faid, over ^nd over, that the men were 
not raifed in purfuance of your Vote. And I would fain 
know if the King be in Le^ue with a foreign Prince, 
and the Law makes it felony for thofe foldiers to go away 
irom their colours, can any man that ever read the 
leaft tittle of Law fay, that in cafe of rebellion, and inva- 
fion, the King may force men to take up arms, yet not 
grant a commiffion to pay thefe men ? — It was never afler- 
ted before. In H. VI. and H. VII.' — Felony, and hanged 
for it. To undertake to aflert the Law, in fuch a great 
place as this, " That the King cannot raife men, &c.** 
when it has been conftant according to the tenof of the 
Law — I wonder at it. 

Mr Vaughan^ He did not aflert it Jo generally as Savh- 
per alleges he did. ' 

Sivjobn Talbot.'] We have ears, as well as that Gen- 
tleman, and I would not have one Gentleman explain for 
. another. 

Lord Cavendijh. ] To Order. Talbot miftakes -, for what 
Vaugban faid was a reply to what Sawyer faid. 

Sir' Jonathan Trelawney.'] In a former Debate, Williams 
has given occafion of exception. He avers now, " Thatt 
the King has no more power to raife men than he has to 
raife money." 

The Speaker.] If Williams will fay that *tis a lapfe, it 
will be let go as ufual. But if he afferts it for Law, I 
wotdd have the words written down. 

Mr Williams. ] I gave my words feveral reflriftions. 
The King may raife men in cafe of rebellion or invafion 
in the Kingdom, as* in 3 £. III. 4 H. IV. 3 H. VII. The 
■ Liw of the Militia declares " making of Peace and War 
ia the King." That is a Declaration, in matters relating 
to the Militia of England^ and *tis but a Declaration of . 
the Common Law. I fubmit myfelf to correftion, and 
make fubmiflion to the Committee. 
. ]^ Secretary WilHamfon. } I am unwilling to fpeak of 
*<he "^wer of the Prerogative, in this place to be handled 

with 
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wich great reverence, and we are fupported under it, and 
are a happy people. The words were faid again and a* 
gain, " That the King had no more power to raife men 
than money." I will not prefs any hardfhip upon the 
Gentleman that faid them, but I would enter no farther 
upon it to define the whole thing. 1 would do as I 
would be done by. I may flip as well as other men. 
Should any thing of the Prerogative be entrenched upon 
now, it would be as fatal to you as entrenchments upon 
your Liberties. 

Mr Secretary Coventry. '\ There was never any queftion 
of drums beating for the afliftance of friends and Allies, 
in Kings and Queens times, for Sweden and other Princes. 
This Prerogative does not betray or offend the fubjeft. 
If the King has not power to raife money, he has not the 
power to levy men, and that is the confequence of the 
words. I ^\^ould have the words written down. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] We have heard much of former 
times, which did ^rife from the jealoufy of Prerogative 
and Liberty. The words muft be written, and then you 
muft argue them. I am afraid there may be inconveni* 
cnce in ftirring any of thefe Queflions. 'Tis fo unfafc 
. to define Prerogative and Liberty, that I would, leave 
tliem where they are. 

1 he Speaker, out of the Chair.'] I would give room to 
any Gentleman to explain himfelf. But If^illiamSj by 
his explanation, has made the thing worfe. jealoufies 
and fears have rifen formerly from fuch damnable doc- 
trines as thefe. I would have the words written down 
and read, and then judge of them as they deferve. 

y[x Williams.] I would not willingly forfeit my mo- 
defty in this Houfe. I am willing to fatisfy the Com- 
mittee. I am in your judgment, and I fubmit it to the 
Committee. 

Six George Ilungerford.] PP^lliamfon faid once, ** If the 
King paid the Forces, he might raife as many as he 
would. * 

Mr Secretary V/illiamfon*] lie has natned tiie for What 
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I faid in another Seffion of Parliament ; but the Houfe at 
that time did acquicfcc in what I faid, on my explanation, 
Mr Williams. '\ I have had the misfortune to run inta 
a miftake, anci your time is of more value than any con- 
cern of mine. I acknowlege my errojr, and humbly alk 
your pardon for it. 

And fo the thing pafieil over. 

Mr Garroway.'\ We have a very nice thing before us* 
The whole thing has run upon words, and not matter. 
It may be> I Ihali not be fo lucky as to offer you words, 
but the thing I me^ is to comprehend thefe men within 
a n^nibcr, though without naming them. 

Sir Tbomns Meres.] Whether fuch words may include, 
o^ not include them, in the Vote, lies upon the fcnfe of 
tne Houfe, and then you may debate it. Therefore make 
a general Vote, " That towards a Supply for difbanding 
this Army you have a Poll-bill, and that you will fupply 
what fliall be wanting in the Poll-bill for that purpofe/* 
And, if poifibk, let us be unanimous, and not break 
for niceties. 

Sir John Ernly,] I am glad that, after fb many hours 
' JOebate, we ihall come to a Queftion. Therefore I would 
have it refolved, " That there fhall be a Supply for dif- 
banding the Army, &c.** 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I would know what this Queftion 
mfaps. If it be general, the Houfe has already voted 
it, viz. " That the Army ftiould be paid off and ciif- 
banded.'' If you are ordered to confider that Motion, is 
it barely Aye, or No ? It is to take as much, or as little, 
as you pleafe. Now I would fain know, whether it is 
not a regular Queftion, to take it from fuch a proportion 
of men, and to rejeft it for tlie reft. 

Rejhtvedj That rt is the Opinion of this Committee, That a 
Sapply be granted to the King towards the paying and difband- 
^g [of all] the Forces raifed fmcc the 29th of September laft. 
£i^rced to by the Houfe.] 

SalurddVf 
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Saturday^ jfune I. 

The Lord Chancellor's Speech was read. 

[Debate.] 

Mr Powle.l I always thought it a great offence in any 
man to make a divifion betwixt the King and his people, 
and thofe that do it to raife their fortunes from it 5 aihd 
more efpecially in this conjunfture, the greateft poQibly 
we have known. We have had (harp Meffages from the 
King, and have been enquiring into the perfons that have 
given this advice. I wi(h the Lord Chancellor had taken 
the advice himfelf he gives us, of ^^ State fufer vias anti^ 
quas*.** The Speech fpoken by the Lord Qhancellor, in the 
Lords Houfe, is not truly reprefented to us, in the print* 
ed paper. There are feveral things left out. *Tis very 
notorious that he faid, " What we had done looks like a 
defamation of the Government*}-." And he called it '* a 
republican defamation of the King and Houfe of Lords:};." 
And a great many other paflages he has mollified and 
foftened in the print. I pafs by the fmaller exceptions 
that may be taken, and go to the greater ; as that of lay- 
ing an imputation upon us of the lofs of Flanders^. 
I wonder we are accufed of that crime, for had our of- 
fers and advices been followed, the Peace had never been 
made -, for which advice we had the (harp Speech from 
the King. But I apply myfelf rather to that part of the 

• «* Thefe innovations (of tack- had been fo illunderftood at home* 

ing, &c.) the King rcfolves to ab- and had been fo unfittingly and 

oliih, and harh commanded me to undefervedly refle6led upon, that a 

I fay, StMtifuptr 'vias antiqttas*^ Lord refolution had been taken to give 

ChanciUor's Speech, ^ no money, till fatisfa^on was fkvm 

f In the Speech, as it is now en in matters of religion, and inch 

printed, are thefe words : " The an Addrefs prefented to the King, 

late way of tacking together (eve- as had never been heard of before 

ral independent and incoherent in any Hate or kingdom in the 

matters in one BiW-^l^oks like a kimi world, and that his Majefty had 

cf defamation tf the Government.'^ proceeded fb far as to exprefs his 

See the Speech, refentroent of it ; then . they con- 

X Thefe words are not to be eluded with themfefves, that it was 

found in the printed Speech. in vain to rely any longer upon 

' § ** When it was heard abroad England, for England vfSis no longer 

that this League with the States itfelf.** Lord Chancilhr*s Speech. 

Speech 
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Speech where he lays refle(5tions upon us. For afiy man 
whatfoever, except the King, to pafs fuch judgments 
upon the Houfe, is a high offence. Now whether thai 
League, or the cenfure we are under, was the caufe of the 
fofs of Flanders^ I leave to the world to judge. Th? 

' Chancellor puts weight upon our giving no money, ah^ 
ourjealoufies about religion [and then he reads that par^ 
of the Chancellor's Speech relating to ity which fee in the Notes'^ 
and " that the Commons cannot think it fuitable to 
their truft, &c.* I think it can never be fuitable to our 
truft to give money and leave mens minds unquiet as to 
the growth of Popery. But obferve the time. It was 
three months intermiffion ^of our Vote, &c. and in the 
interim they treated Peace with the French King. Moft 
men were fenfible that Popery was coming oh, and 
^twas reafonablc to " quench our own fire firft, &c.-f-** 
Reafons were delivered, at a Conference with the Lords, 
of our fears of Popery. Tht Lords might have given 
you better reafons, and you might have receded, and ours 
was no binding refolution againft better -reafons. The 
laft thing, &-c. is about the Addrefs J. I cannot imagine 
to what part of the Addrefs he applied. Was it to our 
advice to the King ? The King afked it, and we gave • 
it. Was it to our advice, to remove thofe Counfellors 
that advifed fo ill ? 'Tis the fame thing, that this Parlia- 

• ment and all others have done, &c. The Chancellor 
lays an imputation upon this Houfe, for bufying them- 
felves about religion, grievances, and properties ||. For- 

• «* It is worthy coniideration, fatality upon the nation. Hewhofe 

whether wedo not bring fome kind Houfe is defh-oyed by fire, would 

of fcandal upon the Proteftant re- find but little comfort in faying, 

' iigiony when we feem fo far to dif- " The fire did not be^n by his 

truft the truth and power of it^ means ;'" bat it will be a matter 

th^t, after fo many laws pafled to of perpetual anguilh and vexation 

guard it, and fo many miraculous to remember that it .was in hit 

deliverances from the attempts power to have extinguished it/* 

made againft it, we ihould ftill be Ditto. 

afraid of its continuance.'* Lord % See the former Note. 

CbaueeUor's Speech, ^ || *f As little reafbn there is to 

f ** If this Seifion do not repair be jealous of our liberties aiid pro- 

the misfortunes, and amend the perties, £(c.** DittQ. 
faults of the laft, it will look like a 

-Vol. VL E merly 
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mcrly the Chancellors, in their Speeches, gave intimation 
that we ftiould be relieved in our grievances, and preferv- 
cd in our privileges, before money was afked — But now 
•tis quite otherwiie. The firft thing done is money. And 
when that is granted, we are fent home to be " a fcandal 
to the Proteftant religion *;" to fecure it is ftrange. I ap* 
peal to this Houfe, that, if the Proteftant religion is not in 
danger, we have made Votes very idly. I think no 
man can fay that *tis confonant to the ufe of Parliament 
for a Lord Chancellor to tell us, '' there are no grievan- 
ces, or caufe of complaintf .'* And is not this to (hut up 
all doors to complaints ? — What then is the ufe of Par- 
liaments, unlefs to give money? That part of the Speech 
is applied principally to the Commons. The Lords have 
t'leir fhare alfo in the Speech. The Chancellor fays " it 
takes away their negative voice, to have foreign matter 
tacked to a Bill, &c." This is a refledion upon the Lords, 
and the King and Council, who gave their confeat to 
the Bill. This arraigns us all. That notion I have of the 
Peers confent is, that they have no '* negative voice " in 
Bills, but a deliberative voice. They may untack it, alter 
it, and qualify it. In that part of his Speech, he is very 
unjuft upon us. To the Chancellor's republican refledtion 
of *' power to the Commons altering the methods of Par- 
liament, and by confequence the Government, by this way 
of tacking** — This is fuch an imputation upon the 
Commons, that if the Commons are guilty of it, they 
are not fit to fit here. I need not go farther than Magna 
Chart a to prove this tacking of foreign matter to a Money 
Bill. 14 £. III. Numb. 16. ** The Commons grant the 
ninth fleece, (heaf of com, and lamb, to the King, in con- 
fideration of confirming Magna Charta*^ Thefe condi* 
tions are in the laft Chapter of all. 1 8 £. III. Numb. 10. 

* See a former Note. this prefent time t nay, let them 

t '* Let them that can, fhow the fearch all ages and places, and tell 

time fince the world began, and this ws \when and where there was ever 

nation was firft inhabited, wherein found a happier people than at this 

there were fewer Grievances, or day." lord Cbanallors Spacb. 
lefs caufe to complain in, than at 

The 


Debates in Parliament in 1 678. 5 1 

The Commons granted an aid, &c. " on condition their 
petitions fhouldbe granted, &c." 22 £. IIL "on condition 
the juftices in Eyre*s court, and the forelt, &e. fhould be 
regulated, and that no tax (hould be granted but in Par^ 
liament. '* There are feveral other conditions, &c. 
The thing is not new, and in thofe days^ honebfthefe 
direful efFefts and confequences, that the Chancellor 
mentions, have followed — Thefe things arc fatalities in the 
Government, and not the nation*s fault. The Chancellor 
admonifties us, " to mend the faults of the laft Seffiori, 
&c." That implies fomething of crimes, and we are not 
told what they are ; we might elfe have mended them* 
I look upon thefe I have mentioned, as the principal 
things liable to exception, in the Chancellor's Speech* 
In the laft Seflion but one, it was thought a crime to 
debate whether this Parliament was diflblved by the 
long Prorogation. But this is the way to diflblve all 
Parliaments — And that we are not fit to be trufted. I 
would have the Houfe vindicate themfelves, and vote our- 
felves not guilty of thefe things the Chancellor charges us 
with, and "that we are not the occafion of making the 
Peace with xht French^ nor the ill confequences of it." 
Mr Secretary Coventry.'] 'Tis objected " that the Lord 
Chancellor, in his Speech, fhould charge us with being the 
authors of the Peace, &c." But the States concluded that 
the King and the Parliament being at difference, would not 
profecute the War, and they went into a Peace. He fays, 
** their Minifters faid.it." Now whether that be a crime 
for a Minifter of the King's to tell you what they fay, I 
leave it to you. And as for the fault being laid upon the 
Parliament, we are not the whole Parliament ; it is upon 
the Lords as well as us. The. Chancellor fays, " Mend the 
feults pf the laft SefTion.'* Why fhould not we fay " the 
fault was in the Lords delay of the Bill of Popery," &c. 
In £. IIPs time there was no matter of tacking then, 
is 13 alleged, &c. for the King might, by cuftom of Parlia* 
mcpt then, take what he pleafed of a Bill, and rejedt the 
reft. That the King is to take all, or none of every Bill, 
^* was not tij^^. XV*s time. But whai^ will you make 
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of all this? Where will you complain, or of what? If 
there be a difference between the King and the people, 
the fault is fomewhere. For a Minifter to fpeak by the 
King's command, it may be he's miftaken — The Lords 
may be in the wrong, and the Commons in the right ; [but 
that] makes them not criminal. I fee not how you can 
arraign the Lord Chancellor of any fault. 

Sir George Hungerford.] The King, in a Speech, gave 
great encomiums to the Lords ; the meaning was direfted 
to us. The Chancellor mentions " coffee-houfe difcourfe, 
&c*. I fuppofe the Lord Chancellor goes not to coflfec- 
houfes. The fame day we made a Vote about Religion 
here, the King of France fent to the States for a Peace, 
The fault is not at our doors, but the Lord Chancellor's, 

Mr Secretary PVilliamfon.'] I am afraid that the Vote 
propofed, viz. " that you were not the caufe of making 
the Peace, " will not anfwer any man's intentions, if he 
had his own ends. I am afraid it will not anfwer his 
own ends that propofed it. The Lord Chancellor fpeaks 
the King's words, and by his command, which he cannot 
alter, any more than I, as a Secretary, who write the Mcf^ 
fage, and bring it to you. It is far from reproaches upon 
you, but it appears to me to be tendernefs. We are under 
misfortunes •, and I am far from faying that the Dutch did 
us right, when they conftrued things that pafled here with 
that extremity ; but they had, without doubt, great in- 
fiuence upon affairs. Hungerfard has told you right, that 
*' the King of France fent to the States for Peace, &c/* 
The King had that tye upon them that they declared in 
the negative, and they were fo aware of that, that they 
made proteflation that they would not, depart from their 
Treaties with us. As to this Houfe, the conftruiStion they 
put upon what you did, was the caufe of the Peace ; but I 
fay not how juftly. If I faw a necefTity of juftification 
of^ this Houfe, I fhould do it. If things are not pafled by, 
there is no end of it, but paper conferences betwixt the 
King and us. I think there is no great caufe of this, and 

• " Shall we endure them that lie places, that the Nation .is cn- 
dare fay in coffee-hoxifcs and pub- flxvcd}*' LotdChanciUor^jSputb. " 

the 
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the Queftion is much to the hazard of the Government, 
when the parts agree not with the head. Thefe parts of 
the Chancellor's Speech are but for direftion and recom- 
• mendation of things. , Where will that end, when the 
Lord Chancellor's Speech is the King's, and you arraign 
it ? I humbly beg that you will not enter into the dif-* 
quifition of that Article that was moved by Powle. 

Mr Vaughan.'] If any things be ill in the Speech, and 
not warrantable by law, they are not the King's words, 
but his that fpeaks them. I do not doubt but there will 
come a day to Ihow that thefe divifions betwixt the King 
and us are not our crime, but our fate. A cenfure upon 
the Commons of England is too big for any fubjedt to 
lay. T[ had the honour to be as deep as any man here 
for a War with the French King. It was for the great 
iafety of the King' and kingdom, and there was perfedt 
juftice in it, and great duty and loyalty, &c. We have 
ever held it the policy of England to keep Flanders in 
foch hands as may aflift us. Now when we addrefled 
for a War againft the French King, it was, becaufe he, 
contrary to Treaties, and Oath at the Altar, has done 
all things for his own glory. And the Hopping this tor-:^ 
rent was juft. If we do make ourfelves great againft 
thofe people we have fo often fetched viftory from, thofe 
who did advife War, I think, gave good advice — They that 
made thofe divifions betwixt the King and us, are as bad 
as they that fomented them. As for tacking, &c. when 
we are going to War, was it not, prudent to leflen his 
power, and^keep money in the nation, and hinder it from 
going into his ? The Chancellor tells us of/' State fuper 
vias antiquas.^* There is a precedent of 1 4 £. III. 1 9 £. III. 
If the War ceafes, the Grant ceafes alfo. But it feems, 
tacking muft not be, becaufe it is difguftful to fome par- 
dUrular perfons, though for the public good. I have 
many more precedents, bur I only defire you to clear the 
imputation from the Houfe, in the Chancellor's Speech. 

S\T Thomas Lee.'] That is a great miftake, "that all 
tbat is faid in the Chancellor's Speech, is by the King's 
command/' [He reads the beginning of the Speech. \ This 
f^ * E 3 he 
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he has by the King*s command. " That we have done, 
j&c. to the defamation of the Protcftant religion,*' is no 
part of the King's command. I only obferve that the 
things objefted are far from the King's command. The 
ftyle of the King's Speech and the Chancellor's di0ers. 
In the King's there is no refleftion upon us. Only he 
tells you or " tacking.'* As for what you are told of 
*' Edw. III. rejedting and talcing what parts cf Bills he 
pleafed," now the King takes all or leaves all ; yet the 
condition being with money, I would afk any man, whe- 
ther then the King could take the money, and leave all 
the reft of the Bill ? I am unwilling to look back to the 
Palatinate War, in King James*% time. I think at that 
time there were fears of Popery, but all that time the 
Fleet was not to be repaired — That was to give difiatis- 
faftion to Gundomar. The fame thing we were told, 
*' That the Leagues were the King's Leagues, and we 
could not alter them." But now you give the King ad- 
vice, you muft bear all the blame ! But 'tis not the 
League, &c. I wifti that, in three or four years, it ap- 
pears not how much we are in the right, and they in the 
wrong ; and that this Peace be not the confequence that 
Flanders be quite over-run, and fo you pay all the reck- 
oning at laft. *Tis not a Prorogation that makes an end 
of Grievances. The King has them before him, and let 
him make an end of them, if he pleafes. They^arriving 
there, they have their utmoft ftop. In your abfence by 
this Prorogation, the affairs of Chrificndom have been al- 
tered. You were fcattered and fent home, and that 
made the Minifters then fhift for themfelves. I woul^ 
therefore leave it to pofterity, that this Houfe is not th0 
author of the Peace, that has had fq ill an influence upon 
the kingdom. 

Sir Thomas Meres.'] The Queftion is very plain, anfj 
in a fev/ words, and the better, viz. " That this Houfe 
has not given any occafion for making the Peace men- 
tioned in the (Chancellor's Speech." 

Lcrd Cavendijb.'] I move that the Queftiqn may be, 
♦* Thaf the imputation in the Chanci^or's §p«ech, of 

thus 
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this Houfe being the occafion of making the Peace, is 
injurious to this Houfe." 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] V\\ go fo far, " That the Houfe 
is not the occafion of making the Peace, &c." But I 
would have the Vote to explain itfelf j therefore add, fo as 
to leave no room to feek what Peace you mean, '' the 
Peace mentioned in the Chancellor's Speech." 

Sir Adam Brown.'] I underftand not the Queftion. We 
are not told in the Chancellor's Speech that it is a Peace. 
It may be a War yet. 

Mr Garroway.] You are no way tender in this mat- 
ter, but to vindicate your own honour. Therefore I 
move that the words of the Queftion may be, " That 
this Houfe was not the occafion of making the Peace • 
mentioned in the Chancellor's Speech." 

iSir George Downing,] I do not find it charged upon you, 
in the Chancellor's Speech, that you were the occafion 
of the Peace. If the States and Spain will go upon 
grounds that you have not done, there's no reflection up- 
on you. This they affirm in matter of faft ; but if they 
faid not fo in matter of faft, and they have mifled them- 
felves in it, to make a Peace, that muft refl: upon proof. 
In my opinion 'tis not a time to aggravate things ; and 
to look back will do you ho good. Time will judge for 
you, and vindicate you, and make you honourable and 
great, as that of Brit any ^ &c. And a Vote is not worth 
a button. Your Books will fhow it fufficientlv without 
a Vote. And I would ftand and fall by the judgment of 
your acStions. 

Sir William Coventry.] I hope it is not your intention 
to prefs this thing perfonally upon the Chancellor, but 
to take a rife only from his Speech to vindicate your- 
fclves upon this great matter of the Peace. I doubt not 
but your advices would have remained to pofterity, as to 
the matter of the War, &c. had not fomething in this 
Speech been thrown upon you, to lay an imputation up- 
on you, by a foreign AmbafTador. I take it, that the 
King's honour, and our's, has been afperfed, and not 
vindicated, I am forry it has not been better managed 
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in another place, that the whole fcandal fhould be thrown 
upon the Parliament and nation. 1 wonder that's let 
flip, 'l^s admitted, *^ that that very day we voted the 
Addrefs againfl Popery, &c. the States admitted the 
French King's terms of Peace." Then fure that Addrefs 
was not the occafion of the Peace. The Vote for enter- 
ing into Leagues was fubfequent, four, five, or fix days, 
and could not be the caufe ; that was yet later than the 
other. To hear that the Parliament was angry with 
thofe that obftru6ted the Alliances, &c. I fee that cannot 
be the colour of it. When the King, Parliament, and 
all his people were fo clear in it, I wonder that a thing 
fo natural to be vindicated, was not. I am far from re- 
flection on the Chancellor, but what I fay, is to vindi- 
cate ourfelves. The words offered for the Qucftion 
feem to come from calm and temperate reafoning, and I 
Tvould have them put to the Vote. 

Mr Secretary Williamfon,'] Coventry\ reafon is plain ; 
the Dutch have taken occafion, &c. but none has. been 
given, and the King and the Houfe have not been done 
right by. I told the States AmbaflTadors, ** if they made 
that inference from us, they made a wrong conclufion 
upon us. Do but affift with men and fliips, and we will 
have War to-morrow." We told them, " Do this, and 
you cure all our mifunderflrandings, and the fault is at 
your doors;" This was my duty — And the fame was 
ordered to the King's Minifl:ers, on the other fide the wa- 
ter. I fliall fay it llron^ly, that the Saturday*^ Addrels 
againfl: the Minifl:ers was another occafion of the thing. 
The matter of the Treaty is the King's, and this like- 
wife they raifed as an argument too for the Peace. This 
occafion of vindicating the King and you was not over- 
looked, and in repelling, and refuting it, to the Am- 
baflTadors. And I defire no Queftion of that kind mo- 
ved may be put. 

Sir William Coventry.'] We are told by Wtlliamfony 
*' That vindication, &c. was not wanting." I give him 
thanks for it. I am glad it was refuted by him. But 
it feems it was not fo taken notice of as for the Chancel- 
lor 
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lor to know it. He would never elfe have declared it in 
the face of Parliament, but with a brand upon the Butcb 
for it. Williamfon refuted it where he met it •, but who 
has done it in the face of the kingdom, and the Parlia- 
ment ? The whole nation does take it fo much to heart, - 
that if thofe fervices are expe6ted from this Parliament to 
be done, if it be inter^ded to preferve our reputation, we 
muft be vindicated from this, elfe we fhall never be able 
to do the King that fervice we ought to do. I think the 
Queftion propofed is' very modeft ; but not feeing any 
thing more modeft propofed, I am for what is propofed. 

Sir Robert Howard.'] This Queftion propofed is as if 
your own Addrefles would not juftify you. And now 
you go and make a paper-defence, as if one fhould alk, 
** How does your neighbour ?'* and it fhould be anfwer- 
ed, " He is not himfelf, he is mad." — And fo as if this 
Houfe of Commons (hould vote " that we are not mad." 
I defire clofures in all things, and I think it not for your 
honours to make this Vote. 

Mr Powle.'\ Ford feemed to fay fomething of " an ill 
precedent of arraigning the Chancellor's Speech." I in- 
genuoufly confefs, that, as I know no fuch precedent of 
arraigning the Chancellor's Speech, fo I know no prece- 
dent of fuch a Speech. 

Sir Edmund Jennings J] It is Spain and Holland that 
have made the refledion upon us, of making the Peace ; 
' therefore I would have the Queftion, " That Spain and 
Holland ought not to take occafion, from any thing from 
this Houfe, to make a Peace with the French.'*^ This, for 
aught you know, may make Spain and Holland afhamed 
of what they have done. 

Sir Thomas Little t on. "] I defire a word to the Queftion. 
Here you have a Speech of the Chancellor's, that I wifti 
had not been made. We had a Prorogation, and I ho- 
ped good effefts might have been upon it, to have begun 
upon a new fcore ; but I find old things are ript up. I 
have no averfion to the Chancellor, but I would vindi- 
cate ourfelves. Here is a Speech made, and printed, 
different from what the Cha,ncellor has ipoken ; either 

the 
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the printed one was not the King's mind, or that which 
was fpoken. I take it either way ; whether the reflec- 
tion is from the States, &c. or the Chancellor, we ought 
to vindicate ourfelves. But becaufe you are told by 
Downing *' that (as in the cafe of Britarrf) time will 
fufficiently vindicate you," put the cafe that the Par- 
liament had then left it fo far upon them, and filencc 
had admitted it ^ had the Parliament in thofe times fat 
ftill, the Queftion is, whether future time would have 
vindicated them, any more than it is now likely to vin- 
dicate us. It is therefore high time to vindicate our- 
ielyes. When Armies are difbanded, and all the Con- 
federates Army, but the French Army remains, what a 
condition are we in ? What will become of us ? We are 
fafe neither in War nor Peace. The Dutch will be wholly 
at the French difpofal, and then unity amongft ourfelves 
will not help us. I difclaim the Peace, and I hope every 
man will be of my mind, that we had no hand in it. 

Sir Winfion Churchill.'] The Lord Chancellor is a great 
mailer of words, and he weighs them before he Ipeaks 
them. His words are rather a relation of the matter, 
than an accufation of us. But fuppofing they were an 
accufation, and he.fpeaks his own fenfe (if he might /peak 
it there) (lull the Houfe of Commons fay no more than 
the greateft criminal } *' Not guilty," and no more ? 
You muft go farther ; but in fome fenfe, I think, we 
are guilty. For our continual prefliires of the King of 
France in this Houfe have brought him to this Peace, 
'Tis a maxim in a book now recalled, " That the King 
of France might have all the world his enemies, if Eng- 
land vftxt his friend.** Then put the cafe, that we are 
as clear as may be imagined from being the occafion of 
this Peace, will you now invite dangers, by proclaiming 
them ? It becomes wife counfellors to contemn them, ra- 
ther than fhow them, by proclaiming them in Gath and 
AJkalon. Let us fortify ourfelves by fome brave rcfolu- 
tions •, but to hang the fault on I know not whom — I 
would lay afide this Queftion, and go upon fomething 
that the King and country may thank us for. 

Sir 
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Sir George Hungerford.] You are told (by IVilliamfon) 
^* That the Dutch made fome part of the Chancellor*s 
Speech." I would know who made the reft. The Army 
was pretended to be raifed againft France, but all the 
world knows there was no fuch intention. I would have 
the Queftion put. 

Mr Secretary fVilliamfon.'] If Hungerford can make that 
good that he fays, of the Army, there's an end of all. 

Sir George Hungerford."] The world fays this Peace was 
made in January, and the Army was raifed fince. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] When the King has told you 
Upon his royal word, that he intended a War with France^ 
I wonder this Ihould be faid. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] Where does War appear ? Does it 
in this League we are fhewn ? 

- Sir Thomas Uttleton.] If exceptions are taken at Hun^ 
gerford^s word$, the firft thing to be done is to have them 
written down [^And there was a great cry^ " Write them 
down."] 

Lord Cavendijhp] When therewasavote for 300,000/. 
for men and fhipsj-^ 

The Speaker interrupted him to Order, to have the words 
written down.] The words were thefe, '* We all know 
there was no intention of a War againft France.** 

Lord Cavendiflj.] The words were thefe, '* We have 
reafon to believe there was no War intended againft' 
France.** 

Mr Papillon.] The words were, " If it be true, as the 
world fays, there was no War intended againft France** 

yinotherfaid.] The words were, " We know all the 
world fays there was no War intended againft France.** 

Mr Goring.] Yefterday there was a Grand Committee 
for dift)anding the Army, but I lee now there is need of 
keeping it up, if thefe things are faid here. [Thefe words 
gave fuch offence that feveral called " To the Bar."] 

Sir George Hungerford.] What I faid I do fay again, 
viz, *•* That the world fays fo, and it is faid abroad, 
&c." My intention was, '' If it be true what the world 
fays." 

Mr 
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Mr Secretary fpllliamfon:'] If this be, it is to turn the 
Government into diflimulation. I confefs tliat there is no 
War is a great difappointment, and Gentlemen may have 
fome grains of allowance. But the words were very broad^ 
and if admitted will render the Government a cheat to all 
abroad. But if the Houfe be off from debating the words, 
I am fo too. 

Sir Thomas Lee.'] When the Gentleman has plainly told 
you what his intention was in the words, and the Houfe 
feems fatisfied, I would proceed in the Queftion you were 
upon. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] When Gentlemen oppofe 
" what the world fays" againft " what the King fays,** it 
cannot pafs' without notice. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] The Lord Chancellor fays, •* the 
King had gained a great point upon them for that Peace," 
but ftill it was a League offenfive and defenfive for a 
Peace. The intentions were for a Peace. Since tVUliam- 
fen is fo fruitful of admonitions how we fliould demean 
ourfelves^ I would have him take fome himfclf, and fa 
behave himfelf like other honourable Minifters, who take 
things to themfelves, and lay them not upon the King. 

Mr Secretary JVilliawfon.] Whenever I cafe myfelf, 
or other perfons, I defire to do it upon myfelf rather than 
the King. 

Colonel Birch.] Do what you will about reading the 
words, but keep the Order of the Houfe. Yqu are not 
to take notice of words till the Gentleman has done, be- 
caufe you know not what he will fay to foften and me- 
liorate what he has faid. This,' I underftand, is a pretty 
kind of diverfion. I affirm that Hungerford had not made 
an end of what he had. to fay. 

Sii* Willi am Coventry.] I rife to fpeak to the words that 
fell from Hanmer^ viz. *' That he did not fee how any 
Gentleman that had taken the Oath of Allegiance, can fit 
here andfuSer HungerfortTsyfords.^* Thereby he cenfures 
all thofe who do not condemn Hungerford as criminal. 
That Gentleman, and Hungerford^ and forty more may 
be fcnt to the Tower ^ upon that conftrudion, at this rate. 

But 
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Bat I would lay afide both what Hanmer and Hungerford 
have faid, and proceed to the Queftion. 

Lord Cavendijh.] The King never told us it was a War 
with France. The Minifters have, and may we not ar- 
raign the Minifters ? 

Mr Swynfn.'] The Gentleman, by Order, who takes 
exception at the words, is to tell you the words. William* 
fon has taken exception. But every time the words have 
been aflerted feveral ways, and the words are not aflerted 
but with very vaft differences. And I have the whole 
Houfe to be my witnefles. 

Then the Clerk read the words, viz, *« The world fays, and I 
do believe, there never was intended a War." > 

The Speaker.] When the words are not agreed to, 
any Gentleman may better inform you what . the words 
were. I take the words to be thefe, " There has been 
an Army raifed, under pretence of a War againft France -^ 
but we and all the world know, there was no intention of 
a War againft the French^ 

Mr SacheverelLI I aver that thofe were not the words, 

S\v Robert Sawyer,'] This is almoft as great an affront 
to the Houfe as any that has been yet, for any Gentleman 
to fay " thofe were not the words," without fhowing 
you what were die words. I would know what the 
meaning of that is. 

Sit George Hungerford.'] I am forry to be fo unhappy 
as to be mifunderftood, I have ferved the King faith* 
fiiUy. I only fpoke this as the cenfures of thofe abroad^ 
as the Chancellor has told you of ^' Coffee-houfe dif- 
courfe." ^I beg the pardon of the Houfe for what \ 
faid. I intended no reflection on the King, nor on any 
particular perfon. 

Sir Chrijiopher Mujgrave.] Exceptions were taken be- 
caufe the words refkfted on the Government. But if the 
Houfe be fatisfied, I am, and would go on to other bufi- 
iie6 ; and if you are not fatisfied, you may, according to 
Order, proceed to cenfure the Gentleman. 

Sir R<fierl Howard.] I would adjourn the Debate of 

this 
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this matter, for by it you may fave the King 5000 /. the 
Army Handing nim in fo much a day. 

The Qyeftion was thus propofed, viz. *' That the Proceedings 
of this Houfe were not the occafion of the Peace mentioned by 
the Lord Chancellor in his Speech.** 

Sir William Coventry. ] What will the cenfure be abroad, 
when the Queftion is to juftify the Houfe, that after fo 
many hours Debate, we fhould not come to a Queftion ! 
For our honour's fake let us come to a Queftion. 

Sir Edward Bering.] I am againft adjourning the De- 
bate. Either it is ufeful and neceflary, or not. There- 
fore put the previous Queftion, and they that are againft 
it, are againft that. 

The Houfe divided upon the addition to the Queftion, viz* 
-•* mentioned by the Lord Chancellor in his Speech." Which 
pafled in the negative [181 to 146.] 

Mr Powle,'] We are like to bear the charge of the War, 
and the reproach of the Peace. I would therefore have 
fomething on our books to juftify us. 

Sir "Thomas Littleton.'] 'Tis not new that the thing 

ffiould not be bare-faced on your books ; we have been 

fo all along for a War. 

The Queftion pafTed, viz. *« That the proceedings of this 
Houfe have not occafioned a Peace*." 

Occafionally, upon going into a Grand Committee, this was 
read out of the Journal. " Marth 18, 1667. Mr Prynne reports 
from the Committee about Orders, &c. ** If any motion be made 
for a public charge upon the nation, the Houfe doth not prefently 
enter into Debate of the confideration of it, but is adjourned. 
And then it is referred to a Committee, for their opinion, before 
any refolution be thereupon." 

June 3, 4 1> and 5, were fpent upon the Tax Bill for dif- 
banding the ArmyJ. 

• According to the Journal, th« % The total charge of the Arnrjy 

previous Queftion palFed in the ne- to the laft of Junt inclufive (theoff* 

gative, I }( I to 157. reckonings dedudted) amounted to 

f This dAy aSupply of ioo,oool. 300,1361. 6s. 9d. of which was re- 
was voted tor the fpeedy paying, ceived upon the Poll Bill 7e,8ooh 
disbanding, &c. to oe raikfd by a More ordered upon the Poll Bill 
fix months Tax. Aiid a Bill Was 79,100!. In all 150,0001. Sti tbi 
ordered in accordingly. joumal*> 

Thurfdayy 
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Tburfday^ yune 6. 

Complaint was made of a foreign {hip come into [the] port 
f of Portfmouth] laden with French goods, and feized by virtue 
of the A<3: [for prohibiting French commodities ; a doubt having 
arifen, touchmg tlie meaning of the word " nnported/'] 

Mr Vaugban] It is the mechanic praftice oiWefiminfier 
Hall to elude what good laws you make. {He reads the 
Claufe of the Prohibition,) The cafe Hands thus : If a veflcl 
come into a port, it fhall not be judged " importation," 
unlefs (he have broken bulk, and Hay in port two, three^ 
or four weeks •, and you are put to the coA of attendance, 
and yet flie may have all her goods ftolen away by land. 
This Law is for preventing the mifchief of vanity and 
luxury, in fpending French commodities, and for export- 
ing your own commodities. The beft expofitors of Laws 
are the Legiflators, who know their own intention ia 
making Laws. And though, God forbid your opinion 
fhould influence, yet it may guide them, and Very much^ 
in the firft impreffion of a Law. And it came from 
Provence^ and fo to London. If you pafs aft explanatory 
Voce, 'tis not in terror em^ hut in cautelam ; and.! would 
have fuch a Vote. 

Colonel Birch. ] If your Law could be executed accord- 
ing to your intention — If there come no linnen from 
France^ yet from German^ — I would have you refer this to 
a Committee to bring you a report fpeedily what's fit to 
be done in it. That's all I'll trouble you with. 

Mr SacheverelL] Whether the cafe is the fame in the 
prohibition, &c. If they come into port only, without 
ftrels of weather, or other accident, it is " importation" 
in Law — See how the times are altered. In K.James and 
Q^ Eliz. Jufion and Studd's cafe; in Plowden\ Commtn- 
taries, Magdalen College cafe. There ought to be no 
interpretation of a Law nlade, but to advance tfie public 
good, againft aiiy private cafe. I would have a decla- 
ratory Law, and in the mean time a Vote, &c. and this 
Law may do more good than the other. 

Mr 
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Mr Papillon.] We have a trade in feveral countries j 
and (hall a fhip bound from one friend's country, and put 
into port by ftrefs of weather, be forfeited •, no bills of 
lading in the cafe for England^ and no configns ? It will 
be a very hard cafe to judge this fhip forfeited. 

Mr Garroway.'] I would refer this to a Committee to 
examine matter of fa6t, and to report to you the particu- 
lar cafe. And I hope you may arrive at your end that 
way. A fhip, under pretence of carrying a little fait to 
Hamburgh^ may land French goods eafily, whilft fhe is in 
port. 

Colonel Titus."] There are more Trench goods in this 
fhip, than can be fold at Hamburgh in forty years. And 
this would be an evading of your Law. But as the Law 
is, there is fome difficulty on the informer's part, for his 
encouragement ; and he will not mdve the fire that he 
warms not himfelf by *. 

Mr^fVilliams.'] To load a Motion, is to bafHe a Motion. 
^That the goods in this fhip are French goods, is plain ; 
and that they were to be landed in England in boats. That 
..is the Queftion, whether they be forfeited, or no. Som^. 
Lawyers will fay, they are not forfeitable, and you can- 
not, by a Vote, make a prohibition to proceedings in 
ff^e/hninJier-HdilL But it may be proper for you to make 
an explanatioh of a Law made in the fame Parliament. 

Sir William Coventry.] Divers Gentlemen have fpokcn, 
and all agree to matter of faft. I would therefore lofe 
no time, but refer it to a Committee. 

[Which was done accordingly.] 

Mr Stcrttzry Willi am/on, ] I beg leave to put you in 
mind of repaying the King 200,000/. you promifed him. 
It carries with it a fum more, and makes that part of 
his Revenue, it was taken up upon, ufelefs, which was 
taken up upon your defire, and at your Motion. , Pray 
call for the account of it before you, for your fatis- 
faaion. 

* No reward was provided by the A6t. 

Sir 
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Sir Thomas Meres."], You have ordered a Bill for dif- 
banding the Army, and I have it ready for you^ 4q 
what you will with it, Til bring it up. 

Sir John Ernly.] I hope you will take fome care of thii 
fum thq King has difburfed, &c. for it is charged npoa 
that part of the Revenue that he muft eat bread by. After 
the Bill proffered you is read, pray take this into your 
confideration. 

Sit fVilliam Coventry. 1 Mr Cheney feems to challenge 
it as a right, that a Motion muft have precedency of aa 
Order or the Houfe for a Bill. A Motion is but a Mo- 
tion, let it come from whom it will. But it has no right 
to be accepted becaufe it is the firft Motion. Where was 
this money ftioved for laid out, by land, or by fea ? Surely, 
it was not in the clouds. When we fee the accounts ftar 
ted by the officers of the Navy and Ordnance, then you'll 
, fee how this money has been laid out. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I fuppofe you'll read the Bill fordif- 
banding the Army, for the neceflity of the expedition* 
As for the other Motion, it is in efFe6t already done. It 
muft either be for the Extraordinaries of the Navy, or 
Preparations for the Army. It muft be one of thofe, 
or the ordinary expence ; elfe, before you fee the Extra- 
ordinaries of the Navy, you make an Order for what's al- 
ready ordered, as if the thing fhould be twice paid. 

Mr Secretary Williamfon.'\ My meaning in minding 
you of it, was, becaufe the Houfe thought themfelves 
under fome engagement. And there is nothing prdered 
for this day. 
. The Debate went off, and the Bill was read. 

Mr Secretary Coventry interrupted the Houfe while the 
Bill was readings in the middle of it^ and excepted againfi 
the Bill^ as not drawn according to the Order of the Houfe ^ 
iut by fome private per f on. 

Mr SoUicitor Winnington ] I have not met with the 
fame proceedings, as in this Bill. I was one of the Com* 
mitCec, but I had fo much bufinefs, I could not attend • 
But I prepared a ?ill, and ggt \% ready, out of reipcd to the 

Vol. VI. F CohIp 
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Committee, and the Order of the Houfe^ In the pafling 
the Poll Bill, and the Ship-moneyBill, the King's Solli- 
citor, or the Attorney General, had the drawing the BilT. 
1 had one ready : and this morning, I underftand, another 
Bill is brought in. I know fiot the meaning of it, and I 
thought fit to inform you of it. 

The Sp'isaker.] You have agreed upon feveral heads 
for a Bill, &c. and referred the drawing of it to a Commit- 
tee, or any three of them. If that has been done, it 
dOnies regularly before you. If not, it is irregular^ 

Colonel Birch.'] I fpoke to feveral of the Committee to 
meet, and accordingly a Committee did meet, and drew 
the Bill. ♦. 

Mr Powle.J Tlrree of tfie Committee did meet. I 
came, and I conlented to it, and did agree to the Bill, 

Sir Robert Hoivard.'] Some of the Committee afked m« 
for certair) books in my office. I came to the Committee, 
and found a Gentleman in the Chair. Moft of this Bill 
was extrafted out of the other Bi:ll. I fent two meflengers 
to find out Mr Sollicitor, and I foilnd him out at the 
Committee. 

Sir Thomas Lee,] When a Gentleman informs you that 
a Bill hath not been drawn by a Committee, and the 
thing is not fo, and you have your reading of the Bill 
interrupted by it, the Hcufe ought to have reparation. 

The Speaker.] In all Bills, it is neceffary to appoint 
time and place, to be drawn in •, this Bill had no fuch Or- 
der •, it was only referred to a Committee to draw the 
Bill. 

' Sir Robert Howard.'] If it be fo, that a Bill cannot be 
drawn without Mr Sollicitor, I would be told fo, that he 
may be flayed for by the Committee. 

Co\oxit\ Birch.] I except againft anotlier thing, as if 
the Order of the Houle was, that the Bill fhoHld come 
through the Sollicitor's hands. I would never have that 
thought of here, but go on. 

Sir John Ernly.] I would kno^ whether any of the 
ihree Gentlemen, that attended the Committee, will avow 
•that they did read the-Bill. ..... 

Sin 
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Sir Thomas Meres. '\ I drew the Bill according to the 
fereviate in the Speaker's hand, and by directions. All was 
agreed to, and the Bill was read over twice at the Com^ 
mittee. 

Sir T'homas Liitleton,'] It fecms. Secretary Coventry tells 
you, " that the Committee did not draw the Bill." I af- 
firm likewife, for I was cafually there, that I heard all the 
Bill read over. (So the Clerk ^proceeded in reading the Billy 
and the Complaint went off.)- 

The Motion for 200,oool. was refumed, 5cc. 

Mr Garroway.'] If they will demand the fum, and ap- 
ply it neither to the fhips nor the land forces, it muft b« 
for intelligence. 1 would fee what head this fum is under, 
before we confider of it* 

Mr Powle.] The King faid " He could neither fpeak 
nor act without fuch a fum, &c." You defiredhim to g6 
on, and you would pay htm. Then we were prorogued ; 
and when we met again, we found neither " fpeaking nor 
afting" at all. The King did " fpeak " then, what I am 
forry to remember now ; and as for " adling," our foldiers 
'fought under the French banners all that fummer. This 
is the "fpeaking and adling;" and nothing done towards 
'Alliances from May to January^ and" our promife of the 
money was, to the end the King jfhould have done it im- 
mediately. I believe we are not engaged to re-imburfc 
the money, for there is nothing done that we defired. I 
believe we fhall find many workmen and ftores in arrear, 
and I am confident you are put upon the point for that. 
If you will, confider firft whether you are obliged or no* 
'If you will confider of Accounts offered you, you admit 
the thing. Therefore 1 would adjourn the Houfe. 

Mr StcvttdiVf Coventry*'] I can fay, by virtue of that 
Aft, men have lent money^ and had fecurity upon it-^And 
that, by virtue of your promife, that fecurity is not revo* 
cable. Appoint a day that the Houfe may be certified. 
And fee what the Accounts are. 

'- Mr Sachever ell.] I am not afraid of this Debate, at its 
*pr<^>er tuxiie. ..Saturday 1 vrould hovQ our Addrefs read. 

Ft and 
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and our Reafons, and fee how far we are obliged, and 
appoint that time alfo, to fee what great fums have gone 
out of the Exchequer for fecret fervice, by Privy Seals. 

Colonel Titus.'] If it belongs to you to pay them, you 
may order taking the Accounts ; if not, it belongs to you 
to take no Accounts. And that is the Debate proper to 
be adjourned. 

Sir William Coventry.'] We have no other abfolution 

from this charge, but that the thing was not in purfuance 

of our intention- But for avoiding the prdmife by the 

Prorogation, that part I difclaim wholly. 

A Debate arifnig, Whether the Accounts for the Difburfement 
of the 2CO,ooo/. be brought in on Saturdayy that Debate was 
adjourned. 

Friday^ June 7. 

Mr Secretary Coventry delivered to thq Houfe the following 
Meflage from his Majefty : 

" Charles R, 
*' His Majefty, in his Speech to both Houfes, pn the 23d of 
May laft, told you, '^ That, if he were able, he would keep up 
his Army, and Navy at fca, for fome time, till a Peace were con- 
cluded, if that muft be : But, becaufe that would depend upon 
your fupplics, he left it to you to confider, whether to provide for 
their fubfiftance, or to difband them fooner." His Majefty hath 
often fince had his thoughts employed upon the fame fubje<9:, and is ' 
every day more and more confirmed in his firft opinion, viz. That 
the faving a few days expence can no way countervail the pre- 
judice that would arife from the parting with his Fleet and Army, 
if, after that, a Peace fliould not follow. And though it ihould, 
yet the hazarding fo much, upon a bare prefumption of the i/Tue 
of a thing in itfclf altpgether uncertain, and quite out of his own 
power, is hardly to be countenanced by any precedent. His Ma- 
jefty again therefore recommendeth to the confideration of this 
Houfe his advice of the 23d of A4ay laft, That they would fee 
the efied^s of the Ccflation in Flanders^ befor&his Majefty be ne- 
ceflitated to difarm himfelf ; but more efpecially, that you would 
confider of th.at part of the Army which is in Plunders ; which if 
he ftiould recall before the Peace, it would be liable to a very baji 
conft.ruclion, viz. That having taken feveral of the King of 
^pc'in^ towns into his proteftion, he had, Without any reafonable 
wai-ning in (Srder to their regarrifoning, withdrawn his forces, 
find abp.ndoned thofe towns %td the difcrelion of the enemy." 

Mr 
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• Mr Secretary Coventry.'] Letters from feveral hands in- 
form the King of the danger of OJiend^ by the approach 
of the French^ and whether is it for your honour, that the 
King fhould withdraw thofe forces out of Flanders^ now 
the French Army runs up to the very gates of Brujfels ? 

Sir William Coventry.] I rife not to fay any thing to 
the Meflage. As I like not very well extemporary prayers, 
fb I would not make extemporary anfwers to my Prince. 
I believe this Truce may end in a Peace, and poffibly a 
few days may fhow you fome extraordinary thing to en- 
lighten you. And if a War fhould be after the Truce, 
then we may fend the forces where we intended them. 
^Tis faid by Birkenhead^ " that 50,000/. is no great fum for 
the continuance of the Army for fome time longer," but 
becaufc of the fears and jealoufies of the Long Parlia- 
ment .of 1 64 1 (which was the Long Parliament then) I 
do not remember, that after the Northern Army was dif- 
banded, fears and jealoufies were removed. Thpre'were 
jealoufies then, that there was a defign to bring up the 
Army to purge the Houfe. If there be fears and jealou- 
fies, then take away the caufe, viz. this Army and Po- 
pery. And when thefe are removed, thofe fears will va- 
jiifli ; and thefe are great occafions of fears and jealoufies. 
And till the caufe be removed, reprehending fears and 
jealoufies will not take them away. You fliould take 
fome refolution about the King's Speech before you can 
"go through the Bill of difbanding. If you continue 
the Army, the Bill muft be enlarged. Poflefs yourfelves 
only of the Bill. One day, I fee, teaches and enlightens 
another ; and poffibly the King may, in a few days, give 
you farther light for difbanding or keeping the Army 
up. He may give you more light, as he receives it. 

Sir John Hanmer ^^^^ of thefe jealoufies^ like to thofe of 
1 64 1 , with fome exceptions at Coventry. 

Sir William Coventry. '\ I hope I faid nothing that : ave 
offence. What I meant was, that when the Army was re- 
jnoved, jealoufies, &c. would be removed, and Popery too. 
It was far from my thoughts that any man could make 
fuch Gonftrudtion of what I faid, as to bring it to 1641. 

F3 The 
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The ground of our fears and jcaloufies plainly is, that Ihe 
pretence of a truce, from time to time, would be ftill an 
occafion of keeping up the Army. 

The King's Meffage was ordered to be confidered on Tuefday. 

[The Bill for paying and disbanding the Forces, &c« was read 
a fecond time.] 

Saturday 9 June 8, 

Sir Solomon Swale fent the Speaker a letter to excufe his attend- 
ance on the Houfe, by reafon of a quartan ague, that had reduced 
him to great weaknefs. He defired to be heard by his Counfel, 
at the Bar, by reafon of his unwarrantable profecution to convic* 
lion of Poper}'^, at the Sefljons at the Old Bailey. 

Mr Williams.'] Difmembering a Member is a very ten- 
der point. 'Tis fuggefted that Swale is a convided Recu- 
fant. The Queftion before you is, not whether he be con- 
vifted, or notconvifted, of Rccufancy, but whether he be 
truly convided or not in the Exchequer, or King's Bench ; 
and till it be voided there, it is a legal convidtion. Thftt a 
Popifh Recufant cannot be a Member, ypu have deter-? 
mined in Sir Thomas Strickland^ % cafe *• 

Sir William Coventry.'] 'Tis faid to be done by matter of 
Record, which is always credited here. If a man come 
with the Record of his return, he fits here by that Record, 
and you can hear no Counfcl in Swaleh cafe. No man 
fits here upon a falfe return, till firft the Record be ipcnded 
— And becaufe you have not the tryal of con virion of a 
Member before you, the Law has made thisof Recufancy 
cafy. For he may be taken off, by his conformity. . The 
Teft of the new Aft is not required to take off conviction, 
for that is only for offices. If he takes the Oaths of Alle- 
giance and Supremacy, and conforms to the Church, 
&c. that is eafily taken ofi^. But to have Counfel, in ^ 
thing that is not judgeable here ; I would not have you 
meddle with it. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.'] I would have the officers of the 
Exchequer acquaint you how the thing ftands, as to 
Swale* s convidion. Suppofe a Member, after he is chofen, 
&c. takes not the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremagyj^ and 

• See Vol. IV. p. I s«. . 

hQ 
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he petitions you to fit here, without taking them; I 
would have the officers of the Exchequer' bring you the. 
Record of the procefs. 

The Clefk of the Crown brought in /the Record of theConvic^ 
tion at the Old Baileyy but this gave no fatisfa<9:ion, and fo the 
Exchequer officers were called for, but were not at the door. 

The Speaker.] The method here of Swale may be the 
cafe of any Member. There needs nothing more to con- 
vi6t a Popifh Recufant than not being at his Parifh 
Church, &c. for the Ipace of a month, without reafon- 
able excufe, when perhaps he goes to another Church 
elfewhere. Therefore pray be very tender in this. 

Sijr John Trevor.^ The matter has been depending thefe 
nine months, and how eafily might Swale have recon- 
ciled himfelf in that time t Pray give not coumtenance to 
a Papift to fit in the Houfe. 

The Officers of the Exchequer were ordered to attend on. 
Monday next, with the Record of Conviction. 

The Order of the day was read, to confider of reimburfin^ 
the King the 200,000/. &c. charged upon the credit of the A(S 
for additional Excife. 

Mr Secretary JVilliamfon.'] Some time might have been 
faved, if you had pleafed to receive the Accounts of the 
King's difburfements when they were offered. If you 
pleafe to accept of thofe Accounts now, they are ready, 
and let the thing have the juftice, that you, in your honour, 
ihall thmk fit. 

Mr Mallet.] There has been little performance of the 
conditions the promife was made upon, and fo there is 
no obligation upon you. After the CeflTation, if we have 
a War, then it is fitter for a renovation. Therefore put 
the confideration of it off, till next meeting. (Infandum 
renovare dolorem.) As for the Alliance, look upon it 
one way, and it is an angel ; look upon it another way, 
and it is a worfe thing. 

Colonel Birch.'] I think it fit now to take this into 
confideration. You are moved by Mallet to let it reft 
tfll you meet again j but if you'll go on now, then read 

F 4 the 
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the Addreflcs, and the Aft of Parliament relating there-^ 
unto, and you'll fee how far the obligation goes. 

The Addrefles were read of March 9, and Jpril 1 1 ; and the 
Claufe in the Aft was read, for the credit <rf the 200,000/. 

Sir Thomas Meres. ^ Thefe Leagues are tb be madeof^ 
fenfive and defenfive, againft the growth and power of 
the French King. Whatfoever is preparatory to this, the 
condition is performed. The Alliance with the States 
General was only pretended, but not with Denmark^ nor 
the Emperor. Nor are you obliged to a condition not 
performed on the other part. 

Mr Secretary C^i;^»/r)'.] The condition of the Treaty 
was, that the King of France fhould go no farther in his 
conquefts, and that things Ihould be preferved as they 
are — ^^ Treaty ofFenfive and defenfive," may be a War. 
You did not conclude in Alliances, but for an aftual War. 
Thefe Alliances were " with " and " if they made aWar." 
The Addrefs of May was — " Your Majefty may reft 
confident we fhall ftand by you, &c." By the fame con- 
fequence, if there be not a War, neither the Army nor 
Navy (hall be paid. They were raifed to put the king- 
dom into a condition of fafety. What part of the 
200,000/. is" not laid out to that purpofe ? If it be not fb 
laid out, you are not obliged to pay it. 

Sir George Hungerford.] The King approves not of our 
Addrefles for thofe Alliances, and it is plain he approves 
not of our Money. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I defire to obferve the time in this 
matter •, that muft lead all your Debate. It was then 
you made an excufe for 600,000/. when the King de- 
manded it, but you gave him credit upon the Aft, I 
would have it confidered, whether this is luch an obliga- 
tory promife, that you are bound by it. Now whether 
the League was half made, or three quarters made, all 
-was one. You went into the country, and were prb- 
rogued, and you were to return a full Houfe, in expeftation 
that the Leagues were made. In nine months following 
nothing of the condition was performed, and you have 
declared " thofe Leagues were not according to your Ad- 
drefles.'* 
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4rcfles." A dangerous confecjuence may arife out of 
thefe proceedings, the moft deftrudtive ! and England may 
be no longer England. If you now make Peace, it may 
be more chargeable to be defended, than an aftual War. 
And the preparations will be fo great, if a real War, that 
the nation will not be able to bear it. With the Poll Bill, 
and the other Bill, a million has been given already, and 
now this 200,000/. is no part of all this preparation; 
and all this while here's no fort of War, nor any thing 
like it. You have not time to look into the Revenue, 
to fee what has been fpared out of it towards this charge. 
This looks as if it were to fright you out of your de- 
fence, when you fhall have a War indeed. And now if 
you vote yourfelves under an obligation to pay money 
for what was none of your advice, you throw all back 
upon yourfelves. 

Mr Secretary William/on.'] Thofe who made the Alli- 
ances, wifh them much better ; but feeing they are ob- 
tained with great difficulty, to quiet the minds of the 
people, in flopping the growth of France^ though they . 
are not fo good as^ood men could wifh, yet a promife fhall 
riot be vaeated, if the party has performed his part, as 
much as he is able. This fum of money, now in que- 
flion, was given for extraordinary preparations, to enable 
the ICing to go and contract fuch Alliances •, and though 
thofe Alliances are " not according to your Addrefles,'* 
. ^becaufe the Houfe fays " they are not," I fay fo too) yet 
this money was expended in order to the Alliances you 
defired, for preparations for fuch Alliances ; and they 
not coming up to your fenfe, you made a difficulty of it. 

Mr Vaughan.'] I deny IVilliamfon^s argument, &c. 
Now the Queflion is. Whether their own a6t has not ta- 
Jcen off the obligation, by the Prorogation. Will you 
be bound by nothing but money, and have all your Bills 
cut off? If you'll be bound by a Vote, the next Parlia- 
ment is as much bound by a Vote of yours, as this after 
a Prorogation* 'Tis moll certain that no Alliances have 
been made according to your Addrefles. And for what 
can this money be demanded ? Look upon your firfl A£l, 

and 
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and the Addrefs. The reft refer to that. I had father 
hear them fay candidly, " we want fo much money," 
than con>e upon fuch a pretence as the thing will not 
bear. 

Sir John KnigbL] So many fums are aflced for, day af- 
ter day^ that the nation cannot bear it. I would fee all 
our miferies at once, and let us fee them. The 200,000/. 
is for nothing but to make a Peace, &c. 

Mr Pefys.] When Knight lays one hand on his heart, 
lie fhould lay the other on his face, for fliaine. For the 
preparations for fhips, &c. Knight knows that to be un- 
true. Knight has had, four or five days, account of 
every farthing, the quantity of Navy goods, the price, and 
date, to the value of a lanthorn. He has been offered 
original contrads exprefsly for preparations of this War. 
Another thing that he tells you is no lefs diftant from the 
truth than that, and no lefs diftant from his knowledge 
to be true. Take all together, and it comes not wp to 
400,000/. and he has told you double. FJl rather fuf- 
fer, than not fet you right. If I muft fuffer, I'll do it 
all together. Another Gentleman (Lee) fays,*' I do greatly 
apprehend the confequences of this 200,oooA that poftc- 
rity Ihould fee, and be affrighted, that the very entrance 
into the War, (hould be a greater charge than the War 
itfelf." Had the War gone on, the Navy part would 
have come to 1,400,000/. If I muft give offence, 1*11 
do it all together. In 1652 and 1653, thofe never to be 
forgotten times, in thofe hufbandry times, no Army wa$ 
raifed, &c. nor fears of the King of France^ yet the Navy 
came to 1,700,000/. in one year's War with thcDutcbf 
' And the greateft year in our Dutch War came but t& 
1,400,000/. Is this fo dreadful, when all your charge 
upon this occafion has come but to 400,000/. ? Would 
you have thought yourfelves fafe in Alliances, without a 
Fleet ? This has been expended for the fafcty of the 
kingdom -, and fhould the King of France have found 
you not navally provided, would you have been fafe by 
your Alliances ? This cannot be thought an unneceflary 
preparation for a thing fo eflential. I move, therefore, 

that 
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that you would interpret your Addrefs, fo as to admit 
this a good debt. . 

Mr Garroway.] That fo much money Ihould go out 
of the Cuftom-houfe (as you have been told) and the 
Navy be in fuch a pickle, is ailrange thing, Pefys defies 
you ; he fays, " If he muft give offence, he will do it all 
together." He bid Knight " lay his hand upon his 
heart, and upon his face, &:c." I move to have the words 
written down. 

They were written dawn. He explained. 

Mr Pepys.'] I cannot recoiled: that ever I behaved my- 
felf to this Houfe but with all the reverence and refpeifl 
that becomes me. I do moft . heartily beg the pardon of 
the Houfe, if I have given offence. The tendernefs I 
have for truth, has conftrained me to fay what I did. And 
no man that refiefts on my words can think I meant the 
body of the Houfe. And fo, I pray, what I faid may be 
taken. If any Gentleman makes other conftrudions, I 
heartily aflc his pardon. And I appeal to Mr Powle 
whether this was not faid at the Committee ; what was 
urged was to the reproach of the Navy-ofKce, and I gave 
the Office its reputation. Pray, Sir, forgive me, if I was 
tranfported to hear the fame thing faid over again here. 

The Speaker.] I have the honour to ferve the King in 
the Navy -office, and I deferve to be hanged, if I (hould 
put that upon the Navy which is charged on the ftores, 
and all thofe with me. 

Mr Powle.'] What Pepys prefented to the Committee, by 
the Officers of the Navy, were exclufive to the old ihips. 

Mr Garroway. \ Are not the Cuftoms, Tonnage, and 
Poundage, for the maintenance of the Navy ? I think 
that at the Committee, it is an unequal thing to have the 
Navy books put upon them. It is impoffible for the Com- 
mittee to make any thing of them. And now having loft all 
our Bills and Addrefles, are we obliged in Prorogation only 
for money ? Pray let the million, and this 200,000 /. go 
together. Shall we never be unfhackled ? The Navy has 
not been repaired in two or three years, but talk but of a 
War with Atf^r^, and you fhall have money prefently. 

The 
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The Poll-Bill amounted to 400,000/. No man modeftly 

can fay lefs. The difbanding the Army will come to 

200,000/. and with all this not one Ihip at fea. The 

ftanding rigging, and apparel of the (hips are all laid up, 

fafe, I fuppofe, unlefs they be fent into France^ as they were 

before. I am one of thofe fools that believe at laft we 

fhall have a War, &c. If there have been faults, let this 

200,000/. go with them, for Til not give a penny to re- 

imburfe it. 

Then the Queftion was thus ftated: '^ Whether there recnains 
any obligation upon the Houfe to repay his Majefty the 200,000/. 
charged upon the credit of the Aft of additional Excifc.*' 

Sir Thomas Meres,'] The promife was at our next meet- 
ing, &c. We met then, and expefted that Alliances 
fliould have been made, and nothing was done. Muft 
we eternally be obliged by this ? I do affirm that 500,006/. 
per annum^ of the Cuftoms, ought to go towards guarding 
the fea, and let that be under your confideration. I am 
negative totally to this Queftion, for TU not lofe my mo- 
ney, as if I were outwitted. 

Mr Powle.] The Queftion is now ftriftly, " Whether 
we are bound in juftice to repay this money, &c." I will 
feparate my argument from all other confiderations. Our 
defires tended not to keep Flanders in the fame ftation it 
was, but to leflen the power of the French King. Out 
promifes were made the 29th of March^ in cafe there 
ftiould happen a War with the French King. Here it 
comes to be, that Alliances muft be made which were not 
nine months after, and you have cenfured them, as not 
made according to your Addrefles, and (o there is no ob- 
ligation upon you. Next, there*s the Bill for the additi- 
onal duty upon the Excife, &c. and atour next meetings &c. 
Does not the promife wholly refer to our next meeting ? 
The money muft have been laid out in fuch extraordinary 
manner, in purfuance of our Addrefles. Here's nobody can 
fay that the 200,000/. was laid out before our next meet- 
ing. There has been nothing extraordinary done, that I 
know of, unlefs entertaining the French Ambaflador at 
NewmarkeL *Tis one thing to repay, and another thing 

to 
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to give. I would not defraud the fubjeft, nor be eternal- 
ly bound up by this promife. We defired a War, and 
we have Peace. We defired to leflen the power of the 
French King, and we make Peace to greaten him. We 
defired an Alliance with Holland^ and we, by our way of 
Treaty, have put them into the French proteftion.. To 
that argument, that the promife is annulled by the Proro- 
gation, I am unwilling to take that advantage ; but if 
fome things fhall be difcharged and other things remain^ 
after a Prorogation, 'tis a condition I am yery unwilling 
this Houfe fliould be brought into. 

Sir William Coventry. '\ Since we are come to that con- 
dition we are told of, it becomes us ftriftly to confider 
what to do in matter of money. For either we muft 
give up the nation, or unftring our pyrfes. A great fum 
it muft be, and what fhall we carry home to the people 
for it but this news, that the King of France is greater 
than ever he was ? And in probability may have fuch an 
influence on Holland^ that we one time or other may have 
them our enemy ? And this is our great comfort for giv- 
ing 800,000/. Having faid this, I. come to what is 
ftridly before you. * Is there no obligation upon the Mi- 
nifters to keep the Navy in repair, unlefs we do it ? Are 
not the Cuftoms to do it? (They were not given for a 
Revenue, &c. though they are called " a Revenue.") But 
I hoped they might have gone towards reparation of 
the Navy. I cannot allow the putting the fliips in repair 
to \>z part of this charge given us in. They ought to have 
been in repair. You were told, " That lefs than 600,000/. 
could not make the King fpeak nor a6t." Then fure thofe 
things were not done. We faid, v/hen that fum was de- 
manded, " That the Houfe was empty, &c.'* And, pro- 
vided that nothing might ftick on our hands, we defired 
to meet after Rafter^ in order to extraordinary preparations, 
and then we were ready to do our parts ; but flill let not 
advantage be taken upon tenderer words v/e ufed to the 
King than to other men. We fpeak not to the King in 
the ftrift ftyle of condition, and which a-mounts to fo 
much,." That for your Majefty*s extraordinary occafions 

we 
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we give you the Excife, and what can it be more than fbi* 
the Navy ? If your Majefty lay out 200,000/. fhow us 
Alliances according to our defires, and we will fupport you 
in them, and reimburfe that." The King told us, " He 
could notfpeak nor aft, &c.'* but furely after all this, wc 
expedled that fomething would have been done of fuch 
public offence to the King of France^ as would have pro- 
duced a War. After Rafter^ when we were ready to do 
our parts, we were fent home with a perfedt difallowance 
of what we did. The moft remarkable thing in the in-" 
terim was a Proclamation, that we fliould not meet till 
December. From all this I reckoned that the King had 
provided for our fecurity, having told us, '* he could not 
fpeak nor aft under 600,000/." But if they put us off 
till Aprily that muft fupply the money, I cannot think 
one tittle intended till September^ but all thoughts of Pcacc^ 
Therefore, I do not think the obligation is at all upon' 
you. Plainly you did expeft fpeedily entering into Alli- 
ances, and to be perfefted and imparted to you at your 
next meeting ; ftill expefting that the 200,000/. would have 
been laid out. I am forry to give a negative to money, 
but as this matter doth (land, I think there is no obliga^ 
tion upon us to reimburfe the 200,000/. And I muft give 
my negative to it. 

The Queftion being put. That there remains an obligation upon 
this Houle to repay [his Majefty] the 200,000/. charged on the 
credit of the Aft for additional Excife, it pafied in the aflirma*- 
tive, 177 to 162. 

Sir William Coventry.] Now the Queftion is over, I 
would not (according to feveral Motions) have any thing 
to do >vith accounts any farther. You have voted the 
200,000/. and farther accounting will be farther wrang- 
ling. I defire only that it may be avowed Upon your 
Books, that the Navy is now in repair, that hereafter we 
be not put to thofe reckonings again, and yet find the 
Navy out of order. 

[Jung 10. Qmitted#] 
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Tuefdayj June ii. 

The lloufet according to Order, took into confideration his 
Majefty's MeHage j (fee p. 68.) which was read to the Houfe. ^ 

Debate. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] The Speaker ought to have 
read the King's Meffage, and not the Clerk. 

Sir Wtllhm Coventry J\ I have obferved, that the King's 
Meffage^ always, at the firft reading, is read by the 
Speaker, but if read again, by the Clerk. The Speaker 
reads it the firft time, and we are all uncovered ; the Clerk 

. the fccond time, and we are all covered. 

Mr Secretary WilliamfonJ] The Queftion is, "Whether 
you will go into a Committee with inftruftions relating 
to the Bill, or. Whether you will go ujDon the Meflage, in 
the Houfe. The parting with your Forces before the 
Peace be beyond doubt or certainty of the poflibility of 

: a War, may be of ill confequence. I will beg leave to ac- 

. quaint you with one thing that happened. On Sunday they 
had a new Memorial of the danger of the Confederates 
difbanding. Now whether you will proceed in the Houfe, 
or by way of inftruftion to the Committee, along with 
the Bill, is to be confidered. 

Mr Powk.'] This is fitter for meditation than difcourfe. 
By that little experience that I have, I find there. is an al- 

• teration of affairs here, and all Europe over. It is com- 
mon, in all makings of Peace, that the Allies have room 
to come in. And I would know from the honourable per- 
fons, how we are comprehended, whether with France^ 
or the Confederates, or neither fide ? And what benefit 
the Peace will be to England ? The Dutch defire Peace, to 
facilitate their Commerce. And for us to raife an Army, 

: and continue it, to no purpofe, I think not advifable. 
Mr Secretary Coventry.] In this interim, the Confede- 

. rates have time to come in and accept of the Peace. It 

. may prove a dead child -, it may be abortive ; — 'tis a thing 
that depends upon other men -,-7— a liale time will tell you j 
>— but till thcn^ I am not able to fay any thing. 

Mr 
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Mr Vaughan,'] Coventry miftook Powle's queftion, 
^hich was, " In what part of the Alliance we ftand 
comprehended, whether on the French fide, or on the 
Confederates ? ** 

Mr Secretary Cw<?»/ry.] That muft be the refult from 
the AmbaiTador's negociation at Nimeguen. 

Mr Powle.] 1 fee not, either from the ftatc of affairs 
at home or abroad, that a (landing Army is a conveni- 
ent thing for us, efoecially for home. We are told, " we 
are in the ftate of mediators, indifferent between both 
parties •, and neither to aflift the King/* We hear of 
great jealoufies the Dutch government has of us ; and if 
fo, they care not to fee our Army on the other fide of 
the water -, and the Spaniards are jealous of us, as to 
France \ and if we are in no condition to make War with 
the French^ and that we cannot, &c. I would willingly 
make Peace with them. If they be not your friends, 
prevent them from being your enemies. Thefe new 
Forces may engage us in new broils, and we fhall have 
no body to afiift us. As for giving advice in this cafe, 
I know not what to fay, we having been fo fliarply re- 
primanded for it already. For my ftiare of it, as to the 
protection of the King of Spahi^ remembering that when 
we adviftd tlie King about a French War, we were 
checked for it, therefore I move to anfwer the King's 
Meflage, " that we leave it to him." And if there may 
be any Claufe in the Bill, to continue the Forces in Flan^ 
ders^ that are tlicre, I am not againft it. 

Mr Secretary Willi amfon^\ It is not intended to keep 
thofe Forces up — But this is what we have been wifhing 
and advifing this year •, and it is offered, for their fakes, 
to keep thofe men on foot only in Flanders^ till a Peace 
be fettled. And their intereft for fo much is ours. It is 
a(ked, " What part we fliall ha^e in this Peace ? " The 
King only knows, when the Peace is made, what, in- 
tereft not only is for his' Allies, but for himfelf too, ' 
It will be an affront to the King, who has flood Media- 
tor in this Peace, not to name him in it, if he pleafes to 
be named. 

Sir 
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^ir William Coventry ] I rife now principally to fpcak 
to the condition we are in, &c. I hope we are now doing 
fomething for England. We have done fomething for 
France^ I am fure, and for the Spaniard. And if the King 
leave them to the Spaniards and Germans^ I am fure it is no 
difhonourable thing. But why we (hould be at the charge, 
and the Spaniard throw up the game, I underftand not* 
The Dutch defire the King to keep up his forces, and they 
thereby fpare their own. But fJiali our fecurity be the 
better for this ? But I cannot believe that our Minifters 
have, all this while, been afleep, but have fccured our 
fafety with the King of France. I am not fo far of opi* 
nion with P&wky as to difclaim this of the Peace, and the 
War ; but it has not been anfwered, " To what cffeft thofe 
Forces are to be kept up in Flanders^ for the good of^ 
England? '* When the French King fent proportions of 
Peace- to Nimeguen^ in the front of it the King of Eng* 
land undenalces that Sweden fhall be fatisfied. If that be fo, 
we may be engaged in a War with the Swede^ &c. As 
to the matter of a Fleet, &c. the King of France has 
no Fleet, in thefe feas, to contend with the fourth part 
of what you have. I fuppofe there is an ufe of Ibme fhipa 
for tolTing your men into Flanders \ and a few may do^ 
that. Unlefs the Confederates give us good fecurity to be 
fupported, why fliould we offend the ir^ri^. King, un* 
Icfs we offend him^ to fome purpofe .? We may be embark* 
cd in mifchief and ejtpence, by keeping up their Forces* . 
I would have that matter enlightened to us, before we 
proceed any farther. 

V Mr Garroway.'] If Holland and Spain have accepted of 
Peace, then we are out of doors. They have taken care, 
of themfclves, and where is the difhdnour, and where is the ' 
ioconvcnience, of recalling thofe Forces out of Flanders ? 
1( the Peace be a gQod Peace, why do not we come into 
it ? If bad, why do we not protett againft it ? It is a ftrange 
intricate thing, that fuch and fuch a thing may happen, 
therefore we muft keep up an Army. If you recall them 
out of FlMderSy they and thefe here may be drfb^nded- 
The CcilatiQn of Arms may be for thrqe Years. I would, 

VouVV Q ' know 
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know whether we are under an obligation to keep the 
Army up for three yeai-s. Such things have happened, 
and may again. All have accepted the Geflation, ex- 
cept fome Northern Princes ; and as for the Emperor, 
furely the Houfe of Aujiria will not totally leave him 
out. I fee nothing new before us, theiefore, according 
to the firft advice, you may very well go on with the Bill 
for difbanding the Army. 

Sir Charles Wheeler, '\ 'Tis but a few days that are de- 
fired to fee what will become of the Peace, " till the 27th 
oijulyr 

Colonel Birch."] Will any man tell me, that's an argu- 
ment "till the 27th of Jidy?^^ Keep up the Army for 
fear of the Kingof j^;v2;/r(f, and keep it up for ever. To 
my capacity, we are {lill in the fame darknefs as when we 
firft raifed this Army. If we had more clearnefs and plain- 
nefs, the thing would fucceed mruch better. 'Tis prefied 
to know on which fide we fall, and v/here's our benefit, 
by the Peace ? To which I hear not one word of anfvcer. 
What do we ^t.? What's our advantage ? The cui bono? 
I doubt not, the hcnouj'iibk^ pcrfons, if they pleafe, could 
rcil you. Shall we hire merchant fiiips and fire-fhips 
2br nothin? The War was intended againft France^ 
bur, inftcad of that, tliis is to make War againft ourielves, 
by the great chr^rgc. It cannot be thought that this is 
undertaken for i'-ct^i.-;;/, ike. Every man knows, thefe 
great fiiips muft do fomething before the icth of y&- 
gufi^ for it is nor fafe to keep them longer out *. If it be 
for our fears oi' Franre^ &c. that will never be at an end, 
and thofe fears will be hotter and hotter upon us, and 
the King of France cannot difi^and his Army. He tnuft 
keep his peopli*. in order. Kither we have affurancc 
with the Confederates, or with France, Having no more 
light, I know nothing you can farther do, than to pro- 
ceed upon the Bill for difi:>anding; and to fill it up here- 
after, as the King fiiali better inform you. 

♦ It may not be amifs to obfcrve flnps (larger than any that were 
here, that Navigrrtion is juw To built in thof* days) arc able to 
ji.»A.li improved, rli.iT the Jargcft- i'^cp the fea aJ! the winter, 

* • Lord 
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. Lord Cavendijh.l Could the King o{ France ever have had 
a more glorious Peace than this ? Tliis Army we have 
raifed has augmented his glory. 'Tis too much to keep 
up thefe Minifters, who have fo much abufed the nation^ 
and the Army both. Therefore! would difband the 
Army. 

' Sir tbomas Lee.'] By the " 27th cijuly'' the Ceffatioii 
will be over. What can thefe nev/ forces do, to be fenlj 
over? Time of adion v/ill be palL Therefore! fee no 
ufe of them at all, and I would go into a Gfand Commit- 
tee, upon die difbjmding Bill. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] Our advice was not followed, but 
that of the Privy Council is. And can any man fay, that 
England is in a good condition ? Our advice is to be taken, 
and is much better than theirs. Pray leave the Chair. 

• Mr Bennet.] I am more afraid of French Minifters than' 
a (landing Army. He then told a fiory^ refleSIing upon 
Lord ^reafurer Danby . When he was in France laft, be^ 
ing to fight with a French Marquefs, he dcfired an Engtijh 
Gentleman to be his fecond, who came in gre^at hart^ to do 
him that fervice from Rouen. When the Gentlerhan came^ 
&c. he told him, " He had killed the Marquefs in a ren- 
counter the day before." But foon after, the Gentlemari 
going to Court faw the Marquefs there, &c. He made 
his comparifon of raijing the Army^ to Danby*j killing the 
Marqicefs, The Jlory occajioned much mirth in the Houfe^ 
and aftertjoards fome libels, 

: yix Garroway.] Plainly I would have the Queftion^ 
V Whether you will give any farther inftruftions to the 
Corhmittee, for altering the time of difbanding the Army 
before the 27th of July,^' 

Sit Thomas Littleton,] I am not altogether for difclaim- 
ing this power of advice, &c. though Pcwle intended it 
not fo far. I am of opinion ftill for a War -with France^ 
if a Treaty with the Confederates, and the Emperor, 
inay be obtained* But now it is remarkable that the 
Spaniards have accepted and figried the Peace. But Ger- 
ptany has not, whom alone we would aftift. This Ad- 
drefsqf.ouns has been waved, and no encouragement 

G 2 has 
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has been given us. But I was never for a War, before 
we had Alliances made. And if no Alliances are made, 
we have no encouragement to go into War. The Par- 
liament and nation were very zealous for War, and not 
for enlargement of dominion, but for the true intereft of 
the nation. But the nation having been thus uled, 
though there may be forwardnefs elfewhere, there may 
be backwardnefs with us here. We have given a mil- 
lion of money for this War with France. And what 
comes of it ? A million for our mifery ! 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] There arefome in the world, and, 
perhaps, here, that think a War may be. But for the 
forces abroad the charge is not much. 1 70,006/. will 
difband and pay them off, a fum not worth raifmg by 
a tax — for the King to keep the Peace, and not with- 
draw his forces before others do. If they difband *' at 
the end of the Ceflation," and the Englijh Army '* forth- 
with" difband, I fhall agree to that. 

Sir John Hotham.'] I differ from Littleton % for I think 
thofe forces went into Flanders in time of Peace, and not 
of War. If Gentlemen had forefeen Peace, no man would 
have been enticed to have raifed them. But thefe forces 
in Flanders may be a nefl-egg, &c. and fince we have no 
War, and they have been raifed by tricks and^ deceits 
upon you here, I would not have them kept up by tricks 
and conceits that we underfland not. 

Mr VaughanS\ The Crown of £«f /tf»^ is eftablifhed by 
Laws ; and had it not been fo. King Jobn^^ refignarion 
to the Pope had been good. If any man is fo hardy as 
to advife the King to govern by a flanding Army,' he 
would fubvert Law -, and it is againft the government of 
the nation. The King has his Pojfe Comitattts^ and the 
Militia, to oppofe- invafion and rebellion ; and he may 
raife arms for defence of an Alliance. Thefe arc all the 
ends to anfwer jufl Government, and I believe the King 
will do no otherwife. But the keeping this Army up, is 
certainly in terrorem populi •, and the Laws abhor all arms 
but legal arms. 1 hefe forces are upon free quarter, and 
if you let them ftand againft Law, you will have littk 

ufc 
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ufe of Law — ^when their ftrength is above Law. The 
longer you keep them here, the longer you muft pay for 
them, and fo you give up the liberties of the people you 
reprelent. You cannot keep them one hour long<^, 
without giving up thofe you reprefent. 

Mr Swynfih ] The account we can give of all the mo- 
ney that has been raifed is, that it has been totally loft, 
for the end we gave it. If a m^n can give no other ag- 
count to him that trufts him with his money, but " that 
he was deceived, and outwitted," will it not make a man 
careful in the reft of his reckonings ? Poflibly, at a Com- 
mittee, fomething may arife out of it, to bring in fomc 
new Motion -, but I would fit from day to day, till we 
have finiflied the Bill. 

Mr SacbeverelL] This is a ftrange Debate, fuch as I 
never heard before, and, no farther reafon affigned, we 
muft renounce what we have pafled upon a folemn Debate. 
Let Gentlemen ' remember what wa$ fpoken the other 
day, when " the laft of June^* was propofed for dift)and- 
ing, &c. It was faid, " the forces abroad could not be 
paid under a month's time." And if that averment I>e 
true, we are under an impoffibility of doing it. It looks 
as if an eflay is made upon us, in time of Peace, how 
we fliall admit a Handing Army by confent. The fame 
argument may be ufed, one, two, or three months hence. 
If k be for the honour of the King, &c. that is as good 
a reafon as for the Army in Scotland. No man can think 
theie forces are kq)t up for the fafety of Flanders. At a 
month's end you may be told, that theCeflation will be for 
three months more, and as good a reafon for the prece- 
dent then, as now. Is it that we fhould increafe jealou- 
fies in HaUandj and they leap into the King of France*s 
arms ? Therefore I can never give confent to one day's 
Jcnlargfement of the time of dift)anding the Army. 
. Mr Powk.'] I move for an accommodation, as to thoffe 
forces that are beyond the fea. That the Queftion may 
be, ** Whether the time fhall be enlarged for di{banding 
the forces raifed fince the 2 9th, of September laft, not ex* 
cecding the ^^xh of July ? '* 
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Sir Thcnins LittktcnJ] If 5*011 continue them till the 
" 27th of 7«/^," it is in effeft till our next meeting in 
winter. They muft run out yet more money, and may 
not be difbanded then neither. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.'] We are naturally fortified by fea, 
and we have our Militia, and no need of an Army, &c. 

Sir FraHcis Drake.'] Til only fay, that a (landing 
Army and a Parliament are inconfiftent, and let Gen- 
tlemen giv6 their Votes how they pleafe. 

The firft Qiieftion being put, '* That the time be enlargned 
for difbanding the P'orces [that have been] raifcd fmce the 29th 
. of September laft, not exceeding the 27th of jfufyj'* it palled in 
the negative, 167 to 164. 

The fecond Queflion, " That the time (hall be enlarged for 
di{banding the Porces now beyond the fea (only,) not exceed- 
in? the 27th of July,** pafled in the affirmative, 172 to 166. 

This was as uiftruclions to the Committee. 

Wednefday, June 12. 

A Bill for hindering perfons to fit in either Hoijfe [of F*arlia- 
ir.ent] without taking the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, 
nnd the Teft againft Tranfubflantiation, [was read the fecond 
time.] 

Debate. 

Sir Jckn Trevor.'] I would no more fpe^k againft. this 
■Bil!, than for Idolatry. But it is a v^in thing to fend this 
Bill up to the Lords. It has been three times fern yp 
already, and you have had no difpatch of it, there are 
fo many Lords Papifts in that Houfe. There run's an 
opinion without doers, that it makes a difinherifon to 
pafs this Bill. But if the Lords will not pay their duty 
to the King, and renounce thofe treafonable pdfitions, 
they are not fit to lit there. I wifh this Bill may look 
forward, that you let not every tree be there to bear 
fruit, &c. The Statute of Queen Elizabeth is, " That 
the Members of the Houfe of Commons fliall t?ike the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, forafmuch as the 
Qiieen is already fatisfied with the duty and . loyahy of 
the Lords temporal, they fhall fit wit' ou: taking the 
paths, &c.'' And becr.ufe of this Statutp of Lhe 5th of the 

Queen, 
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Qlieen, and there are fo many Popifti Lords, they will 
throw it out of their Houfe. ' therefore I would have thci 
Bill look forward, that no Lords fhall fit there, for the fu- 
ture, cither by Defcent, or be called by Writ, thatlhall 
not take the Oaths prefcribed in the Bill for the better 
fuppreffion of Popery. 

HxY Thomas Littleton. 1 If this Bill will not pafs, noBiil 
that you can ever make againft Popery can hold. Trevors 
argument is, as if a man were ready to die of an acute dif- 

• temper, and a phyfician fliould give him a remedy to ope- 
rate kvcn years hence.* I have heard that the Lords, in 
former Bills for educating die cliildren of Popifli parents 
in the Proteftant religion, called it ^'the greateft inhu- 
inanity in the world." Like Turks^ that take away chil- 
dren of tribute from thcChriJlians^ the (harpeft thing in the 
world ! They had rather you would hang them. But this 
Bill breaks no bones, it is confident wiih the rules of the 
Government, and it is reafbnable that they ihould be ex- 

V eluded from part of the LegiQaturc, &c. It carries no 
cruelty in it. It is a fair and a juft Bill, and if it p^fs 

• not the Lords Houfe, it vjill be the fault of the Commons, 
for wc may make it pafsif we pleafc. 

Mr PFiUiam Harbor dS[ I am forry to hear any argu- 
ments for jealoufies and apprchenfions that this Bill fbould 
. not pafs the Lords Houfe. Lode upon our neighbours ; 
fee what they have done in France and Hollnnd. Ii>. 
' Queen Etizabeth\ time, the Proteftacts were favoured in 
\ France \ their Judges and Pariiament were mixed with 
, them ; they called it Chsmbre mipariie. But finec that, ii\ 
' France^ &c. they have made laws fofcvere againft their, 
as to root them quite out; aixi furely it iii as wiie for us, 
. as for that great Monaich, to be tender of our religi- 
on.. Holknd is full of fcfts, but they TufiiT tK> religion in 
■ the Government but CahmJkaL If we cannot iufvpoi t 
our religion, it is a wonder we (hould be contrary to all Ac 
world. 

Colonel BirtbJ] I believe, verily. Popery to be Idol? - 
try ; but I had rather you would look forwaixi tbaD back- 
ward» and cut let Popery grow up to a tree in the-educa- 
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tion of their children. It has been fuch a praAice in 
France^ in either party •, if parents have been Catholics, 
their children have been taken^way to be educated. The 
rcafon of this Bill may turn againft us another time — ^At 
fuch a jump, to turn fo many Lords and Commons 
out of Parliament ! You know what I mean by this, 
fhould religion be changed. And I would give no coun^ 
tenance to any thing that looks Uke that. 

Sir Charles fVheeler,'] I defire our Government may be 
preferved as we have found it. Let thofe that come after 
us ftruggle as well as we, without thefe extreme and vio- 
lent ways. Cannot a Lord that is not a Proteftant, give 
a Vote whether Leather (hall be tranfported, as well as a 
Commoner? Saying " it is in our power to make the Bill 
pafs," is an innovation as well as all the reft. Wc 
may fave ourfelvcs from the growth of Popery, in punifh- 
ing thofe that go off from us. The danger is, we know 
not what may be hereafter. I believe the Catholic Reli- 
gion is Idolatry. Bread in fubftance, transformed and 
tranfmuted into the body of our Saviour, &c. is intrin- 
fie Idolatry. As for that, fpoken of, about ** their 
Courts of Juftice in France and Holland^^* no meaiure 
can be taken betwixt them and us. But I can name a 
Proteftant now, a Counfellor of the Parliament of Rouen. 
He is Sir IVilUam Scolt^s fon. So that holds not that is 
alleged, &c, 

MrPowle.] I cannot be of Wheeler's opinion, "to 
leave the kingdom as we found it." That is, never to 
rnend it. Had your predeceflbrs been of that opinion, 
we had had Popery long fince eftabliflicd. I think the 
Bill is very well calculated for this time. It meddles 
with nothing but keeping Papifts out of the Govern- 
ment. I wifhthat the Proteftants, all the world over, had 
no more fevere treatment than to be excluded out of the 
Government. They are men fo obnoxious to the pe- 
nalty of the Law, that they have not freedom of votes % 
and I am againft any man's fitting here, that has not 
that frcedoip. As for the children, fzc, I think that a 
cruelty to take away your child to have him damned, as 

that 
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that way m^urkey^ &c. which is the word fort of the 
Cihdftian flaVery . As for paffing of this Bill, there is much 
of it in our power. Within twelve mpnths we have 
given great fums ; and if we part with our money, and 
have not fome good Bills, (we had not any public Bills 
paflcd in that time) it is in vain to fit here. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] I defire to explain ftiyfelf. This 
is called by Wheeler *' an innovation, &c." Btit we know 
it was the ancient courfe of Parliament to have Griev- 
ances redreffed, before Money was given. But the ** in- 
novation*' is to give Money firft, before Grievances are 
redrefled. 

Mr fFilliam HarbtfrdJ] I know a Lord Lieutenant and 
a Colonel that are Papifts ftill. He was called to name 
them ; but the ^efiion wasfut^ and carried for committing 
the Bill. 

June 13 and 14*, were fpent upon the Tax Bill. 

Saturday^ June 15. 

On the Speaker's touching upon Sir Thomas Meres, by 
way of reproof for fitting up fo late at night that he came 
not timely in the morning to make his' Report from the Com- 
mittee of Privileges J 

Sir Thomas Meres faid,] It is not true, that I fat up fo 
late laft night. 

Several took exceptions at his Reply to the Speaker. 

Sir John Hotham.] I think both the Speaker and Meres 
were to blame, for what they faid. I would have the 
thing reft, and go tto farther. I have refpeft for them 
both. 

Mr Secretary Cw^/ry.] I would hzvt Meres explain 
himfelf in this, as one Gentleman would do to another. 

The Speaker.] If I faid " that Meres fat up late laft 
night," 1 hope it is no crime to fay fo. What is faid to 
the Speaker, is faid to you all •, and if you'll put it up, 
J will 

^ The Tax Bill paflcd this day, for enabling him to pay and di(band 
and wat entitled, «* An Aft for the Forces which have been raifed 
frmting a Supply to his Majedy, fince the 29th oiSeptemher laft.** 

Sir 
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■ Sir Thomas Merts.] It is tht firft occafion I haregmini 
to mifspend your time, thefe eighteen years. I grant I 
fiiight have (aid it in the words, " it is not lb." It thert^ 
was heat in you^ or me, I am forsy for it. But I mufl: 
fey I did not fit up late, for I was not well, and fo went 
home late. When the Houfe declares the wckrds not fit 
to be (aid, I will fay fo too. Upon the whole matter, I 
defire I may not be the occafion of mifspcndiDg the time 
cf the Houfe. 

STir yonathan Tretawney,'] Recitts the late c&je cf Mr 
Ffepys, when exceptions were taken at his words^ &fr. {Set 
p. 74.) I wonder at your coolnefs now. Then Gentlc>- 
men cried, '^^ To the Bar, &Gv"^ And bow to be filent, when 
the whole Houfe i» given the lyc^ and no manner of cx- 
cule n>ade, but rather the thkig juftificd* 

Sir John Ernly.'] Though Birch tells you, " That a- 
mong friends fuch words, may pafs,** yet *tis die way to 
fofe triendfliip by fuch words. I think Meres has afked 
the pardon of the Houle, and .1 would pafs it over. 

Sk Thomas Meres. ^ So many of the words as ai'e.appli- 
'AcablQ to the Order of the Hoyfe, I am fbrry fon But for 
the other^ of the i:cfle(3:ion» hereafter inltead of ikying 
•^^ 'tis not /^/^" I muft (ay " 'tis not^.** 

Sir Tho^nas LitHeion.^ If the words had been feid with- 
out a provocation, the Houfe would have been warm up- 
on it ; but you, Mr Speaker,, gjave- tlie occafion. . And I 
'defire there may be forbearing on all bands foy the future, 
h' we have liberty to debate fairly without prbvocatk]ii> 
'yor^ Mr Speaker, will have na refleftion lopon you. 

Mr Secretary JVilliamfon. ] As to the meafureof the w©ffds 

:^^ trrtc, or faR'e,**" in common conrerfetion the words ipe not 

allowed to one another. I fliould much wonder if Mepes 

{^louW make a difficulty of aficiing your pardon, and that 

of the Houfe, fc* what he feid in heat* Aad I think -it 

. reafonable he fhould do it. .. - 

Mr SachezerelL'] I was not here, when the words p^ft 
bstwixt the Speaker and Meres., Though I would have the 
thi/ig laid afide^ yeti not widiout fome declaration, j for till ' 
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.thcn^ if any. man f^y^ any. thing of me that i3 not true^ 1 
fiiall tell him '^ 'tis not true." 

Mr Garroway,,'] Pepys^s cafe was this-^His words wer?, 
" Let it give offence if it woujd," (5^^ p. 74.) upon 
previous confideration. I hope the Speaker will not 

;>retend to fo abfblute a command over the Houfe as to 
^y fharp things, and no man be permitted to reply upoh 
. him. The cullom of the words " *tis not true " is more 
jQaarp than they are in then- own nature. 
, Sir Chrijlopher Mujgrave.] I'll fay fomething to the 
..words I heard ;. they were .'^ I hope you'll fpeak truth 
whilft you are in the Chair.'* • 

Mr Gpring.] I am not againft putting thefe.wprds up 
. here, if we may have liberty to deriiand fatisfa(5tion with- 
out doors. To which 

Sir John Hotbam replied,] I like the motion well, if we 
were all upoi;i the fame foot, and if there might be no par- 
dons fo eafily obtained, &c. 

Sit Thomas Mer is J] If it may be acceptable to the 
'!|^oufe, I will {peak. ( tiis friends cried^ " No, No.") 

Mr Garroway.l^ If you, Mr Speaker, will not own the 
words that Meres fuppofed you laid. Meres will auickly 
explain himfelf in the thing, and there's an ertd. or it. 

Sir Thomas ^/kres.'] I fay it over again, I am forry for 

your expencepf time. Town the thino^^wasfuddcn, and 

.without any fort of ill-nature. I Own all that, and that we 

have been long acquainted and familiar. And I apply tny 

being forry, as you apprehended it. 

•'• St William Coventry.] I am unwilling to fj5eak, till I 

have heard the Speaker's and Meres^s words perfeft. 

The lefs we repeat the words of exceptions on both fides, 

ji;Jie better. Meres (iying '^ his words were raiftaken" 

"goes a great way towards fatisfaction. Some Gentlemen 

leem to think that Meres, faying *' he was forry, &c." was 

rpotyappiied the right way, but it feemed to me then that 

Ije applied the word " forry " right. I would have, it 

palled over. It looks like an ill omen abroad, that here 

has been more clalhing at words this Seflion, than in feven, 

eight, or ten Seflions before. But I hope the Speaker has 

» - had 
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had his full fatisfa^on, and I would proceed no far* 

tl^er in it. 

Sir Thomas Meres.'] Moft certainly Coventry has re- 
peated my fenfe, and I own what I faid to be his. 

And fo the thing went off. 

Then Sir Thomas Meres made his Report of a Breach of PrivH 
kge^ complained of by Sir JVilliam Terringham^ a Conflable dU^ 
training one of his Cart Horfes, there being more than five in the 
Team, contrary to the Ad, &c. And theQueftion being put» it 
was Refolvidj That it was no Breach of Privilege. 

A Motbn was made. That the Houfe (hould not acc^ of any 

new Motion for Money after Tuefday next. 

Sir JVilliam Coventry,'] Then the King's Speech may 
be confidered, that our fears of being put upon giving 

more Money may not be inflamed. 

The Queftion propofed was. That, after Tuefday next, iheic 
(hall be no new Motion for a Supply, but what is contained in 

the King's Speech. 

Sir ff^illiam Coventry.] Our weak brethren are foil of 
apprehenfions and jealoufies, and I would carry the fecu- 
rity of the Vote along with us. 

Refdved^ [On a divifion, 163 to 154,] That, after Tnejdaj 
next, no new Motion be made for a new Supply to [be given toj 
his Majefty before the Recefs. 

Rifolved^ That on Tuefday next, the Hqufe will take into coo- 
fideration that part of his Majefty's Speech which relates to a fitf- 
ther Supply. 

Refolved^ That no new private Bufinefs be received. 

Ordered^ That the Report concerning the Navy, &c. be iccdv« 
cd on Monday* 

Monday^ June 17. 

Mr Powle reports the Charge of the Navy, Ordnance, arid 
Fortifications. 

Debate. 

Mr Pepys.] I rife to let the Houfe know, that I am 
ready to give them fatisfaftion as to any further enquiry. 
rU go no farther now, but wait the fteps of the Houfe, 
in any thing they ihall a(k me. 

Colonel 
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Colonel Bitch.] If 1 dwrft fpcak Latin^ I would much 
rather fey, this Houfc does give this money ex dofw^ than 
ex debiio. I would have it a niemorial in your books, 
.how things of the Navy are now given in, viz. 6o,ooo/« 
in value, in (lores for the Navy, bcfides what has been 
ufed upon reparation of fhips. 

Sir William Coventry.] This is a fmall fum, not worth 
(pending your time about, that Pepys offers, &c. Now 
the Fleet is in good repair, and fitted for fervicc, there 
is over and above 60,000/. I would make this ufe of it, 
not to put the fhips back again from this condition, but 
let it be entered upon your books, &c. In one Seflion it 
>¥as faid, " That the Navy was a lame arm to beg with.** 
But " that lame arm*' is now cured, and I would have 
all the people know it, that henceforward the Navy, be- 
ing in this condition, may be kept on by the officers, 
I fear the hopes of your repairing i? have brought this 
negligence of the Navy to this pafs. Let it h(t liiis day 
entered in your books, *' That the Navy is in' this con- 
d|tlpn and order fitted, with 60,000/. in ftores.** 

lAxJ?epysJ] I would not be thought to fay a nev thing, 
a frcfh fuggeflion, to miflead you. I end witl\ what C^- . 
n)entry moved, to let this be made matter of record. Another 
little word I muft add : There is 22,000/; " in contraft" 
fiir (lores, which was comprehended in the fum demanded in 
the Report. 

Mr Garroway.] That little word of Pepy5\ neither 
bought nor fold, but " contraded" for flores. Let this 
be af&rted, and clear, and I'll give my confent to the 
icft, " That there are flores for ninety fliips." 

Mr Powle,] In this we do but pay the deficiency of 
the Navy, fupplied by former Grants, 

The Sum of the Report was. That upon the difburfement of 
tSfe 200,000/. borrowed upon the Excife, the Committee found 
%at there had been ' borrowed, and applied to the extraordinary 
diarge of the Navy and Ordnance, 150,078/. 4/. 2^« But the 
Officers of theNavy and Ordnance affirming the accounts they had 
fliown to the Committee, to the Houfe, it feemed to (bme, that 
there was 160,000/. expended upon the Navy alone, though 

others 
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others, did not fee it. Sp that the Houfe divided upon the Quc'* 
fljon, and it was carried by eight voices, [139 to 131,] That 
the former were in the right. After which, the Officers of the 
Ordnance made it out, that there was expended by them 40,000/. 
[which was borrowed upon the credit of the additional Excife.] 
Upon which the Houfe divided, and the account was allowed by 
leven voices, [149 to 142.] 

Tuefdayj June 18. 

His Majcfty, in the Lords Houfe, fpoke to this cffcft: 

" That the fcafon requiring a rcccfs by the middle, of next 
fnonth, it was convenient that he and his Parliament fhould 
part fairly, and with a perfect confidence towards one another : 
That therefore he fhould open his Heart freely to them : That t 
Ftiia:e W4J> ready to be determined ; at leaft as to Spain and Hol- 
land \ in which his part would be not only that of a Mediator, 
but Guarantee : That Spah:^ moreover, demanded of him to be at 
the charge of maintaining Flanders, even after the Peace: That 
this would oblige him to keep up his Navy 5 and called for fome 
aflurance to the world, that we were w^ll united at home : That 
ihough the Houfe of Commons might perhaps think fuch a 
Peace as ill a bargain as a War, they would neverthelefs be recon- 
ciLed to it, if they ferioufly confidered, that otherwife Flanders 
would ha\ e been loft, perhaps by that time ; and that thcj' would, 
he believed, give much greater fiims, rather than the fmgletown 
of Ojlend Ihould be in the French hands \ which woula enable, 
them to keep forty of their men of war over againft the River's 
mouth: That if they defired to keep up the reputation England 
had acquired abroad, by raifing 30,000 men in fortj' days, and 
pieparing a Navy of ninety fliips ; if they defired to main- 
t/iin the Honour of the Crown at home, to look to the fafety of 
th? balance of affairs abroad, and purfue the War with Jlgisrs \ 
if they defired he fliould pafs the reft of his life in quiet, and all 
the reft of it in confidence and kindnefs with them, and alf 
fuccoeding Parliaments, they muft find a way not only to fettle 
for his life his Revenue, as it was at Chrijimas laft, but alfo td 
add^ upon fome new funds, 300,000/. a year ; upon which he 
would pafs an Aft to appropriate 500,060/. to the Navy and 
Ordnance j and fliould be likewife always j:eady to confcnt tct 
fuch Laws as they fliould propofe for the good of the nation.'' 

He concluded with "reminding them of the 40,000/. for the 
Princefs of Oravgi^ Portion \ the nrft payment of which was due, 
tipd had been demanded." 

Debate. 
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Debate. ^ . 

Mr Mauet.1 Here are gracious expreffions in lu$i 
Majefty's Speech, ^nd if it fall out in the event a$ wetf 
as in the expreflion, it will be very welU 1 fee wc icav^ 
Peace, &c. and, in fbme meafure, from counfels Kjercj 
As for the Guarantee, &c, I know aot Jbow it h m^i 
out to us. Yet we may give good Thanks *' for the^aci- 
ous ex;preflion5 m his Majefty's Speech." 

Mr Secretary Williamfon. ] The King^s Speecli lias mat* 

tcr of great weight in it* I (uppofe it is the Order of Par- 

• liament to fet apart a time for the conlideration of it,. 

And in the mean time, to give his Majjefty Thanks, *' for 

the gracious expreffions in liis Speech/' 

Sir Robert Thomas.'} I move that IFJIUa?nfon may carrf 
the Thanks, 

Lord Cavendijh, ] {In ridicule. ) 1 move that A^lkl^ whd 
firftcd, and IVilliamfon^ who feconded the Motion, vmay 
carry the Thanks to the King* 

Mr Secretary fVilliamfon,} I have no other exceptiott 

to it, but that the thing is extraordinary, 1 delire, that, ia 

the cir/rumHances you do the Meflage, you would iiot loic 

the merits of it. 

Ufually the Priory Counfdlors cany the Mdlage. JUtaQtt was 
not one. 

Sir Ge<irg€ HungerfordJ] At the latter end of a SelSoii^ 
now we arc going into the country, this demimd <£ xkz 
King's is the moft extraordinary thing that ever ms& 
done. 

Lord Cavendi/h,] All Members arc alike here, MBA 3$ 
good as a Privy Counfeilor to* cany a McHage xo the 
King. Thefe two perfons moved for, have been JBrlled 
and feconded ; and put it to the Que&ion. 

Sir Thomas Littleton. ] I remember an Addrcfs of Jttiis 
Houfe to the King, *^ for wearing of £^^/^ JNdanafiuaares 
in the Court, by his Majefty's example, &c.^' i^sai. by Sir 
Charles Harbord^ who was no Privy Couaiyion TJaas 
is an anfwer to what is urged, " Thatnone but Pxi?y Coiia- 
iellors carryMeflagesto theKing.** 
^Sir Thomas Lee.} As jto whatis &id cf ^^^AdS&^bf^ 

Pr'wf 
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Privy Counfcllors pnly, &c.** that is calling them only 
by their names. They go as a Committee only from the 
Houfe. If the cuftom has been that Privy Counlellors 
propofe Speakers, and they are chofen, it docs not thcrc- 
ibre follow that Privy Counfellors chufe them. What 
you will do is one thing, and what you ought to do is 
another. 

Sir Edmund Jennings.] This is a rcfleftion upon the 
whole Houfe. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] The Queftion is, Whether you will 
add any to the Privy Counfellors, as you have done upon 
other Meffagcs. I have been added twice or thrice myfelf for 
one. But for fending the King Thanks, I remember none 
that have carried the Meflage but Privy Coun(ellors. 

. Ordered^ That the Thanks of this Houfe be returned to hit Ma- 
jefty, for his gracious e^preffions in his Speech. 

Mr Garroway. ] If the Privy Counfellors, or the Houfe 
go in a body, I am not againll it. 

Mr Bennet.] When this is over, I would enquire who 
it is that adviied the King to demand fo great a fum of 
us, and a Revenue that the nation is not able to bear. But 
I am as willing to give Thanks for the gracious expreffions 
in his Majefty's Speech as any man. 

'MiV Garrowiy.] Here are a great many points to be 
obfcrved in the King's Speech. I think you have bur 
little money to give. I remember, the prefent Lord Chan'*- 
cellor, when he was in this Houfe, upon the making the 
King's Revenue 1,200,000/. a year, faid, " We had m- 
ven all we had to give." We have paid dear now rcr 
talking of a War with France^ and our anfwer to thit 
demand is, ^' That it is beyond our abilities ; we have it 
not to give.'* I would firft know where this 300,000/^. 
is to be had, to make up the Revenue, &c ? I would 
know where, or what it is ? I know no fuch thing, t 
cannot imagine how fo much as to think of it. I have 
heard it faid, " That the Revenue fhould never be fo big 
as to deftroy amity betwixt the King and us 1 ** and^ 
** That it is fit for us to keep fomething always in rc- 
ferve to prefent his Majefty with.'* This looks to me, 

of 
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of a ftrange nature, as if the Houfe of Commons were 
never to come here more. I know not how to comply 
with itv 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I would do all things with decency. 
You have made an Order, " That no more Motions for 
Money ftiall be made this Seflion," (fee p. 92.) And if 
any Gentleman can {how a reafon why you ihould retraft 
your Order, and confider the King's Speech, he fays 
fomething to the purpofe. 

Sir Thomas Li ftleion.J Increafing the King's Revenue 
300,000/. per annum ought to be direftly from a Motion 
arifing ^-om the King's Speech in the Houfe, before you 
go into a Grand Committee. 

The Speaker.] The reafon of it is, the Houfe avoids 
a Queftion upon any thing of Money in the King's 
Speech, but it muft arife from a Motion in the Houfe, 
referred. to a Grand Committee to confider, &c. 

» Mr Swynfin.] Now we are near the end of a Seflion, 
and wearied with long fitting, and Gentlemen muft. go 
into the country, to attend their affairs. Therefore you 
defired to have all the matter before you. This did not 
invite the King's Speech, nor give any occafion for it. 
I dcfire, however, we may not make any longer delay, 
but come to fome refolution to-day, whether you will 
- confider the fcveral things in the King's Speech, or not. 
I am forry the Motion is made to us now from the King, 
and am forry we can give the country fo little account of 
wjhat. we have" done already. We have complied with all 
things at the opening of the Seflion, and it is a moft un- 
ufual thing to have new demands for Money at the lat^ 
jCer endof a Seflion. I know not any Precedent before 
of it. At the opening of the Seflion, there was Money 
^ven for an Army by land, and a Navy by fea, for a 
French War. And all the latter part of the Seflion has 
been fpent in raifing a great charge on the kingdom, for 
difbanding that Army •, and it will lie very hard upon 
.the people. You have gone through all, &c. unlels 
what feenas to be hinted in this Speech, about the Cuf- 
toms of Wines for the King's life. It is very ftrange. 

Vol. VI. H that. 
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that^ at the latter end of a Seflion, we fhould come upoil 
tliis. And I hope the Houfe will not take into confide- 
ration any new Motions, at the latter end of a Seifion) 
for fo great an addition to the King*s Revenue. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] When the King has no other, 
way to raife Money, this is the King's highway ; and it 
is for every man's good, and this may be fo*. There may 
be as much hafte in denying now, as in giving Money, 
when we fee what may happen to the nation by furprizCt 
and how little will maintain an ifland, or a fort, which 
may coft 100,000/. to redeem. The King oi^rs you 
feme part of his Revenue for the Navy, and i'bo,ooo/. 
a year more than you would have appropriated to the 
Navy, viz. 500,000/. a year. When you fhall have the 
Debate before you, of the neceffity, inconvenience or 
convenience of this Grant, then it is time to think of a 
negative to it. 

Sir John Knight,'] Confider the poverty of the nadon, 
and fall of rents -, it is impoffible we ftiould grant what 
is defired. Here are Penfions upon the Revenue, and 
we muft ftill fupply it. I would have an Aft of Parlia- 
ment to annull them all. At this rate we (hall be JVir- 
tnansy and wear wooden (hoes. I move, therefore^ •* That 
there be no farther addition to the Crown Revenue, but 
that the Revenue may be better managed.'* Which will 
fufficiently do the bufinefs of the Crown, without * ad* 
dition. 

Lord Cavendijh.] There is no flavery like that under 
a form of Law. This is fo formidable a demand, vtk 
the King's Speech, that the firft impreflion I can make 
of it is, to remove thofe who advifed the King to de- 
mand it. " The King would be at eafe, if his Revenue 
was," and as long as thefe Minifters manage it, he ne- 
ver will ; and I would have them removed. Our libe- 
rality has brought upon us the fears of Popery and ar- 
bitrary Power. I would not have our fleeps difturbed 
with this demand in the King's Speech ; and whilft the 
Houfe is full, I would fee an end of thefe demands. 

Sir 


Sir Francis Drake:] Our Saviour was followed by a 
great many for the loaves, and fo was the King's father. 
Great fums are aflced. Is it from without us, ot* within u^ ? 
Let us, however, gekthcfe men removed from the Throne, 
that have endeavoured to break truft and confidence be- 
' twixt the King and us: They ate tineaiy with a Parlia- 
ment, and woUld hdve fuch a Revenue granted the Kingi 
that they niay hive no mort, No Engtijhman tin gwi 
this money demanded^ and I Would give hone. 

Sir John Er^ly.] This of 4.00,00b/. /I^ annum for thb 
Navy was fbrmei-ly fpoken of here. Here is nothing, 
hew in the Kirig^ Speech, but the additional Revenue ot 
300,000/. p& annum. Inlpeft the King's Revenue, and 
enter into a Grand Comrbittee, and I doubt not but ybii 
Ihall have falisfacSHon, that theReveriUe will be mbr6 
than expended bn the King's neceflaty dccafiohs. 

Mr Booths] It is faid " that the Revenue cannbt main- 
tain the charge of the Government.'* If it be not 
enough, it Is becaufe there are fo many Pf ivy Seals ; 
they are fo num^roiis, and the Revenue is fo ill managed ; 
and it is very hard that the liation Ihould iupply the de- 
fers of ill managerrlent. The Speech tells you, ** That 
the Revenue is not fo great as that of other Princes." If 
it was fo great as that of Frajice^ I fear it would be to 
make the King as abfolute as the King of Frahce. As 
to the Princefs of Grangers Portion, I hope w^ lliall not 
pay all the Portions the King engages, for. 1 hear there 
are great expences in lodging at WhitcAall^ (the Dutchefs 
df Pcfrtfmouth.) Still for more expences. I riibve, there- 
fore, *' That we may give no farther additibrt to the 
King's Revehue." 

Sir Thomas Meres."] Enumerates the King's Revenue, 
and the charges iipon the people, now amounting to 
about two nlillions ; and hfire's a requeft of 300,000/t 
for the King's life, whichj at feven years value, amounts 
to two millions. Pray put a Queftion whether you (hall 
fet a day for this Motion. And I pray you'll give a ne- 
gative Queftion. I'll give a negative. 

H 2 Mr 
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Mr Sacbever ell.] There is more in this Queftion than 
in any I ever heard, fince I fat here. The States of 
France gave the King power to raife money upon extra« 
ordinary pccafions, *' till their next meeting," and they 
never met more. This fum is afked, " bccaufe of the 
^/f/V;v War;" and another reafon is, "the King will 
give you 500,000/. per annum for the Fleet." And wc 
gave 700,000/. per annum for it in the Cuftoms. Thofe 
that move you now for a Supply, I believe, intend not 
to perpetuate it upon your land. Trade is already over- 
charged, and where will they have it ? Home Excife 5 
that way has loft them their liberty in France. Juft as the 
calculation was made for the War, and difbanding the 
Army, and the Revenue demanded is calculated for ah 
Army of 20,000 men. I would alk any Gentleman, 
whether he would make the Revenue fo big, as there 
fhould be no ufc of a Parliament for fupplying the King ? 
and whether ever the Minifters will call a Parliament 
again, fliould you grant fuch a Revenue as is aflced ? 
Confider this too \ when we sfe upon any good Laws, 
we are prcrogued, and can do nothing but give Money. 
I'll truft the Minifters no more ; and Fll give my nega- 
tive to increafing the Revenufe 300,00c/. more. 

Mr 'Powle,'\ I take this increafe of the Revenue to im- 
port no lefs than the change of the Government* Either 
we ftiall not need Parliaments any more, by good huf- 
bandry of the Crown, or elfe the Crown muft ftill have 
Aids, and the nation be not able to bear it. In' the; 
Revenue now, there are all the marks of fuperfluity ; as 
PenfiOjis on the Cuftoms, and other branches of the 
Revenue, ..befides 80,000/. paid out of the Exchequer 
for fecret fervice, within thefe few months. And I have 
feen accounts in the Secretary's papers, for Intelligence, 
&c. that come not near up to that fum. Now, we are re- 
quired to infpefl: the Revenue, &c. a moft unreafonable 
thing, at the latter end of a Seffion ! I know not how this 
Revenue can be granted, but upon a Home-Excife ; and 
then what ufe can there be of fo much Revenue, but for 

keeping 
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keeping up the Army ? We are told things in foreign 
affairs in the King's Speech, " That now it -is too late 
to afk our advice.'* The King defires " that his Revenue 
may be equal to other Princes, &c." but our fituation 
defends us, and our Navy fecures us. Where enemies 
have no fea to pafs, there muft be Garrifons upon the 
frontiers, and Armies that muft be paid. I would have 
all men confider this Queftion, of increafing the Reve- 
nue 300,000/. for the whole fate of Parliaments depends 
upon it. . . 

Mr Pepys.l That which is the Queftion, is, not grant- 
ing the thing, but " appointing a time to confider of it/* 
You are told, " That the Revenue is ftiort, for the ne- 
ceflary occafion of the Government." Examine the 
truth of it, by afligning a time to fee whether thofe Gen- 
tlemen that Ipeak on the one fide or the other, are in 
the right. 

MxStcYt^zxY-tFilliamf 071,1 Unlefs you acquiefce in the 
reafon of gjving this Revenue, I would never prefs the 
Houfe beyond their temper., I am willing that, for this 
time, the thing be laid afide. 

Mr Faughan.] By JVillidmfon*^ argument, fince the 
• Houfe does not willingly entertain the Motion now, &c. 
that is to fay, it may be taken up again. Some are 
.^iflblving this bond- betwixt the King and his people, 
'by this. I could not think that there was (b much 
guilt in any perfon in the kingdom, to make fuch ef- 
forts. You have had ftrange judgments in the Exche- 
quer-chamber, in the cafe of Barnardijlon and Soames^ 
,Such Judges may be prepared for judgments againft you ' 
in the Exchequer-chamber for what you do here, when 
tHefe doors arefhut. Vaflalages hereafter v/ill not be 
confined to particular tenures, but this will be through- 
out the whole nation. I have feen men rife from no- 
thing, within thefe walls. And when they 'are tafk- 
^maftcrs within thefe walls, they are taik-mafters to ruin 
the nation, with raifing themfelves. You have but one 
more addition to your misfortune, and that is, to give 
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this 300,0001. increafe to the Revenue. And I wi^ ' 
give my negative to it. , 

Sir JViUiam Covmtry.^ \ pfe only to fpeak to the prer 
vious Queftion. It is become a very parliamentary thing, 
but a word foqietimes (lips into it, that make$ ^ doubt. 
The word " now" being not put in it, it may be a fort- 
night, or a month hence ; hut if you pleafc tp leave out 
the word " now," then thp Queftion will be^ " Whether . 
you will confider of the Motion for increafing thie Re- 
venue 300,000/. per annum,** 

Sir Job CharltonJ] I move that you will give the Of- 
ficers of the Treafury time to make out, whether the 
Government cannpt he fypported without this addition 
to the Revenue. The King denies you no. Bills you 
, prefent him, only k Rot /avifera* And I would not 
have you do any indecent thmg to the King, (^e was 

laughed at.) 

The Queftion being put, '* That the Houfe will go into a 
Grand Committee, to confider of the Motion for raifing 
300,000/. j)^r anntfm^ for an additional Revenue to the King,** rt 
paffed in the negative, without a divifion*. 

O^ the Compenlation for the Prohibition of f'rench Commo- 
dities. 

Mr Pawle.1 The froner you. rive yoyr Cpmpenfation, 
i^c. the lefs you will have the effeft of your Prohibition. 
When the year is put, you'll fee what d^majge it will 

be to the Revenue, and then will be time to confider 

■ ..,•■• i.i 

of it. 

Lord C^vendijh.} I would know^ whether by the Peace 
we have a better opinion of the King's Minifter^, or by 
the ChanceUor*5 Speech a worfe opinion pf purfelves. I 
iDoyq. that the Audit of the Exchequer may be brought 
in, by th? Avdi^pr of the Exchequer, to fee. what has 

* It was faid^ ** Th^t theife was thought fucb, a eift as this would 

a demaiid for a Revenue, which make them vkUik^ 6> the thing 

would furniih the Court' ib well, was» upon one Debate, reje^cd 

that there woul4 he no more need without a divi£on. Bumet, 
of Parliaments.'* The Court party i .. , 

been 
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been iflbed out for Secret Service, fince Mirf 1677, with 
the Penfions. And I hope that fuch as are concerned in 
charging the Revenue unneceflarily, will have their con- 
dign punilhment. 

Sir Thomas Lee. '] I know not what thi$ Compenfation 
is now, in this new drefs of Prohibition, any more than 
in its old drefs of Revenue. This morning ftilJ we have 
propofitions to have no farther ufe of us. The Officers of 
.the Ordnance's paper for ftores was 80,000/. and the land 
Army no lefs, which you have allowed j and if the whole 
rents of England fhould be enafted into the King's Re- 
venue, they would not fuffice the Government, as things 
have been managed. 

oiv Thomas Clarges.'] This is the ftrangeft chimerical 
motion that ever was made in Parliament, for juft nothing. 
For you have not yet received any damage. The pur- 
port of the Prohibition is for advantage in the parts of 
trade. 

Colonel Bircb.] They that moved the Compenfation, 
&c, to-day, have ill timed it. There have been fo many 
goods of all forts come in out of France^ before the time 
limited for Prohibition, that the defeft of the Cuftoms 
cannot be ken till Michaelmas. I would now lay this 
Motion afide, and adjourn. 

TheQueftion being put. That the Compenfation to the King 
for the Claufe of Prohibition of French commodities fhould be re- 
. ferred to the confideration of a Committee of the whole Houfe, 
it pailed in the negative, 202 to 145. 

Sir Thomas Mompeffbn.'] Moves that an account of all 
the Penfions charged upon the King's Revenue may be 
brought in. And if thofe Gentlemen that went out for 
the Compenfation, think the Revenue will be ftraightened, 
they will not be againft flopping thofe Penfions. 

[This Motion was agreed to-} 

This Debate being oyer. 

Sir IVilliam Coventry {zxA^"] Itakeourfelvesto beufeful, 
not to fay neceffary, to the Government, and till thofe 
fcandals are taken away from us, mentioned in a book, of 
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receiving penfions for our Votes (which, it feems, has bctffi 
thought fit to be amongft the advertifements in the Gazette^ 
and a reward promifed to the difcoverer of the Author or 
Publiflicr,) I lay, fince this is made public, till this fcandal 
be taken away, we cannot ferve the nation as we ought. 
Moneys Solomon fays, will blind the eyes of the wife. If a 
man be in poverty, he need not be afhamed of his Majef- 
ty's bounty. I fay, he need not be afhamed of the bounty 
of his Prince. But that man, whoever he be, that goes 
about to corrupt Members of Parliament for their Votes, 
be he ever fo great, fhould be afnamed of it. If a man 
be fo bafe as to receive 500/. for his Vote here, he, in 
time, v/ill raife it up to 1500/. And that trick will be 
fpoiled at laft. If a man has been fo tranfported by any 
preffures, let not the reputation of all your Members lie 
under fcandals -, elfe the very Laws you make will not 
meet with that chearful obedience they ought to have. 
I hope, therefore, that this Houfe will do fom.ething in 
vindication of themfelves, the thing now being made 
Gazette-vcv2XX.(ix^ in the face of the whole v/orld. I am 
not a man prepared to prefcribe you a method to purge 
yourfelvcs •, but now that the jealoufy has got fo much 
ftrength as to be in print, and fince it deferves the no- 
tice of the Government, which has put it in print, fee- 
ing the ill fame of it has gotten abroad, I would have 
the good fame of our endeavouring to detcft it get 
abroad likewife. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.'] The Auditor of the Receipts 
of the Privy Seals can inform you, what money has 
been iffued cut fince ik&y 1677, upon extraordinary oc- 
cafions. 

Mr JVilHam Harbor d.] Whoever attempts the enfla- 
ving, and making the legiflative Power fubfehrient to 
any particular fubjeft, is [guilty of] the greateft crime 
that can be. Therefore I will explain myfclf thus. I 
w^ould have every Gentleman of the Houfe come to the 
table, and proteft that he has received no reward for any 
thing he has done in Parliament, or for giving his Vote. 
Or if any Gentleman be in employment in the Govern- 
ment, 
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merit, and has been put out of his. Place for giving his 
Vote here according to his conftience, or has been threat- 
ened, -this is a great crhne^ And I would have it as 
comprehenfive as yoii can. 

Whereupon fcveral propofed thefe following Tefts, &c. as 
they flood inclined to one party, or the other. 

1. Whether any Members hate received money to give their 
♦Votes, &c, i , . 

2, Whether any Members have been turned out of their Placeg 
for giving their Votes, &c. ? 

' 3. Whether any Members are guilty of Popery, and come not 
lo the Sacrament, &c. ? 

4. Whether any Members have been dealing with, or conver- 
fing with foreign Minifters, or receiving money from them, to 
forward any bufmefs relating to Parliament? 

5. Whether any Members have received money for giving 
Counfel for any Bills depending. in the Houfe? 

. 6. If any Committees have received gratuities ? 

7. If any Members have folllcited voices in any bufinefs de- 
pending in Parliament? 

" 8. If any Members have offered their fervice to any great per- 
fons to vote in Parliament, and have been refufed ? 

9. If any Members have received money for granting Protect- 
tibns, &c. r 

10. If any have kept public tables for Members, and at 
^hofe charges, &c. ? 

It. How many Members fit in the Houfe out-Iawed, before 
judgment as well as after ? 
. 12. Enquiry to be made of thofe who go to Conventicles. 

1 3. That a Teft be given for difcovery of the libel of the Cata- 
loigue of the Penfioners names, &c. who was the Author of it, 
and who promoted the difperfing, &c. ? 

Of all thefe j^rtlcles it was propofed that every Member 
fliould purge himfelf ; [and a Vote pafled accordingly.] But 
after it was thought that all was done and fetded, and the ' 
Houfe was about to rife, fo many went away before a Com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up the faid Tefts, that the Court 
Party took advantage to put the Queftion, Whether a Committee 
(hould be named, or no, which was carried in the negative, [lOO 
to 86,3 and fo the thing ended. 
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« 

Wednefday^ jfune i()^ 

9 

Complaint was made, by feveral Members, of the Clerk's non 
Entry of the Enquiries yefterday, cxuiceming moiKys i(!ued out 
by Privy Seals, and that he deferved to be turned out of his {dace 
for his mtfdemeanor* 

The Speaker.] You meddle with what you hare no- 
thing to do with, in difplacing the Clerk, be being a 
Patent Officer. 

Mr Hampden.'] The Clerk-affiftant is your own Officer, 
and you may put him out, and diiplace him, upon mif- 
demeanor. 

Mr Gold/borough^ the Clerk, was ordered to give an account 
of the pafling of the leaves togedier, in the Journal of the year 
1663, and defacing it. 

The other allegation againft the Cterk, of the not entering 
yefterday's Order perfc£Uy, was puffed over, with fome- refle^on 
on the Cleric ; and he was ordered to perfeft the Journal. 

A Letter was fent from Sir Sdlomin Swale to the Speaker, to 
cxcufe his receiving the Sacrament * till Sunday fevenpight, 
being prevented the laft Sunday^ by reafon there was no Sacra- 
ment at St Martin's Church, and after next Sunday coj^^ (even* 
ni^t he hopes to be here to give his attendance :(• 

Mr William Harbor d.] This is a merq trick ; for Swak 
hopes by that time you will be up, and no farther en- 
quiry be made after him. But TJl take care to inform 
you of thisf trick. 

Mr JViUiams.] A Certificate o£ his repairing to divine 
fervice, and hearing it orderly, is a fair inducement to 
the Diocefan to cerdfy. For the Order is nothing about 
receiving the Sacrament, only " his conformity," 3 James. 
And his " allegation about receiving the Sacrament" is 
an infignificant thing, to delay time o;ily. 

The Speaker r€ads the Statute.^ •^ He is to, repair to 
his Parim Church, vrhere is the moft of hi$ abiding •, 
and his receiving the Sacrameot there fhall lindo the in- 
diftment." 


* By an Order of Jutii to. he had the Church ofjnglancf. 
been required to bring a Certificate J See Vol. V, p. 77. 
by this dayy of his coKiformity to 
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Lord Gorges.'] If Swale would have conformed, he 
might have conformed in all this time, and it is a con- 
tempt pf your Order. 

Six Thomas Meres,] S\nct Swale has had twq or three 
admonitions, for thefe five months laft paft that you have 
fat, and he has been convided a year and a half, there's 
no farther forbearance can be, but you muft do fame- 
thing with him. 

Mr Daniel Finch.'] The not receiving the Sagrament 
does not diiable Swale from fitting in Parliament, but 
the not taking th<? Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy. 
I move, that, if before Monday he receive not the Sa- 
crament, and take not the Oaths of Allegiance and Su- 
premacy, he Ihall not be permitted to fit here 5 and 
V that a Writ be fent out to chufe another Memhter to ferve 
in his place. 

Sir Robert Sawyer.] A Popifli Recufant cpnvid can- 
not come near the King's pcrfon, and, a forti^ri^ he can- 
mot be of the great Council of the nation. Whoever 
difables himfelf (as this cafe of Swale*s is) from his at- 
tendance in Parliament, you ought to difcharge. And 
npw you have fea^s and jealoufies of Popery, to let 
filch a man be one of you, that wilfully ftands out of 
the Church! — You cannot anfwer it. I hope you'll dif- 
charge him. 

Then this Queftion was put, and carried, viz. That where- 
as it appears to the Houfe, that Sir Solomon Swale is convided of 
PopIfhRecufancy^ and haying been divers times called upon by 
diis Houfe to fignify bis conformity to thtCYiwrzYi of England^ 
which he hath not done, in pjurfuance to a peremptory Order 
pf this Houfe ; 

Ordered^ That the faid Sir Solomon Swale be difcharged from 
the fervice of this Houfe; apd th^t 9 new Writ be ifl'ued out for 
the choice of another Member tp ferve in his place^ for the Bo- 
rough of Aldhoroughy in the county of York. 

N. B. This day the Compiler went out of town ^ and what foL 
hws was communicated to him by letters fro7i% M'cmberSy &c. 


Thurfday^ 
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Tiburfdayj 'June 20. 

The Lord Trcafurer, by his Majefty's command, acquainted 
the Lords, " That his Majefly did yefterday receivfe a- letter 
from his AmbaiTador at Nimeguen^ Sir Lionel yenkins^ dated the 
15 th of Jum^ which gave him an account, that the French Am- 
bafTadors had declared to the Dutch Ambaii^ors there, that they 
would not void any one of the places they held in the Spanijb 
Netherlands^ till Sweden be efFedlually reftored to the places ta- 
ken from them; no, notwithftanding that the Peace was already 
figned and ratified between them. That upon thi$ is arifen a 
difficulty on the fide of the Spaniards^ whether they will accept of 
the French conditions. 

*' That Monfieur Beverning^ one of the States AmbafTadon 
there, had thereupon earnefUy enquired of him, whether the 
Army of England was prefently to be difbanded; becaufe no body 
could tell what end things would come to ; for if Franc/ vjvX 
keep all the places in the Netherlands filled with their troops^ it is 
in vain that the States have taken fo much pains about their 
Barrier ; for they will have none, when all is done. And the 
faid Monfieur* jB^v/r^/ff^ was very anxious, till he did hear out 
oi England^ UtiTit the Army might not yet be dilbanded. 

*' That the Imperial Minifters had been to vifit him that day ; 
and that their principal bufinefs was to learn what they could 
from him, in what ftate our Army was, things being in this 
doubtful condition/* 

The above was 'the fame day communicated to the Commons, 
at a Conference, and the Lords delivered them a copy of the 
Mefiage. 

The Commons, after the Conference, had fome Debate upon 
the faid Mefiage, but did nothing thereupon ; but Refohed^ That 
a Mcfi[age be icnt to the -Lords, to remind diem of the Bill far 
difl^anding the Army. 

The Houfe.then went into a Committee of the whole Houfe, 
and Refilved^ That the [new] impofl:s on Wines and Vinegar 
be granted to his Majefty for three years, from the firfl: of 
Augufi next, upon fuch Wines [and vinegar] as may now be 
legally imported. 

The Queftion being put, Th^ the fum of 200,000/. which 
was borrowed on the credit of the Excife, (hall be charged on 
the Bill for impoft on Wines, it pafled in the negative, 179 
to 168 * 

♦ Tliis being in the Committee, is not mentioned in the Journal. 

Fridayy 
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Friday, . yune 21. 

[In a Grand Committee.} 

Refolvedy That a Supply, not exceeding the fum of 414,000/. 
fhair be granted to his Majefty, Tor paving ofF the extraordinary 
charge of the Navy and Ordnance ; and for paying the Priricefs of 
Or^w^^'s Portion; and for the repayment of the 200,000/. bor- 
rowed upon the credit of the additional Excife. And that the 
people be charged with no more money this Seffion of Parlia^ 
ment. 

[Agreed to by the Houfe.] 

Saturday, Jiine 22. 

The Lords believing it impoffible to difband the Army by the 
days the Commons named in the Bill, changed the ** laft oijune^ 
to the " 27th ofju/y," for that part of the Army in England: 
And for thofe abroad, they changed the time from the " 24th of 
Julf' to the " 24th of Augujir [And the Bill, with thefe 
amendments, being returned to the Commons this day, they 
Vere, on Debate, difagreed to by the Houfe. J 

\^unc 24. omitted.] 

Tuefday, June 25. 

The Commons [at a Conference] gave feveral reafons for their 
not agreeing with the Lords in the above amendments. The 
main one was, " It being a Bill of Money, they cannot allow 
their Lordfhips any manner of power, to add, or diminifti, to, 
or from it, &c." [And they offered a Provifo, by way of Expe- 
dient.] 

The fame day feveral v/ays were propofed for raifing the faid 
fum of 414,000/. as upon buildings [eredted fince 1656, upon 
new foundations,] within ten miles of London, [But this was 
rejedled, 117 to 88.] By the old way of Subfidy, &c. but at 
laft it was concluded by Land Tax. The Houfe grew fo 
thin, that, upon a divifion [for adjourning the Debate] the Aye's 
were but 74, and the No's 71. 

Wednefday, yune 26. 

The Lords, at a Conference, gave feveral reafons for iniifting 
on their amendments to the Bill of difbanding, and for rejeft- 
ing the Provifo offered by the Commons. But to all the amend- 
ments but one the Commons difagreed, and adhered to their 
Pi-ovifo. . 

Ijunelj omitted.] 
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Friday, June 28. 

The Lords voted that they adhered to their amendments, ana 
difageed to the Provifo. And the Cbihtnbns Voted conti-ai 
Ijufy I, ahd 2 omitted.] 

Wednefda^, July 3* 

Refilvidj That all Aids and Supplies to hii Majefty in Par-^ 
liament, are the foIeGift of the Commons ; and all Bills for the 
granting of any fuch Aids and Su(5plies ought to begin with the 
Commons ; and that it is the undoubted [and fole] right of the 
Commons to direct, limit, and appoint, in fuch Bills, the ends, 
purpofes, conAderations, conditions, limitations, and qualifica- 
tions [of fuch Grants ^j which ought not to be changed by the 
Houfe of Lords* 

[This was upon the Report from the Committee, tb whom it 
was referred to prepare and draw up a ftate of the Rights of the 
Commons, in granting of Money.] 

The arguments in the Houfe upon this Vote were chiefly what 
had been ufed forrfierly upon like occafions. 

The fame day the Commons Refolvedj That provifion be 
made in the Bill now depending, for raifmg 414,000/. for raifing 
^06,462/. 17s. 3^/. for disbanding the Army ; and that they 
Be tacked together to be irigrofled in the fame Bill. And this 
cJtpedieht ended the Cohtrbverfy between the Lord^ ahd Com- 
mons, abolit the Lords alteration of the times of disbanding 
the Army, &c. in the Bill the Commons fent up* And the 
former Bill bf disbanding the Army was laid afide. 

[July 4, 5, and 6 omitted.] 

Monday i ^uly 8; 

Thfe grand Mohey Bill pafled, and was entitled " An Aft for 
^nting a Supply tb his Majefty of 619,388/i m. gd. for dif* 
banding the Army, and other ufes." ^ 

[7"v 9» ^^9 ^^y ^^^ 13 omitted;] 

Monday, July i j. 

The Houfe attended his Riajcfty in the Hou(e of I^ecrs, whera 
the Royal Affeht was given to the Money Bill, and eight others % 
after which the Lord Chancellor acquainted the two Houfes, 
** That bis Majefty hid thought lit^ oh the prefcnt junflurd 

of 
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of affairs, to prorogue them to the firft of Auguji^ and lb keep 
them in call, by (hort Prorogati(Mi3 \ his Majefty not knowing 
how foon he might have need df their farther fervice and 
siffiftance : But that his Majefly's iht^tion was, that thqr fliould 
not meet till towards winter, unlefi there were OccafioA for their 
aflembling iboner, of which he would give them timely notice^ 
by his PrtxJamation.'* And accordingly the ParUameht was 
prorogued till the firft day of Auguft *. 

Auguft I ft the Houfe met, and was farther prorogued to 
Auguft 29th ; from thence to OSober ift ; and from thence to 
O^obtr 21. 

• Thus ended the feventeenth an Amiy and Fleet, which certain* 

Seffion of this Parliament; and ly had not been prepared to make 

thus Englatid faw herfelf engaged War with France^ or for the (ecu* 

in an expeuce of 6oO|Ooe/. to pay rity oE EngUmd. Rafin* 
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From the Year 16^7 to the Tear 1694. 


Monday J OSiober 21^ 1678. 

TH E two Houfes being met, his Majefty, in his Speech, 
gave them to undcrftand, *' That for the well-lccuriiig 
what was left of Flanders^ and the keeping' hiy neigh- 
bours from defpair, he had been obliged to keep up his troops : 
That both the honour and intere'ft of the nation were fo far 
improved by it, that, he was confident, no man would' repine at 
it, or think the money, raifed for their difbanding, to have 
been ill employed in their continuance : That he was fo much 
out of purfc for that fervice, that he expefted they fbould fup- 
ply it : That how far it would be neceflary, confidering the pre* 
fent ftate of Chrtfiendoniy to reduce the Land and Sea Forces, 
or to what degree, was worthy of all their ferious confidera- 
tions." He then proceeded to fignify, " That he had been in- 
formed of a defign againft his perfon, by the Jefuits * ; but faid, 

• It may be proper briefly to ob- to this, that Sir Edmundbury Cod- 
ferve, that on September ^%i Titus frey^ an eminent Juftice of Peace, 
Oates had given information, be- who had attefted Oates's depoiiti- 
fore the Council, of many dif- ons, was found, on Offober 17, with 
courfes he had heard among the his own fword thruft through his 
Jefuifs, of their defign to kill the body, in a ditch near trimroje Hi/l^ 
King, naming perfons, places, and in the way to Hamffiedy having 
times al mod without number} up- been milTmg ever fince the nth* 
on which many Jtfuits were feized And as it had been taken for ^rant- 
that night and the next day 5 and ed that CoUman'% papers conhrmed 
in particular,, having accufcd Cole- every thing that Omes had fworn, 
Tnnn, the Duke^s Secretary, of a {o it was no fooner known that 
ftnSt correfpondencc with Father Godfrey was killed, than by the ge- 
de la Chnife, the Frenrb King's Con- neral voice the Papifts were charg- 
feffor, adding, "that he was ac ed with the murder $ forthedifco- 
quainted with all their defigns," very of which a reward of 500/. 
Ldfrman was immediately appre- was offered by ProclanMtion on 
bended, and from his letters, which Otlober 20, the day before the Par- 
were ftizcd and examined, the fto- liament reaflembled. 
ry gaineii great confirmation. Add 
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he forbore to give his own opinion, left he fliould feem to fey 
too much, dr too little : That he fliould leave the matter to the 
Law*; and that, in the meantime^ he would take as much 
care as he could, to prevent all manner of praftices by that fort 
of men ; and of others too, who had been tampering in a high 
degree with foreigners, and coiltriving how to introduce Popery 
amongft us.'f He concluded, with recommending his othef 
concerns to their confideration : faid, " he had been under 
great difappointments by the defeSs of the Poll Bill : That his 
Revenue was under great aliticipations : That, at the beft, it 
was never equal td the conftant and neceflary expence of the 
Government \ and that he intended to have the whole ftate 
laid before them, that they might confider of it with that duty 
and afFeftion which he was fure he fliould always find in them/* 
The reft he left to the Lord Chancellor, 

The Compiler was ahfent till the 28/A, in which interval Mt 
Oates and Dr Tongue gave in their informations relating to the 
Popijh Plot^ and little elfe of moment pajfed till he was prefent. 

[Both Houfes fat out with a joint Addrefs to his Majefty for 
a folemn Faft, to implore the mercy and proteSion of Almighjty 
God to his Majefty's Royal Perfon, and in him, to all his loyal 
fubje£ts, &c. and ]^ov. 13th was accordingly appointed.] 

Saturday y St ober 26. 

The Lords and Commons prefented to his Majefty the fol- 
lowing Addrefs : 

*' May it pleafe your Majefty, 

" We your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjeSs, the 

Lords [Spiritual and Temporal] and Commons in rarliaftient 

, aflembled, having taken into our ferious confideration the bloody 

and traiterous defigns of Popifli Recufants againft your jVlajefty s 

* The King knowing the difaf^ it, that every thing concerning the 

fefiion of the Comnaons, was re- Plot fliould be left to the Law, in 

folved, if poflible, to prevent this the belief that it would be much 

affair from coming before them: ealier for him to manage the Judges 

ke feared, .very Juftly, that they than the Parliament. But the Earl 

, Hfould examine into the bottom of of Danby broke all his meafures, by 

this Plot, and, under a pretence communicating, the very firft day, 

of taking care of his perfon, difco- OaUs's Narrative to the Commons* 

vcr many things, which were yet to The King was highly provoked 

be concealed. For this purpole he with a procedure fo contrary to his 

exprefsly commtmded the Earl of orders and defigns, and gave him 

I}anby not to acquaint the two a fevere reprimand 5 but the thing 

Houfes wjth what had paffed thro' was without remedy. Rapin. 
his hand^^ and reiblved fo to order 

. Vol. VI. I facred 
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facred Pcrfon and Government, and the Protcftant Religiofi^ 
wherewith your Majefty hath been gracioufly pleafed to ac- 
quaint us; [Siep. 112.] for the preventing thereof we do moft 
humbly befeech your Majefty, that your Majefly would gra- 
cioufly pleafe, by your Royal Proclamation, to command all 
and every perfon and perfons, being Popifh Recufants, or fo 
reputed, forthwith, under pain of your Majefly*s higheft difplea- 
fure, and fevere execution of the Law agamft them, to de- 
part and retire themfelves and their families from your Royal 
Palaces of Whitehall^ Somerfet-Houfe^ St yames'Sy the Cities 
of London and Wejiminjler^ and from all other places within 
ten miles of the fame; and that no fuch perfon or perfons do 
prefume, at any time hereafter, to repair or return to your Ma- 
jefly 's faid Palaces, or the faid Cities, or either of thtm, or 
within ten miles of the fame, other than houfholders, being 
tradefmen cxercifing feme trade, or manual occupation, and 
fettled for twelve months lafl: [paft] in houfes of their own^ 
and not having a habitation elfewhere, giving in their own 
names, and the names of all other perfons in their families, to 
the two next Juftices of the Peace : And that it may be inferted 
in the faid Proclamation, that, immediately after the day li- 
mited for their departure, the Conftables, Churchwardens, and 
other the parifh officers, go from houfe to houfe, in their feveral 
pariflies, hamlets, conftablerics, and divifions, refpeflively, and 
there take an account of the names and furnames of all fuch 
perfons as are Popifli Recufants, or fufpected fo to be, as well 
houfholders as lodgers and (ervants ; and to carry a lift of 
their names to the tv/o next Juftices of the Peace, who are to be 
thereby required and enjoined to fend for them, and every of 
them, and to tender them, and every of them, the Oaths of Al- 
legiance and Supremacy ; and to commit to prifon, till th6 next 
fucceeding Scl^ions [of the Peace,] all fuch perfons as fhall re- 
fufe the faid Oaths ; and at the faid Seffions to proceed- asainft 
them, according to Law : And that your Majefty will be pleafed 
to diredl Commiffions to be forthwith ifliied, under the Great 
Seal of England^ to all Juftices within the Cities of London and 
Wejimtnjhr^ and within ten miles of the fame, to authorize and 
require them, or any two of them, to adminifter the faid Oaths 
accordingly 2 And that your Majefty would farther pleajfe to 
command, that no Warrant or Licence be granted but what 
(hall be figned by fix of your Majcfty's mdft honourable Privy 
Council [or otlierwife than at the Council Board,] for the ftay^, 
return, or repair of any fuch perfon or perfons into any of the 
faid places, till fome more cftiwShial. Law be pafled for preventing 
the faid Popifli Conl'piracies, and for the preforvation of your 
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Majefty's facred Perfon, and the Religion and Government by 
Law enablilhed ; for which i//e your Majefty's moft loyal and 
dutiful fuble^is will always emplay our utmoft endeav6urs and 
yaily prayers." , , 

[Mr Oztesy Mr Michael Godfreys and il/r Mulys, having 

[given in their Informations to the Houje^ (who on this occajion fent 

for Lord Chief jujiice Scroggs from off the Bench to ftgn certain 

Warrants) concerning the Plot^ and the death of Sjr Edmundbury 

Godfrey, the following Claufe was added to the Addrefe,'\ \ 

*' And whereas the fafety and prefervation of your Majefty's 
riioft facred Perfon is of fo great coilfequence and concernment 
to the Proteftartt Religion, and to all your fubjedlsj we do far- 
ther moft humbly befeech your Majefly to commarid the Lord 
Chamberlain, and all other Officers of your Majefty's Houfhold, 
to take a ftridl care that no unknown or fufpicious perfons may 
have accefs near your Majefty's Perfon ; and that yourMajefty 
will likewife pleafe to command the Lord Mayor and the Lieu- 
tenancy of London^ to appoint fufficient Guards of the Trained 
Bands within the City of London^ during this Seftion of Parlia- 
ment; and likewife the Lord Lieutenants of Middlefex znA Surry ^ 
to appoint the like Guards of the Trained Bands in Middlefex^ 
. Wejlminfier^ Southwark^ and other places adjacent, as fhall be 
. thought neceflary *." 

The King*s Anfweri 
^* My Lords and Gentlemen, * 

** I will take care what you defire (hall be done by the next 
Council day.'* 

* ' ■ ■ 

Monday^ QBober 28. 

Mi* Oaies f gave information againft feveral perfons con- 
cerned in the Plot, particularly againft the Dutchefs of Ma- 

• It muft be obferved, that thefe Anabaptift Teacher, who after- 

* AddrelTes were all founded upon wards conformed, and got into Or- 

the difcovery of the Plot 5 and that ders, and took a Benefice, as this 

both Houfes did not confine it to his fon did. He was proud and ill 

the fingle defign of killing the natured, haughty, but ignorant. 

Kihj, but exprefsly addied the two He had been complained of for 

others, of fubverting the Govern- fomc very indecent expreffionicon- 

ment, and changing the eftabliftied cerning the mylteries of the Chri- 

Kcliff'on ; and never did the two ftian Religion. He was once pre- 

Homes feparate tliefe three Arti- fented for Perjury. Siit he got to 

cles. A clear evidence, that they be a Chaplain in one of the King't 

believed the Plot was not confined ftiips, from which he was difmilled 

to the defign of killing the King, upon complaint of ioxix^ unnatural 

'ftsfome would infinuate. Rapin. praftices. Burnet. 

f Titus Oatis was the (on of an The pi6lure of this^ noted man if 

I 2 zarine: 
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vaartne : ** That (he was a fpy here, under a pretence of a 
difference with her hufband, for France ♦ ; and for this aflcr- 
tlon, gives this reafon, that all agents here refort unto her ; 
and Mr Coleman can, if he will, fay as much as I have done.'' 

Sir Nicbclas Catew.'] Moves to have the Lord Chief 
Juftice iffue out his Warrant to apprehend the ieveral 
perfons Mr Oates has accufed. 

Mr Goring.^ (Upon Mr Oblics^s faying that Sir William 
Goring had received a Commijfton from his hand to be a' 
Captain of Horfe in the Plot^ and had been an injiru- 
ment to procure an hundred thoufand crowns to be tranf 
mitted into Ireland, for carrying on the Plot) I believe 
they are a parcel of fools to employ a boy in the Plot, to 
manage fiich a delign. 

Mr Williams. '\ It is mod proper for a Juftice of Peace 
of Middlefex to examine fuch as Mr Oates has accufed 
that are here within the county. 

Colonel Birch,'] That the clearnefs of what you do 
may appear, I would have that examination concerning 
Mr Wilde^ your Member f, read. 

The Speaker.] This is an examination without doors 
concerning a Member within doors, and not orderly to 
be read. In the cafe of Mr Mallet^ he was chained 
without doors, and you fent for him hither upon his pe- 
tition, and you did remit him to the Tower. But for a 
Member charged within doors^ you always order him to 
make anfwer in his place. 

alfo drawn with the like features lier death, was the rendezvous of 

by Mr North^^ VBfiran^ey and all all the men of Wit and Q^^ality, 

the Court writers of thofe times, and St E^vremondf a Refugee as 

with this only difference, that they well as herfelf, was one of her mA 

are fet forth by the lail with bolder couitant attendants. Ra^n. 
drokes and ttronger colours. f The fum of Mr Oates's infor- 

• The Dutchefs of Mazarine h^" nation againft Mr W^iUe^ was, 

ving a difference with her hulband, " That Mr WiiiU had a difpenfa- 

retiredinto£«if/<?»</thi8ycar,(i675) tion to take the Oaths of Allegi- 

where it is pretended (he would ance and Supremacy, and the 

have fupplanted the Dutchefs of Tefl, the better to enable him to 

Fort/mouthy had not an intrigue with get an interefl amongft Parliament 

a certain Courtier been too ibon men, for the Cathohcs, and to be 

difcovercd by tlr "5 King. He af?]gn- a Juftice of Peace and Deput/ 

ed her, howeves i pendonr of 4.000/. Lieutenant ; and that he had Mais 

ftcrling. Uer v tit, to the day of /aid in his houie/s 

Mr 
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Mr lyilde.J I deiirc to know what I am accuied of. 
I never ^ad Mafs in my houfe in my life, nor went 
to an Ambaffador's houfe to hear Mafs. Let any man 
ipit in my face if he can prove it. 

The Speaker.] If the examination be without doors, 
X you muft kt it be proceeded in without doors ; if the ex- 
amination be taken within doors, then you muft pro* 
ceed here, and he muft anfwer it in his place. 

Mr ff^lliams.] The firft difcovery I heard againft Mr 
Wilde^ was at the Bar, by Mr Oates ; and, as I take it, 
the Houfe is in fome meafure poflefled of it. You muft 
either examine it here, or out of the Houfe, to come to 
judgment one way or other. You are in fome meafure 
poflelfcd of it, and you muft proceed. 

Mr Secretary Coventry. 1 You ought to refer your 
Member to the Law and Jqftiqe for his examination, and 
not proceed yourfclves. Let the whole matter go all 
one way. 

The matter was referred to the Law. 

Sir John Talbot. 1 I have heard that both Lord Staf-^ ' 
ford and Lord Petre^ after my Lord Chief Juftice*s 
Warrant was out againft them *, took their places in the 
Lords Houfe, and the Lords did not think fit to let 
them be amongft them -, and I would not have you ftiow 
more favour to your Member, than the Lords fhowed 
to theirs. 

The Speaker.] There is no Warrant yet out againft 
Mr Wilde ; there was againft the Lords, and that cannot 
be the fame cafe. 

Sir Robert Southwell reports the Letters found at Mr. Cole- 
man*s houfe, which were preferved, of which the Lords of the 
Council commanded him to make extra6b after he had decy-. 
phered them ; and they are from the Internuncio at Brujfefs ; 

• The fame day that the Com- whom he had (worn againft, among 

mens exainined Oates, (viz. OSicb. whom were the Lords Hmjuis, Slaj- 

«4.) tliey fent for the Lord Chief Jord, Arundel of Wardour^ Petrtf 

Juftice Scroggjy who took his exa- Bc-Uafis, and Sir Henry ^icbbourn^ 

mination upon oath, and in the Bart, all Papiftj, who were fent to 

Houfe flftled twenty -fix Warrants the T^^xt-^r, and the reft tofeveral 

1[\)T apprehending fo many perfons prifons. 

I 3 fome 
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fomeof the French King's Confeflors letters fent by Sir William^ 
Throg}nortorC% hands ; and Letters to Monlieur rompone^ the. 
French King's Secretary. Th^ Lords commanded him to makei 
cxtrafts of the matters cri^minal in them, but they were fo in- 
volved, it was hard to do it, fo he tranflated the whole Letters ;^ 
but he fuppofcs the Houfe will not be content with that broken 
manner he proceeded in." 

Ordered^ That a Committee be appointed to tranflate the 
Letters of Mr Coleman^ and the feveral Papers be fent for 
by the Committee, which were received by the Clerks of the 
Cfouncil *. 

[The Bill for hindering Papifts to fit in either JSoufe of Par-i 
liament pafled^ and was lent up. to th? Lords.] 

Huefdayy OSlober 29. 

The Speaker acquainted tlie Houfe with a person taken upoA 
the Guard, with an account of all the Votes of the Houfe, and 
tranfaftions, &c. 

The perfon was brought to the Bar, who faid, ^* he lives a^ 
one Mr Smithes houfe, who belojjigs to the Wardrobe, and livest 
in Blaci Fryars. He acknowledges tb.e papers takenr upon, 
him. He had them from one Cole^ who cominonly diftributed 
fuch papers, and he, cpming there as a ftranger, ha^ one.*' 

The Speaker.] Who employed you to look after Vote^ 
of the Houfe of Commons ? 

Jnfwer^l I did it to fatisfy the curiofity of friends. I have, 
had of thofe papers for one Mr OJborn^ from the fame perfon^ 
fometimes for kd, fometimes for' 12^. according as they were 
confiderable. Cole delivered the Votes to one Smith j and I had 
them from him about five or fix o'clock at night. ' Mr Ofiorn 
is a Counfellor at Law, and I brought them to him, . but I maka 
it not my bufinefs, only at the defire of perfons. Jfe xvith^, 
drew. 

The Speaker,] I would have you Ipoil the trade, by 
tracing this to the original. 

Mr SacheverelL'] It is the right of every Member to. 
take Votes out of the Journal \ and it is the right pf any 
Commoner to fee your Books. 

• It appears by the Jouinal, that that fchis was the day for executing 

the Houfe being informed, ** That the feme/' ordered a Committee to^ 

there was a difcourfe of blowing" up go and feaich the rooms uiider- 

the two Hpufcs of Parliament, and neath it. ' 
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The Spedk&r refle£fing ufon Gentlemen that took notes^ 

Serjeant iW^»^r^ faid,] No man's memory can rev 
tain your Votes, and Gentlemen may talce notes in yoMr 
Houfe. 

^ir Richard Temple,'] The -Votes of this Houfe are i 
Record, and people muft have notice of Conifnittee^, 
to give their attendance. Speeches and Debates have 
been publiflied, and that has always been criminal. / 

The thing went off without farther Proceeding^. 

Sir yohn Knight reports fome of Coleman^s Letters tranllated/ 

Mr Sacheverell.'] No Court ever took the matter before 
them when any part of the evidence was behind. When 
you fee the Catalogue of the Letteris in the Clerk of the 
Council'? hands, and the reft, then you niay go upon 
them. Oiie letter is an hiiftorical account of four years 
formerly-^-Thofe l^tttr^Knight reports are but fubfequerit 
— ^^Vill you not have the whole matter, before yoii give 
judgment upon it ? I move, therefore, that you may fee 
what is wanting \ and that the Order may be general, to 
jgive in the Lift, before you proceed. 

Sir Kobert Southwell, Y The Letters in i|iy hand are 
eighteen; they go from 1674 to 1675, and thefe go to 
Letters that have preceded thofe. As for the lift of the 
letters before the Lords, I was charged with them, and 
I have my difcharge in my pocket •, they are not yet tranf- 
. mitted to this Houfe ; there are forty or fifty of them. 
Sir Philip Lloyd promifed me to make them ready by this 
morning; he knew the command of the Houfe, and 
promifed to obey it, but he is gone with the Lords to 
Newgate, 

The Catalogue of the Letters was read. 

Ordered^ That his Majefty be [humbly] defired by fuch Mem- 
bers as are of the Privy Council, that [an Inventory, or Lift, of] 
ail Papers, which have been forted [by the Clerks of the Coun- 
cil, may be communicated to this Houfe ;] and that all thofe 
Papers, which are not forted, may be delivered over to a Com- 
mittee [of this Houfe J to fort them. 

• The only notice taken of this difperfed or publifhed in the coffte- 
In the Journal, is, an Order, " That houfes," 
.none of the Votes of the Houfe be 

* . I 4 The 
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The Letters then were read, dated 1674, which contained 
feveral paffages for promoting the Catholic caufe, and endea- 
vours to diSolve this Parliament at any rate, with frequent 
touches at the Duke's defire of it at any rate ; the moft mate* 
rial are printed in Cole man* % Tryal, and in other pamphlets, 
&c. See alfo the 'Journals. 

Mr Pcnvle.] If Coleman had a reward and his life given 
him, or fomething beyond it, he would deferve it upon a 
full difcovery of what he knows — What you do I would 
have done prefently, of offers and invitation for difco- 
very, &c. you know not elfe how foon he may be dif- 
pofed of-, therefore I move that you will fend a Com- 
mittee to him, to afk him, whether he will make any 
difcovery, &c. 

Lord Cavendijh. ] I would have the Committee afk him, 
in general, what he knows, and give him encouragement 
upon difcovery, &c, 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] Take heed of offering him re- 
ward, or promife of reward, lefl you deftroy his evidence. 
I would have him interrogated only. 

Colonel Titus.'] You may proceed as far as thofe Let- 
ters dired you, and farther as you fee occafion j and, left 
you (hould be prevented by any making him away, do 
it quickly •, and, no doubt, if he deferve it, the inter- 
cefTion of this Houfe may prevail with his Majefty for a 
pardon. 

Six Thomas Littleton. ] I am afraid we arc tgo nice in 
this matter — I would go plainly to work. Perhaps, to 
promife him pardon is in the method of dealing with a 
highwayman ; perhaps, it is an abatement of his tefti- 
mony — But you do not incapacitate him for evidence by 
promifing your interceding for his pardon : He may ac- 
cept it from the Commons of England^ and I believe he 
will be fo abandoned by his party, that you may know all. 

Ordered^ That a Committee, be appointed to examine Mr 
Cohman concerning the Plot [and Confpiracy mentioned] in the 
King's Speech. 

[A Committee was appointed to go to Niwgate^ and examine 
Mr Coleman accordingly. &ee ike printed jfoumal.'] 

IVedmfdayy 
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Wednefdayj OSlober 30. 

Mr Sacheverell reports [from the Committee, appointed as 
above,] '' That, according to Order, the Committee had be<^n, 
with Mr Coleman in Newgate ; and they told him what favour' 
he might reafonably hope for, upon his full and plain difcovery 
of things, and that he mull needs know, without fuch a difco- 
very, the danger he was in j — to fee how far his hopes and his 
feafs would lead him — C$leman faid, '' As to any defign againft 
the King's perfon, or taking away his life, [or the lef- 
fening of his power] he never knew, nor heard of any fuch 
defign, nor knew of any Commiilions for raifmg an Army." 
This he faid voluntarily of himfelf : This he made an abfolute 
denial of; and he direftly denied *' any intention of change of 
the Government by introducing Popery ; but that he did defign 
an attempt of diflblving this Parliament, for liberty of confci- 
ence j for be did not doubt but that if Popery was upon an 
equal foot with Proteftantifm, Popery would be eftablifhed. 
jje thought that; 300,000/. from France would be more certain 
than a Supply from the Parliament, &c. — ^Not three men in the 
world knew of this defign, but the Duke of Tork knew of 
it, and communicated it to Lord Arundel of Wardour ; and 
why this diflblving of the Parliament would not be ungrateful to 
the King he had his private reafons — The firft correfpondence 
be had abroad was with ^\x William Throgmorton% who got 
him a correfpondence with Monfieur La Ferrier f* That correl- 
pondence fell^ after three or four letters ; He held correfpondence 
likewife with the Pope's Nuncjb [at Brujfels^'] which was intro- 
duced by a proportion brought; by Father Patrick ; but the pro- 
pofition was unintelligible, and the Duke of York fent him to the 
W uncio, who denied the propofitions from Rome about money, 
which Father Patrick brought, which propofitions were the 
Nuncio's own \ but the Nuncio going to Rome^ promifed to do 
what he could with the Pope in that affair. He had no farther 
correfpondence with the Nuncio as to this matter." He faid, 
*' he always wrote to the Nuncio iii plain hand, not in cypher. 
The cypher was ufed in the correfpondence with St Germain^ 
and one Blcmkarty who was Secretary to M. Rouvigny,'^ 

Sir Nicholas CarewS\ This Report appears to me as if 
what you fay goes to Newgate. Coleman will confefs no 
more than what you know already i therefore I would 

♦ Converted by Coleman to thd Roman Catholic Faith, 
t ConfelVor to the trench King. 

fend 
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fend for Captain Richard/on^ (the Keeper of Newgate^) to 
know what perfons have- been with him befides the Lords 
and Commons. 

ScTJc^nt Maynard.'] There need not two witneflfes to 
every particular faft, but to circumftances they will do— I 
would therefore fend for the JaUor, to know who has been 
Coleman^ advifer. 

The Speaker.] Coleman is committed clofe prifoner^ 
and no man is to fee him but in the prefence of Captain 
Richard/on, and his very wife is not to fpeak with him 
without two witnefles bt: by, by Order from the Lords of 
the Council. 

Sir 'J'bomas'Uderes.] By this interrogatory, you afk Ri* 
fbardfon^ Whether he has committed a fault? You afk 
your fervant. Whether he has broke the glafles ? I expeft 
as little effe£t now by fending for Richardfony as I did ye- 
fterday by fending the Committee. 

[Mr Richafdfon was ordered forthwith to attend the Houfe.] 

Colonel Egerton.'] As I was coming to the Houfe I met 
Lord Cajilemaine* y who afking what news, I faid, " I fuf- 
pefted that Coleman would prove falfe to his party.*' He 
prefently replied, " I hope he will not ferve us fo.** 

Lord Ccvendijh.'] I would know whether he faid it in 
earneft, or in a jeering way. 

Colonel Egerton."] Cajllemaine has an impediment in his 
Ipeech ; he ftutters •, but he (poke it in earned:. 

There was a great filence. 

Sir Edward Bering.'] We fit filent, as if we had nothing 
to do. I think it worth your confideration that fome Juf- 
tice of the Peace examine thi^ matter, and one Bateman^ 
who kept Coleman"^ papers and wrote his letters : You may 
poflibly by him know what is become of his papers. 

S\v Robert Howard.] You have been told or a magif- 
trate murdered, (Godfrey y) and it 15 difputed in every ftrect, 
whether it was done by Papifts, or others, and they have 
produced reafons for both : The difcovery of that would 

* Hufband to the Dutchefs of afterwards fcnt by K,mg James (in 
Cleyclami, tlie King's iniilvcfs, and 1686) Ambaflador to the Pope. 

fet 
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fet mens minds at eafe— -Five hundred pounds are offered 
in the Proclamation •, it is a poor combination that cannot 
give 600/. to ftifle the difcovery: I would havfe 5000/. 
reward for him that Ihall difcover the murdqrers, and fe- 
cured tp him by this Houfe, by Aft of Parliament, and if 
he was an aftor in it, a pardon ; the money to be paid to- 
him or his Executors — I have made a motion fuitable to 
my infirmity, and I leave it to you. 

Sir Nicholas Carew,'] I would have the A(5t for pardon 
only qctend to one difcovera" ; elfc all the combination 
may come in, and fo yo.ui punifh nobody. ^ ^ 

Sir Thomas UttletonA I concur with the motion, but 
not that the pardon ftiould extend but to one perfonw : 
There may he two brothers •, or a father and fon, or a 
niece, th^umay be comrades in the fad, that would not 
impeach one another : A man, fometimes, defines to pre- - 
ferve one man's life as much as his own ; therefore I- 
would hot have the pafdon too narrow. 

Sir Richard Temple,'] I would not make the pardon 
wi^hoyt ]Precedent, but I would have a Bill extenfive to 
all crimes, and the reward to be to the firft difcovcrer. 

Sijr Thomas Littleton.'] Let the pardon be for all crimes 
that he fhaJl difcover, or elfe he is pardoped only for the 
death oiGodfr^^ and not for the reft of the crimes. 

yix Bofcawen.] The 5000/. reward is not propofed 
pi^y for the fake of the 4ifcovety of the murder, &c. If 
you take it that all England is concerned in the difcovery, 
the reward js not fo much. As Birkenhead f^ys, he that dif- . 
covers one, in all probability will difcover all the mur- 
derers, and if you give 5000/, it will be Mttle enough to 
difcover this bufinefs. 

Mr Secretary C^^^/z/ry.] Thofe that did the murder are 
men furely of that quality that they would give 50,000/. . 
and qxore, to ftifle it— Will you have Gough and Whallcy 
pardoned for murdering the late King ? If they difcovers 
this Plot, will you m^ke the murder of Godfrey mor-e ■ 
than the mnrder of the late King } I believe this to be 
a murder, and a horrid murder, and I believe that it is 
ppon the brink of difcovery. 

Seijeant 
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Serjeant Maynard. ] The man that difcovers this tnmder 
^ill never be able to walk out of his hoiife again for dan- 
ger, and if the reward of 500/. by the ProcUunation wUI 

not difcover this, 5000/. will not. 
The Motion went off. 

Mr Secret^iry WilliamfmJ] The King has given order 
to caufe all Coleman*s papers that remain, to be delivered 
as you (hall appoint. 

Several informations were called for, as that againft Sir yoht 
Ga^e^ Sir WilUam Goringy and the Dutchefi of Afcntariney &c. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I hear, the Lords arc examining Wit- 
nefles upon oath ; which will foreftall any Impeachment 
you Ihall make. 

Sir Robert Sawyer.] Perhaps, Juftices of tfte Peace 
think the perfons they are to examine too great for them : 
Your Members ought to give you informations for that 
reafon, that you may proceed upon them. 

Sir Thomas Meres.'] TheDutchefsof Jlfomnwis accuf- 
ed, ^' that La Chaife^ the FrenchYi\x\^% Confeffor, corrcf- 
ponds with her, and he direfts the Society of Jefuits here 
tocorrelpond with her." If you are fatisfied to put this up, 
I am fo, but I think the Houfe is not to put it up. 

The Speaker. } Thofe that afted as Juftices, &c. did it> 
not as Members of the Houfe, but as Juftices, who were 
at tlieir own difcretion. If you receive an account from 
them here, it muft be to what proceedings you have had 
in che Houfe, and it is the nrft time fuch a thing has 
been done. 

yixWilliamsJ^ You may examine matter of Treafbn in 
parliament, by 25 £. III. Thefe are extraordinary ways, 
and not the common courfo of juftice \ if this be an Evi- 
dence in a Court of Law, a Juftice of Peace's examina- 
tion is a Judicature. I take it plainly, you have a Judica- 
ture in this — It may be read in any Court of Record, and 
may be ufed by you. 

The Speaker.] In the Cafe cf Mr Maffet^ the Houfe 
would not read the examination, but remitted it to the 
J^aw, The declared Treafons by 25 Edw. 111. are with 

refer- 
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refervation of what fhall afterwards be made Trcafpn by 
Parliaments That was the reafon of accumulative crimes 
made Treafi>n in the Earl oi Strafford's cafe — It is my 
duty. to inform the Houfe in point of Law, and I wifh I 
had more Law, I would do it truly. 

Captain Richard/on attending, according to Order, an<l being 
called in, upon the Speaker's charging him that Mr Coleman had 
information of what was done in the Houfe, (aid, ** That iince 
Mr Coleman had been committed to him, none came to him 
but his fervant, and, by Order of the King and Council, his 
wife, in his prefente, and he heard all the difcourfe that Killed 
betwixt them ; an^ the Committee of the Lords and the Com- 
mons — H^ is kept four lofts high, and, except the rattling of 
coaches, or hearing a Proclamation cried, he can hear no- 
thing." 

Sir Nichvlas CarewJ\ By this it appears, that Coleman 
hopes to be faved by fome other ways than your media- 
tion. There was one Colonel Grice in a Plot, fince the 
King came in, who was let down into a vault in the 
Tower^ which was fo terrible to him, that he confelfed 
all — r move that Coleman may be removed thitlier. 

Thurfday^ OBober 31. 

The Speaker ffave the Houfe information, *' That a Member 
•f the Houfe, Mx JVrlght^ the Lawyer, had converfed with 
Mr Coleman^ at his Chamber at the Temple^ three hours, the 
day before Mr Coleman was apprehended, and thit he brought 
^a quantity of papers in with him, and carried none away with 
him : Dr Shorty a Papift, was- with him ^ and Mr Wright. 
*and the Dodor, dined that day together at my Lord Chiet 
Juftice Scroggs% and Mi Wright came tq^ town but that 
morning." 

Colonel Birch.'] That Coleman fhould fp readily know 
that Wright was come to town, and at dinner at my 
Lord Chief Juftice^s, the hniG dscy Coleman was appre- 
hended, and when the Plot was fo well known to Co/e- 
many and he that day fearched for! — I believe my part 
of it, and every Gentleman does fo too. That this fhould 
be a meeting, as Wright fays, of n^erriment only at his 
chamber for three boursj In the cafe Coleman was in, is 
liot probable. 

Mr 
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Mr TVrtght proffered to. deliver the keys of his cihambers and 
ftudy, that no violence might be offered to the locks, but wheit 
they, that are to fearch for Papers, find no entrance. 

A Committee v^as ordered to fearch them accordingly, 

Mr Powle,] I would know who Went away firft whfcn 
they parted. 

Mr tVrigbt.'] "Coleman and Short went away in a coach 
together. 

Mr Chriftlan and Mr Rampy were examined at the Bar, 
about Sir Edwundhury Godfrey^ &c. 

Refolved^ -Nrmine contradicente^ That, upon the Evidence that 
has already appeared to this Houfe, this Houfe is of opihion 
that there has been, and ftill is, a damnable and hellifli Plot 
contrived and Carried on by the Popilh Reciifarits, fdr the af- 
I'aflinating and murdering the King, and for fubverting the 
Grovernment> [and rooting out] and deftroyirtg the Proteftant 
Religion. 

Ordered^ That this Vote be communicated to the Lords at 
a Conference \ and that the Lords be defired to join with this 
Houfe in providing remedies for the prefervation of his Majefty*! 
Perfon and Government, and the Proteftant Religioni 

Sir Henry Capet reports from Newgate^ That he afked Mr 
Coleman how he difpofed of himfclf oniaw^? [that day he was 
with M.xJVright,'] Coleman anfwered, '' he went out in his coach^ 
and in Covent Garden he met with Sir Robert Tl)omas ; from thence 
he went to Lord Arundel of lVardour*t^ about a horfe he had 
of him ; from thence he went to St. James's Park to walk, and 
then went home to dinner. Then he went out and called upori Dr 
Short ; they told him, he was at dinner at my Lord Chief JufticJ« 
Stroggs'^ > he v/ent not up flairs, but dcfired two Genttemfen to 
tell Short he would fpeak with him 5 his intention was to excufe 
himfelf [he faidj to my Lord Chief Juftice, about fome palTages 
in a Letter that feeraed to reflect \\\ion him — 'l^hen [he faid] 
he went away with Mr TVright to "his chamber, where they talk- 
ed of nothing but news of the times — He remembered no particu- 
lars, nor had they any difcourfe about Law matters ; he had no fort 
of papers with him in his coach^ but trivial matters in his poc- 
ket, and he left none with Mr IVright — In Mr fVright^s cham- 
ber [he fays j lajr a fick boy, and an apothecary wont in and out ; 
and having Itayed there fomc time, he carried Dr Short to a pati- 
ent of his, and from thence he went to Sir John Bahere's"--^ 
And then he feemed to flop, and faid, '*.he could not well tell 
whether he went to Lord Arundel of Wardour*^ ^ but hearing 

that 
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thsit nls papers were fearched, he went to advife with him what 
t6 Aq\ from thence he went to his mother's, and from thencd 
he went to lie at one Mr JVhitebaU% a Goldfmith," 

Sir Robert Thomas.'] I found all my people, at home, 
ki- a confternation about the Plot, &c. and I went to the 
coffee-Roufe in Covent Garden^ to hear what news. And 
a»I went, I met Mr Coleman. 1 told him, *' he was up 
to the fhoulders in it." Coleman faid, " he difcovered ic 
three weeks ago*" 

Dr Shorty at the Bat.] « I dined the 29th of September with 
Mr Wright'^ at my Lord Chief Juftice Scroggf% who was un- 
d^r my care^ and it was about a week befoi'e that I had • feen 
Mr Coleman, I had been with his Lady, but faw not Mr Cole^ 
fnan till that day in all that time. Mr Wright afked me to drink 
a botde of wine with him at his chamber with Mr Coleman^ 
where I was from three or four of the clock till feven . at night. 
I went away with Mr Caleman^ who fet me down at a patient's 
houfe. Whilfl: w« were together we had no ferious difcourfe, 
but there was fomething faid of the Plot, and I named Mr Oates 
ahd Dr Tongue^ and who had been under examination. I wa^ 
carried dire&ly \ci my patient in Sncthampton Buildings ; and I 
Heard Mr Coleman bid his coachman go home. I remember 
no other particulars, only general difcourfe of the Plot. I fup- 
pofe Mr Coleman called on mcj to give me an account of hist 
wife ; fhe was ill on Monday^ and the fervant that came fpr 
me told me that his mailer's houfe had been fearched— Mr 
C^Ufnan never gave me any papers to keep for him in his whole 
Ufe.** He withdrew. 

• Siv Henry CapeL] M.v Coleman f^id^ upon his examina- 
* tion, " That as for going to Dr Shorty He had occafion to 
take phyfic, the time of the year calling for it ;"• but he 
faid nothing concerning Dr Short^s coming to his wife. 

Sir Robert Southwell.'] Mr Coleman'' s wife came lapped 
lip in hoods, &c. and, for tfuth*s fake, I muft infortn 
you, fhe was ill when fhe came to follicit the Lords of* 
the Council for her hufband's bail. 

%\t Edmund Wyndham^ the Knight Marfbal, makes report of ^ 

-' ftfe fearch. of Mr JVright^s chamber and ftudy : '' I found no-* 

thing in*bis chamber, ftudy, or fcrutore relating' to any thin» but 

his profeffion ; and the fervants. fay they never faw Mr Co(eman 

thcflS'Witb -their mafter, but that day with Dr ShortX ^■- ■ 

' Mr 
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Mr Upright J] I hope the Houfe hath opinion x>f iM, 
that I am a Proteftant, and not a Papift. It is hard that 
a man fhould have his Papers fearched. I have many 
clients, and fuch refledlions may niin me. I hope you 
will be pleafed to juftify me in this matter, that I mTif 
not lie under refleftion. 

Colonel Birch,] I find t\\2X Wright and Short had cor- 
refpondence, by papers in ff^right's hands. tVrigbP faid 
" No, no,*^ to all you asked him about difcourfcs of 
news, and you hear what Short fays. 

Mr IVright. ] I proteft before Almighty God, I had a 
child fick, and my head was full of that ; and I remcm* 
ber not the difcourfcs of news. 

Sir Thomas Littleton,'] The difcourfe that pafled be- 
twixt Short and IVright might efcape a third man. 

The Speaker.] IVright had the ill fortune to be under 
tjie circumftances of being in ill company. 

Mr Secretary fVilliamfonJ] Becaufe your Warrant for 
fearch of Mr PFrigbl*s ftudy, &c. is upon your Books, I 
hope you will hz pleafed to declare your fatisfaftion with 
your Member upon your Books likewife. 

RefoheJ^ That upoa the fearch and examination of Mr 
TVrighfs ftudy and papers, the Houfe does not find that Mr 
JVright had any communication with Mr Coleman^ as to thc 
Plot now under examination. 

[For three letters of Mr Coleman^ to Father La Chaifij 
fee the Journal, being entered there by Order of the Houfe.j 

"Friday y 'November i. 

Sir John Knight reports, [fr6m the Committee,] the fevefal 
Letters, Declarations, and other Papers, found at Mr ColemarC% 
houfe, [which were read by the Speaker to the Houfe*] 

Sir Robert Sawyer reports the Conference [agreed to by 
the Committee] upon the fubjccSl-matter of the Vote of yefter- 
day, &c. to confidcr of feme remedies for the prefervation of the 
King's P^rfon, Religion and Government againft the Popifh 
Confpiracy — " The Commons have thought fit [after examina* 
tion of fcveraJ perfons and papers, and deliberate confideratloi^ 
had thereupon,] to offer to your Lordftiips this Vote, to which 
they defire your concurrence ; [For the Vote at large^ fi^ p' i^l^.J 
The Houfe of Commons, tieing very fenfible of the imnuaent dan* . 

ger 


debates in ParUameni in 1678; > ii^ 

geV 6f the King and kingdom, do think it thieir duty to acquaint 
your Lordftips therewith ; and do pray your Lordfbips to take, 
it into your confideration to prevent the dangers, &c. . And they 
doubt not of your Lordftiips concurrence in fuch remedies as have, 
or ihall be by them propofed to your Loi'dfliips for the effefting 
oT this great end/' 

Mr SacheverelL'] I objedt to this manner of delivering 
the Vote. It is hecedTary that there be a good correfpond- 
ence between the two Houfes, and that all true Proteftants 
have union amongft themfelves. By Popilh contrivances 
they would throw a bone betwixt the two Houfes. Though 
I like the words in the Paper well, I ofifer to you whether 
it would W6t be much better to fhdw,. inftead of by way 
of " intreaty to think of remedieis, &c." that " you do 
not doubt it, and you look upon it as undoubted that thd 
Lords will do it.^* 1 he Houfes thereby will be joined by 
that Committee, and fo come to your end the fobner. 

Sir Thomas Merest] Thefe are not new difBculties, and 
this of a Committee of Lords and Commons has beeii 
talked of without doors -, biit thefe Committees feldom 
agree. In this Mefflige I fee no probability of difunion 
of the Lords and Commons. The Proteftant Ix)rds are 
well united, and I approve very well of Sacheverell's 
Motion — The Vote has been carefully penned — In thii 
whole Conference there is no great matter fo be objefted ; 
the words are very eafy — Whofoever ftarts a controverfy 
ih this matter, I mall think hini popifhly inclined — Pray 
add thefe words, and let it go. 

Mr Sollicitor Winningtm.'] The Houfe are all of an 
opinion. I would have no difference with the Lords, 
becaufe all our fubftance i^ at flake — This Vote has put 
another face upon things •, which is very fiill. 

Mr Waller. ] The Vote is riot ours only, but every body's 
dpinion— To jny great grief, I have fecn the Hoiife divi- 
ded feveral times in a day. Nothing but communis metui 
makes us all agree, and I doubt not but wc fhall nowi 

The Conference was thus agreed : . 

*< The Houfe of Commons is very fenfible of the danger botK 
tlie King and Kingdom are in, and tlwey think it their duty to 
2icquaint your Lordfhips therewith ; and do pray your Lordmips 
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will be pleafed to take it into your ferious and fpeedy confidera^* 
tion, what remedies are fit and fuitable to be applied for pre* 
ferving the King's perfon, and preventing the alteration of Re- 
ligion and Government : To which the Commons fhall readily 
concur ; as they doubt not of your Lordfliips concurrence to 
fuch remedies as have or (hall be by them propofed to your Lord- 
fliips for the effecSling of this great end." 

In the afternoon Sir Thovias Meres reports the Lords An- 
fwer, delivered at a Conference, as follows : 
. ** The Lords have confidered the Vote of the Houfe of Com- 
itrons, communicated to them at the Conference, and have moft 
readily and unanimoufly concurred with them in it, Nemim con-- 
tradicente \ and their Lordfliips are very glad to fee the zeal 
which the Commons have fliowed upon this occafion^ and do 
fully concur with them, that the moft fpeedy and ferious con- 
sideration of both Houfes are necefliry, for the prevention of 
the imminent dangers : In order v/hereunto, their Lordfliips 
have refolved to fit de die in diem^ forenoon and afternoon ; 
and defire that the Houfe of Commons would do fo too ; and 
when their Lordfliips fliall have confidered of fit and proper re- 
medies for thefe dangers, they will be ready to communicate 
tliem to the Houfe of Commons, and will alio take in good part 
whatever fliall be communicated to them by the Houfe of Com- 
mons; and will fuffer nothing to be wanting, on their parts, 
which may preferve a good correfpondence between both Houfes, 
which is abfolutely necell-iry to the fafety both of King and 
Kirigdom," 

[Refolved, That this Houfe will fit de die in diemy forenoon 
and afternoon. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to prepare and draw 
up Articles of Impeachment againft Lord Arundel oiWardour^.^ 

Saturday y November 2 . * 

Mr Secretary IVilliawfon.'] Seeing you are about to 
name perfons in the Proclamation that you defire the King 
to ifllie out, why will you not name Corryers^ as well as 
Symonds and Bedingfield, to render himfelf, &c. ? He is 

* It appears by the Journal, about, and to fearch the^ houfe* 

that a Committee was this day nearthe two Houfes of Parliament,- 

appointed to enc^iii re into the cau- and in iht Old Palace Tard ; and 

its of feme noifes of knocking to examine and return in the name» 

thai had been heard in the night, of fuch Papifts as inhabit near the 

in the Old Palace 7'ardy ox there-* two Houies of Parliament. 

in 
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in trie front of them ; the arch-confpirator. He had the 
impudence to write a letter to me, and therein are his 
Inducements to ^ to Brujfels^ (I received it in ahother 
letter that was found,) and that he is ready to rendei^ 
himfelf, he has fuch a confidence iii his innocence. 

M^r Bennet.'] 1 wonder that the Lords of the Council 
did not iflue this Proclamation out fooner. 

Sir "Thomas Littleton.'] We fhall have occafion often to 
trouble the King with Meflages^ and that will lofe a day 
If we deliver them in a body •, therefore 1 would havd 
this MefTage fent by the Members of the Privy Council. 

[An Addrefs was ordered to te pref^nted to his A^ajefty, defir- 
Jng a Proclamation for tjie apprehending ConyerSj Symondsy JB^- 
dingfieldy arid Caitdwayj Stc.'] 

Th^ Lords, at a Conference, acquainted the Houfe of Com- 
ifilons^ " That [this miming] they had received information^ 
i||>on Oath, [frcim the Surveyor of his Majefty*s worksj] that the 
l^oof of the Houfe of Commons was fo ruinous that any great 
ftorm endangers the fall of it ; [and that the Lords had refblved 
to addrefs his Majefty to give orders that the Court of Requefts 
inay be fitted up for this Houfe to fit in, whilft the roof was 
repaired;] 

Refolvedj That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty^ 
[repreferiting the riiinous fi:ate of the roof, &c. and defiringj that 
he would appoint them fome other convenient place to fit in; 

Sit Thomas Littleton.'] The whole mafs of the Houfe 
is corrupted^ (which occafioned fome mirth^) fo that any 
ftornl niay endanger it. One in the ftreet tdld me of a 
defign to blpw it up, coolly *, before any fears of the 
Plot, and when things went well; 

On a Motion for the Speaker'iS going to Newgate, to exa* 
bine Mr Coleman J &c. 

Coiontl Birch.] I think that fuch an application tP 
Cotenian will now mlfcarry^ you having not yet pdrufe4 
SU the Papers that may give you farthef light into tha 
Confpiracy. 

Sir yidam BrownJ] 1 believe Coteman is fo divided be* 
twcen the fears of aifaflination from his friends^ of hid 

* S^ep. tt^. Note. 
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•party, as well as from the hand of juftice, that, withodir 
fomc afTurance againil poilbn, by removal of him to an* 
other place, as well as by affurance of his pardon^ he 
will fay little elfe than he has faid already. 

Mr Sollicitor TVinnington.'] When you have the whole • 
Letters decyphered, you may then have the Ijetter light, 
and may finally do what you intend- 

Sir Rickard Temple.'] This is the laft effort you will 
make. After the Speaker goes, nobody, to be fure, 
will go after him. Therefore I would have you defer 
your going till Thurfday morning. 

Mr SafheverelL ] If Coleman hath not y6ur interceffion, 
he may poflibly have it elfewhere •, therefore I would 
give him fomc affurance of your interceflion. 
- The Speaker.] All v/ill avail you nothing, unlefs you 
difpofe his mind to make confeffion of particular circum- 
ftances of the Plot ; it will not elfe avail a tittle — and ' 
that he have no hopes of pardon but by your inter- 
celTion. 

[Ordered^ That Mr Speaker be defired to repair to Newgatt^ 
anc! examine P^r Coleman,] 

Ordered^ That Mr Speaker do addrefs to his Majefty fr6m 
this Koufe, and humbly defire his Majefty's pardon for Mr Cole^ 
?nan^ in cafe he fliall make fuch a full difcovery of the Plot, now 
, under examination, as (hall be fatisfaftory ; and [to defire his 
Majefty,] that in cafe he (hall not make fuch a full and fatisfac- 
tory difcoverj , that no pardon or reprieve may be granted t9 
bim. 

Monday y November 4, 

The Speaker informed the Houfe, that he had, according to 
Order, been at Newgate^ [accompanied with Sir Henry Capel^ 
Mr Hampden^ &c.] and had told Coleman as direfted. 

Coleman faid, " he thought himfelf very unfortunate that the 
Houfe had knowledge of enough to condemn bim, and that he 
could fay no more to fave himfelf — He would be glad the Houfe 
would put him upon any teft, or oath, to what he could fay more 
— He was full of the politics, which were the reafons he did what 
he did — He had no intention to fubvert the Government, or to 
deftroy the King's pcrfon, which he averred to be truth upon his 
damnation — As for the continuance of his Correfjwndence, (he 
did it indeed with the Duke's knowledge, at firft) he carried 

it 
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it'on without the knowledge of any particular perfon, but as to 
particular circumftances, not one man knew of it." 

The Speaker then fhowed him a letter, fuppofed to be writ- 
ten when our Forces went into Flanders^ wherein it was faid, 
" that fecurity was given for renewing their Correfpondence ; 
tliere were new circumftances and confiderations, fo there muft 
^ be a new cypher :" To which Coleman faid, '' there were two 
keys, an old and a new ; under the old there was a dafh ; *' 
he did confefs feveral parts of the cypher. He faid, '' for carrying 
on this fervice he had 4 or 5000/. laft Seffion of Parliament, and 
a promife of 2500/. from the French Ambaflador ; and a promife 
of 2500/. more, could he keep off the War with France.'* 

Mr Hampden.'] He faid, " he had received feveral 
fums, as 300/. and 300/. whilft the Parliament was fit' 
ting, and with it he intended to confirm feme, and con- 
vert others of the Parliament-men. 

Sir Henry CapeL ] As to the aflfembly of the Jefuits^ he 
confefled " there was an aflfembly, and no more than 
what was ufed to be upon chufing officers amongft them." 

The Speaker.] He knew nothing of the Jefiiits^ &c# 
bi]t by hearfay, " that there was a chapter/)? xhtJefuitSy 
' which he was not acquainted with, but fuppofes it was in 
QI'der to letting their land, and regulating their colleges.'* 
\ Mr Secretary C^x^»/ry.] There was a fummons of the 
Jefuits to come up, &c. and the thing to be kept fecret, 
;ind they were not to appear much about town, &c,. 
which implies fomething more than an ordinary chapter. 

The Speaker,] Upon recoUedtion, I fliall acquaint you 
with one pafTage more. I aflced Coleman^ " when his 
vife was with him .^" He faid.^ " Not this week ; whea 
flie was here, flie fat by him, and the Keeper betwixt 
them, and his wife was with the King, for leave to make 
him another vifit. The King faid, Ihe fhould not, un- 
lefs he would confelj what h§ l^new, &c. She faid, he- 
could confefs nothing more." 

' ' 'Lord RuffeLI Moved to addrefs the King, that the 
Duke of Ttirk might be removed ^ from the King's pre-^ 
ience and councils. 
• ' Mr Booth. ] Seconded the Motion. 

♦ In*the journal *• withdraw himfelf." 

- . K 3 Mr 
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Mr Stcvttzry Coventry J] We ought to have no conikkt* 
ration of perfons, when the King and the Government are 
concerned, though the thing ought to be done with all 
the decency that is poflible. It might move fomc Gentle- 
men, methinks, as it has done me, that his Royal Highr. 
tiefs has defired the King that he may remove from hij 
councils ; therefore I hope you will not prefs that far- 
ther. Confider the confequence, when one Houfe ad- 
dreffes the King for one thing, and the Lords for another^ 
and they neither are of the opinion of the Kingr— An Ad-t 
drefs is a temporary declaration, and for the prefent, and 
I think this Addrefs not good for the prefent — The 
King has fcnt his Proclamation for Catholics to go out 
of town s why will you talk of fending the Duke to 
them, when they are fent from him ? You ought to uffe 
a decorujrij for fear precedents may be made ule of upon 
light occafionsr — The letters of Coleman*^ penning tell 
you of " providing a place for him in fr(ince^ &c.** 
Confider what it will be to fend the Heir. of the Crown 
to the King of France, I go along with Lord Rujfel^ 
that the King is not fafe, and we ov^ght by all ways and 
means to fecure the King's perfon. Your advice is good 
iox the King's guards to be near hi^ ; but fhall he have 
^em every ftep he takes, to be weary of them ? As long 
as it is the Catholics intereft to plot the K]nfi;'s death, 
the Jefuits will make it their confciencc. Make a Law 
to fecure the King's perfon, and that will ceafe. This 
is not the firft Proclamation that has been made to fend 
Catholics out of town, and yet they flay ; there muft be 
a Law to make that Proclamation good ; if you come 
fo make it penal upon the magiftrates in the country that 
connive, &c. that Law may do good. The number of 
Juftices and Peputy Lieutenants zs^ of good fortunes. 
(Several cried out^ ^^ No ; a great many of them arc turn- 
ed out.'O I^ th^i^ ^ ^ Law to make them finable for 
not doing their duty, Gentlemen will ttiink it a greater 
difgrace to be finable upon Record, than to be turned 
put of Commifiion. I would make a Law to fecure the 
perfon of the King fpr ;hc prefe^it, th^ ^ the King's 

fucceflbrs 
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fucceflbrs may fee they cannot have eftabhfliment in Po- 
pery. When you have thus proceeded, they will fee 
that no fucceflbr can be of another religion — 'rhis will 
do what you intend, the Duke having made the Motiop 
vou have heard of in the Lords Houfe. 

Mr Bennet.] I like that Law C^i;^;^/ry mentions ; but 
till fuqh a Law be made, I am for the Motion of remov- 
ing the Duke, &c. becaufe, before that Law may pafs, 
the influence of the Duke, being near the King, may 
hinder it. Do you think then that all the correfpondence 
Coleman had was not by the influence of greater perfons ? 
Therefore I move, " That the Duke, of Tork may be 
removed from the King's prefence and councils.'* 

Mr Secretary fVilliamfon.'] What Lord Ruffel and Ben'^ 
net have moved, has given me reafons why thofe Laws 
are not likely to pafs. I know that nothing can lie in 
the balance with the Government, Religion, and the 
King's perfon i yet this mufl: bear proportionable refpeft , 
to him who has expofed his perlbn for the honour of the 
nation. I confefs, if nothing but removing the Duke 
would do, were he yet nearer the King, were he his fon, 
I fhould be for it — His mixing in the King's aflSurs with 
the King m^y give prefumption of jealoufy and fuipi* 
cion. The Duke, as we have been told, has prevented 
our afkihg his being removed out of the King's Coun«- 
cils. The other part is. Whether his perfonal abfence will 
be the cure, and the only cure of our fears. It is im* 
poflible to put then) any where, but there may be a com** 
munication by letters of fecondary han^s. To have no 
influence where there is tenderneis of nature and alfe&ion, 
' betwixt the two brothers ! — This will not remedy the 
thing — I think nothing will provoke the Duke to a re-^ 
fentment in his own perfon \ but this is a cutting of him 
from the ftock — This Plot, when reprefented to pofte* 
rity ! — Such a villainous defign to jmctpitate and haften 
nature, to bring the Duke t0| the Crown, by murdering 
the King ! — This is a villainy never to be ibrgotten— 
There is 4 time in nature when the puke has his time to 
be upon the Throne, (pray God make it fafc !) — The 

K 4 fears 
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fears are thefe -, if poffible, by any kind of forefight, 
that when that comes, the Heir of the Crown may not 
difturb Religion, or the Government -, the other, to keep 
off violent hands that would haften the King*s death — 
Now it is apprehended that the removal of the Duke 
leaves you at full eafe and fecurity, that you may aft for 
the fafety of Religion and the King's perfon. But how 
far is this from helping you \ I fee it rather endangers a 
defperation of that party. Though the whole party be in 
fuch a defpair, they would feek Hell to bring about their 
defigns — Where fhould the Duke be removed ? Is not 
the King in lefs danger by having the Duke in his eye, 
when he fees all company and addrefles that are made to 
him ? The Duke would not be fuffered to attempt the 
leaft hair of the King's head. No countries are to be 
trufted with the Duke, in this cafe, and it cuts off no 
poffibility of a degree of the Duke's influence upon the 
King, if at a diftance, as when he is in the fame rooml. 
I have fat here, with trouble for Popery, feyeral Seffr- 
ons, but I never fiifpefted this horrible Plot, &c. and 
what was done at every meeting, principally aims at it— :- 
And I agree with Lord Ruffbrs Motion, Humanly what 
you can do may come too late — But thefe will be violences 
that are needleft, and bt every man lay his hand upon 
his heart, and God direft us all ? 

Colonel Btrcb,]. I agree, that if this SefEon will not 
(cftablifli the Proteftant Religion, and fecure the King's 
Perfon,- it will never be to any purpofe to do more, 
WillMmfon tells us, " that, by reafon 6f the rifing Sun, 
Popery confics on ; ^' and, it may be, you may have a 
majority herej' and, by what I heard fr6ni' the two Se- 
cretaries, i think what is moved is abfoliitely neceflary, 
Obferve C<?/if«?^;f's papers, and let every man* anfwer to 
God, and his own confciehce, whether this Motion is 
not neceffary. If I was one near his Highnefe, I honour 
him fo much, that I would advife him to retire, &c. till 
the nation was fecured in their fears-— As for the Laws 
that Secretary Coventry moved, we may all ftand ftill, and 
Jiave our throats. cut whilft tbey are making ';. but till 
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Laws are made to begin in the next King's time, that, 
whoever he is, he may not be able to deftroy theProteftani; 
Religion, nor our Property, we can never be fafe. Now 
whether are thofe Laws eafier or quicker to be done, the 
Duke at the King's Councils, or abfent ? I would advife 
the Duke, were I near him, to abfent himfelf for fom^ 
time, that the nation might not fay, he hinders the ma- 
king thefe Laws. 

Mr Sollicitor fFinningfon,'] I think we are in as great 
difficulty in this Debate, as ever we or our forefarhers 
.were. 1 ftand obliged to the Duke above all perfons, 
though I have declared myfelf for the Proteftant Re- 
ligion ; fo that I am to do two things, not to (how ingra- 
titude to the Duke, and yet to Ihow myfelf for the Pro- 
teftant Religion. I find that all Gentlemen that fpeak in 
this cafe are of one mind for the Proteftant Religion ; nor 
one divifion, nor oppofition : We differ in mediums, but 
are unanimous in, the end. But I confefs the thing you 
'Ere upon has not that import to do you good, as it has to 
do you prejudice— As to what has been moved to-day by 
the Honourable Lord Rujfely I believe, had he known 
what he did of the Duke in the Lords Houfe, the Motion 
had not been made; but feeing it is for the Proteftant 
Religion, I would not have it receive a baffle. After the 
happy conjunftion with the Lords in all things relating 
to the Plot, the Houfe then began to think of the ob- 
ftruclions the Duke might make to their proceedings, I 
ivill not fay that the Duke is a Papift, but I believe it. The 
Lords thought, if the Duke Was removed things would 
go on — The Duke has complied and fatisfied the Lords 
— I fay, fuch an Addrefs as this may occafion a diffimula" 
iiofty I mean a diflcntion, between the twoHoufes, and it 
may divide us -, which if fo, I look upon the Proteftant 
Religion to be gone— You make, an Addrefs different 
from the fenfe of the Lords Houfe > The Commons 
would, by this Addrefs, banifli the Duke, one of the 
Houfe of Peers. It is a judgment in Law againft him, 
and fhall the King's brother be in a worfe capacity than 
the meaneft fubjedt? Is itnrpaginabk that the King will 
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lio it, when he has the authority of the Houfe of liOrds 
to back him ? And would you have the King put fi> &• 
vere a punilhment on the Duke as the Law allows not ? 
You cannot ^xpeft that the King will comply with it — 
The pofition is certainly true, if there be no Law to fecure 
you provifionally — If that be the tiling we all aim at, to 
put it out of the power of the Papifts to hurt Religion 
hereafter : But if it falls out that fuch a Bill be flopped, 
then it is matter of faft to guide my confcience to make 
this .Addrefs, &c. Days and weeks may tell you^ if that 
Bill be obftrufted, though you know not by whom, yet 
you may juilly fay the Duke obftrufts it, and then you 
may proceed with your Addrds, and I Ihall change my 
mind. 

Sir Thomas Meres. 1 This laft difcourfe weighs with me ; 
the Sollicitor and I Ihall find thefe Bills,^ &c. oUbru^d, 
and then we (hall be both of a mind, ths^t the King may be 
addreffed to, to remove the Duke, &c. Have not all 
our Bills hitherto been obftru&ed ? It will be objefled 
(he tells you). *' That to take a Lord from Parliament will 
be a hard thing ;" but if you do not a great and difikuk 
thing, you will never fave yourfelve^^^As to indifierence, 
methinks if there be a God and Salvation among us— 
the Papifts take Scripture from us ; they take ienfe from 
us in Tranfubftantiation, and Comnciunion in both kinds ; 
Popery fets up another government, Jmpmum in In^^trU ; 
it is againft the Entered of the nation ; and as it is, it car- 
ries away our poiq out of the Kingdom, and if it be once 
fettled, much more. If the thing be tokrable, let us hear 
why ; if intolerable, pray let us do this. We chang^ 
Religion pretty well in Hen. VIIFs time^ and EJtm. VL 
and in Queen Maryh time, all the Clerey turned Popiib 
except about an hundred and fixty. About forty years 
ago the Church was in its height; and then wc had 
changes in the late times of rebellion, and now wc have 
a Church of England again if we can keep it — ^Wc are a 
mutable people, and the Papifts number is great — Wc fee 
an Army of 20,000 men lifted in the Plot; I am really 
afraid then, when fuch a day comes, that two-chirds of 

the 
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the nation will ftand neuters, and fo but one third part will 
engage for.theProteftant Religion. They will fave their 
ftakes — After all, I end where I began. Let any Gen- 
tleman fliow me that there will be no follicitations to hin- 
der the paffing of our Laws, and that there will not be a 
Provifo put in, that the execution of it will not be worth 
a halfpenny •, let any man fhow me, that unlefs you do 
fomething that is fubftantial and difficult, you do nothing 
^ — We. know not what the Lords have done as to the 
Duke, and we cannot take notice of it — We are fatisfied, 
both Lords and Commons, that there is a Plot ; let us do 
pur part. If this be not done, farewell any attempts to 
preferve the Proteftant Religion ! 

Mr Finch.] I fear the unanimity of the Lords with us 
will be interrupted by this Addrefc, and I cannot be for 
the removal of the Duke. Meres has told you the great 
truth and intereft of the Proteftant Religion ; but thofe 
topics were ufelefs, for we all believe it, we only come to 
fupport what we know — I hope and expedt Gentlemen 
will not think my opinion is for partiality, and my rea- 
fbns are, that nothing is to be done to impeach the fuc- 
ceflion ; and if the Motion tends to that end, every man 
will be afraid of thofe means. One unkindnels begets an- 
other, and if we think this Prince not fit to be near the 
throne, &c. this being fo fatal a confequence, let us avoid 
this firft ftep — It is pretended, " that the removal of the 
Duke, &c, is the only means to facilitate the paffing the 
Laws we fhall make,'* but if by his prefence he can ob- 
ftru£t thofe Laws, how much more can he obftruft the 
Addrefs ! Meres fays, " that not one good Law has paf- 
fed, &c, by the Duke's influence upon the King ;" but I 
^ill tell you one^ theTeft upon all that bear Office, &c. 
I believe the defigns of the Papifts, &c. and I believe they 
leave nothing unattempted to deftroy the Proteftant Reli- 
gion — If the Duke's intereft be fo great, why fhould you 
prefs the thing you may reafonably think you cannot ac- 
complifli ? Therefore I move to lay afide the Motion— If 
wexran prevail with the King to pafs thofe Laws for fecur- 
ing Religion, we (hall be much more able to remove the 

Duke 


140 Debates in Parliament in 167S. 

Duke then, than now ; but I hope that one grace from 
the King will never puL «s upon extorting more. Onerea- 
fon more: alleged is, " the great danger of fome immedi- 
ate accident upon the King." There were more attempts 
\ijx>n Queen Elizabeth's perfon, when Mary Queen of 
Scots was in prifon, than in all Queen ElizaiefFs time be- 
fides. Mendoza^ die Spanijh Ambaflador, fet up Sir An- 
ibony Babington, and when the Queen of Scots was taken 
away, all the world was againil her at once — The Papifts 
were in defperation, and it was with them '* Now or 
never.'* I fear therefore that this may haften fome ill 
accident which may befall the King. If the Duke be a 
Papift, it is the fault of our predeceflbrs in 1641, who 
banifhcd him abroad, where he got th^t Religion. There 
was a Motion made at the Parliament at Oxford^ that the 
Duke might not go to war again, and it was then thought 
a prejudice to his honour, and palled not — Some other 
reafons have been fpoken of, as " that Coleman*^ Letters, 
&c. of Correfpondence, were not his alone, but influenced 
from fome higher power." If fuch perfons as Coleman 
were not about the Duke, you had never had thefe fufpi- 
cions ; therefore I am for a Law that no Papift ihould {o 
much as fpeak to the Duke, nor be near him. 

Mr Laurence Hyde.] It is objefted, '* that the Laws 
now pafiing may not pafs, by the Duke*s influence.'* I 
think I have ground to fay, that any Laws now in agita- 
tion, or others, that may be prepared for the fecurity of 
the Proteftant Religion, will not be oppofed by the Duke. 
And I think that Gentlemen may have fo much patience 
as to fee whether they will be, or not — There has been a 
prefumption that the Duke has been a friend to French 
Counfels. In Coleman*^ Letters, for fome time, the Duke 
has been thought no friend to them. The two fons of 
the martyred King, the only furviving fons, now to be 
torn from one another by fuch a Parliament as this ! 1 
fpeak for the King, and no^ for the Duke. Now I' move 
againft the Addrefs. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] Secretary Coventry tokJ you, " the 
Duke would not come to the Privy Council, the Parlia** 
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mcnt, nor the Admiralty." If there be a Law that Pa- 
pifts fhall not fit in the Lords Houle, then there is no 
need of that promife. 

Mr Secretary Coventry. 'I The Duke fits not in the Ad- 
miralty, as Admiral of England^ but of Scotland^ Ireland, 
and the Plantations. 

Lord CavendiJhJ] I fully agree that we provide for th6 
fafety of the King, Religion, and our Liberties, by good 
Laws. But it fticks with me. I know not whether thofe 
Laws will pafs, till the obftrudion be removed. The fame 
reafon I had before, that the Duke is the obilru6lion, &c. 
will make me think fo (till, and take away «\11 encourage-* 
ments from our enemies, and therefore I am againft the 
continuance of a Handing Army ; for it is cafier with it, 
than without it, to change the Government. I have an 
extreme veneration for the Duke, for I tJiink'the Duke 
had not the leaft hand in the Plot. I think his loyalty to 
his brother is without example •, but his being next of 
Blood to the fuccefiion of the Crown, and what encou- 
ragement that may give the Papifts, to take away th(i 
King. I have heard the v/ord *' decorum*' mentioned in 
this Debate. I have heard no crime mentioned againft the 
Duke : What is before us, is, in prudence, what we (hall 
do in this cafe. If I had the honour to be near the 
Duke, I would advife him to withdraw — It has been 
(aid, " that the Duke has declared, in the Lords Houfe, 
that he will do it." But we cannot take notice of what 
h faid in the Lords Houfe. Since we have been mak- 
ing Laws againft Popery, the Duke has ftill been in the 
Councils. It is faid, '' the Duke may ftill influence the 
King by letters-," but furely not fo eafily as by his pre- 
fence. I think we cannot anfwer our duty to the Kin<>, 
nor our country, if we do not addrefs, " That the Duke 
may be removed from the King.** As to the place and 
diftance, I leave it to thofe that can better propofe. 

Sir Robert Carr.'] I would take time to confider this 
great matter. The great argument for removal of 
the Duke, is your apprehenfion that he may prevent 
taws againft Popery in the Lords Houfe, and your Bill 

you 
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you have lately fent up, which Bill Ihows you caniibt M« 
move the Duke but by Lawj and I fear this will wdakeil 
your Addrels, &c. Gentlemen, therefore, I am lure^ 
will be much better fatisfied to do it by Law^ which wd 
are about, than by Addrefs. 

Sir Robert Sawyer.'] For the Duke to depart from that 
Religion his Father figned with his blood ! — I can afijgn 
no other caufe for this difmal attempt that has been dif* 
covered, but the hopes the Papifts have of the Duke's 
Religion — The prefervation of the prefent Prince, and 
the eftablifhment of the Government, is the great confi- 
deration ; and I never knew it denied by the fupreme 
Council-, but certainly we are to deal with a great 
Prince, and therefore we are to make as wife ftiSps, as 
may be, in it, The effeft of tny Motion is this ; thfc 
encouragement the Recufants have taken, from his Royal 
Highnefs's change of his Religion, has been the caule bf 
thefe hellifn attempts againfl: the King, the Government, 
and Religion. When that is deftroyed, yoii will fee an- 
other kind of Government. 1 would therefore have aii 
Addrefs to the King, to acquaint him, " That, hiS 
Royal Brother being a Papift, is the caufe of all thiii 
confidence in the Papifts, and that the King be humbly 
defired to prevail with his Brother to declare^ in oped 
Parliament, whether he be a Papift, or not.'* If the 
Duke be a real Proteftant, he will declare himfelf by the 
Bill you have fent up, for preventing Popifh Lbrd^ ttt 
fit in that Houfe, and for thofe Laws you fhall fend tip 
for fuppreflion of Popery-^— The great thing we ai^ to 
do, is to fecure the King, Religion, and Government.. 

Sir Nicholas Car ew.] I fully concur with 5irtej7#r, at 
the beginning of his fpeech, " That the opinion the Pa-- 
pifts have of his Royal Highnels coming to the Crown^ 
IS the caufe of all their infolencies 5" ahd that is the 
reafon why I would have this Addrefs^ &:Ci made how^i 
that his Royal Highnefs, by his prcfence, riiay h6t hin- 
der the La\Vs againft Popery, you are about nolw ; fof 
hereafter, all the Laws ycru can make will be to little 
purpofe* When the Papifts fee they have fuch advo* 

cates 
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catcs for them, what will they not attempt ? Sink under 
this Addiels, and farewell all ; the fafety of the King's 
Perfon, ourReligion^ and Government ! 

Mr fFaUer.] I think Gentlemen fpeak their hearts in 
this Debate. I think him a Papift in his heart, that 
gives an Aye, or a No, in this matter^ that has not the 
thoughts in him of prefervation of the King's Perfon, 
Relig on, and Government. The Duke not only was 
abroad in the Proteftant Religioft, but his Father was of 
k too. 1 have ftudied the Proteftant Religion, and I 
believe that Chrijl founded the Religion we profefs, at 
his firft coming into the world -, and I hope Chriji will 
find it here at his fecond commg-^olema?i^ in one of his 
letters about calling a new Parliament, fays, *' then the 
Law will be on our fide, &c." Are we not all fwom 
to the King's Supremacy ? In Queen Mary\ time, the 
people were not (worn to the King's Supremacy ; and it 
was then as much the fault of the people as of the Queen. 
I hope there is no fuch inclination in the people to Po- 
pery now, as fhe found then. The King giving away 
his Supremacy, is a kind of depofing himfelf. (I will 

- not difpute with the Lav/yers about the King's power in 
depofing himfelf.) [The Emperor] Charles the fifth did * 
it. To think the King can bring in a Supreme above 
himfelf, though the Crown is Patrimoniiim^ yet there is 
no fuch power of alienation in the King. It cannot be 
. that our Supremacy can be given to another. The King 
has no fuch patrimonial right ; Jie cannot buy, and fell, 
and give away his fubjedls •, but God forbid that we 
Ihould have a hand in depofing the King ! and he can- 
not depofe himfelf. But to the thing iiT hand, *' Whe- 
ther an Addrefs fhall be made to the King, to remove 
the Duke from his Councils." There is a great line of 

' love between the two Brothers ; if the Duke go away, 
love will go afar ofi\ The Queen of Scots was near of 
kin to Queen Elizabeth \ ftie was not fuffered to come 
td Court, and it had been impofilble that.fo many Plots 
could have been againfl: the Queen, if fhe had been at 
Court« Amongft the /2^;w^/^j, Galba^ Vitsllius^ and/^^ 

pfifian^ 
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f'ajian came in from abroad — I would let this Debate 
alone — There may be more danger in removing the 
Duke, than in letting him alone-— Some of the Bro- 
thers of France went away in difccuitent to Brujfels^ 
and they faid then, " that Bruffeh did breed the chil- 
dren of France •," but they were all glad in Franct 
when they came back again. Ahfalom afked his father 
leave to go out of his Court, and you ktiow what fol- 
lowed. At Court the Duke will keep none but good 
company, al^road Catholics — I would paufe upon this 
Motion. I am not fatisficd whether to give my Aye, of 
No, to this Queftion, yet; therefore I move that yoii 
would confider of it. 

Mr Har:vGod.'] Me that moves to defer this Queftiori 
one minute lon<;cr, I believe him to be an enemy to his 
Kino; and Countrv. 

The Speaker interrupted htniy akd/aid^] Such coriclu- 
fions as thefc are uncharitable, and wonderfully unparli* 
amentary. 

Mr Hnr'-iVocd goes on.] The weight of the thing had 
fo tranfported me, that I hope Gentlemen, not of my 
opinion, will pardon me. I refpeft the Duke as Duke} 
but as he is a Papift, let every man lay his hand upon his 
heait, whether his being a Papift has not given encour- 
agement to the Plot, &c. Thfc Duke has houfes in thd 
country, and loves fox-hunting ; I would have hinl 
retire to fon^e of them, to be out of the infludnce of 
thefe damned Jefuits, I am his friend j and out of 
good intention I Would have him out of occafion of do- 
ing ill ; and pray put the Queftion for the Addrefe, &c.^ 

Sir Thomas Clarges,} I take this to be the greateft De- 
bate that ever was in Parliament. Here is on the one fidtf 
our Religion and Liberties concerned ; and the Duke oil 
the other. But I believe this had neVer been, if thcDukd 
had not been a Papift. He is a good, wife, and virtu- 
ous Prince, but that which grieves me is, that his goodnefs 
is made ule of by the Papifts, &c. When that unhappy 
ftroke is ftruck, that the Papifts intended, he is King; 
and are not we all concerned to prevent that ftroke ? We 
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^e that the Proteftant Rdigion has been attempted for (bmc 
years. Addrefs upon Addrefs has been made againft 
Topeiy and the French mtereft \ and the Duke had en- 
gaged for the French intcreft againft Holland and the Ne^. 
therlands j one the bulwai k of our Religion, the other 
of our fafety from the French greatnefs ; and it is but 
eight months ago (as appears by Coleman''^ letters) that 
the Duke*s eyes have been opened ; but the Duke*s locks 
are cut by the Papifb. One great Plot has taken ; the 
Puke- is turned Papift. The^King is King, and the Duke 
is but a fubjed, and I would have the Duke flay his 
time to come to the Succeflion. Aft after Aft has been 
made to fecure Religion, and this Aft, now lent up 
to the Lords, the Duke may hinder — The two Bro- 
thers have parted formerly ; one was at Tork^ the other 
at 6alijhury^ in the plague-time ; and, God be thanked ! 
they came together ag^in — I am told of five or fix and 
thirty Papifts, the other night, in the Withdrawing-room ; 
and this ftiU will be more if not prevented — I fee feveral 
* of the Houfe that eat the King's bread, that are his fer- 
vants ; I hope they will be for the preferyation of the 
King's Perfon j for fo long as the Duke is about the 
Court, Papifts will flock thither ; therefore pray put the 
Queftion for the Addrefs. 

, Sir John Emly.] As Coleman^ s Papers tell you of the 
Duke's complyance to diflblve the Parliament, fo they 
tell you of moaey that has been given for that purpofe. 
I would know to whom this money has been paid ? I 
hope all Co'kman'^s Papers are not evidence, though Mr 
Oates is, who cleared the Duke in the matter of the Plot. 
As to liberty of Confcience, you know who are for that. 
He that is above water will hold him down that is under. 
The Duke's hand and feal have been counterfeited. Con- 
fider what you do. If you turn the Duke thus away, . 
you put him at the head of 20,000 men, and then it 
will be much more in his power to do you hurt — The 
Addrefs may be granted, or refufed-, if granted, yet there 
may be correfpondence betwixt fuch relations -, and, if not 
granted, poflibly you will be difcontented. Therefore you 
VojL. VI. L know 
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know not what this day's Debate may produce in the 
Duke, by a voluntary removal of himfeif from the 
King, Therefore I would confider longer of the matter. 

Sir George Downing J] You begin with punilhment, 
before examination. Do not do that to the King's Brother, 
which you would not have done to another. We once 
named a great perfon here, to be removed from the 
King, &c. and no crime was afligned againft him— 
Another time there was a crime named, and no peribn, 
and you had effect accordingly in thofe Addrefles — ^Thefc 
wicked men in the Plot will expofe themfelves to your 
juftice, and you may meet with them ; but, at this time, 
lay by this Addrefs, that will touch the Lords too near, 

Stv]tzviX, Maynard.] Two things are propounded ; fe- 
queftration of the Duke from the King's Council, and 
fequeftration of him from the King's Perfon. He has of 
himfeif abftained from being Admiral of England^ and 
exercifes that office as to the Plantations only •, and he 
has promifed in the Lords Houfe to abfent himfeif from 
the King's Councils. I fhould be loth, after fuch a 
concurrence ainongfl ourfelves and the Lords, to give 
any occafion of difcord betwixt the Lords and us. Suj)- 
pofe you vote to fequefter the Duke from the King's 
Perfon ; this Addrefs, as it is no Law, works no- 
thing. You make no confinement of him by iequeftratioii 
from the King's Perfon. But I would not lofe all thi« 
Debate. The Duke has promifed he will retire, &c. He 
may difpenfe with that promife ; the Vote of fequeftra- 
tion, &c. may do you hurt — The Addi'efs, &c. is not pU- 
hifhmcnt for a crime — The Addrefs is a prudent caution^ 
and, I fear, if made, and not granted, this will difcou- 
fage people abroad in this way of proceeding, I think 
verily, the great encouragement of the Papifts is from 
the Duke. The Council of Lateran^ and four or five 
Councils agree, *' that killing of Kings that are heretics, 
is meritorious." I will not go far into that matter ; but 
in cafe there fhould be adivifion between the two Houfes 
upon this, it will put a great difcouragement upon peo- 
ple as to the profecution of the Plot, and in their fears 

of 
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Qf Popery, But as for foqueftration from the Council, 
the Dukcf has done that •, and for the other, of feque-? 
ftcring him from the King's prelence, I would put that 
off f o Thurfday. In the civil wars of France tliere was 
the Dutchefs of Montpenjier and the Queen-mother ; two 
forts pf Papifts 5 one bigots, whom nothing would ferve 
}sik% icilling the King. The Queen-mother joined with the 
Puke of Guife only as to the maflacre of the Proteft- 
gms^ but not as to the killing of the King. The Queen- 
gjplher joined in that of aflaflinating the Protcftants, but 
Oenrer apprehended that killing the King would be the end 
^J leave you to make the obfervation from it. 
r\ ^ Philip TVarwick.] I believe Popery is aconfede- 
i?acy againft God, and againft the kingdom. It has been 
fpentioned again and again. Then, when Appeals fliall be 
ig^%i^c to Rotne J in ecclefiaftical matters, from England^ the 
King of England will be no more King — It is fo plain a 
way for this Houfe to keep the power of your Religion fo 
in your power^ that the Duke fliall fee the tendernefs you 
l)4ve to him> by the principles of your Religion, in your 
proceedings and manner of dealing, that, in fome mea- 
fufe, this may divert him from his — You have a double 
afpedb in this — I believe, if this horrid Plot had come to 
fffe&j it might have converted the Duke to our Reli- 
gion. He is our King in prefumptive fucceflion, and let 
us ufe him like fvich a one — I hope our opinion in it wilj 
be for the honour of the Houfe. 

Sir H^ry CapeL] The Duke has made the advance to 
the Parliament by his behaviour, in informing the Lords 
]ie will retire, &c. Let us not caft him out of our arms. 
It is entirely neceffary that we be unanimous. If wc 
once divide, we give him all the advantage againft us 
imaginable. I have great refpe6t for his perfon. His 
father, with my father *, fuffered in the Rebellion ; but 
if I cannot feparaee my intereft from his perfon, I muft 
(divide from him. We all agree as to making fuch Laws, 
that, flioukl the Duke be King, it might not be in his 
power to prejudice the Proteftant Religion. I move, 

. • Lord Caff I. 

L 2 therefore^ 
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therefore, not to lofe the fruit of this Debate ; and as 
you have been told, he has removed himfelf from the 
King's Councils, you may agree to that ; and as for 
removing him from the King's Perfon, adjourn that 
Debate to another time. 

Colonel Titus. "] There are ways to make things look 
tragical. We are told of " tearing the Duke from the 
King 5" but that is not the Quemon, but ** Whether 
the Duke (hail withdraw from the King's Perfon, for fome 
time, till fome Laws are pafied, which we fear he may 
obftruft." If I fufpedled that my father would fet my 
' houfe on fire, I would take the brand out of his hand, 
but I would not cut his throat -, and if he, that is at the 
helm, would run the fhip ilpon a rock, I would take 
him from it. But he that thinks there is no reafon for 
this Debate, apprehends no danger of Popery. I would 
not have the Houfe divided upon this Queftion. I fee 
no extraordinary reafon to pafs the QueftiOn now. You 
may fee, in a few days, what effeft the King's Procla- 
mation will have, for banifhing Papifts out of town, and 
you may adjourn the Debate for fome time. 

Mr SacheverelL] In the firft place I lay it down, that 
it was no way in my thoughts to go upon this Motion 
n^w J but feeing it is ftarted, I will fay fomething to it. 
If this be fo tender a matter, I wonder, now the fafcty 
of the kingdom is in danger, we fhould put it oflF for 
two or three days — I have read a little in the Law, but 
I would have the Gentlemen of the Long Robe tell me, 
whether any degree or quality whatfbever, of any lub- 
jeft, can patronize any correfpondence with the King's 
enemies ? or whether the King and the Parliament may 
not difpofe of the Succeflion of the Crown f and whether 
it be not Pramunire to fay the contrary ? Let them re- 
folve this queftion. Whether there has not been a male* 
managem^ent ? If not in the King's minifters for fome 
years paft, let them name the perfons who have had 
the influence over affairs. But as to the point of the 
Addrefs, I am not fatisfied whether it be our intereft'j 
but if it be, I will go higher and higher. All I hear 

to-da^'^ 
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to-day, has been arguments of kindred and relation j but 
if any man can fay, that neither the Duke, nor any of 
the Minifters, have hindered all our Proceedings againft * 
Popery, &c. and tell us who it is, I'lhall be fatisfied* 
without making this Addrefs. 

Mt Pepys^ of Cambridge J] You have Religion, the 
Government, and the Life of the King, on the one fide -, 
^d a Compliment to a great Perfon on the other. I 
ihould be loth to be in the black catalogue of them that 
ate fearful they Ihall not enter into the kingdom of Hea- 
vtn, (Then be tells the fable of the mice putting the hell 
aiout the cafs neck.) Wherefore is a prize put into the 
hands of fools, when they know not how to ufe it ?— - 
Will you have it faid abroad, that the Houfe of Com- 
mons is afraid to put this Addrefs to the Queftion, 
which if you carry not, you will hazard our Prince's 
life and f^ety, and all you have ? Therefore put the 
Queftion, as "it was firft moved this morning ; and I 
doubt not but all good Proteftants, and good Chriftians, 
will be for it. 

The Debate was adjourned to Friday^ 
[N&v. 5. Gunpowder-treafon. The Dean of Canterbury y Dr* 
fmotfonj preached before the Houfe. J 

Wednefdajy November 6. 

Debate upon printing Mr Coleman* s three Letters. Mr Sacht'- 

verell moved it. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] As to what is objefted^ " that 
this will be publifliing the King's evidence, " Mr Cok-^ 
man hears that all his Letters are feized, and we find him 
fi> perfedb in his Letters, that he knows them better than 
any man can tell him ; and it is giving him no advan- 
tage in publifhing the King's evidence. 

Co\ont\ Titus.] Did Sir EJmundbury Godfrey ' murdtT 
himfelf, as the Papifts would have it ? Mr bates was 
once thought an ingenuous man •, and now he is called an 
a(s and a knave. It is moft requifite thefe Letters fhould 
be printed, to convince the world that fuch tranfadions 
have been. 

L 3 Sir 


150 Debates in Parliament in 1678. 

Sir John Erttly.] If I knew any perfons that arc not 
fatisficd that there was a Plot, I would be for printing 
the Letters. The Papifts will never be fatisfied that there 
was a Gunpowder- treafon ; nor will printing thefe Letters 
convince tnem there was a Plot. I think you can give 
no more fatisfadlion to the Proteftants than they have al- 
ready -, and the Papifts will not be fatisfied by printing 
them — Therefore I am againft it. 

Mr Powle.'] I have obferved, that thefe defigns of 
thefe Plotters have fcarce been believed here, for fofj^ip 
years. The Examinations and Confeffions relating to 
the fifth of November were all made public, and why 
Ihould not thefe ? 

Mr Secretary WilUamfon.'] All that was done in print- 
ing the Confpiracy, &c. of die fifth of November ^ could 
not ftop the mouths of people from doubting it. What 
you have done, is upon your Books. As to the three 
Letters, diere they are, but I think it not fcafonable they 
fliould be printed. It looks not grave nor decent to 
print them before Coleman's tryal ; and then there will 
be a Narrative drawn carefully, to inform the world of 
all the circumftances. And fmce nothing can be loft by 
putting it ofi^, and farther niatter may -be had, &c. I 
would have it remain in your power to print them, when 
it fhall be more fcafonable. 

Sir Robert Carr.] Some expreffions in thefe Letters fcecn 
to be harfh, with fome reflexions upon the King, which 
will not do fo well -, and if it were but for tJiat reaicn 
only, I would not have them printed. 

Sir 'Thomas Clarges.] I remember no fuch expreflions 
in the Letters. But when there has been fo honid 9, Plot 
made out upon oath, and it is yet in confpiracy upon 
the fame thing ; and when all the Papifts are fo aftive 
tctftifle this Plot, is it not requifite that fomething fhould 
be abroad in the nation, to lay open this villainy, to con- 
firm Proteftants ? Was not the treafon of one man, Dr 
Lopez^ againft Queen Elizabeth^ publiflied ? Our' Votes 
tell the world no particulars of the Plot. Thefe I-etters 

will 


jy^ates in Parliament in r6^S. 151 

will fliow all, and confirm the world — Therefore I am 
for the Addrefs, &c. for printing, &c. 

Colonel Titus.^ I defire that both the Votes of the 
Houfe, and the Reafons of thofe Votes, may be printed^ ' 
which are the Letters > and then all the matter v/ill be 
dear, 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] If a Narrative of the Plot be 
drawn out of thofe Letters and other Papers, &c. and is 
in time to be printed, I wonder that at the fame time 
you will print the Accufations of the Parliament in thofe 
Letters, without the defence. Will you print thofe Let- 
ters, and nothing in them appear of murdering the 
King's perfo;i ? Will you therefore lay a plaifter where 
there 'is no fore, and leave the fore raw ? Do you fee any 
thing in the Letters of railing an Army, ,or the Conlpi- 
racy of the King's death ? To print thefe Letters will be 
but a half thing ; and therefore I am againft it. 
■ Sir Thomas Higgins. ] • To what laughter will you exr 
pofe the Houfe, that by thefe Letters, this Houfc Ihould 
be accufed to be fuch a proftitute body, as to take money 
for their Votes ? I am againft it. 

Mr SacbeverelL] I am not for printing the Votes, &c. 
unlefs we print fomething elfe. I would aflc both the 
Secretaries, whether it was not the opinion of both Houfes^ 
that there fhould.be a War with France ; and that the Ar-» 
my fliould be difbanded ? And in the country they be- 
lieved that neither would be, and it is plain that neither is 
done — I am for printing, &c. 

Sir John Coventry.] If thefe Letters cannot hi printed, 
let us have a Bill to bring in Popery, to make our con- 
ditions as well as we can in time. I think whoever is a- 
gainft printing, &c. has either taken money for hi$ 
'Vote, or is popifhly affefted. 

Ordered, Thztzn [humble] Addrefs be prefented^to his Majefty 
for leave to print three of Mr Colem^n^s Letters *, and that the 
concurrence of the Lords be defiredj and a Committee was nam^ 
to draw up the Addrefs. 

* Two to M. Lt Chaifey and his Anfwer, whidi foe in the Journal 
o^Oaoher%i* 

L 4 Mr 
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Mr Palmes.'] The reflections upon the King, in the 
Letters, are by the Papifts ; and the fame are ftxim them 
upon us. I hope the printing thefe Letters will make 
the breach wider. 

Sir John Birkenhead.] I move that all the means pof- 
fible may be ufed to make Mr Coleman confefs what 
Members hare received theTCing of France's money. 

Sir Thomas Mompejfon,] I move that a'Teft may be 
Upon the Members, whether they have received any of 
this money. c 

Sir Nicholas Carezv.] I would examine likewife, whe- 
tiier they have received any money from the Lord Trca- 
forer. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] Coleman faid, " He would clearly 
anfwer you any queftions." If you pleafe that fome of 
your Members may afk him, he would give you the 
clearer anfwer. He faid, " he would tell you clearly." 
As to the Lord Treafurer giving bribes to Members, that 
may be enquired into another time. 

Mr Hampden.] To the belt of my remembrance, Cole^ 
man made great proteftations that he knew no more, but 
he told you of three and four hundred pounds given the 
laft Seffion, and 2500/. He knew there was fometliing 
done by the Spanijh Ambaflador and the Confederates on 
the other fide alfo —He faid it carelefsly . 

The Speaker.] Coleman faid, '* that he adtually receiv- 
ed 2500/. and a promife of 2500/. more, if he could carry 
the point to carry off the War." 

Sir Thomas Meres.] All Colemarfs Letters fay the 
fame thing of money not to engage, againfl France. If 
you could make that difcovery, you would do the beft 
thing in the world to mend us here. I have obfervcd 
there have been faults here for fome years. Pray fend to. 
find it out. 

Sir Henry CapeL] When it comes to this, that Mem- 
bers will be taking money for their Votes, perhaps they 
may do it for an Army, perhaps for Popery. They 
that do it in one thing will do it in more, and every 

thiiig. 
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' Colonel Birch.'] You may leave it to the wifdom of 
the pcrfons that go to CoJeman to make interrogatories in 
general, but in particular as to the 100,000 crowns men- 
tioned in his Letters. 

. The Speaker.] Likewife as to the money he fpoke of 
for foliiciting the Bankers bufmefs. 

' The fame Gentlemen who accompanied the Speaker to Mr 
CcUmoHy &c. were ordered again to aik him, *' how he difpofcd 
c>f the 2500 /. and any other fums paid to him by the Spanifo and 
//wicA Ambaflkdors, and to whom \ '* 

Colonel 7V/«j.] I have fomething in my hand fit to be 
communicated to you. It is the London Gazette tranflated 
into French^ wherein there is a wonderful willing miftake. 
In the Englijh Gazette it is, " tliat the Papifts are com- 
manded out of town, for their horrid defigns againfl: his 
Majefty, and the Government, and Religion." And yet 
in the French Gazette it is nothing, but " for not con- 
forming to the Proteftant Religion." I would know 
who tranflates the Gazette^ and by whofe authority it is 
printed ^ 

Sir. Thomas Clarges.] It is publiflied by Privilege, and 
|)rinted by one of the King's Printers. It is very well 
worth, your enquiry who gives authority to this, 
- Colonel Birch.] I believe that the hand of J^^^^ is in 
this matter — For this is to fet all Princes in Chriften- 
3om on perfecuting the Proteftant Religion, if it be avow* 
ed by authority that we banifh the Papifts for Religion 
only. 

Mr Secretary William/on,] This Tranflator has been 
employed thefe fixteen years by Authority, and the King's 
Printer does it by Patent. You may fend for him if you 
pleafe. 

Sir Thomas Mompejfon,] This Plot is not fet out.in the 
Gazette \ but for fome Proteftants that aflaulted a Convent, 
we heard of itjfor ten Gazettes following. 
' Mr Secretary Co^^entry.] My collegue and I have 
authority to corredl Gazettes upon complaint made, 
bpt I hope that you think not that we are Gazetteers. 

The Printer and Tranflator were fent for by Order. 

Mr 
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Mr Powle.] If your apprehenfion of the Plot grdws 
lefs, I fear your zeal in profecuting it will grow lefs— 
Therefore I would have all the material Letters brought 
before you, that you may come to fome refult upon the 
whole ; and I hope all men .will fpeak their thoughts, 
without fear or flattery. I hope thofe Gentlemen near 
the King will come inftrufted to help us; and as this 
Plot has come in by the connivance of the Government, fo 
I hope fomething will be done for the care of the Go- 
vernment, and that they will come prepared by to-mor- 
row, by which time we fliall have feen all the Papers. 

Mr Hampden and Mr Bofcawen moved, that what Cdleman fayt 
to the Committee, &c. the Committee may be infbru6led to take 
under his own hand. 

Sir Thomas Meres. '\ If they write it, and Coleman con- 
fent to it, it is as fair as if he wrote it. 

Mr SacbeverelL] I wonder we have no more light. 
The Papers we have had, have been drawn from the 
Gentlemen that kept tliem. I would be anfweredto this: 
Coleman has had feveral Packets directed to him, fince be 
was in cuftody ; and Coleman's are not the only Papers 
that will inform us, but there have been feveral Jefuits 
letters to Coleman. I believe the Clerks of the Coimcil 
have more Letters \ and I would know, by the Officers o£ 
the Poft-houfe, how thefe Letters came to Coleman's hand. 
I believe you will find many more Letters, and I am not 
furc wherher they did not come from St. Germain. 

Mr S^crtt2ixy Coventry.'] There are other Letters. Se- 
veral wei*e under other names ; and no man can fay 
whom they were really fent to. 

Mr SacbeverelL] I believe there are fuch Packets, and. 
I believe it will be made out, that they have been con- 
cealed from us. 

Mr Secretary Willi amfon.] It muft lie upon the Clerks 
of the Council, if all the Letters are not brought you. 
This I recoiled:, that, before the King went to New- 
market^ the Duke brought fome to the King, which the 
King read, and fent the reft to the Council. But in 
thofe Letters there v;as nothing of Coleman. Such as I 

read. 
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read, • were from mothers to daughters in nunneries, and 
fuch like matter. They were all fent to the Lords of 
the Council, and the Clerks have them. I agree, that 
now all is at flake, you fliould have nothing with-holden 
from you. 

Co\oTit\ Birch.'] Sacheverell ties himfelf to a time. Not 
** all the Letters fmce the Plot was difcovered*' only. I de- 
firc a catalogue of all Packets, under die Clerks of the 
Council's hand, of all the Letters not yet come before youij^ 
and now in their keeping. 

Mr Secretary JVilliamfon,'] I need no conjuration of 
future fears to tell you more. I have told you all I 
know, and I did it with the earlieft ; but the great work 
is to contribute a remedy. I befeech you, rhat none 
that have the honour to ferve the King may have thefe 
conjurations and exorcifms, to make farther difcovery 
of what they know not* 

Mr Secretary Coventry. ] I have concealed nothing, and 
I believe I have done as much as moft men towards dif- 
>qovery, I know that I have not heard of any frefh Letters. 

Thurfdayt November 7. 

■ The Speaker, on Mr Palmes V Complaint of a Breach of 
privilege^ faid,] You cannot hinder judgment after a try- 
al, but you may fummon the parties and forbid them 
proceeding in general during Privilege, if judgment be 
not already entered. 

The perfon ^as fent for, but not in Cuftody. See the yournaL 

Sir Henry Capel reports. That, according to Order, he had 
been at Newgate^ with Mr Hampden^ Mr JSofcawrn^ &c. The 
Keeper was not there; fo they went again at four of the clock, 
and examined Mr Coleman^ according to the Debate yefterday. 
Firft, about receiving money from foreign Minifters, he fays, 
*♦ that he received fromMonfieuriJwz;/^wy 300/. fromMonfieur 
C(Wrr//»* 360/. for intelligence of every day's proceedings in 
Parliament. They encouraged him to keep a good table both in 
and out of Parliament- time too, to keep up perfons to the inter- 
eft of their matter. Monfieur Barillon * entrufted him with 
:il50o/. to diftribute amongft Members of the Houfe of Com- 

• Amhafladors of France here after Rouuigny^ 

mons. 
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mons, to prevent a rupture with France ; and accordingly he 
prepared feme Guineas, but he gave none to ahy Members. He 
faid, he excufed it to his own confcience, becaufe he was out of 
purfe as much on the French account, in his way of living. The 
French Ambaflaclor demanded an account froni him of the mo- 
ney ; he told liim, he diitrihuted it to feveral Members, but 
defired to be excufed from telling their names. Baritlon pro- 
pounded to him to name feme he had promifed ; he told Barillan 
he had given the money and promifed the reft, which lay heavy 
upon his confcience (he faid) becaufe he had given none.^' 

The Order does not warrant the Committee to report hear- 
fayafrom Coleman-, and therefore they would rather run the ha- 
zard of your difpleafure, than report names, to offer that to the 
prejudice of any Member. 

He faid, " he received 360/. more for intelligence." Wealked 
him, whether he received any money from the Spanijb Agents, 
and what made the French Agents fo bufy ? " He faid, *' feeing 
the Parliament was againft the French^ this money was to get 
fomc Parliament- men over, and prevent others from going ftom 
the French intereft. As for the 100,000 Crowns, he thinks he 
might treat with Monf. St Germaiuy to prevent a rupture with 
France^ but he received not that money.** But 1 believe, in that 
he is faulty, for by the Letters Sir John Knight reportedy of 1677, 
he did correfpond with St Germain about it. 

We aiked him,* *' Whether he entered his^ foreign Letters in a 
book ?" He faid, ^' he entered onlv common news \ and pone till 
he correfponded with Le Chaife ;' but his man faid, '' tiiey en- 
tered thofe of 1677 and 1675.*' As to getting the Bankers C»(e^ 
confidered in Parliament, he confeffes, he enterprised that bufi- 
ncfs, both for their Patent from the King, and an Ad of Parlia- 
ment, and he was to receive 30,000/. for it, the one half at the 
pailing the Patent, and the other when the Ad waspaflcd } but 
this was reduced to TOOo/. in filver^ and the reft in Guinefts, by 
moieties of 5000/. i he contrad was only verbal, nothing un- 
der hand. [Sir Robert] Fyner, [Mr] Whitehall^ and [AMerman] 
BachvcU engaged for the money.** 

Sir Nicholas CarewJ] This money had an influence 
over our Councils, as well as the Privy Council, for 
this Aft of Parliament and Patent for thie Bankers mo-- 
ney — I defire no Members may frequent Tables, and in 
particular Sir John Coplejionh. 

1 he Speaker.] You will do well to revive an old 
Law, that men live not above their Eftates, 

Sir 
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Sir J^bn Emly.] As for this money of the French Am- 
baflador*s, difpofed of by Coleman^ it may be ill to havfe 
Gt^ntlemens names publiftied, and they innocent. 1 be- 
lieve Coleman has dealt ill with you in this, and I would 
have him re-examined, 

Mr Bofcawen.'] Our enquiry was, what money was 
paid by Coleman ? I think it would be ill for your Com- 
piittee to tell you names, unlefs you command it ; and 
worfe for you to command it from your Committee. 
See the printed Journal. 

Mr Pawle reports the Addrefs,.&c. for printing Coleman^s Let-^ 
ters to this efFeft, viz. " That fince, notwithftanding the King's 
clemency, &c. the Papifts do carry on their defigns againft the 
King, Religion, and Government, &c. we conceive it the beft 
way to fatisfy the minds of your Majefty's fubjefts, to caufe 
fome undeniable evidence of this Plot to be made public, to 
convince, &c. Therefore we defire that Mr ColemarC% Letter to 
Father Le Chaife^oi the 29th of September^ i^75> ^nd Mr Colt^ 
ffun^s follov7ing Letter, acknowledging the fending the fame 
Letter ; and Le Chaifis Letter, mentioning the receipt of Mr 
Colimanh faid Letter, may be printed and publifhed, and that a 
full Narrative of the Plot may be fet but in print." 

Newcombe^ the Printer, at the Bar. 

The Speaker,] There has been a great, and fuppofed 
wilful miftake, in the trandation of the Gazette into 
French^ viz. " that the Papifts, refufans de fe conformer 
a la Religion Anglicane^ " rctufing to conform themfelves 
to the Religion of England^^ &c. are commanded to go 
out of town," without mentioning the prefcnt Plot, &c. 
to be the occafion, as is in the King's Proclamation recit- 
ed, &c. You are fent for, to know how this has been foif- 
ted in different from the Proclamation. 

TThe Printer anfwered^'] I do n6t underftand /r^»^/^, but 
as the French copy is brought to me, I print it ; and Monf. 
. MoranvilUy the Frinflator, takes it, and if he tranflates it not 
right, he h to blame. 

Monf. Moranville, the Tranjlator.^ I have bren deputed to 
tranflate the Gazette thefe twelve ye;irs by Mr Newcombf^ and 
this is an omifSon by inadvertency. Being ajked the ^ejiton^ I 
Wai born a Roman Catholic, and 1 am fo.^iil. ney wi^hdr^iv.^ 

. :. ^ The 
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The Speaker.] This makes a pcefumptiou amo&gft 
ftrangcrs, that perfons may be under perfecution here tor 
Religion only, I hope the Houfe of Commons will take 
occafion to tranflate you fomewhere elfe where you deferve* 
Sir Nicholas Carew,"] The Frencimantdxdy ^^ N£wcotnbi 
employed him to tranOate, &c." It is an aiperfion upon 
NewcombCy and I would have Newcombe righted. 

Mr Secretary lVilliamfonJ\ The truth is> (ince the time 
that the King thought fit the Gazette Ihould be publifiied 
in French^ the authority has not been properly and fingly 
in the Printer, but in the King. This Frenchman was in 
the calamity of Monf. Fouquet. He was a confiderable 
man then — He was at fea with Prince Rupert — He took 
companion on him, and recommended him for this em- 
ployment. When we had war with France^ this man was 
fufpedted to hold correfpondence with the French^ and was 
turned out, and taken in again by the intercefficm of 
Prince Rupert. The man is a ftranger to me, and when 
I came to be Secretary, he was found there Tranflttbr by 
me and left fo, and he has no more relation to my bufinefs 
than my Hatter or Glover. You mufl: take care that 
the next Gazette-d^y the miftake be rectified. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] I would know, whether this Ga- 
zette being printed with Privilege implies Licence ? And 
nothing can be printed by Law, without Licence, for 
there lies the offence. 

Mr Secretary JVilliamfon*'] The Gazette is matter of 
ftate, and fo rails under that notion in the power of the 
two Secretaries — One Tard writes the Gazette. Not that 
every Gazette is licenfed every week. The man that has 
the care of it has been frequently taxed for indifcretions, 
as giving notice when fleets of Merchants go out in time 
of War ; and it is our duty to correft the perfon when he 
is faulty. 

Colonel Tituf.'] If Papifts have the writing ofour hif- 
tory, we are lilfely to have a very incomparable one ; it 
is our Privilege, and I would know who docs this. If I 
was a yejui4 myfelf, I fhould think I had done as mif- 
chicvous a thing to the Proteilant Religion as I could 

imagine 
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imagine — I would know the Licenfer of this Gazette. 

Mr Secretary Williamfin.'] One part of this is for the 
Secretaries to anfwer, the other for the Tranflator ; and 
they muft anfwer it accordingly. 

Colonel Birch J] I will niake a few obfervations upon 
what has been faid, I have told you " that the hand of 
Joab was in this matter," as now in this very employ of 
this Tranflator ; therie w^s great jealoufy formerly that he 
held correfpondence with the French King, and he was 
put out of his place, and put in again by the King. 
Still here is the old refort to the King ; as if he was 
put in again becaufe he held correfpondence with the 
French King. Many a Proteftant (and poor ones too) 
might have had this employ, and this man has, as much 
as in him lies, put all Popifli Princes upon executing fire 
and faggot upon all the Proteftants in Chrijlendom. 

Mr Williams.'] Here is a Gazette publifhed by the au- 
thority of England againft England. The Law of Eng-^ 
land is, refpondeat Juperior : It reflefts upon the whole Pro- 
teftant Religion, and all England. Let it be anfwered 
by thofe that authorize him — Sure the King's authority is 
abufed — I would have you examine thoroughly. 

Mr Secretary William/on.} No man in particular is 
trufted with this matter. 

Colonel Titus.] I obferve that we are in extraordinary 
fecurity fure, when a Frenchman^ and a Papift, has jthc 
penning the Gazette. 

Sir John Coventry.] If the Secretaries are fo bufy that 
they cannot look after the Gazettes^ &c. they fliould have 
afliftance j but I have feen very little fruit of their bu- 
finefs yet. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] No Secretary can fay that no 
man under him (hall commit a fault ; and I hope that 
they under us (hall anfwer for thejr own faults. If for thir- 
teen years together, he has been Tranflator, and done it 
well, we are not to blame for employing him •, he may 
be now guilty of a fault, and punifli him for it. 

Sir John Coventry,] I a(k that honourable perfon*s par- 
don. I intended oo refiecti^a upon liim, bur on the ptber 

Sccretat-y^ 
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Secretary. Moft of the Houfe know our selation, and 
that we Uve well together. 

The Speaker.] I'his has not fallen out by chance^ but 
malicioufly. I remember hun at fea, when he was under 
Prince Rupert. I believe him to have accomplices, and 
1 would have fome Gentlemen withdraw' to exunine him. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] The rife of this man's preferment 
was ferving well with Prince Rupert at fea, thirteen years 
fince ; fincc which, things have been changed; but I fee 
all is ilill laid upon the King. I would have him called 
in, to know who authorized him under his hand to tran- 
flate the Gazette^ and by what countenance he did it ? 

Mr Secretary Coventry,'] He cannot commit adultery 
and not commit adultery ; there may be an omiflion of 
one word by chance, but this is the change of the whole 
difcourfe in the Proclamation — Pray examine him farther. 

Mr fp^illiams.'] Refpondeat fuperior. If one of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer's officers kills a man, he 
is not to anfwer for it ; but what relates to his office he 
mull anfwer for, be the fault through ignorance, or 
wilfulncfs. I would have it examined, whether any profit 
comes to any perfon, or is accruing to this perfon, by wri- 
ting the Gazette ? Then, whether it is one or more that 
has the profit ? If it be found that they have benefit by it, 
let them alfo anfwer this offence. The Printer only prints 
what is brought him. Pray examine thefe things. 

The Printer and the Tranflator were called in, and confronted. 

The Speaker.] It feems to be hard upon the Printer. 
V7hat auLh'ority had you, Ne''j)combe^ to print the French 
Gt?zette? 

Newcombe,'] I have done it thefe thirteen years. It firft b^'fi 
in Lord Jrlhigtons time, and has continued fo ever fince. The 
French?nan did not uib to bring it to m^ to print ; a boy brought it. 

The Speaker.] Suppofe he had brought Trealbn to you 
to print, are you excufable ? Think you that the intereft 
of England is fo little worth, as for you to print you know- 
not what ? ■»■■■'■• 

Newcombe] Ihumbly beg pardon of the Houfe. lunderAand 
not the French tojigue. This week there were printed' aboirt^ 
five hundred of thei!n, the ufual number, and no mcSre. ' 

. The 
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The Speaker.] If another perfon had brought you the 
French Gazette^ would you have printed it ? 

Newcffmbe,"] No. 

The Speaker.] What authority did he bring you at.firft 
for printing it ? 

Newcombe.] It began to be printed in /Lord Arlington's time, 
^d the Frenchman can give you abetter account of it than I can 
— -I had authority to do it, it coming from a public office. 

The Speaker.] How came you to this office of tran- 
flatii^v&c. ? 

' ' Monfieur MoranvllIeJ] In the time of the War, I was at fea 
with the Diik^ of Albemarle and Prince Rupert^ and I had the 
tnmllating the Gazette given me for a rcTvard j and Pirince Rupert 
recommended me to Lord Arlington. 

The Speaker.] But afterwards you fell under a fufpi- 
cion of hcflding correlpomience with the French. . 

Moranville.llDunng that time I never was fufpended from 
my place^ I have 20x. a week from Mr Newcombe for tranfla* 
dng, &c. 

The Speaker.] The Printer then employs this man. 
By yrhat Order do you do it ? 

Newcombe."] I have it by Order from Lord Arlington. There 
is an advantage to them that write the Gazette. Mr Yard is the 
man. I have fometimes paid him, and fometimes not, 15/. a 
quarter, 60 or 100/. a year. 

The Speaker.] If the Frenchman will take the wilful 
omiffiOn in the Gazette^ he may have the reward to him* 

felf. 

They withdrew. 
. Mr Secretary Coventry,'] Tliis man has no authority 
nor countenance to do any thing but tranflate. He tells 
you he had tranflated the Proclamation, which he had no 
authority to do. 

Mr SacheverelL] He tranflates it well in the former 
Gazelle^ but in this he wilfully makes miftakes. I would 
have the world know that the King and Parliament arc 
both of a mind in the Addrefs and Proclamation. 

Mr Sollicitor Winnington.] If the Printer muft give 
credit to what the Tranflator brings him, then he is not 
refponfible for it — " Refpondeat fuperior*^ is not in criminal 
matters. I take it to be in civil only. If J;ie will tell you 

Vo L. VI. M • who 
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who put him upon this wilful miftake in the Tranflation, 
it is more for your fervice than punilhing him in the 
Pillory for it. 

Mr IVilHams.'] I alk that learned Gentleman, If a per- 
fon have a keeper of the records f.r him, and that a record 
be embezzled, whether the fuperior is not to anfwer for it ? 

Mr Sollicitor JVinninpon.'] If the mafter of the office 
have Clerks that do fo, as that by the lofs or embezzle- 
ment of a record he forfeit his office, then refpondeat Jiipe- 
rior i but I think that learned Gentleman may remember, 
that where the ftatute puts the fole confidence in another 
man, he muft anf^ver it ; as in the cafe of an efcape, in the 
fherifF, who muft anfwer it, not the jailor, there it muft go ; 
. but where the matter is capital, he Uiuft not anlwer it. 

Mr WiUiams,'] If the under-officer do an offence, 
which is capital, as razing of a record, this is matter of 
truft. The fuperior forfeits his office for the offence, but 
is not hanged \ but the inferior officer that razes the record 
fliall be hanged for it. 

One faid^] He would not have this matter referred to a 
Committee to examine, for thofe of the Tranflator's reli- 
gion will fay nothing. If you afk them what colour their 
hand is of, they will not tell you. 

Ordered^ That a Committee examine and ftate dietnatter, in 
order to an impeachment of the Traiiflator, &c. 

Sir Francis Drake,'] Moved that it might be particu- 
larly recommended to the Committee, for the Secretaries to 
infert the miftakes of the Tranflator into the next Gazette, 

It was moved, that an Order be made, to fearch the Tran-f 
flator's houfe for Papers ; to which 

The Speaker faid,] The Houfe had no authority to make 
any fuch Order •, it is for a Juilice of Peace only to do it. 

Colonel Birch,] I did fee one Order, fince we met, to 
fearch houfes, and may we not fearch this man*s pockets 
and houfe too ? I would have the Secretaries of State take 
care that the miftake in the next Gazette he redlified, &c.* 

• It appears by the printcdjpur- on him feveral Papers mjFrencb^ 
nal, that M. Moraivvilk was com- which were referred to a Commit- 
mitted to the cuflody of the Ser- tee ; and that a Committee was 
jeant at Arms, who being alfo or- alfo ap]}ointed to feflrch his houie 
dered to fearch him, found upr or lodgings. 

Sir 


jyebates. in Parliament in 1678. 163 

- Shyohn Knight reports five Letters to Bennifield at IVindfor^ 
from Fenwick^ Whitehread^ Fogarty^ and Ireland^ concerning 
aflaflinating the King. Sir John Nicholas delivered them him, 
whofaid, *• he had them from Sir Philip Floyd this morning." 

Sir Robert Southwell'] As fbon as they came to Benm-- 
Ji^ld^s hands, - he brought them to the Duke of Tork. 
The Letters were fomething myfterious, and the Duke 
brought them to the King ; and by thefe fteps they came 
to the Lords of the Council. 

■ Mr Sacheverell.'] I am glad the Letters are come, let 
them come by what hand they pleafe. I would know 
whether thefe Letters were not brought in after the ac- 
cufation of Bennifield by Mr Oates ? 

Sir Robert Southwell.'] One feems to be fingle*, and 
three were inclofed to Bennifield. I fuppofe all of them 
were received by Bennifield, But as to SachevereWs que* 
ftion, I fuppofe there was fifteen days difference in the 
. time. We have gone with all the care in the world, to 
colleft hands to compare the Letters with. We have of 
Irelan^% hand, Benntfield^s^ Fogarty^Sy fVhitebread^s^ and 
BlundelPs hand ; and, in Fenwick\ bag, fome of Mr 
'0^/^/s hand. 

Colonel Birch.] I would know whether this was one 
of the packets that were feized at Windfor^ or whether 
^ they were others ? ' 

Sir Robert SouthwelLJ I faw all the packets that Dr 

Tongue had informed us of. I faw one to the Treafurer, 

•of Sept. 3. which informed his Lordfhip, that one to 

. Bennifield might be intercepted. He came on purpofe to 

fVindfor^ where he found the Letters delivered out of the 

Poft-office, and handed about. 

Serjeant Gregory.] Oates difcovered the matter, and 

handed it to the King, by my Lord Treafurer, the 1 3 th 

of Auguji. This was above a fortnight before that packet 

. came to Windjor^ and this notice was fent to the Lord 

. Treafurer at jRjy^-^//^. . 

The Speaker. ] Be pleafed to give me leave to tell you 
the ftate of the matter, and- what I know of it. Dr 
5r(?«f«^'s information was referred, by the King, to the 

M 2 Lord 
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Lord Treafurer, who having had ftvcral conferences with 
Dr Tongue^ who informed him, " th^t . the matter was 
carried on by correfpondence of letters from the cooipi- 
rators, fo it would be a great matter if thofe I^etters were 
intercepted," faid the Treafurer^ ** Is it not polfibk to 
intercept thofe Letters ? " tongue thought that might be 
eafy, but till he had difcourfe with Mr Oates about it, he 
could not be pofitive. Mr Oa^es told Tot^guej it might 
be eafy, and where he might intercept them. In five or 
fix days the Treafurer heard nothing from tongue ; who 
being at RycottCy Tongue fent him word, there were pack- 
ets gone to JVindfor^ iroax Ireland^ Femvick^ &cc. But 
Tongue*^ letter lay fome time at JVindfor^ fo that Benm* 
field received the Letters, and brought them to the Duke, 
who faid, " he knew the names of the fubfcribers, but 
knew nothing of the contrivance, and he looked upon it 
as a trick." The Duke carried the Letters to the King. 

yix SacbeverellJ] I dcfire to know, whether JS^mr(^Zt/ 
was acquainted with thefe hands that wrote the Let- 
ters, as he fays, he is not ? And I would know, why my 
Lord Treafurer went out of town, and left nobody to 
negotiate with Tongue ? You have forgot that part of the 
narrative. 

The Letters were thus reported. The ttkSt of them. 

Whitebreai^s Letter, Jug. 119. ^' Make the Lord Bmnalt 
[fuppofed Brudenell] acquainted with our defigns, if you thiijc 
It convenient, &c,*' Indorfed, *' For Afr Bennifidd, fl/Wind- 
for."~The next Letter was fubfcribed, " Nicholas Blmdell.'' 
^^ Ireland is in an excellent pofhire ; Harcntrt and JinnifoH have 
iiotice, and fo has Kenes, If the bufinefs hit not at fVfndfir^ to 
attend 48 at Newmarket ; if it hit ri^ht, we may ufe our Reli- 
gion more publicly, and have more lurings to our bow.*'— An- 
other to Mr Benmfieldj figned, " Pemvick^ Jug. ^6." *« Inland 
will ftand 3 his Grace of Dublin is well ; Ormmd would fain be 
friends with the Catholics ; 48 prepared for it ; in Dublin they 
are kind to us in difpatching 48/' oi^ed, <* John FienwitJtJ* — 
Another ^K^. i, 78. fubfcribed ^^ Ireland.** ** £xpe£t the pro- 
grefs of the bufinefs of 48,** Another not fuperfcribed : It b^ins, 
*' Mr Bennifield^ his Gr^ce is in good health ; Ornundis as mudi 
out with the Protcftants as with the Catholics ) he l|aa grant- 
ed 
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(id them Commiffions^ but that will not do the bufinefs.'* Signed 
^ Fogarty.*" 

Sir Thomas DoUmdnJ] Mr Oaies faw but one line of thefe 
Letters, and he told us prefently whole hands they were. 

Mr SacbevereU.'] Two things in thele Letters give us 
great light. I take notice that all of them were deli- 
vered out ^ a tinie^ and yet they were dated from places 
at fiveral diftances* That perfon in the cypher, if na- 
med, would give mUch lights 

Mr Secretary Williamfon.'] SalvettU the Florentine Am- 
baflador, has been under fufpicion for giving covert to 
Le(Cbrs, wlien the JDutcb War was. He has not, in 
iome years, applied hiitifelf to the King, under any pub- 
lic character. It is he whorti complaint was made of, 
that, fbme days before Sir Edmundbury Godfrey"^ body 
was found, he fpoke of the manner of his wounds. 

Sir Gilberl Ti{ltoL] Sahetti was at the door to-day, 
and was ready to be forth-coming. He ftands not upon 
amy charader of Ambaflador, or Envoy. Sir Barnard 
Gafcoigne undertakes for him to appear *. 

Friday f IN ov ember 8* 

Mr SoUicitor Winnington reports the Addrefs, &c. for a 
Proclamation to be ifTued for apprehending Bidingfieldy Cat" 
taway^ Ccnyers^ and other Priefts, &c. and for the Lords 
Lieutenants and Deputies to diiarm fuch as refufe the Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy, &c. 

Ordered^ That enquiry be made of the Clerk of the Crown, 
what Juftices have been put in and out of CommiiSon of the 
Peace, for feven years laft paft. 

Sir John Coventry.'] We talk here of Popery, and the 
Heir of the Crown protefts Papifts. I move for the Bu- 
finefi of the Day, about removing the Duke from the 
King's Prefence and Councils. There are Papifts now 
walking about the Court of Requefts. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] I know not what that Gen- ' 
tleman would have. There is all the care taken imagina- 

* There is no aiention of the above Debate, or Letters, in the 
Jounal of this Day« 
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ble to clear the Court of Papifts, night and day, J)y the" 
Council. One man drops a letter in an entry at fvhiteball 
as a Papift, another as a Proteftant, and takes liberty to 
impute any crimes to any man or woman whatfoeven I 
know not what can be more done than is done already, &€• 

Mr Secretary JVilliamfon.'] When it fhall pleaie God 
(as in the courfe of Nature) that we lofc the King, you 
may be fortified with fuch Laws as may be for yours and 
his fafety. — The King, I may fay, will fay fomcthing to 
you of this nature to-morrow. 

Sir Thomas Meres."] I think thofe Papifts walking in 
the Hall is a contempt of the King's Proclamation.. It is 
no great matter for them to go ten miles out of town. If 
you do not fomething immediately, you will Ihow remifF- 
hefs. Suppofe the cafe had not been a Papift, but a Fa- 
natic ; he would have been otherwife ufed. This ought; 
this very hour, to be punifhed, or we cannot fit here' with 
honour or fafety. 

Sir William llichnan,'\ If the Papifts intend miichief, 
they will ftrike prefently ; therefore, as Meres\i2& moved,' 
I would not be bafficd in the Proclamation, but take pre- 
fent remedy to fecure yourfelves from thefe mens at- 
tempts. You cannot elfe be fafe. 

Sir Robert Saivyer,] They muft be Popifti Recufants 
by Law ; but though the Proclamation be not Law, yet 
the cohftant nncient ufe of it has made it Law. Thisi 
Proclamation is by the advice of Lords and Commons, 
and I would have them, that contemn it, be remarkably 
punifhed for their contempt. Though going armed in 
time of Parliament has no written Law againft it, yet it is 
Ufage of Parliament that they are punifhed that go armed. 

Sir Robert Southwell,'] I think it my duty to inform 
the Houfe, that I fuppofe Colonel Macarty is in town. 
He married Lord Straffordh fifter, who is a Proteftant. 
He has left his command in France^ and came over in 
obedience to the King's Proclamation. Upon his Petitkm 
to have liberty to ftay in town, he was called in to the 
Committee of the Council, where he fwore ** he had 9 

law-fuft 


Debates in Parliament in i6yB. 167 

law-fuit to attend in town, and fie Ihould fuffer much by 
it if he were abfent;" 

Sir John Holman.} I cannot fpeak of my own know- 
lege, but lam credibly informed there are* forty Papifts 
in the Court of Requefts. 

Sir jQbn ErnlyJ] Macarty is a Roman Catholic, and I 
do believe that the Lords of the Council have given forne 
difpenfations or permiflions to ftay. But for thirty ibi 
forty Catholics to be in the Court of Requefts ! — Send 
for them, to know how they dare to contemn your Au- 
thority. 

Colonel 57/^j.] I was Up even now in the Lords Lobby ^ 
1 faw Macarty there, and I believe the greateft part of 
the Lobby were Papifts ; and this is their obedience to 
the Proclamation. In the Court, and St Jameses Park, 
there were not three people formerly but I knew theiii^ 
unlj^fs citizens^ and now not three people I do know. 
They fpeak Irijh and French* I would have you fend the 
Seijeant to apprehend thefe people. 

Colonel Macarty was brought to the Bar. 

The Speaker. ] The Houfe, having a tended regard to 
the difturbance of the public Peace, hath defired his Ma- 
jefty to ifTue out his Proclarriation, commarlding all Pa- 
pifts to depart out of town, &c. in a time limitedj &c. 
and finding you yet remain in town^ contrd,ry to the 
Proclamation, under the chara6ter of a Papift^ have 
caufed you to be apprehended, &c. arid brought before 
them. 

Colonel Macarty,"] I did not ftay in town out of contempt 
to the King's Proclamation. Having ferved the King, &c. I 
prefumed to petition the King, that I hoped I might be one ex- 
-cmpted ; arid gavje a reafon for it in my Petition. I was told, 
** that inafmuch as I had intimation I might ftay in town till 
thy Petition was anfwered, I did not go." As foon as I had in- 
formation that I was named here, — ^I confefs it was an indif- 
Cretion in me to com^ to Welimmjier ; but I came only to 
jfpend my time, not knowing what to do elfe. I will evei' carry 
myfelf with all fubmiflion to this Houfe. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] Six Privy Councilors may 
grant a man licence to ftay* It is hard a man fhould go 
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away, till he knows whether he has licence, or not, to 
ftay, till he might have permiflion. 

Sir Charles Hariord.] His behaviour here» and (tib- 
miffion, has been what becomes him, and you may ^ve 
him a reafonable time to obtain licence. 

Sir Henry CapeW] He has acknowledged his &ult, but 
he tells you that his (lay depended upon his Petition. 1 
would have that Petition Ipeedily anfwered. I would 
have him called in, and let die Speaker ^ve him fbme 
admonition of the Proclamation. 

Sir ^bontas Meres.'] There may be fomc ill inference 
made by the Lords of the Council, from vour cocJ ma- 
nagement of this matter, and they will diq)enfe with the 
more Papilts. 

Sir Thomas Let.] He told you " he had intimation of 
what you were about.'* Though Gentlemen called ** the 
door, the door,'* though people went not out, yet what 
you were doing went out to him. This makes me fuf- 
peft, what Mr Coleman faid, of the corrupting your Mem- 
bers, to be true. I do believe the Papifts expeft Ibme 
mitigation of the Proclamation. 

Sir Thomas Ulileton.'] A Law-fuit is a pretty reafon- 
able excufe to (lay, &c. but not at this time. Every 
body has more or lefs of Law-occafions. Upon Affida* 
vit that a man is gone out of town upon the Proclama-* 
tion, if he be defendant, the Court will not proceed; 
and as for plaintiffs, they may (lay till the next Term, 
and it is no great prejudice to them to be R0ne4 

Sir Robert Sawyer.y The fafety of the kingdom is of 
much more value than any man's private Jntereft. I 
would liave him called in, and warned of the Procla- 
mation. 

Colonel 7>V«j.] I would have no excuies nor prefaces 
made to him, but plainly tell him, you expoft his obe- 
dience to the Proclamation. 

Sir Gilbert Gerrard.] You cannot let him know leis 
than ^^ that he has committed a crime to be here afbr 
the Proclamation, and that you exped): his obedience to 
it.'* I would have fomething done, by way of Confcr- 
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cncc, wth the Lords. There are abundance of Papifts 
now in arms, and we are in great danger of them. 

Sir ^tbomas Clarges.'] I would not, for Afacarty"^ own 
fikc, take notice of his obedience to the King*s Procla- 
mation, as is moved, in coming out of the French King's 
fervice, becaule he ftayed there contrary to three Preda^ 
mations. 

A£euarty'vr2s called in. 

The Speaker.] The Houfe has confidered your difcreet 
and fubmiffiye anfwer ; and though it would better have 
become you to have given obedience to the Proclama- 
tion, yet the Houfe difcharges you, and expefts you Ihould 
immediately ^ve obedience to the King*s Proclamation, 

He withdrew. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.'] You have been informed, that 
dghty Papifts, under one officer, in one company, are 
going into Ireland^ &c. 

Mr Secretary WiUiamfon.'] Amongft Mr Langhorn^% 
Papers, there is a Deed concerning Lady EHzabeth De- 
Un)al ; fhe defires fhe may have it. 

Sir Thomas Lee J] I would have it delivered back to 
the King, to do what he pleafes in it. 

S\T John Trevor.'] It may be, (he may demand a Deed 
which belongs not to her, and poflefs herfelf of it to an- 
other man's wrong. 

Mr SacheverelL] I would have great care taken what 
you do in this point. Perhaps the Deed is to make out a 
title. 1 would rather have a lift of what Deeds fhe wants, 
brought in, that none may have prejudice. 

Mr Powle.] All want this Deed, to confummate an 
agreement in the Family. I am a truftee for her. She 
has applied to the King, and the King has fent her hi- 
ther. 

The Speaker.] You know not how this Deed came in- 
to Mr Langhorn's hands 5 and you ought not to dilpofe 
of -any man's evidence. 

Colonel Birch:'] In two or three days the Committee 
will have difpatched Langborff% ftudy, and that time can 

do 
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do no great prejudice to the parties to ftay, and you may 

remit it till rfien *. 

• 

Mr Hampden informed the Houfe^ that Mr Ayliffe could givtf 
the Houfe an account about the eighty foldicrs, Papifis^ in one 
company, going into Ireland : 

The Speaker faying. Who is it ? The Clerk replied^ " That it is 
Mr Ayliffe, who put the fabot, (in which there were Beads and 
a Crofs, and upon it written j TJtrum horum ?) under the Chair^ 
fome years fince, and that he was mad*" 

Mr Bofcawen.'] Moved that the Clerk might be called 
to the Bar, for refledling upon a Gentleman that came to 
give the Houfe Information, 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I fear he that comes to you with In- 
formation, will, with fome, go for a gfiadman. 

Sir Robert Sawyer.] It feems, what th« Clerk faid was 
but an anfwer to the Speaker's queftion, and but a dif^ 
tinftion, " that it was that Mr Ayliffe that put the fabot 
under the Speaker's Chair." He might do then an indifr 
creet thing, but now he comes as evidence, you muft not 
put difcouragement upon him. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] Mr Ayliffe had his pardon fbr 
that very thing of the fabot. 

Sir Nicholas Carew.] The Prophets of old were called 
** madmen-," he may be ftyled *' a Prophet •,** for what he 
laid under your Chair was very near coming to paft. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] Mr Ayliffe is a man of fenle, and 
one that points direftly at what he intends* You will find 
himamanofgocdfenfe. 

Sir Thomas Lee, upon Ayliffe* s going away.] No wonder 
when you talked of the fabot, that Ayltffe went away, 
nor when you talked of the Proclamation, that the Papifts 
went away *. 

Complaint was made of a defeft of the Prayers^ ordered- for the 
Faft, they making no mention of Popery, nor of the Plot* . 

Colonel Birch.] it is ftrange that we ffiould have Pray- 
ers made, and not one word in them of the Papifts, nor the 
Plot named. 1 would compare whether rfie book of 
Prayers be according to your Addrels. 

^ Inhere Is no mention of tliefe Dehates In the Teunial« 

Sir 
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Sir Tbamas Meres.'] I fear the words were fo feeble in 
that Addrefs, that they may doubt whether there be a 
Plot •, but fince the matter has been fo clear, and no men- 
tion made, in the Prayers, of Popeiy or a Plot, I would 
have them mended, and referred to a Committee, -to ad- 
drefs the King for it. 

Sir Thomas ClargesJ] If the Addrefs was cold, I fear 
the Proclamation ror the Fall was cold too. I thought 
that .my Lords the Bifhops would have prayed for the 
prefcrvation of the King's perfon from the Plot, &c, but 
I fear they look too much for a rifing Sun of another na- 
ture. They are rather for Latin Prayers than Englijh, If 
this; form of Prayer muft be, to difcourage the people, I 
would rather have the Fail let alone. 

Mr Stcrct2Lry fVilliamfon,] ReSeclions now are not welt 
upon that body of men (the Bifhops) that are to fupporc 
the Religion we now contend for. 

Colonel 7V/«J.] They mufl: not give occafion, and then 
there will be no refleftion upon them •, but as the bcok is 
penned, it is as if they were afraid to own the Plot. The 
Antinominns are of opinion " that God fees no fins in his 
fervants ;" I fear fome fee no fault in the Papifts, I re- 
member I heard a Sermon at Whitehall tlie 5th of Nov^m- 
ber^ and there was not a word in it of the Gunpowder 
Treafon., or any thing proper for the 5th of November ^ 
but it was full of Inveftives againft Fanatics, more pro- 
per for the 30th of January. 

Sir John Birkenhead.] That book for the Fad was made 
adequate to that of the Gunpowder- Treafon. Now to 
pronounce thus upon a book, that does not give you a 
narrative of the Plot, is ftrange — Pray let the Committee 
fee the book. 

Sir Thomas Lee,] I would have fome Prayers added to 
the book. They may be time enough done for London, and 
poflibly in letters may be fent down into the country. There 
may be miftakes in Prayers, as well as there was lately in 
the Gazette. Some Clergy took notice of the omiflion in 
the country, and it became a country-wonder-, which 
wonder hiay be taken off in fome meafure. If fome Pray- 

er 
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er be added, it will fhow fomething to the world to fjiuf 
up belief of this Plot. 

It was referred to a Committee to prepare an Addrefi to the 
King, that fome iPrayer or Prayers [for tl^ Cities of London and 
tVefminJierl may be added to the Service-book for the Faft. 

Saturday^ November g^ 

The Iting, In a Speech to both Houfes, >^ gave them Thanks 
for their [great and extraordinary] care for the prefervation of 
his Perfon and Government," and afTujted them. <^ that be would 
be ready to give his confent to fuch reafonable Bills as fliould 
be prefented^ to make them (kfe in the Reign of any Succeflbr, 
fo as they tend not to impeach the right of Succeffion, nor the 
Defcent of the Crown in the trueXine; and fo as they re- 
ftrain not his Power, nor the juft Rights of any Proteftant Sue- 
ceffor, &c." 

[Debate.] 

Mr Sach^erelL ] I defire to know whether the conditions 
in the King's Speech are not to tie our hands io faft, that 
we can do nothing for the King's fafety, or the Proteftant 
Religion. I think it not a home, full, and efieflual Secu- 
rity, but fuch an one as may deceive both the King and his 
people. I am one of thofc of opinion not to accept of a rat- 
tle, to keep us quiet. If we may not make our own Secu- 
rities, I had rather lay the whole thing upon the King, and 
leave it to the King, forhim to fccure it which way he pleafe. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.^ The King will confent *• to 
any reafonable way of Security of the Proteftant Religion 
in the reign of any Succeflbr •," but you would not have 
him confent to all things that are in his power : That 
were to give up his Royal Power. 
^ Mr SacbeverelL] I will tell you one point in the King's 
Speech, and fee if all the Houfe can anfwer me. It is 
put into the King's Speech, " that, if we infringe not 
the Rights of a Proteftant Succeflbr, we fhall have Laws 
to make us fafe, &c." If we have no Security thiat the 
Succeflbr fhall be a Proteftant, you fit down, and can do 
nothing efFeftually. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] If it be as that Gentleman 
fays, there needs no Bill at all for Security "of the Pro- 
teftant 
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tcllaht Religion, for the Bill muft run, " every King 
hereiafter, not doing thus and thus, fhall not fuccced." 

Mr Sacbeverell.'] If any King does not perform the 
conditions of the Bill^ Ihall any fubjed relift that King ? 
I i^ould know that. 

'the Speaker.] If you will fct a time when, or enter 
now upon the Bill, you may; but this way of Debate is 
irregular. The firfl: thing you are to do, is to fet a time 
to confider of the King's Speech. , 

Mr Sacbeverell,] I moved not particulars, I avoided it. 

Colonel Birch,'] 1 fuppofe it is agreed, '* that Thanks 
(hall be returned to his Majefly, for the gracious Ex- 
preffions in his Speech.*' Till fomething of this be done, 
neither his Majefty's life, nor we, can be fafe. I would 
not delay one hour, to confider this matter, though to- 
morrow be Sunday^ and a day for another purpofe. This 
bjufinefs will not keep. The better day, the better deed. 
You cannot delay this. 

Sir Join Ernly.] I fpeak only as to confidering this 
to-^norpow. To-day, before to-morrow, is not foon 
enough, and I am for to-morrow. 

Mr Secretary IVilliamfon,] If you confider the weight 
of the thing, it is as great a matter as ever came before 
us. It is neceflary we fhould be all clear in our minds, 
and of the King's mind alfo. The King's heartwas never 
more open than in this bufinefs. He fays, " to you 
it is left entirely to make what fecurity you pleafe." I 
think there is no effe6t for prefling it to-morrow, and let 
this have the preference on Monday. 

Sir Thomas Clarges. ] I hear our BiU for excluding Mem- 
bers of both Houfes that refufe the Oaths, 8^c. and the 
Teft, is in a fair progrefs in the Lords Hqufe, and I hope 
we fhall addrefs the King to pafs that Bill, and then we 
Ihall have the more unanimity — I would proceed now in the 
Letters, &c. and I would be glad to fee public juftice done 
on offenders -, and then we fliall go on chearfully. 

Sir Richard Temple.] I am glad there is farther difco- 
very of Letters, ready. We have a double aipedt, to be 
fafe in Religion, &c. for the prefent,^ and for the future. 

I would 
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I would go on with the Letters now, and on Monday with 
remedies for our fafety for the prcfent. Let us not call 
for more evidence of the Plot — We have enough before 
us, at prefent, to convince and awaken us. The King 
has told you what he will do, but not what he will not 
do. 

ColonelT/V//j. ] Information we have enough already, and 
if wc think not ourfelves in as bad a condition as may be, 
then we may feek for farther information. If we ftay for 
more, it will do us no good, and we may ftay fo long 
that the matter may be paft remedy. Other letters beget 
no more belief than we have already — The King intends 
all he fays in hLs Speech, but his Speech naturally leads 
you to what you fear for the future. 

Sir Tbo>;2as Lee.] I did not hear the Order of Thanks 

read fjr the King's Speech. I hope you intend it not 

general, but with reftrictions, viz. " for the gracious Ex- 

preflions in his Speech.** Now there are twenty three 

companies, and all Popifh Officers— rTherefore I would 

have a Ihort day fet to Ihow the King, that it is impolTible 

we fliould have any Security fo long as fuch Officers are 

in being. 

Ordered, That the King's Speech be taken into conflderation 
on Monday ; and that Thanks be returned to his Majcfty for 
the gracious Expreflions in his Speech. 

Mr Secretary IVilliamfon.'] The King is fenfible of the 
defeft in the Prayers, and has ordered my Lord of Can- 
lerbury to attend him about it. This I am ordered from 
the King to let you know. 

Sir Richard Everard. ] 1 have fearched for, and have 
found, a perfon mentioned in Mr Coleman*^ Letters. I 
found, in his chamber, a great number of Papers. He took 
no notice of the Proclamation, and ftaid . in town. He 
is one Monf. Tortereaux. I would have your direftion 
what I fhall do with his Papers. I have fet a good guard 
upon him for the prefent. He has the gout, and is full 
of pain. 

Mr Secretary Coveittry.'] He was never under the no- 
tion of a Prieft. He is an old man, and very infirm. 

Mr 
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Mr Henry Seymour.'] He was Carver to the Queen- 
mother. He married Lady Molyneux. He has not brains 
enough to be a plotter. 

Six Nicholas Car ew.'] \ fee thefe people have advo- 
cates ; but that he has flayed after the Proclamation is 
plain ; therefore I would have the Oaths tendered him. 

Colonel Birch,] I wonder this Ihould be an argument 
for his ftay. We know, by experience, that men may 
have the gout, and yet their tongues and heads be well 
enough. (Carew had tjpe gout at that time.) If you 
.break rules, your Proclamation will be worth nothing — 
Js this a time to excufe Papifts, and talk of " Carvers 
.to the Queen-r mother ?" Let him take the Oaths, or go 
to jail. 

SiYT'homas Lee,] I would know, whether he is in the 
long roll of thofe licenfed by the Council. 
• . Sir Henry Capel.] A Member yefterday (Mr Hampden) 
offered to ferve you, and before Mr Ayliffe could be 
called in, your Clerk reflefted upon him, &c. and he 
went away. We ought now to fpare nobody *. Eve- 
rard has informed you about Tortereaux. He is a Juf- 
tice of the Peace. Pray let him go to jail, if he take 
not the Oaths, &c. 

- Sir Jifhn Ernly.] Proceed with every man alike, and 
when his Papers are infpefted, proceed with him. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] I hear that Juftices of the Peace 
are liipited to the Oaths, &c. in their Commifllons, as to 
-houQioldcrs and foreigners. By the Statute of King James 
all arc to take the Oaths — I hear that the CommifTions to 
give the Oaths are limited and qualified ; and then the 
Juflices have no power, to give them. 

Sir William Hickman.] If there be thele doings already, 
what fhall we come to hereafter ? Therefore I would have 
fome Gentlemen infpedt the Commiflions. 

The Speaker.] The matter before you is the informa- 
tion of Sir Richard Everard. You cannot proceed in a 
•^thing where matter of Law may do. That is without end 
—Refer the Papers to what Committee you pleafe — If you 

* Sec p. 170. 
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would have the Commiflion brought hither, you fuf- 
pend all execution of it for the prefent. 

He was anfwered^] That the Clerk of the Crown may 
immediately bring the Commiflions hither for you to 
infoedl them ; and no delay may be in the execution of it. 

Which was ordered accoidingly. 

Colonel Birch. ^ I am now for lofing no time. I would 
not fit looking on one another, now we are come to great 
things — The moft material Letters may be reported. 

Mr SacheverelL] I would have two Letters reported, 
one from the Cardinal of Norfolk^ how the Pope direfts 
matters for Religion ; the other from Sir William Tbrog- 
morion^ concerning the Duke's aflifting the matter in pro- 
motion of the Catholic Religion. ^ • 

The Speaker reads the Letters, to the following effed : *< His 
Maiefty of France will (how diat he will take his Highnefs's part 
—This Parliament is not profitable for the King inrranet^ nor 
for his Royal Highnefs, and fo it is put on by my Lord wM'j^flmr 
•—If the AmbaiTador Rouvigny be not to his Hiebnefi's liking, the 
King of France will fend over what other perlon he would have 
—If the Duke could cany on a diilbiution of the Farliamcnt, 
to do it upon any terms— But if the Duke cannot do it under 
200,000/. take care to let us have it — ^You cannot imagine how 
the King is defpifed, and if the Duke Ihould be (6 too, die 
difeafe is epidemical — The Archbifhop of DuUim it the ly- 
ingeft rogue in the world, and has done us no good— • We are 
rejoiced to hear of the diiTolving of the Pariiament^-Nodiing 
will fettle things more laftingly, than making the Dukc^s ina 
the King of France*s intereft one — The Duke may have great 
advantage by joining with the French King^-Money is a cun- 
ning fophifter-— You know thofc whom Money has' power of, 
are the fcunw)f the Family, who fay one thing to-day, "and ad 
the contrary to-morrow, as Rouvignfs predeceflor, \C§wrtin^^ 
knew to his coft *." 

Mr Secretary TVilliamfon.'] Mr Beilow lodg^ at my 
hoiife the other night, but I thought myielf not anfwer* 
able for fo great a (lake. Now he lodges at fUntibedl^ and 
I fuppofe he is attending at the Lords. 

Ordered^ That Mr BedJow attend here at four of the dockdus 
afternoon, andthat Mr Vice-chamberlain bring him with a guard. 

* This Letter is not inferted ia the Joanud. 

In 
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* 

In the Afternoon. 

The Clerk of the Ci'own brought the Commiffions, &c. 
for giving the Oaths of Allegiance, Supremacy, &c. and 
b\Ai ** that a preparatory form of the Commiffion was brought 
by Mr Attorney General to my Lord Chancellor j it re- 
mains with Mr Harris \ it could not be fealed, but muft b# 
altered." 

The Speaker.] There has been formerly a Dedimui 
potejiatem^ where divers Members have been Commifli- 
oners to give the Oaths \ and no Catholics were convift- 
ed. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I woiild humbly reprefent it to th« 
King, that the obftrudlion is from the Lords of the Coun* 
cil, ehiit this Commiffion is not illued out j and the mif- 
carriaee arifes from thence. 

%^rjeant Rigiy,'] I would enquire where this flop is, for 
if inferior people may make thefe ftoppages, we are not 
and cannot be fafe. 

Colonel Bircb.] I wOuId be glad to fee what this 
Commiffion is, that muft be thus altered. This muft be 
pfvaft weight, that muft hinder this feal from pafling, 
and thereby keep fo many Catholics in town againft the 
Proclamation. 

Mr SacheverelL] I do believe that there is fome Com- 
mand that fuperfedes the King's Com mand. I would know, 
whether ever Mr Harris read this Commiffion, of no. 

Clerk of the Crown.] I tendered the Ingroflment to MtHar~ 
rjSy which I brought to the Chancellor* Oiie come$^ who read 
fome of it ; the Chancellor faid, " the form muft be altered/* 
I tendered it on Thurfday morning. 

^xx "Thomas Meres,] It is ftrange that an Addrcfs of 
both Houfes cannot procure a thing fo ordinary as ' this 
•Commiffion. The Papifts f^y, " that all inferior per- 
sons are out, of their wits-," and they will fay, " inferior 
Clerks are out of their wits, that take falfc Examina- 
tions and Informations." Your fending for Macarty 
did you more good than the Proclamation, though you 
difmifTed him civilly. Send for Harris^ and him next- 

Vol. VI. N to 
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to him, and find this negleft out, and ftand not upon 
fornjahties. 

Mr SacheverellJ] I would not go this way of fending 
for the Chancellor's fervants, to prevent a breach with 
the Lords •, but I would go up to the Houfe of Peers, 
and charge the Chancellor with this prefently, that he 
may give an account of this to the Peers. 

Sir Thomas IJukton.] You may do it at a Conference, 
to inform the Lords of this mifcarriage prefently. 

The Commillion was road. 

Mr Powle.] The King is gracioufly pleafed to tell 
you, " that he will confent to L,aws for your preferva- 
tion in a future Succeffion ;" but it will be to no pur- 
pofe to make new Laws, if the old ones are not execut- 
ed. There is a defeat fomewhere near the Government, 
that all along dilcourages the execution of them — This. 
Houfe mull take care of the execution of Laws, as well 
as making them. It may be imputed to us abroad, that 
the half ways we have taken in thefe things, occafion 
this, the Lords, and we, and the King having applied 
remedies. Let us reprefent it to the Lords at a Confer- 
ence, that there i3 a non-execution of the Proclamation, 
of the King's Cornmands and Laws, and dcfire remedies 
from their Lordlhips. 

. Sir Edward Dering.] I know that the Chancellor is iEi 
good Proteftant — The Commiffion was not right, and 
me Lord Chancellor would have it mended— Pray ftay 
your farther proceedings till Monday^ and have a true nar- 
rative of the faft 'y and then you may proceed as you 
pleafe. 

Colonel Tilus.] If this Dedimus potejlatem^ that the 
Attorney General brought to the Chancellor, be ag^inft 
Law, let him be punifhed for doing it- againfl Law. 
What we do out of complaifance and civility, is ac- 
counted abroad meannefs and poornefs. If the Lord 
Chancellor has no better teftimony of his care of the 
Proteftant Religion, than he has given in this, it is very- 
flender, and fignifies little. I would have a Conference: 
with the Lords upon this, as is moved. 

Serjeant 
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St\^t2LTit MaynardJ\ All we have is at (lake; and 
if the Chancellor, or who he will, be to blame,* t will- 
riot fpcak for him, if the honour of this Houfe is con- 
cerned, but I will fpeak for it. But fuppofe you go and 
Charge the Chancellor with this, and there is no fuch thing. 
Enquire into the whole matter-, fend fot* T/^rm j left you 
have no proof of the thing, and then turn your backs. 
You have not yet. that proof before you, as to main- 
tain it at the Conference ; and it will not be for your 
Honour. 

Mx Powle,^ That which I defign to fpeak to, is 
this : Serjeant Mdynard is miftaken. This is no direft 
fehargef againft the Chancellor, but to defire the Lords 
to enquire into the thing, to avoid a Breach of Privi- 
lege of feitdiilg for Harris^ who is attending upon a 
peer. No man can defend this, that a Proclamation 
Abuld be lent out on Monday^ &c. and no Commiffions 
tall Saturdc^ 

^ The Speaker.] Nothing can hinder your enquiiy into 
this ; and in fending to the Lords you wound your own 
Power. You are angry with the Chancellor, becaufe 
he. has not lent out an imperfedl Commiflion *, a greater 
fault, if he had, than fending none. Examine it, to bo 
pghtly before yoU; 

'Mr Sacheverelti] You have had the fame excufe for- 
merly, when the Commiflion was imperfect in our 
country for conviftion of Recufants, and that was ne- 
ver reftified. 

The Speaker.] I will excufe nobody. My endeavours 
ire to ferve the Houfe, as far as I can •, but I would not 
Jiaire you out of the way. The Proclamation being Qut> 
there is a Lift given in of thofe that ftay •, and that muft 
have time to be returned, and it could not be done fooncr 
with any effedt ; and there has been no time loft. 

Sir Thomas Meres. 1 It was faid, " that a Conftable told 
Sir John Cutler^ that his Return was ready of the Names, 
&c." but Cutter faid, " I have no Commiflion to give the 
Oaths." 

N 2 Sir 
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Sir Francis RuJfeL] I gave Meres an account of it, and 
my Landlord, a Conftable, informed me of it. 

Colonel Titus.'] Under the pretenceof changing the form 
of this Commiffion, it is delayed. If any Member had 
faid it, or the Clerk of the Crown, it had been fomething ; 
but it is one thing to fay, " that the Commiflion muft be 
changed in the form,'* and another, " that it is im- 
perfeft." 

Mr Secretary PFilliamfor:.'] I was abfcnt at the firft 
part of this Debate. I fee it is about the Commiflion that 
the Chancellor is to iflue out. You will pleafe to fee to 
what degree the Chancellor is the occalion of this. 
There were two perfbns brought to me» fufpe<5bed ol 
Popery ; they were returned by the Conftable of St 
Martinis parifh, who faid, " he muft offer them the Oaths 
to take.*' They faid, " we are ready, to come over to 
the Church from whence we went, upon difcovery of 
this horrid Plot." I beg it may be confidered. It the 
Lift could have been done in two or three days by the 
Conftables, then it might have been an omifiion. The 
Lord Chancellor has called often to. his officers for it. 
Th^fe things confidered, whether you will proceed with 
fuch exaftnefs ? You may fend to the Lond Chancellor 
to know farther, &c. and whether you will depart from 
that right of fending for perfons, I would have it well 
confidered. You may fend fome Members of your own 
to the Chancellor. 

Colonel Birch.] All this bufinefs is cut out by a 
thread. If there be any fuch fools as Coleman, to let Pa- 
pers lie from Jugujt to the latter end of Septef^beTj they 
might have been taken — Information was given, that 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was at Somerfet-Houfe at fix of 
the clock that night he was mifllng ; and it was not 
fearched till next day. Here is remiflhefs in every thing. 
;I miftruft not the Lord Chancellor in this, but fome 
other perfons — Till you have gone to the bottom of 
this, if every Minifter be not as diligent as you, you will 
never do any thing -Send for a Conference, therefore, 
to the Lords, to examine this. 

Sir 
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Sir Nicholas CarewJ] I have no heart to queftion Mi- 
nifters -, we could never carry the queftioning of one yet^ 
and then I am fure we fhall never be able to carry the 
whole lump. The Proclamation is drawn according to 
Law, and well drawn — We are not now to compliment j 
wherever the fault is, there let them hear of it. 

Mr Finch.'] The Queftion now before you is, how it 
comes to pafs that the Commiflion for giving the Oaths, 
6cc. is not iflued out? — I am not able to give you an 
account, but I am willing to know — I am lb fenfible of 
the integrity of the perfon of the Chancellor, that he is 
willing you fhould fearch into the bottom of it. Before you 
come to Conference with the Lords, fend to him. If he 
gives you not a fatisfaftory anfwer, then you may proceed 
as you pleafe ; but this is to accufe him before you havq 
ground. If the Chancellor did not proceed as to the In- 
rormation of Mr Oates in time, it was not imparted to 
him in time, and he could not proceed, 

Mr SacheverelL'] I have a great refpeft for my Lord 
Chaiicellor. I accufe him not. I believe this obftruc- ' 
tion comes from a greater hand. But the not fealing 
thefe Commiflions is the thing, I hope, ere long, we 
ihall find out a way of conviction of Papifts more ef- 
feftual. 

Sir Thomas Uttlefon.] This Proclamatiori was ifTued 
out by the joint Addrefs of both Houfes ; ^nd I think 
it the nioft proper way to go by the Lorda^ in our En- 
quiry into this negledt, and it is no Infringement of our 
Right at alL 

Sir fVilliam Hickman. ] I am for fending now to the 
Lords, .&C. becaufe, when you fent once to the Chan- 
ceili3ff, about putting Gentlemen out of Commiflion of 
thepeice, he anfwered, ** that as we were Members of 
the Houfe of Commons, he could give us no anfwer. •' 

Ordered^ That a Conference be defired with the Lords, to 
titquire into the reafon of the Lord Chancellor's not iffuing out 
Cbmmiffions to tender the Oaths cf Allegiance and Supremacy, 
according to the King's Proclamation ; [which the Lords agreed 
to, znAiOitdi iox Monday,'] 

[Mr Bedkw was ordered to attend to-morrow.] 

N 3 Sunday^ 
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Sunday^ November i o, in the Afternoon. 

Sir Nicholas Carew.'] I muft complain to you, that, 
in the Prayers for the Faft, there is not one word of the 
Plot nor Popery *. I defire the laft Prayers that were fct 
out, may be read. 

Mr Secretly Willicmfon.'] The H6u(e is {o favourable 
to thofe that go upon their commands, that they give 
them in writing •, the King had it read to him, and he 
ordered my Lord of Canterbury to attend him about it. 

Colonel Birch.'] Read the Prayers and the Adf}re(s, 

and then you will fee whether they are according to your 

Addrefs. 

They were read. 

Mr Powle.] 1 obferve plainly that there is not one 
mention of the Papifts. The Prayers may be as well re- 
lating to Fanatics as Papifts. No wonder that the Privy 
Counfellors will not fpeak plainly to the King, when the 
Bilhops will not fpeak plainly to God Almighty. I would 
enqiiire into it. 

Sir Thomas Meres."] It is a very good Prayer, biit I fee 
tjiere is an awe and terror upon thofe that made it^ Wp 
muft remove that terror. It is not according to the lehfc 
pf the Konfe. If any man be of another lenfe, let him 
dare to ihow it. 

Cclonc! Birch,] It is enough. This is to make every 
man look about him. Certainly this is not the mind of 
all England. The earth feems to fhake under us. We arc 
afraid to handle this. I would have the new Prayers 
that fhall be made, fent to every Copnty aod Bofough Ky 
the refpeftive Members. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I am loth to Jofe your time by AcJ- 
drefles -, but fince the Prayer has not anfwered*your Ad- 
dreffes, I hope you will fend to the King to know why 
his commands are not obeyed. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.] The Proclamation is a^rcording 
to our Addrefs. The very words in our Addreis gav<j 
the Bifhops words for the Prayers ; but, I find them in- 

• Sec p. 170. 
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^ftriouily avoided. The Prayers may be ready againft 
the time of the Faft ; and I would let the King knovy 
that his commands are not obeyed. 

• Mr Secretary Coventry,'] Confider, this was the Addrefs 
of both Houfes ; and I would have the Lords in this 
taken along with you. 

Sir Henry CapeL] We ought to proceed with equal 
Juftice. I have a great honour for my Lord oi^Canterbury ; 
but I would to-morrow, at a Conference with the Lords, 
let them know the defeft ; and defire them to join with 
you in an Addrefs to his Majefly, that his commands 
may be obeyed, &c. 

Sir Chrijlopher MtifgraveJ] This is not upon an equal 
foot with that mn.tter relating to my Lord Chancellor 
yeftefday.^— The King anfwered your Addrefs, and the 
fecond Anfwtfr was to you only ; and in this you may go 
to the King without the Lords. 

Mr Secretary IVilliamfon.] I agree to the Addrefs to 
the King. It is not the Archbifliop of Canterbury's autho- 
Nrity, but the King's, that caufes thele Prayers to "be com- 
pofed. It is the King that commands it. — To fave the 
fcandal of mending and mending Prayers, pray go to the 
King, and not by way of the Lords. 

• Sir Thomas Meres.] I think it is agreed that the fecond 
Addrefs about the Prayers was immediately by us to the 
King. I know not how to fend to the Archbifhdp of Can- 
terbury. I think him a very worthy man, but I would 
fend to ^he King. 

Sir Robert Sawyer.] It is the Gentry that muft pre- 
ferve the Crown ana Religion. I am glad to fee the 
zeal of the Houfe in this. Pray let us go to the King, 
&c. with an Addrefs to him, that his Commands are 
not obferved, &c. 

Colonel Birch.] If there be tendemefs in this matter. 
We all fee and know where it is ; but let it not be here. 
Reprefent the defeft of the Prayers, in the words of. the 
former Addrefs. 

Colonel Titus.] I would not have the words of the 
Addrefs, " that the King's Commands are not fully 

N 4 obeyed.'* 
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obeyed/' That will imply, as if the King's Commands 
have been obeyed in part. 

Rejdvedy That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Ma- 
jcfty, to reprefent to him, that his Majefly's Commands, for 
compofing an additional Prayer, or Prayers, [to be ufed on 
Wednefday next,] relating to the horrid Plot and Confpiracy, 
have not as yet been obeyed, [no mention being therein made 
of the Papifts, &c. J and that the Members of the Privy Coun- 
cil carry it. 

Mr William Bedlow * was then called in, to give an account 
concerning the murder of Sir EdmunSury Gcdfrey^ as alfo con- 
cerning the Plot. 

Sir "Thomas Littleton,] I would have him afked only, 
whether he has been examined by any judicial Power be- 
fore he came hither, to the end tliat he may not recede 
nor go back from what he fays. 

Sir Thomas Meres.'] I would have the truth from him, 
without alking him the kaft qgefiion ; and tjike care that 
>ye do not in the leaft invalidate his Teftimony, when he 
IS to give it at Tryals. If he will tender any Narrative 
in writing, you may accept of it, but I would not intrd-- 
duce him by any queftions. 

Mr Bedlow was brought to the Bar, 

The Speaker.] Mr Bedlow^ You are brought hither 
for enquiry into the Popifli Plot, and the murder of Sir 
Edmundbury Godfrey, The Houfe leaves it to ypurfelf to 
take your own way how you came to the knowledge of 
jr, and what induced your difcovery. /■ 

• This William Bedlonx) had for- by many falft names, by which 

jnerly been a fervant to Lord Bd- he had cheated many perfons. 

l(ifiij afterwards anEiiAgn in Flan- He had gone over many parts of 

i^rj. About Michuelmas 1674 he /"r^/ir^ and 5^a/ir, as a man of Qua- 

was fent for over by Bar courts re- lity, and he had made a fhin'to 

commended by the Englijh Abbefs live on his wits, or rather by his 

p. Dunkirk^ and fo by degrees be- cheats," p. 432. 

came acquainted with the J^uits^ He was apprehended at M^ifttiU 

and was at lad generally employed by his own dciire, ana brought to 

as an Agent tor them, and lent Londony No^eviher 6, where a guaurd 

frequently with Letters into fo- was immediately aligned him fbr 

fcien parts. HiJi.ofthePlotj'p.iz'j, his fecurity, andapenfion for his 

Burnet {fySy ** Bedlonv had led fubfiftence, with a lodging at 

H v^ry vicious life ^ he had gone IfhitebaH^ Rafif\. 

Then 
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Then Mr Bedlow read a Narrative, which he prefented to 
the Lords *. All the Information he then gave at the Ba;*, re- 
lating to the Plot, is fully mentioned in the Tiyals of the 
Murderers of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey^ and others of the Tray- 
tors, &c. He withdrew. 

Upon fome reflefticns he made, of Correfpondences in Hutty 
for betraying the Deputy Governor, 

Colonel Rigby faid,] I have the honour to be Deputy 
Governor of //«//, and I defire Mr Bsdlow^s particular 
Examination whom this Correfpondence is with, that 
honeft men may be vindicated, and others pynilhed. 

Serjeant Maynard,'] I never knew^but that, upon pub- 
lication of Evidence, WitneJfTes were found out to con- 
tradidt that Evidence ; therefore I would have Mr Bed-- 
IovdJ% Papers kept private. 

■y\x SacheverelL'\ I would do this to prevent publica- 
tion : I defire that we may have thefe Papers fealed up 
till to-nlorrow, that we may fee they are the fame that 
Mr Bedlow read to us. 

{Ordered^ That the faid Papers be fealed up forthwith, and do 
fo remain till farther Order.] 

• In regard to the murder of in the North, the Earl of Ptnvis 
Godfrey f\it fwore before the two in South Wales ^ and that Lord A- 
Secretaries (JViw/.y.) in prefence rundel oi Wardour hadaCommiff 
ofhisMajeuyy ''Thatitwascom- fion to jgrant Commifllons to 
knitted in Somerfet-Hou/ey by Waljh whom he pleafed ; that Coleman 
aiid Le Pbairey JeJuitSy and two was a great agitator in Ac de- 
laymen;" at the lame time de- iigns againft the King; that he 
glaring alfo upon oath, " That he a/king them, ** Why he had not 
could fay nothing at all as to the beenlooner let into the fecret con- 
Plot that was then in queftion, " ceming the King's death,"— they 
But. on the very next day, be- anfwercd^^* None were permitted 
ing brought before the Lords, by to know it, but fuch as Lord BeU 
the Kjng s dire^ons, to give the lajis nominated," Here he flop* 
iame account be had done the eve- ped fhort, deflring tim^ to put his 
ning before to his Maiefty, (that whole Narrative in writing, which 
is to fay, concerning tne murder he faid he had begun. And being 
of Godfrey) he all at once made a afked " if he knew Titus Gates ? " 
tran:fition to the Plot, and declar- anfwered in the negative, without 
ed, *' that two of the perfonshe any refervation. Rahb, 
had named as the murderers, viz. Hi» farther Depofition was re- 
fTa/^ ^nd Le Phairey hzd inform- ported to the Houfe of Lords, 
ed mm, that the Lord BcUafs had from their Committee, by the 
4 CommiiTion to command fo^i Marquefs oiWincbefitry No<v, 12.^ 

Mr 
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Mr S.^cretary Coventry acquaints the Houfe, that Sir ElEs 
Leightcn's Papers were feized before he came to Dover j that he 
was fearched at his arri'/al at Dover ^ but he had no Papers about 
him to make much matter of; fome few Letters were found upoa 
his two maid fervants, and there being nothing againft him, I 
would know whether you would have him difcharged. 

Monday 9 November 11. 

On the High SheriflPs undue Return for the Borough of 
Northampton, 

Mr JVillicims.'] The Judges were of opinion, in the 
cafe of Sir Savitxl Barnardijton^ upon argument in the Ex- 
chequer chamber, " that an aftion of the cafe does not lie 
upon an undue Return made-, but that the Houfe of Com- 
mons may fine him for mifdemeanor." It is now an or- 
dinary thing to fpend 3 or 40G0/. upon an Ele6Hon in a 
Borough. I would therefore have you fine the Sheriff for 
this undue Return. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] This being the firft example of this 

kind, I would have the Seijeant take the Sheriff into cuC- 

tocly ; not to go abroad at his pleafure, but to keep him 

clofe •, and tliat is the reafon why you do not fend him to 

the Tower. 

[OrJeredyThzt Mr NeaJe, High Sheriff for the County <^Nor'^ 
thampton, be committed to the cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms; 
and Mr Ralph Adontngu * was declared duly clefted.] 

Mr Pcwle reports the Conference with the Lords, concerning 
the not ifluing out the Commiflioiis for giving the Oaths of Alle- 
giance and Supremacy, &c. The Lords giving your Managers 
no Paper, if 1 be not fo exaft in the Report as 1 mould be, yet I 
hope I {hall omit nothing material that the Lords delivered. 
** The Lords take in good part the zeal of the Houfe of Com- 
mons in this matter. They fay, that if the Commiffions, &c. 
had been ifl'ued out before the returns had been made of Papifts, 
or fufpcfted Papifts, there could have been no ufe made of them, 
for they could not have been executed : [That neverthclefs] the 
Lords thought it not enough to tell ydu, that there was no neg- 
ligence of the Chancellor in the m.atter ; but that, with all the 
care that poflibly could be, the Commiffions will be brought to 

* Then Ambafiador. in France, and afterwards Duke of MontagM. 
The rtafon of his getting into Parliament will appear hereafter, 

the 
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Ac Juftices by TImrfday : The Lords have had the matter m 
DelMite, and what limitations fhould be for aged and infirm 
people, wiom it would be hard upon, a fevcrity they fuppofe 
the Houfe of Commons did not intend. In the Proclamation 
there is a prudential power [referved,] in fix Lords of the Cbun- 

. cil, [to grant Licences,] otherwife thofe that ftay would be in a 
tvorfe condition than they that go. [Peers of the Realm,] aliens, 
and foreign merchants, the Lords conceived were not within 
that Law: The Lords thought fit to infert this, that they need 

. not trouble themfelves with it — The Chancellor had acquainted 
fhe Lords this morning, that he had Commifiions ready for fix 
counties, included within that circle often miles ixom London^^. 
Though the Lords thought thefe exceptions reafonable, yet the 
Chancellor withdrew to have the Commifiions fealed according to 
^e Proclamation ; '* and fee now, Gentlemen, (the Lords faid,) 
you have your defu-es." 

' Sir Trevor Williams.] I would have you declare, by 
Vote, that whoever has a hand in this Conlpiracy may 
be declared a Traytor. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] You need not declare by Vote what is 
Llaw already. I hope fhortly you will fee them brought 
to punifhment as Traytors, the Plot being as clear as the 
fon that Ihines — I fee by the Lords Conference, that the 
wheels need greafing and oiling. We could not getfo 
inuch as Prayers from the Bifliops, for the Faft-day, to 
fnake mention of the Plot and Popery : I would therefore 
remind the Lords of the Bill before them of excluding 
Members of both Houfes that refufe the Teft ar^d 
Oaths, &c. 

Colonel Birch.] We fee difeafe upon difeafe, danger 
upon danger; if you cannot get that Bill, it is neither fafe 
for the King nor Kingdom. This gives the Papifls en- 
couragement — I would let the Lords Icnow, that, without 
that Bill, we cannot make one ftep in the fafety of the 
King and Kingdom. 

. Sir Nicholas Carew.] If we have not this Bill, I know 
not what will become of us, fhould we be under the 
purfe of a Popifh Prince. I would therefore remind the 
Lords of it. 

Mr Bennet.] If the Popilh Lords be in the Houfe, and 
{he Duke be a Papift, we can do nothing without this Bill. 

Colonel 
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Colonel nttis. ] Without this Bill we (hall be like Phyfi- 
cians that make very learned difcourfes of the diieafe of the 
patient, but give no remedy, till the patient be paft remedy. 
If all Papifts cannot pretend that they have cither Law- 
fuits to follow, or that they are fo old, or fo young, that 
they cannot go out of town, it is ftrange. Whp are they 
that are gone ? They are fuch as have no friends, and are 
moftly the inconfiderable part of them ; but the confider* 
able part of them are left behind : It is as if Coachman 
and Footmen were turned away for Papifts, and yet they 
may have a Jefiiit for their Steward. 

Dat veniam corviSy vexat cenfura columbas. 
Unlefs this Bill pafs, we can do nothing. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] This Bill is to clear the fouBtain 
of Law, for our time, artd to take from the King great 
men conttantly at his ear to difturb him — We have as 

* 

much right to our places in Parliament, without any 
Oaths and Tcft, as the Lords have — And we muft be 
turned out if we are Papifts, as we have done lately with 
two of our Members (Swale and Strickland.) I would wil- 
lingly difcourfe this point a little with the Lords, and have 
our parchment Bill again at a Conference. Conferences 
cannot be fecrct. There will be ftanders by. , This Bill 
v/ent fairly on with the Lords till Friday laft, and you 
know what we did that day — (Debate on the removal of 
the Duke of York.) I would have the Lords fairly and 
foftly proved, to remind them of this Bill. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] This way of fending Meflage^ 
to the Lords, and diey to us, to remind one another of 
Bills, is not very ancient, yet has obtained upon us. You 
may add fome quickening words in your Mefiage in re* 
citing the Bill, " upon which the fafety of the King and 
Kingdom depends." 

Serjeant Maynard.] In the great danger the King and 
Kingdom are, I wonder at the reafon this Bill is retarded. 
The Popifh Lords fay, " it is their inheritance to fit in 
the Lords Houfe without Oaths or Teft, and what will 
become of the Peerage of the Lords if they fuffer fuch a 
change ?" But will they put any thing in balance with the 

fafety 


Ditbates in Parliament in 1678. 189 

fafety of the KiQg, Religion, and Government ? No man 
can claim an inheritance, but by lawfiil marriage, and no 
lawful marriage but by a Prieft. And how have we been 
married thefe hundred years ? Eftates and Honours muft 
come by defcent in legal matrimony, and that muft be 
by the Bifliop's Certificate, and that muft be by Popifti 
matrimony : I propound this only, for I do not know 
, what changes may be heareafter, fhould Popery be fettled 
amongft us. 

The Lords were reminded of the Bill by a Meflage, [with the 
words annexed that were propofed above, by Sir Thomas Littleton.^ 

TueJHay, November 12. 

A Motion being made to addrefs the King to recall Sir IFil^ 
Cam Godelphin from his Embafly in Spairij &c. as one accufed of 
Trcs^n, 

* Mr Secretary Coventry faid, ] Gcdolphin ftays only to 
dlfpatch fome bufinefs of the King's. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] I would have the Addrefs be, 
** That he be recalled to anfwer fuch crimes as are ob- 
jcftcd againft him in relation to the Plot." 

Sir hiicholas Cctrew.'] That he (hould be ftill fufFered to 
be in Spain is like all the reft, and I do not wonder at it. 
- Sir Thomas Clarges.] I think an Ambaflador has the 
power of a Prince in his houfc where he is Ambaflador, 
which may be of very ill confequence in this Gentleman. 

Rjfolved^ That an [humble] Addrefs be [prefentedj to his 
Majefty, to define that Sir ft^illiam Godolphia^ [ixisMjRJdky*s Am- 
baffiubr in Spain^] being accufed of [High] Treafon, may be 
called home to anfwer the accufation. 

Sir Thomas Lee] I cannot but obferve, that fome of 
the Kings houfes are harbours for Papifts. Thofe places 
are out of the jurifdiftion of Juftices of the Peace ; theie- 
fore I would know, whether there are direftions to the 
Officers of the King*s family to give the Oaths there, 
that that place may be clear of them, as well as the poor 
fhopkeepers fent out of town. 

Colonel Titus.] As I liear, when the BiHiop of London 
did procure a Proteftant Church at St James*Sj it was ob- 
je&ed againft it, " that it was an inconvenience that great 

numbers 
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numbers of people fhould refort to any of the Kingfj- 
houfes ; " but Papifts may, it feems. A Member of the 
Houfe intended to go to, church there, but, it feems, he 
was miftaken •, he was in the wrong box, for he found 
upon the door, Pray for the fouls offucb and fuch departed 
this life ! It was a Popifh Chapel, and they were going to 
Mafs. 

Mr Miles Fleetwood.] Affirmed it. 

Mr Powle.] You will never be free from Plots, till 
fVhitehall be free from Papifts. I would addrcls the 
King, that the Oaths of Allegiance arid Supremacy may 
be tendered to all perfons within any of the King's Houfes ; 
unlefs to fuch perfons (jeeritigly) as are licenfed by the 
Privy Council. By this means, you will, in a great mea- 
fure, take off the afperlion of this being a State Plot. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] In the late King's time there was 
an Addrefs made to the King, for removing all . per-, 
fons from the Queen's attendance, who were not Pro- 
teftants. 

Mr fVilliams.'] In 3 James^ and 35 Hen.VUL (I find 
it not repealed) there is a particular Oath direfted and 
prefcribed by that Statute by fpecial Commiflioners to be 
tendered to all the King's family. They that refufed it 
were executed for Traytors. It was Sir Thomas Adorers 
cafe — I move that Oath may be tendered them* 

Sir fVilliam Coventry. 1 Concerning the giving thci Oaths 
in the King's Houfes, I know nothing ot the prefcnt Ar-. 
tides of the Queen's Marriage, which have ever been kept 
in mifts. When the Crown bf Portugal^ in the necfcffity 
they were in for us, married the Queen hither^ I believe 
there were no greater Articles of Marriage in favour of 
the Popifli fervants, than we fee in Mr Rujhworth's Col- 
Jedions, when the Match was in treaty with Spain \ and 
thofe Articles, when the late King married into France \ 
and thofe Articles were for foreign Popifh fervartts only; 
and no Articles about Popifh fervants are in being of 
longer date than the Marriage with the lare Queen. — ^It 
is faid, this Queen has but thirteen Popifh fervants. 1 
have not heard of above that number ; but as to the 
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Plot of taking away the King's life, a lefs number than 
ijiat may do that horrid thing. — If the King be murder- 
ed, will they make him alive again ? But if the King be 
ip fuch danger by the Papifts, it is enough to cancell that 
obligation of Marriage. — This would be a condition, to 
create terror to the King. The very Law of Nature would 
make fuch conditions void, and I would not have you 
countenance it. 

Sir Thomas Merest] In the laft Bill, about giving the 
Teft and Oaths, &c. all the Queen's fervants were to 
tdce it, except the Queen's Portugal fervants. Articles 
of Marriage cannot bind againft the Law of the land ; and 
I- would have it fo. 

Mr Secretary Pf^illiamfon,'] It is truly faid by Coventryy 
" that fuch Articles are of no longer date than the late 
Queen's time." You will find, in thofe Articles, " that 
all the> Queen's fervants (hall be French^ and fuch as die 
Ihall be filled up as the King fhall approve of them ;'* and 
the Articles relating to this Queen are the fame — Do you. 
think fit that the King fliould difallow the fame fervants 
that he has put in with his own approbation ? 
■ Sir William Coventry. ] I had forgot, before Williamfon 
put me in mind by faying, *' thefe were the fame Articles 
that were made in the late Queen^s Marriage.'* Tlie prac- 
tice of thofe Articles was not the fame as this is ; for the 
French fervants were fent away upon another account than 
thefe are ; but . there is much more reafon for thefe •, for 
Ais is a confpiracy againft the King's life, and the fend- 
ing away of thofe French fervants then was not thought a 
breach of the L.aw of Nations. 

Refilvedy That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Ma- 
jcfty, to defire his Majefty, that a fpecial Commiilion may be.. 
iflued forth, for tendering the Oaths of Allegiance and Supre- 
macy to all the fervants of his Majefty and his Royal Highnefs, 
and to all other perfons (except her Majefty 's Portugal fer- 
vants} relidlng within his Majefty's Houfes of JVhitehall^ Saint 
yame/s, and Somerfet-Houfe^ and all other his Majefty's Houfes, 

SirlVilliam Coventry.'] There may be fome doubt in the 
words*' refiding within his Majefty 's Houles, &c/' Some- 
thing does occur to me which happened in Cromweirs- 
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time, when they fearched for perfons about a Plot, &C* 
At the Houfe where I was fearched for, they made a fuc- 
cefsful He, by faying "that I lodged in the Inns of Court, 
and might be found there ;'* fo by change of drels I faved 
myfelf : The Inns of Court were never generally fearched, 
unlefs for fome particular perfon ; therefore I would have 
a Commiflion to give the Oaths to all thofe that have 
lodgings in the Inns of Court. 

[This was alfo Ordered^ in manner following : ** And that 
there may likewife fpecial Commiflions be iflued forth, for ten* 
dering the faid Oaths to all perfons refiding within the two Ser* 
jeanis-Inns, all the Inns of Court, and Inns of Chancery •**] 

Colonel Titus.'] I was ftiowed a Manacle, found in 
Somerfet-Hoiife : I know not what ufe they are for •, nei- 
ther do I deli re to try. (The Manacle was produced.) 

Mr Sacheverell reports Mr Atkins*^ Examination, [taken in 
Newgate^'] ace u fed by Mr Bedlow of being one of thofe that 
had a hand in Sir Edmundbury Godfreys murder« 

Mr SacheverelL] I muft needs fay thus much of him, 
that he is as ingenious a man to fay nothing, as ever 
I heard. He fays, '' he was never in Somerfet- Houfe for 
fome months before ;** and knows not where Godfrey was 
on Saturday^ Sunday^ or Monday. 

[Mr Secretary JVilliamfon acquainted the Houfe, that, in jJur- 
fuance of the fecoiid Addrefs of the Houfe, tou<^ing a particu<* 
lar Prayer to be ufed on Wednefday^ his Majefty had given or- 
der, that the Pravers fhould be altered.] 

\JVednefday^ November I'l.YzSt-^z^. Xix Btillingfieet^ Dean 
of St PdUCs^ preached before the Houfe.] 

T'hurfdayy November 14. 

A Meflage from his Majefly^ delivered by Mr Secretary 
JVilliamfon. 

« C. R. 

** His Majefty having confidefed of the Addtefs 6f this Houfe 
of the 1 2th mft. defiring his Majefty,' ** That a fpecial Com-. 
rtiiflion maybe iflued forth, for tendering the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy to all the fervahts of his Majefty and his Royal 
Highnefs, and to all other perfons (except her Majefty's Portugal 
fervants) refiding within his Majefty*s Houfes oitVhtehaU^ Saint 
jfafnes'Sy and Somerfet-Houfe, and 9JI other his Majefty *s Houfes > 

and 
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ZfySi that there may likcwife fpecial CommifEons be iffued forth,- 
ifx .tendering the faid Oaths to all perfons refiding within the 
two Serjeants Inns, all the Inns of Court, and Inns of Chan- 
cery," his Majefty is pleafed that this Anfwer be returned : 
That as to all his Majefty's own fervants, all the fervants of his 
Royal Highnefs, and all other perfons refiding in Whitehall^ Saint 
yanus^s., Somerfet'Houfe^ or in any other of his Majefty's Pa- 
laces or Houfes (except the menial fervants of the Queen and of 
the Dutchefs) as alfo all perfons within either of the Serjeants 
Inns, or any of the Inns of Court or Chancery, his Majefty 
willingly grants it: But as to the Queen's menial fervants (who 
are fo very inconfiderable in number, and within the Articles of 
Marriage) his Majefty doth not think it fit : And his Majefty 
cauiiiot but take notice, that, in a late Addrefs from the Houfe 
of Peers., for prohibiting all Papifts to come to Cour^, the 
menial fervants of the Queen and Dutchefs were excepted : And 
his Majefty hopes this Houfe will proceed with the fame mode- 
ration as to that particular. Given at the Court at ^to^yi>^//, 
the 14th day o{ November^ 1678." 

[Mr Secretary TVtUiamfon added, That his Majefty had al- 
i'eady ordered his Letters of Revocation of Sir William Godolphin^ 
and that he had a perfon in his eye to fucceed him.] 

Sir William Coventry .'I It is not an eafy matter to paf^ 
over, that the Lords of the Council Ihould give their 
confent to Articles of Marriage, agaihft the Law of the 
Land. Univerfally the laft Queen's fervants were Pro- 
teftants ; but here is a point now that concerns the King's 
fafety. It is faid, " that the King's Popifti fervants are 
not above feventeen." Are not feventeen, or twelve, 
enough to do a mifchief that feventeen hundred year$ 
cannot repair ? They that have the keys of the King's 
lodgings, and accefs to his perfon, by their attendance, 
are they not enough to let in more ? It is no fecurity at 
all for the King, fo it deferves your confideration. It \% 
fit to appoint a time, a farther day, to confider of it. 

^\x Thomas heeJl I think that bufinefs muft not af all 
keep cold ; and therefore I am for 4 fecond. Addrefs to 
the King in this matter. There are a body of men at 
Somerfet'Houfe^ that call thcmfelves the King's fervants, 
and are fo many Priefts. Therefore I move for a fecond 
Addrefs, that they may all have the Oaths tendered them. 

Vol, VI. O Mr 
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Mr Secretary IVillidmfon.'] There is a difference be*' 
tween the Queen's fervants and the Dutchefs's ; one* has; 
them upon Articles of Marriage,^ the other not. But it. 
is faid, " this is a ftipulation againft Law, and there- 
fore void.'* But it has beqn fo ever fince the Reforma- 
tion. The late Qiieen's Marriage had that ftipulation, 
and I never remember that it was excepted againft in the 
height of the fears and jealoufies of Popery in the Parlia- 
ment of 1 64 1 . All the French fervants, indeed, were turned 
away, but they were fo partly by the Queen*s confent, but 
with theKing's confent fuperior. But one part of the demand 
of the King of Fr^»^^, in 1627, was about that matter* 
But where ftipulations feem befides, or againft the Law 
— one Article of the Marriage, in 1625, was, ** that the 
Articles Ihould be confirmed in Parliament.*** I offer, 
therefore, that this Marriage of the prefent Qwen vas a 
more favourable one, and a more honourable one, th^ 
any that has been formerly ^ for befides trade and the 
fuccefTion of the Crown of Pcrtugal^ if the Marriage 
had been blelTed with children — The Portugal fervants 
you in your judgments have pafied by — She brought 
over Portugal fervants, intending to eftablilh her family 
of all Portugal fervants — But the King fent them home ; 
and it is wholly in the King that they are not all Portugal 
fervants — The King*s nature is fo good, that you may ima- 
gine it will go near with him to deny this Houfe any thing, 
and to put this hardfhip on the Queen, near the perfon 
of the King, to have no fort of number of Papifts, it be- 
comes you not to endeavour it — I humbly offer itj not to 
renew any Addrefs of the nature moved for, the number 
being not near any matter of importance — I fpeak this as 
my place induces me, but much more as my reafon indu- 
ces me to it. 

Sir George Hungerford.] 1 am forry that this Anfwer 
from the King fhould give countenance to Popifh Priefb 
in the Duke -s family. The misfortunes of the laft King 
were much from a Popifh Marriage j and I wonder it 
fhould be prefied as an inftance. 

Mr 
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Mr Powle.] The honourable perfon, {IVilliamfon^) tells 
'you, " That in all times fince the Reformation, Articles 
have been the fame about the Queens Marriages, &c.''* 
I rife to tell you^ that he is miftaken. In Queen Eliza-^ 
betFs Treaty with the Duke of Anjou^ look upon thofe 
"Articles in the Cabala^ and Walftngham\ Letters, and 
*you AVi'll find another kind of reftricftion. There it was 
exprefsly provided, '' that no Englijh Papift fhould be 
iervant, &c. and the Duke was to have no public cha- 
pel, and Mafs only faid in his private lodgings." Now 
to come up to the bufinefs before you^ it is the judg- 
ment of the nation, that thePapifts have broken through 
all your Laws, and planted themfelves in his Majefly's 
Court, Council, Navy, and Army. Princes and all men 
are prevailed upon by thofe near them, and what op- 
portunity they may have to attempt the worft of defigns, 
any man rhay judge. Sit filent under this, and you con- 
%Tm the world that we apprehend no Plot againft the 
King — Thefe Articles having reference to the French 
Articles ; yet in them they have things exprefsly con- 
trary — If we depart from this, the Lords may from 
our Bill, and therefore I move for a fecond Addrefs, &c'. 
Mr Laurence Hyde.'] I find a great difference of tem- 
per from what we had at the beginning of the Seflion. 
When this began, we had great regard to a good cor- 
re{pondence betwixst the two Houfes. The King takes 
notice, in his Meflkge, " That the Lords would exempt 
the Queen's and Dutchefs's fervants ^ *' and it is forrie 
. kind of Anfwer from the King. Now I hear it faid, " If 
you do not this, you do nothing" — -As to the Articles 
of Marriage, if the King approves not of Catholic fer- 
vants, Ihe is to have none. There is no obligation upon 
l^e King, but that of decency ; and I hope you will not 
determine the thing, till ' you have maturely confidered 
• of it. ' 

Mr Sacheverell,'] All about the King, that are not Pa- 
pifts, methinks, ftiould defire, that the fervants of the 
Queen and Dutchefs fhould have the Oaths tendered 
them, that they may not lie under the fulpicion of giv- 
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ing Popifh counfels. What if the Lords do not come up to 
us ii> this of the Queen's, and Dutchefs's fervants, do we not 
know who they are that oppofe it ? It is ftrange we mull 
ta';e meafures from the Lords, when we know who fits 
th .re. This Meffage from the King about the Queen's, &c. 
fervants, is from the fame counfels ftill — Pray let u$, 
make thjs Addrefs, or do nothing — If we ^rc more ten- 
der of the Duke and the Queen than we are of the King, 
I beheve there is fomething more feared than the danger 
of the King. 

yix Waller.'] When the King intended to marry this 
Queen, the Infanta of Portugal^ Jie did a very ^)ecial 
thing ; he confulted the ParHament about his Marri^. 
I never knew that was done before. If you now take away 
the Englijh fervants, the Queen will have the more Pgr- 
tugal fervants ; it may be, double the number.— I would 
take care hereafter, how we approve fuch Marriages in 
Parliament. There is no nation under Heaven, where 
iPrinces do marry with one of contrary Religion, but 
England. — I would leave this as it is for the prefent, and 
prevent fuch Marriages for the future. 

Mr Secretary Cw^»/ry.] J acknowlege, that when a 
J^aw is eftablifhed by the two Hbufes, &c. it cannot be 
abolifhedby theKing; but as for baniftiing the Papift$ 
ten miles from Court, the King may difpenfe with that, 
and feveral other things. Now the Queftion is, whether 
the Portugal or the Englijh fervants are more dangerous 
to the perfon of the King. Englijh are more proper^ by 
relations and acqufiintance, to carry on a Defign. — This - 
will be a hardlhip upon the Queen, who has above two 
thirds of her fervants Proteftants. She brought over all 
Portugal fervants ; but Englijh were fworn into her fervic^ 
to her great regret, before fhe came, and her Family placed 
by the King's Authority : And it wals a great hardlhip 
upon her to have the Portugal krvznts removed. Let 
every man lay his hand upon his heart ; could, he bear this 
in his own Family ? The Lords having excepted the 
Queen's fervants, I leave it to you to confider whether 
you will not do the fame. 

Colonel 


l^ehates in Parltameht in i6jt. 197 

Colonel Birch.'] I would not ftand up, but becaufe you 
'&re moved to Ice fall the Debate, *' becaufe the Lords have 
agreed to the Queen's fervants , &c." The bufinefs infilled 
lupon is. Articles of Marriage^ &c. From" that fatal day 
that we approved the Marriage of the King with one of 
another Religion, there has been no true underftanding 
betwixt the King and us ^ — there has been fcarce Peace in 
the nation fince. This is allowed in no nation but obrs— 
Does that Gentleman fay that thofe Articles of the Queen's 
Marriage were brought us hither to confirm ? And you 
have heard what Articles Queen Elizabeth made when wfe 
were great— ^Is this a time to talk of At-ticles againft Law ? 
Are we now void of fears of the Papifts ? This bufinefs, 
I thinkj comes on purpofe to invalidate our Bill now with 
the Lords. Pray give no countenance to this matter now; 
It does not appear that there is any merit in the Qiieen^ 
to do this contrary to Law *, and pray do not. 

Sir William Coventry.'] Since this is before us, I wonder 
at the argument from the littlenefs of t-he number of thefe 
fervants, &Ci and the quality of the perfons. When there 
conies a thing before the ParHament agaiiifl: Law, Popery 
in the King*is Houfe, what will the common People think 
of lis ? That we are Papifts too. We are told of " our 
approbation of the Portugal Match •," and we told the 
King " we would ftand by him with our Lives and For*- 
tubes, wherever he pleafed to hiarry ;" but that was not to 
have Papifts in the Queen's Family and his own ; we 
confirmed them not ; it was againft Spain^ then an enemy 
to Portugal. A great man then told us, at a Conference, 
when it was communicated to us by the Lords, " that 
rfioUgh the King had not married with a Proteftant, yet 
it was with the only King that did not acknowleg^ the 
,Pope." (For then the King of Portugal and the Pope 
were at variance about the King's authority in nominating 
JSiihops.) It feems, they were not then fo well agreed as 
ftow they are. Whether the Pope did not acknowlege 
,the King of Portugal^ or he the Pope, was a Queftion : 
^But, 5pon this topic, the late Queen had but one Lady 
of the 'Bedchamber a Papift, and ihe not convidled nci- 
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then It was the Countefs Rivers. Certainly, there wa^ 
never fuch a thing thought of, as that Papifts fhould be 
in the King's Houfe, then. It is objefted, " fliall (he not 
have Englijh fervants to lead her to Church ? " She may- 
have Portugal Priefts. Surely fhe has not forgot her Fa- 
ther's language fo fcon, as not to underftand them. Our 
cafe is come to this *, the Party mull be difcountenanced, 
all the ways we can, by Law. I hear that, in this litde 
time of difcountenancing of Popery, people have returned 
from Popery, and been confirmed in our Church. Is this a 
time for us to flirink back } If there be a rough part in 
this bufinefs, it is fitter for us to aft it than the King, and 
then it may feem fmall from him. The King is God*s 
Vicegerent, and I would do as to him •, when we think we 
are in the right, redouble our prayers ; and I hope you 
will in this do fo to the King. 

Rcfolvedy Nemne contradicente^ That a farther Addrefs be 
prefented to his Majefty, for ifluing forth of Commiilions for 
tendering the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy to the menial 
fer\'ants of the Queen and her Royal Highnefs. • ' 

Sir William Coventry,'] We reminded the King of this 
in our Addrefs, as Cafus omijfus. In our former Addrefs, 
v;e went not by way of the Lords •, but in a thing, now 
made of this confequence, I defire you would confider 
whether you will go by the Lords. I offer it only. 

Sir Thomas Meres. ] We fee the danger of Papifts being 
in the King's Family, farther than the Lords. They were 
overcome at a Conference, about ifluing out the Coinmifll'- 
ons, &c. They granted the point. But we did not then lee» 
that there v/ere privileged places for Papifts. This Addrefs 
is only reforming an error of the firil Addrefe •, and in 
that Addrefs we v/ent alone, without the Lords. ' * • 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] The King is a great and generous 
Prince, and has no fears about him; but we may have 
for him. The Duke is but a fubjeft ^ and in the Bill of 
* the Teft, &c. the King's fervants are not excepted. Thi$ 
is but Cafus omijfus in our Addrefs, and but an emlgoation 
' of our former Addrefs, and this inferted in a Bill now de- 
pending with-the Lords. ' *■ 
' ' - ' Mr 
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Mr Sacheverell.'] I have letters from my own country* 
[Deriyjhire] *' that there are Papifts that Ipread abroad 
Books, to perfuade the people that there is no Plot." 
And fince we have not heard from the Lords all this while, 
I move you to fend to the Lords, to remind them of a 
Meflage we fent therti about printing Caieman*s Letters. 

Sir tVilliam Coventry. ] I hear that the Lords have made 
fome progrefs in your Bill, &c. I would not therefore in- 
terrupt them now. I have reafon to beUeve, that, v/hen that 
Bill is paffing, that of the Letters will have eafy paflage. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] It is faid, "this may interrupt our 
'Bill, Sec. The interruption would be little, but the thing 
great. It is a neceflity that thofe Letters be printed, for 
uniting and awakening all the Proteftants, now the Pa- 
pifts afe fent into the country by the Proclamation — It 
will expedite that Bill — Pafling that Bill will not give fo 
great fatisfadlion, as printing thofe Letters. 

Colonel Birch.] This Meflage will farther your Bill. 
Pafs a Vote now, and fend it up to-morrow, and I hope 
you will db this, and fomething elfe too. 

f A Meflage Was ordered accordingly.] 

[Mr Bedlow was then called in, to give his farther information.] 

Mr Bedlow at the Bar.] " What I can remember relating 
to the Plot, I will not conceal from the Houfe. I do acquaint 
the Houfe, that Father Conyers^ Lord 5^//^i's Confeflor, 
faid in my hearing, " that they only wanted opportunity of fhips 
to furprize Jerfey and Guernfey^ by French men of war lying at 
Brejij and that Sir Francis Katcliffe was to furprize Tinmouth 
Cajtte^^ I confefs that I have been a great rogue to the King, 
and my country, and if I had not been fo, I could not have re- 
vealed what 1 have done. And I will not bring more matter tp 
endanger myfelf, till I have the King's Pardon, becaufe I have 
fomethingto fay againft a great perfon near the King, and great 
' things. The King has promifed me his Pardon, as to Sir Ed-^ 
mvndbury Godfrey's murder, for difcovering what I know, and 
the Proclamation has pardoned me that j but for what I know 
farther, I defire my Pardon firft, before I fay any thing. I brought 
a Gendeman acquainted with a woman for his wife ; and it was 
to inhnuate myfelf into the acquaintance of the greateft gun- 
powder merchant in England^ the better to garry on the de* 
f\m. I fliall not conceal any thing, but humbly beg the Houfe 

O 4 will 
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will intercede to the King for a general Pardon for ftic. He 
withdrew* ' -* 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] Some of the crimes of the 
Jefuits are fo many, that they muft have a general Par- 
don ; they cannot elfe be fafe. 

Mr Sollicitor fVinnington.'] The Par-don for Mr Oates 
is at the Attorney General's Office, and will fliortly be 
at, my Office. A Pardon for a Jefuit mnft be general; 
tney are criminal under fo many Statutes. 

Sir Nicholas Carew.] Bedlow tells you, " he has great 
matters to fay, and of great perfons, therefore he would 
liave his Pardon, that he may reveal them, &c. for fear 
that great perfon he mentions fliould make him away 
before he can reveal the matters/' 

Ordered^ That an Addrefs be prefcnted to his Majeflyj for a 
general Pardon for Mr Bedlow, 

Fridayy November 15. 

Sir Tljcmas Littleton reports the Anfwer to the King*s Mef- 
f,ige, concerning the exemption of the Queen's fervants from 
the Oaths ; [which was agreed to by the Houfe, as follovTs : j 

" We your Majelty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjefts, the 
Commons in Parliament afiembled, having taken into confi- 
deration your Majefty's Meflage of the 14th inftant, do hum- 
bly render our Thanks to your Majefty for gracioufly conde- 
fccnding fo far to our defires, and willingly granting '* that a 
fpecial Commiflion be iflued forth, for tendering the Oaths of Al- 
legiance and Supremacy to all your Majefty's own fervants, all 
the fervants of his Royal Highnefs, and all other perfons refiding ' 
in IFhitehall^ St, James's^ Somerfet- Houfe ^ or any other of your 
Majefty's Palaces or Houfes, except the menial fervants of'^ the 
Queen and the Dutchefs ; as alfo all perfons within either of the 
Serjeants Inns, Inns of Court, or Inns of Chancery/' 

*' As to the perfons excepted in this your Majefty's MeflagCy 
Wc, your Majefty's Commons, do humbly advife your Majeffyy 
and renew our defires, that they may be comprehended* in the 
faidCommiffion; for which, we do, with all duty, lay before 
j^our Majefty the reafons following : 

" I. for the quieting the minds of your Majefty's good Pro- 
teftant fubjefts, who have a more than ordinary care and foUr- 
ciiude for the fafety of your Majefty's perfdh, by reafon of the 
notorious confpiracies of the Popilh party at this timc^ even a- 
j^ainft the life of your facred Majefty, 

•' 2. By 
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/ <« 2i By your Majefty's Proclamation, fet forth upon the 
Addrefs of both Houfes, for baniftiing Popifh Recufants ten miles 
fxQfii Londsftj there is no fuch reilri(9:ion. 

**.3. The difcouragement it would be to the whole kingdom* 
to fee fo great a negleil ; and the occafions that Papifts would 
take from thence to fay (as they daily do) that all our fears arc 
groundlefs. 

•* 4. It is too great a countenance to this dangerous faftion* 
^o are already come to that height, that it renders all manner of 
diicouragement, on that fide, necefFary. 

** 5» It is againft the Laws and Statutes of the realm; which, 
as they are prei'erved and maintained by your Majefty's authority, 
fo we affure ourfelves, you will not fuffer them to be violated 
in your own Family, and Royal Prefence, and upon the account 
of Popifli Recufants." 

On Sir John Erni/s Motion " for a Proclamation to banifh 
the Priefts and Jefuits out oi England ^^ 

Sir William Coventry. '\ Since the King canne in, there 
was never fuch a Proclamation ; and if there ftiould be 
fuch a Proclamation for Priefts and Jefiiits to depart the 
land, they would not believe you in earneft, feeing it has 
iiot been already done; and if they be in England now, I 
believe them to be fo great fools for Haying, as not to ht 
dangerous. 

Sir Thomas Lee.'] Til put Ernly upon a more effectual 
way to be rid of them than the Proclamation. In Breck- 
nock there was a Prieft taken and pardoned. Let them 
hear of another convifted and executed, and that will 
fend them away, and they will believe you are in earneft. 

Saturday, November i6, 

Mr Williams reports an Addrefs to the King, for ifluing out 
fpecial Commiflions of Oyer and Terminer for trying of feveral 
Priefts and Jefuits now in cuftody, &c. See the Addrefs at large 
in the Journal * 

Sir job Charlton and Mr Jphnfon^ two of the Juftices on the 
Welch Circuit, were reflected on for not trying Priefts and Je-^ 

♦ The perfons particularly nam- County Jail o^ Brecort, and Jamas 

tA in the Addrefs were Charles Qolker^ a EeneditVine Monk, who 

""Mihaine^ in cullody in the Borough a/lumcd to himfclf the title of Bi- 

oC Denhigbf Willmm Lloyd in the fhop q£ London. 

ftuts 
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fuits in cuftody in their Circuit [Lloyd and Mebaine. Ste thi 
Note.] 

'Mr John/on.'] I was at that AlTizes, fickj and I am 
credibly informed, that Sif Job Charlton did not fo much 
as know of their being in cuftody. The cafe of the 
Prieft is this : This Prieft (Lloyd) at Ludlow^ was pur- 
fued, and rode over half a dozen women and children. Hd 
was taken up and committed to prifon, for want of lure- 
ties for his good behaviour. There was a Mals-book 
found about him, and the King's Attorney General for 
that Circuit thought that evidence fo flight as not fit to 
indi<5t him. 

Mr IVilliavts.'] I will tell you what Sir Job Charlton 
knew of it. There was an Alderman of Denbigh that 
had the examination of this Prieft, and he found upon 
him a writing, importing his Order that he had taken at 
Rome •, the Alderman did acquaint Sir Job with his pro- 
ceedings, and aflced his ftdvice. It was intimated by the 
Alderman again, and a Habeas Corpus was defired. • The 
Alderman was frowned on by Sir Job^ and he told him, 
** He was fit to be tryed in the Borough, and not in the 
CotKity/** And this I will prove to be true. 

Sir William Coventry.'] I fpeak to the matter of the 
Addrefs. It is ftrange we cannot make complaint to the 
King that the Prieft is not tryed, without hearing Sir Job 
Charlton firft (as is moved.) If complaint be made to the 
King of another man, the King examines it ; but this is 
of your Member, and you carry it to the King as if you 
had examined your Member. It is hard to do it, and 
not to hear him firft. What reflects upon Sir Job^ I 
move, may not be in the Addrefs. I never remember 
him backward as to Popery, and I believe him a very 
good Proteftant. 

^\x Thomas Meres.] The Addrefs is only about fucha 
man, and he was not tryed. The word " wilfully" may 
be left out in the Addrefs (by the Judges, &c.) but in 
fa6l it was not done. That you may addrefs. 

Colonel Titus.] I believe the charafter that is given of 
Sir Jcb^ that he is a good Proteftant \ but fo much credit 

is 
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!fe to be given to your Member {Williams) that the fa6t 
was done — Sir Job is a Gentleman of the Long Robe, and 
did defire to be in a better condition than he was ; and as 
things were like to be, this is the way to rife, not to per- 
fecute that party. 

Sir *Tren)or Williams. ] Sir Job has a good place, and 
would be loth to part with it. There is not fo much as a 
Clerk in his Circuit, but he is turned out, if he does his 
duty — I befeech you, pardon me for telling you fo. 

Sir Eliab Harvey.'] I defire examples may be made in 
London as well as in the country. I defire that Colker^ t\it 
nominal Bifhop of London^ now in Newgate^ may be try- 
ed, and that it be part of the Addrefs, that a Commiffion 
of Oyer and Terminer may be, &c. for the City of Lon* 
don. 

Sir Thomas Lee^ upon Serjeant StreeteV argument^ &c/ 
I defire to know, whether the King cannot fend out fpecia! 
Commiflions of Oyer and Terminer ? 

Mr Williams.] In 26 and ^4. Hen VIII. the Courts 
of the grand Seflions o£ Wales arc made (landing Courts 
and (landing Judice, but, no doubt, the Law gave not 
the King that power; he might have done it before 
26 Hen.YIll. I am abundantly fatisfied that the King 
may try them by Commiffion of Oyer and Terminer, out 
ofSeffion. 

Serjeant Maynard.] There are no negative words in the 
Statute; the King might do it before the Statute, and 
may do it dill : But tryal of them in an adjacent county, 
that may be a quedion — A Commiffion of Oyer and 
Terminer in England is a Commiffion at common Law, 
and if in England^ why not ir^ Wales? But to be tryed in 
an adjacent county, I doubt that. 

Mr Sollicitor Winnington,] Boni judicis eji exemplificare 
jurifdi£lione7n fuam. No man doubts but the King may 
grant a Commiffion of Oyer and Terminer, in and out 
of Affize-time and Terms of Wales. There was one Rice 
Thomas tryed in an adjacent county, at Hereford., and 
it was the opinion of all the Judges. I would addrefs thvj 
.King for a Commiffibn of Oyer a^id Terminer, and rio 
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doubt but they that have the care of it will fee that it hi 
done according to Law. 

[The Addrefs was agreed to by the Houfe.] 

Sir Edward Dering,'\ We have made many Addrcfles 
to the King, and feveral Proclamations have been fent 
out •, but when all is done, they have not the force nor 
countenance of a Law. It is now fourteen days fince w6 
voted, *' that there was a Plot and Confpiracy of the Pa- 
pifts, &c.'* and the Lords promifed their concurrence for 
remedies for prefervation of the King's Perfon, &c. No- 
thing yet is done in it -, nor is the King's Speech confidfered j 
though we fat upon an unufual day {Sunday.) Are we 
bolder than we were, or fafer ? I think not. The people 
will think of the danger, according as we apply remedies 
to it. I declare, if nothing be done this Seflion for the 
^roteftant Religion, we have nothing remains but to 
make our graves, and lie down in them — I hope the means 
will be fuch as will rather import increafe pf your appre- 
henfions than diminilh them — I move, therefore, that you 
will not rife before you order a day to confider of fome cf- 
feftual remedy for the dapger you are in. 

Sir George Downing,'] The King has not only given you 
leave to bring in a Bill for fecuring the Proteftant Reli- 
gion, &c. in the Succefllon, &:c. but has provoked yoii to 
it particularly. You fee what is done, and nobody con- 
Vifted — Firft, the way of convidlion is fo difficult, and 
then, there is no execution of it. In Sweden^ they have 
the efFe<5t of the Law of gelding Priefts zndjifuits : They 
executed it upon the leaders, and have never been trou- 
bled with them fince* 

Sir Thomas Lee.] We have had Proclamation upon 
Proclamation for the forces to come out bf France*, and 
as long as French counfels prevailed, they came not 
over. At laft they came, when the King had made u^ be- 
lieve we fliould have War with France, and then they 
came at a time, when, perhaps, you had no mind of their 
con^-pany. It v/as about the time of the Plot. 

Sir Thnr/ias ClargesJ] There is fome remora as to oui* 
proceedings. The Attorney General is not yet inftriuft- 
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e6, in the Indidtrhents, &c. but till we have fatisfadion cf 
the Lords in that great Bill before tliem, I expedl no bet- 
ter. Therefore I move that we may break form for 
once, and that the Speaker may go himfelf, with the 
whole Houfe, to put the Lords in mind of that Bill — We 
fliall never do good, till that fountain be uncorrupt. 

Mr William Harbor d."] I am furprized that we are med- 
dling only with an Addrefs to put the Laws in execution 
^gainft Priefts and Jefuits. It is not ten or twelve 
JPriefts to be hanged that will do our bufinefs -, but I fee 
the danger is fo great, let every Gentleman lay his hand 
upon his heart — The danger is, as to our Lives, and 
Liberties, and Religion, and all we have dear to us in the 
1«rorld. I center my happinefs on the prefervation of the 
King's Perfon. I proteft I never go to bed but I cxpeft, 
jfhe next morning, to hear of the King's being killed — 
There is nothing fo neceffary to you as the care of the 
King's Perfon. I have not the honour to fee the King 
often, and I know not what care is taken of him — I would 
therefore appoint fome time, this afternoon, to take that 
intoconfideration; efpecially when 5/tf/fy, a Catholic, faid 
yefterday, " That if nobody would kill the King, he 
would." The cafe being fo, let us all exprefs our loyalty 
-^We are told, " That the Bijl we fent up to the Lords, 
about the Oaths and the Teft to Members, has not re- 
ceived that good ufage as formerly, but is laid afide ; and 
that a great many perfons that pafs for good Proteftants 
cppofe it with all their reafon imaginable." This urges 
me to move you, that all perfons that oppofe thefe things 
piay be removed from the King's Perfon and Councils—^ 
Let him be never fo great, he is not too big to be remov- 
jbd-TT-Pray fit this afternoon, and confider jt. 

Mr StcvtidLvy Coventry J] The fafety of us all is in the 
King's Perfon, I agree ; but 1 have wondered at one 
pmiflion. In the Proclamation for difcoverers of the 
murder of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ^ there was a reward : 
Mr Oales came in voluntarily, and difcovered -the inten- 
tion of the King's murder, without any condition of Par- 
don. As yet there has been no Proclamation of reward 

for 
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for difcovery of that defign — I cannot go along with Har- 
bord^ &c. for " removing from the King's Councils the ob- 
flruftors of the Bill with the Lords." We are in great 
danger by the Plot, &c. but no man can bring us into 
greater danger, than to take notice of what is done in the 
Houfe of Lords — If you vote that, you take notice of 
what is done there. It is the opinion of the Houfe, 
that, when your Bill is returned, then you may take notice 
of the delay — If once we come to confound Privileges 
of Parliament, I know not what that will come to. I 
would rather fit long in the forenoon than adjourn to 
the afternoon — You have Committees depending, and I 
would have this matter confidered another day. 

Mr Bennet.'] I will not enquire into the Lords aftions, 
but when men of that Houle talk high (Lord Halifax) 
without doors, and within are for Popery-, when a Mini- 
fter of State fhall plead for Popery ; if he be not a Papift, 
that man is obliged to Papifts for his being there — I have 
faid always, and am ftill of the fame mind, " that if the 
Duke be a Papift, you muft come there and remove him.** 
If that be hard, then tolerate Papifts, and that is eafy ; and 
you may let the King's throat be cut by Irifi Pipifts— 
Monday is appointed to confider of theDuke*s removal from 
the King's Prefence and Councils, &c. and till that day 
I will think of nothing elfe, and by it ftand and fall. 

Sir William Hickman,'] Though we cannot take notice 
of vv'hat is done in the Lords Houfe, yet we may fay that 
the Bill goes not on. Therefore I would remind theni oif it. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] When a pleurefy is in the cafe, a phy- 
fician will not tell you how much blood he will take 
from his patient, but furely . he will not take away all, 
but by little and little, not to kill him — Do this matter, 
in the Addrefs to the Lords, by degrees. 

Mr JValler.] I have my fears of the King's life, &c. 
and if any man be not afraid of it, I am afraid of him. 
The greateft fence about the King, is to order matters 
fo as that the Papifts fhall be never the nearer in their de- 
fign to fettle Popery, if they (hould take away the King, 
by making unalterable Laws •, and then you may have 

your 
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your ends — This is not the firfl: time you have urged 
the Lords about difpatch of Bills. In Edward the fixth*s 
time we had the Reformadon carried on by the 5^- 
^nours (the Speaker's family.) Queen Mary was devout 
in her way ; but ihe would not return the Abbey-lands 
to the Fryars, though fhe did the Roman Religion. The 
Parliament then loved their Religion well, but their 
Lands better. By this Bill with the Lords, ipfofa^o a 
man lofes his place in both Houfes if he takes not the 
Oaths and Teft. Take off one wheel, and the coach 
cannot go. If Queen Mary would not c6mply with the 
Houle of Commons, they would not comply with her — 
When the Powder-treafon was, there were no Lords in 
the Plot, and fo they had no Oaths given them (though 
ibme were imprifoned for milprifion.) But there are 
Lords in this Plot now — .The Lords fay, "it is againft 
their inheritance to be put out of the Houfe, if they take 
not the Oaths." But the Commons have hitherto nar- 
rowed their inheritance, by taking the Oaths, &c. at 
the door, before we take our places, which the Lords 
did not. Have not the Lords parted with two thirds 
of their inheritance, in the Statute of convi6Hon for 
Popery ? In 1 642 fome Lords went away to the King 
at Oxford^ and fome ftayed at Wefiminfier^ and both fat as 
the Houfe of Lords, &c. but it is ftrange that fome Lords 
fliould fit in the Houfe by one Supremacy, and fome by 
another — I would go in a body to remind the L«ords of 
our Billj, but I would have you confider of Precedents for 
doing it. 

Mr Bennett on Mr PepysV proffering to have the Navy 
/smfidered. ] If Pepys can give you an account how Popery 
came to be planted in the Navy, I would hear him willingly. 

Mr Hampden.^ This Bill is not only obftrufted by the 
Papifts, for there are not Popilh Lords enough to obftrudl 
it only. I move that the Speaker may go up to the Lords 
with the Mace, and tell the Lords, *' that this Houfe con- 
ceives this Bill to be of great importance, and defires their 
Lordfhips to difpatch it.'* The thing has been done 
before. 

Sir 
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Sir William Coventry. '\ I like very well to quicken the 
l,ords in pafiing this Bill. Tke apprehenfion is that you go 
a new way \ and by the artifice that may be ufed that you 
go a new way, may create yet more delay in the Lords. As 
we hear what pailes in the Lords Houfe, they hear what 
pafies in ours. I ipeak not to retard the bufinels. Thofc 
who make ufe of artifices to retard the Bill now, will 
much more upon your doing a new thing, as this way of 
MelTage is. 

Lord Cavendijh.'] The confpiracy againft the Kill's 
Life, Religiofi, and the Government, is a new thing, and 
therefore no wonder new remedies are applied — ^I would 
tell the Lords, " that, till this Bill pafs, they make an ob- ' 
ftruftion to the remedies for prefervation of the Nation/* 

Sir Nicholas Care^iv.] I am much taken with our zeal 
for this Bill, but I would have Precedents for what we 
do. If there be none, it may be an obftruftion to what 
you are about. I would give no juft taufe of ofience to 
the Lords — If there be Precedents, I am for it ; if not, 1 
?m againft it. 

Mr Powle.] I am as much for getting this Bill dif- 
patched as any man, and there is nothing more proper to 
preferve the King's Perfon than the removing Papifts from 
his Prefence and Councils -, but I am not much for this 
way. My reading and experience do not fumifh nie 
widi much of this kind. Will you go to the Lords Bar 
bare-headed, as you do when the King is there ? And 
confider whether it will be agreeable to your dighijty to 
go, as a Houfe, in a body. What i^ done- at Con- 
ferences and MeiTages, is done only as Meflengers of the 
Houfe. 

Sir Thomas Lee,] You are not yet prepared for Prece- 
dents in this thing. It is too low for you to go in a body, 
and that is a refpeft the Lords cannot quarrel at — At a 
Conference our Managers go bare ; and that is the whole 
Houfe that goes, and it is becaufe the King is fuppofed to 
be there. 1 here is no danger that the Lords will quar- 
rel with you for giving-them refpeft; but whether it will 

' become 
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becdm'e your dignity to do it, pray confider. I believe 
there are precedents of doing it. 

Mr SoUicitdr JVinnington.'] I am little experienced in 
thcfe proceedings, but I. have conferred with ancient 
Members about thehi. As to the Meflage to the Lords, 
&c. all agree \ but if Carried in an Unufual manner, the 
Lords will take exceptions. As we cannot but hear 
what they do, fo they' hear what we do. Therefore, 
when all is at flake, we know not how fome ftroke may 
•be given. We are unanimous for going to the Lords \ 
\^ Ibme honourable Perfon carry the Meflage. 

Mr Secretary Coventry carried the Meflage thus : 
.** The Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles in Parliament af- 
fembled, reflecting on the imminent dangers wherein the king- 
;iiom is involved, by the reftlefs Confpiracies of Popifll Recu- 
fants againfl: his Majefty's Perfon, and the Religion and Go- 
vern'meht eftablifhed, do find themfelves neceflitated to remind 
yonx Lordfhips for a fpeedy proceeding on the Bill before you, 
-entitled, " An Aft, &:c." without which they think themfelves 
unable to prepare any efFeftual remedies to prevent the evils that 
hang over us.*' 

Monday y November 1 8* 

[Mr Bedloiv was ordered to be forthwith fent for.] 

Mr SacheverelL] I move you to confider, whether, in 
honour, you can put Mr Bedlow upon naming perfons 
concerned in the Plot, till he has his Pardon from the 
King. Now I doubt whether, if the King gives him 
his Pardon, that can do him good, his Confeflion being 
to the Parliament ; and we know not how thofe great per- 
ibns he may accufe may interpofe to prevent his Pardon. 
Now confider whether it is for your honour to put this 
man into danger, before you fecure him his Pardon. 
YoCi may, in a few lines, in an A<5t of Parliament, af- 
iiire him of his Pardon. 

Mr Secretary Coventry. ] Mr Bedlow* s Pardon was or- 
dered by the King's immediate Warrant, and did not pafs 
by the ufual fprm. 

Mr SacheverelL] I am contented, if you let him know 
Vol. VI. P that 
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that the Houfe has /ent for him to know what he has to 
fay, without afking any queftions. 

Sir Thomas Lee. ] I oppofe not what the Speaker (ays, 
*' That none be fufFered to go out of the Houfe." You 
faw, the other day, that Colonel Macarty knew what you 
were doing. There are windows, as well as doors. I would 
have the outward doors fliut. 

The Speaker.] You break your Orders yourlelves ; 
Gentlemen going about, from place to place, to follick 
their own bufinefs. 

Ordered^ That the doors be fliut, and no Members go 
out*, &c. 

Mr Bedlow was brought to the Bar. 

The Speaker faid to him,] You are brought hither, by 
your own defire, to inform the Houfe of matters relating 
to the Popifh Plot. 

Mr Bedlaw,] I had fooner informed the Houfe of what I 
know, but I had no affurance of my Pardon. \ I have drawn i 
Narrative of what I can inform you ; and I give it upon the 
Oath I have taken before the Lords. — jftrd then he gave an ac- 
count of the fevtral Lordsy and Gentlemen^ and Pfiefts engagei 
in the Plotj the numbers of mcn^ andfumt of money they were t$ 
bring in j and that all the Catholics cf Englam} were engaged t$ 
be ready J upon the Sacrament (as ts to be fully feen in the printed 
relations) at the King^s death ; and then faid^ I hope I am fiirc 
cf my Pardon, for I have many great men my enemies.** 

The Speaker.] You have the Houfe for your friend, 
and aflurarlce of your Pardon. 

Bedlow v^ithdrew. 

Sir Nicholas Carew.} After fuch an Information as this, 
I would not fit ftill, and let thofe perfons, he has accuf^ 
ed, efcape. I move that Mr Bedlow may go to my Loid 
Chief Juftice, and make Oach of the Information he has 
given here, that the perfons may be feized. 

Sir John Knight.] One that Bedlow informs againft, 
viz. Sir Henry Tichhourn^ is- mentioned in ColemanWttters^ 
a great emiffary of the Popc*s. I would have it a&G^^^ 
jgnoves. 

^ Thii is not mentioned in the Journal. 

Sir 


tiehatts in Pariiament /« 1678* ±it 

Sif Thomas Lee."} In all matters about the town, with- 
in the Chief Juftice's eye, his Warrants have been fent out y 
but for perfons out of town I cannot yet hear he has fent 
any, I know not whether Sir Francis RatcUffe (one ac- 
cttfed) is yet feized. The Lord Chief Juftice has not fuch 
Meflengers as others of the Minifters have. 
^ Then the Speaker read Mr Bedlozv^s Paper of Information. 

Sir Trivor Williams. ] I * move to have Lord Carrington* 
feized and fecured, and that you would addrefs the Lords 
to have it done. 

Mr Bennett ] I would have thofe fecured that are par- 
ticularly named, under good fecurity for their appear- 
ance* As for the Lords accufed that are at liberty, I 
Would either impeach them, or fend to the Lords to fe- 
curcthem. 

Mr SacheverelL'] The beft fecurity for their appearance 
is, to fend to the Lord-Lieutenants of the Counties to 
fecure all their horfes. 

Sir Eliab Harvey,^ The Papifls generally have now 
extraordinary horfes ; four or five more than ordinary. 

Mr ff^lliams,'} You find feveral perfons accufed of 
High Treafon, and now you have more* confirmation. 
You took a method fome time fince, and you are not juft 
to thofe in prifon, if you go not the fame way as you 
have done with them. You fent to the Lord Chief Juf- 
^tice to iflue out his Warrants for them, and I would do 
fo now. 

Mr Sollicitor Winnington,^ If thofe particulars that Mr 
BeMow has communicated to you, had been to the Lords, 
then it had been proper for you to have gone another 
way ; but they having been firft communicated to us, 
we muft do our duty. One part of Mr Bedlow*^ Inform- 
ation is very particular, the other is general, of the 
Conlpiracf all over England. If you wrll direft that this 

• Bedhwy in his fecond cxami- and a proportionable number of 

nation, depofed, that Lord Car- men, in order to join Lord ^f/- 

rinpon was in the confpiracy, and lafis. Lord Carrington was com- 

al^ Lord Brtutenell; and that mitted next day to the cuftody of 

Lord Cam»^/^ was to raife 5000/. the Black Rod, 
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man may give Oath of his Information, or what 
dientyou will ufe if it can be, it may be better than before 
— If any man fwears Treafon againft another, any Ma- 
giftrate may commit the greateft fubjeft as well as the 
be ^ gar — Therefore I move that you will fend to my Lord 
Chief Juilice, to give him notice to come hither, and ^e 
Mr Bedlow his Oath. 

Sir "Thomas Lee.] Though the Houfe of Commons 
cannot give an Oath, yet they may go to the Lords, 
and immediately impeach the perfons accufed, without 
Juftices of the Peace taking the accufation upon Oath — 
The method of Parliament is, that if any man fay other- 
wife, upon Oath, to the Houfe of Peers, than he has 
faid to you, you may punifh him — In the cafe of Lord 
Clarendon^ he was accufed generally, without ipecial 
matter •, though then there was fome little dilpute with 
the Lords about it, yet this is a ground of fpecial matter, 
and you may go up to the Lords with it. 

Colonel Titus, ] I had rather that thefe perfons accufed 
fliould not be punifhed, than that they fhould have pow- 
er of punifhing me — I would have their horfes fecured, 
and a farther I'earch for arms*— I would not have the way 
changed we were in. Let my Lord Chief Juftice give Mr 
Bedl(rLV his Oath •, you have had good fuccefs in it, and I 
would go the fame way. 

Sir Jehu Ernly.] This Information of Mr Bedlow a- 
grees lb well with Mr Oales^ that it confirms his teftimo- 
ny. (^/?d then he gave an account of fome parties that were 
feen in Gloucefterfhire, armed and well horfed^Scc.) I would 
therefore go the fame way as we did before, by my Lord 
Chief Juftice's ifluing out his Warrants to apprehend thefe 
perfons accufed. 

Sir Gilbert Gerrard.] I fpeak to another point. The 
King is in greater danger than ever ; the Papifts are uni- 
verfally in the Plot. This is not the way, to take horfes 
from them •, they are all gone — I move that an Addrcls 
be made to the King, that he command at leafl: half of the 
Militia of England to be in readinefs, till we are in fome 
meafure fecure from the attempts of the Papifts. 

Mr 
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Mr Bennet.l Now to Ipeak plain, if ever Whitehall haS 
a ready guard in pay, you will not have the Militia. Why 
cannot the Militia be ready as well as men for 8^. a day? 
Let the Militia be in order, and then confider of difmif- 
(ing the Army. 

Mr VaughanJl The begetting new Motions is no great 
wonder in the danger we are in. Thofe moved firft are your 
firft confideration ; the reft may be after- confideration. 

The Speaker. ] Here is a concurrence to all Motions, 
There remains nothing' but to put the feveral Motions to 
the Queftion, in order. 

Ordered^ That Mr Sollicitor General and Mr If^tlUams do at- 
tend my Xord Chief Juftice of the Kings Bench^ to deflre him to 
come to thisHoufe to receiveMrSf^/^zc's Information upon Oath. 

Mr Sollicitor General reports, That, in obedience to the above 
Order, Nlv Williams and himfelf gave intimation to my Lord Chief 
Juftice, &c. who did immediately repair to the Houfe, and, ac- 
cording to his wonted diligence and chearfulnefs, is ready at the 
door to attend you. He was called in. Then 

• The Speaker faid,] We have had farther Information 
and difcovery of the Plot, which is the occafion of your 
Lordfliip's prefence here — The Houfe has full experience 
of your Lordfliip, and they need ufe no arguments to 
awaken your zeal, whofe aftions have been one continued 
a6t of duty and loyalty to his Majefty — That there may 
be no difcovery of the evidence, there is a perfon in the 
Speaker's Chamber, who does defire your Lordlhip to 
-take his Oath to an Information relating to the Plot. 

Lord Chief Juftice.] Mr Speaker, you fliall find me the 
fame man, and nothing, on my part, ftiall be wanting — When 
a knife is at my throat, I w^ill pluck it away, and Iftiall not 
ftand upon ufual forms — I fhall do your commands with all 
chearfulnefs. 

[The Lord Chief Juftice then withdrew into the Speaker's 
Chamber. ] 

Sir Samuel Barnardifton. ] You have had feveral motions 

made; pray give me leave to make one. Mv Arthur y the 

Merchant, has 100,000/. to lend them for the Corlfpi- 

racy. I defire a particular Warrant to fearch his houfe, 

to feize his perfon, and hi§ papers. I believe it may be 

for your fervice. 
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Mr Powk.'] I fhall revive the Motion for iccuring 
ourfclvcs by the Militia. The laft refort of our fafety is 
the power of the Laws, elfe they are but fb many pieces 
of parchment — Your legal force I would have countenanc- 
ed — I defire that we may move the King to have a third 
part of the Militia in a pofture to defend us, and fb to go 
round England. 

Mr Solicitor Winningt on.'] My Lord Chief Juftice craves 
leave to have one of his Clerks to affift him, one very 
dextrous at taking examinations. He defires leave that 
he may come to him. The doors are (hut, and without 
your leave he cannot come in, Leave was granted. 

Sir Adam Brown, ] Moft Papifts refort to Epfom^ and if 
you have but one third part of the Militia of that county 
in readinefs, they may rife and beat them — I am loth to 
put the county to more charges than need. But though 
our county [Stirry) has but one Militia Troop, yet Prince 
Rupert^ who is Lord Lieutenant, will, I am fure, take 
all the care he can to keep them quiet. 

Colonel Birch.'] That the burden may he equal, all 
England over, I would have one third part of the Militia^ 
certain in readinefs. 


Sir Richard IngoldJJ>y»\ 
are mod convenient to 


I think the horfe of the Militia 
3e employed. That charge Kes 
upon the Gentlemen only. The foot are ufelefs, and 
rnoftly lying upon the poorer fort — The horfe can be eve- 
ry where in the country. 

Mr Bennet. ] The great end of my Motion was, that 
the Militia might be guards to the King, and fo learn the 
ufe of their arms, and that the King might have no far- 
ther ufe of an Armv. 

Mr Hampden.'] You cannot do too much for your fafety, 
and no man is more ready to contribute to it than I am. 
But I defire you not to go an arbitrary way in this. Ap- 
point a Committee to know how the Law of the Militia 
ftands, and then yo\i may refo^vc upon Ibmcthing. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] Upon imminent danger no man 
will grudge doing fomething extraordinary. I may tcU 
you, that the King, Lords, and Commons can make an 

OrdiT 
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Qrdinatvie (which has the power of a Law) for the prefent 
irie of the MiUtia, till a Law may be made. You cannot 
make a Ihoc to fit every foot. 

Mr SacheverelL ] I am evet for that, in all we do, not 
to go Beyond the Law. In fome counties this cannot be 
done. I would therefore infpedt the Law of the Militia; 
and if you will caufe an infpeftion to be made into the 
Law, as is moved, I am for it ^ elfe againft it. 

Colonel 27/«^.] Can there be a greater Law broken than 
blowing up a man's houfe to prevent fpreading of a fire ? 
Your danger is great. If you flay for a Law, you may 
have your throats cut in the mean time •, therefore I move 
that you would addrels the King, &c. 

Sir Roiert Sawyer^] If you cannot give the kingdom 
an account in forty days that they are in fafety, it will be 
paft remedy, and one third part of the Militia may do it. 
I would alfo have the Sheriff, with the Pojfe Comitatus of 
the county, be ready to feize upon Papifts, and help the 
Militia upon occafion. And, as it was done in Queen 
J£lizabetV% time,- the principal Members of the Popifh 
body in all counties may be feized— -By Law, when the 
Kingdom is in danger, thofe perfons who are the authors 
of that danger fhould be fecured. 

Sir Thomas Lee.'\ I ani not of opinion, that, whilft the 
Parliament is fitting, you may go beyond Law. You 
may advife one thing, and the Lords of the Council 
another, and both againft Law, The Law of the Mili- 
tia is, *' That they are to be upon fervice fo many days, 
unlefs the King and the Privy Council think it neceflfary 
to be continued longer, &c, and then they are to be re- 
imburfed, &c." If at your requeft the Militia fhould pro- 
ceed to more days, before this goes round, you may 
make an Ad: of Parliament to fupply the defeft of the 
power of keeping them together — I hope this extraordi- 
nary duty of the Militia will not be done in our county 
(Bucks) for we have already tfiree troops of horfe quartered 
upon us, and that is fufEcient to fecure us, I hope, and 
we need not raife the Militia. 

P 4 * Refilvedy 
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Refohed^ That an humble Addrefs be made to his Majeftf, 
that the Militia of the feveral counties may be in readinefs, and 
that a third part of them may be raifed for a fortnight, -and that 
there be a farther fearch for rapifts arms. 

Mr J^augban.] You cannot anfwer taking away their 
goods, their horfes : But they ought to give good reafon 
for their fupernumerary horfes, or let them be imprifoned. 

Colonel 5ir^^.] I am riot for feizing the Papifts horfes. 
It may ferve a turn at one time and another too — I am a- 
gainft it upon any terms at all. 

Mr Powle.'] What is done, by the advice of the Lords 
and Commons to the King, has the force of a Law, and 
there is a great deal of difference, in the force, from what 
is done by the Privy Council — I would have the Co^- 
rtiitteeinftrufted for power to pay the Milicia upon extra- 
ordinary occafions, 

Mr SacheverelL'] Now that perfons are conftituted into 
feveral Offices and Employ men t$ by the Pope, I have a 
letter in my hand, that gives an account of feveral Popifh 
Officers that have received Commiffions fince the Houfe 
fat down ; and feveral Commiffions were figned by a 
Member of the Houfe, a Secretary of State, [fVilliam/on.'] 
The Recorder of C^^^r* can give you a farther account of 
it. If this be true, all you can do for your fafety is to 
no purpofe — Sixty Commiffions to Popiffi Officers have 
been figned fince the 20th of O£iober. 

Mr Secretary prUliamfon.] Thofe perfons that had the 
Commiffions were difmiffed •, and there was no ule of 
them in England^ and, by the King's command, they were 
fent into Ireland, They were perfons turned out by the 
Duke of Monmouth^ and were to be taken notice of as per- 
fons difmifled. It is true, that, upon examination, in my 
Office, Macarty^s^ which had been J)ungan^s^ four regi- 
ments, the Commiffions were given out free, without fee. 
It is not poffible to know, nor is it our part to know, who 
they are that have the Commiffions, but the General fent 
the Commiffions to the Secretaries, and what the men are 
muft be anfwered elfewhere. 

• Sir Giorge y^Jfr^s, after^fvards Lord Chancellor, &c. 

Mt 
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• Mr SacheverelL'] Since the matter is before you, I de- 
fire to know what need thefe men had for Commiffions, 
being difmifled from their employments ? Next, whether 
there are n:t Commiffions granted with Warrants of 
Dilpenfation from the Oaths and Tell to feveral Officers 
quartered here about town ? 

MrStCTttd.ryJVilliawfon.] There was an Order fromi the 
King, fince the Plot, to difmifs all the Popiffi Officers. 
All Orders are figned by the King, fince the Duke of ^Z- 
bemarleh death, and the Secretaries do counterfign them : 
The Orders are all concerted betwixt the King and the Duke 
of Monmouth. I muft own the counterfigning them, as I 
received them from the Secretary at War. The Secretary 
of St^te never concerns himfelf to look into the infide of 
any of them — This, I told the Duke of Monmouth^ he 
muft anfwer for, if I was called upon. 

Mr SacheverelL'] I am not anfwered to matter of fa<5l, 
viz, whether Commiffions were not granted to Popilh 
Officers fince the 20th of O^cber^ and Commiffions of 
Difpenfation granted out for taking the Oaths, &c. ? 

Mr fVilliams.] The Mayor of Chefter^ ever fince the 
Proclamation, has been very watchful in flopping fuf- 
pefted perfons. In O^ober there came a perfon to Chejter^ 
well armed and mounted. He had a Commiffion about 
him for Captain, Lieutenant, and Enfign, defivered him 
out the laft Sunday in October. Some pay they had upon 
this Commiffion. Upon his confeffion, he appeared to be 
a Papift, and the Secretaries were acquainted with it: 
Whether the Mayor . delivered the Commiffion back a- 
gain, I cannot tell. The men have their liberty, though 
their arms are in cuftody. 

Serjeant CngoryJ] The Committee fent to the Com- 
mififary of the Mufters to know what Officers had not re- 
ceived the Sacrament, &c. They gave us an account of fe- 
veral regiments lately muftered, that had not taken the 
Oaths, nor the Sacrament, &c. And the Mufter-mafter 
brought their Difpenfation, There were commiffioned, 
and non-Commiffioned, Officers, that were difpenfed with 
for thq Oaths and Sacrament, &c. Catholics* and Protcft- 

ants 
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ants that have not had opportunity to take them, fire. 
The Earl of Dunbartoti^s regiment, that was called from 
France^ had this Order, &c. viz. " As you fhall receive in- 
ilrudions from the Duke of Monmoufb^ you are to dilpenfe 
with, though they have not taken the Oaths.** Si^nedj^'' fFil^ 
liamfon.'^ Lord Douglases eight companies of the Scotch 
regiment were to pafs the rolls of the Offices, and to pafs 
the mujfters ; though they have not raifed their men, they 
are to allow and pafs them as before July 3, 1678. "To 
Henry Howard^ Efquire, and Sir Cecil Howard, Knight.** 

Mr SacbeverelL] Thefe few were of a great number 
before the Committee. Now I would be anfwered to 
matter of faft, whether, in OSlober, thefe were not fign- 
cd by the Secretary ? 

Mr Secretary JVilliamfon.'] I believe it was upon that 
day, as is faid. 

Lord Cavendijh..'] I am of opinion, that a {landing Ar- 
my, in time of Peace, whether the Officers be Popilh or 
Proteftant, is illegal — But I will not now interrupt mat- 
ters of greater importance. 

Mr Secretary Williamfon.'] I do not deny, but that, 
during our fitting, and during the Confpiracy, Commif- 
fions have been given out to Popifh Officers, and they 
are difpenfed with for the Oaths, &c. but wherever per- 
fons are found out, that are the authors of it, they <idervc 
to be made an example. 

Sir Francis Brake.'] It appears plainly, that the Secre- 
tary, your Member (and you fitting) has given out War- 
rants contrary to Law, with non ohfiantes for taking the 
Oaths, &c. and in this time of danger, when the King's 
life is concerned — I would have him withdraw, that you 
may confider what to do with him. 

Mr Secretary Coventry?^ No Mufter-mafter can obey a 
Secretary of State againft Law. And the Mufter-nyifter 
is not to mufter the man but according to Law. 

Sir Gilbert Gerrard.] I ao^ forry to (land up upon this 
occafion, that I muft fee a Minifter of State, who Ihould 
be a bulwark againft Popery, fign Commiffions and dif- 
penfations, &c. to Popifh Officers. If you allow not 

' that 
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that the King can do no wrong, there is. an end of the Go- 
vernment > it is the Minifters that do the wrong — You 
can do no lefs than fend Williamfon to the Tower — And 
that is my Motion. 

Sir Eliab Harvey."] We now fee pretty well what con-^ 
dition all Proteftant Officers are in, the City being fur- 
rounded with Popifh Officers. We have heard of Difpenfa- 
tions for taking the Oaths, at a Chapel, from the Pope, &c. 
and yet all Oaths and Tefts are difpenfed with here too — If 
the Minifters do at this rate, you muft not only fend 
one Minifter to the Tower^ but all. 

Mr On/low.] Ten weeks ago, a Bull was let up, at 
St Jameses Chapel, with orders to all Confeflbrs to abfolve 
men for taking the Oaths and the Teft. 

Colonel TUus.] Under this notion, all the Minifters 
jUay be fent to the Tower ^ and we fhall have none — You 
have one Minifter before you now. No doubt, all mat- 
ters of Law the Judges muft anlwer, and all matters of 
State the Minifters. — This is plain matter of faft : The 
perfon concerned is in the Houfe ; and, according to Or- 
der of Parliament, he muft withdraw. 

Sir Cbrijicpher Mujgrave.] I hear Gentlemen call 
^' withdraw," but before the matter of faft be ftated— Se- 
cretary Williamfon* s part may have been little in this matter 
of the CommifTions. The King can do no wrong, and if 
fVilliamfon did not advife this, he has done no fault. He 
idid not advife the Difpenfation, nor prepare it. I have been 
with him, when feveral Orders have been brought. His 
chamber-keeper told him, " they came from theCommif- 
fary at War." He faid, " he knew them not, but figns 
them of courfe." If he was neither the advifer nor pro- 
moter of them, lay the fault where it is. 

Sir John Birkenhead.'] Torty years ago, a Cbmmiflion 
was iffued out to the Governor of Ludlow^ that no man 
fhould be paramount over him : Lord CapeVs Commiffion 
was to fuperfede all : Lord Digby moved the late King, 
that no Commiffion might be valid that was not figned by 
a Secretary of State — I have known particularly that they 
Jiave been firft fhaped and formed by the Secretary at War, 

and 
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and allowed by the Secretary of State, to avoid clafhing 
about it. 

Sir Robert Howard.] I will not repeat Birkenhead's ar- 
gument, for fear of doing fVilUamfon more hurt than I 
defign him. We muft fearch out, it feems, who advifed 
the King [to grant] thefe Commifuons, and the King 
muft be a witnefs againft him — Matter of faft is ftated, 
and it is hard that Honourable Gentleman fhould be 
fingled out, in the middle, betwixt the original and the 
execution; but it is ftrange, that fuch things as thefe 
Commiflions, &c. fhould go in a clufter of things not 
examined : Now come crowds of things againft Law, in 
an ill time ; but on the other fide, thefe things came to 
ff^llliamfon from a fuperior hand, and he but interme- 
diate. It is hard to bid him yet withdraw, before you go 
to the bottom of it. 

Mr Vaughan.'] At a time when the King's Life is at 
ftake, and a Rebellion intended, and this done now, an 
Aft of Parliament againft it, when all this is in mo- 
tion, and you examining the Plot, and fuch CommilEons 
figned, who is criminal ? Williamfon is a Privy Coun- 
fellor, and he might have advifed the King not to 
have done it. He cannot fit here to judge in his own 
caufe i and he is vifibly criminal to us, till it be made out 
upon other perfons, and he muft withdraw. 

A Gentleman /aid privately^ " That if ^/7//tfw/Z>» figned 
what he knew, he was a knave ; if he figned what he 
knew not, he was a fool." 

Colonel Birch.'] The beft argument I have heard is, 
** that this thing has been done formerly ;" but if thefe 
things had not been done, we had not had them again 
now. Williamfon might have faid, " if it was thus for- 
merly, I dare not fign them nor allow of them." Here 
are Popifli commiflioned Officers fent into Ireland, and that 
kingdom is not free from the Plot — Shall this be faid to 
be the Law of the land, that they muft take the Oaths, 
and Williamfon has heard it debated forty times here, and 
fhall he fay that it was the King's Command ^ I am a- 
ftiamed of it. Were he my father, let him withdraw. 

Sir 
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Sir Nicholas Carew.'] You hear a worthy Member ac- 
cufed, but I cannot be filent, though I would willingly in 
perfonal things. Thefe commifli^oned PopiQi Officers are to 
' go into Ireland. I have heard it was laid to the charge of 
the late old King, that he was the caufe oi the Rebellion 
in Ireland \ for aught I l^now, people may fay by thefe Com- 
miflions as they did then — I move that he may withdraw. 

Mr fVilliams.'] Your Member has but oae way to help 
himfelf. He muft either be gtiilty of this, or know by 
whatcounfel it was done, and I believe he will tell you. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] I believe you will make a 
difference between a man's taking the King's hand, and 
bringing it to the King's. hand — For myfelf,^ it would be 
hard upon Secretaries. Papers brought all in a bundle, 
and not to be read fcarce in a day, and I mull counter- 
fign them. I tell it you, only, ftr matter of fad. 

hAxVaugban.'] I am forry diftindions are made to break 
Laws, and not to keep them — Suppofe there Ihould be an 
Order from the King's hand, that lb many men Ihould be 
killed; fhall the Secretary fet his hand to it? He ought 
to tell the King, that it is againft Law. 

Lord Cavendi/h.] By the Orders of .the Houfe, " a 
Gentleman that is accufed is to be heard in his place, and 
then he is to withdraw i" but I have heard nobody fay 
that Williamfon is chiefly or only guilty, but all agree he 
is guilty of figning thefe Commiflions — But yet they are 
of no value till they are counterfigned. If we had been 
fo happy as to have removed Minifters, according to our' 
Addrefles, we fliould not have had ill Counfellors, nor 
been miferable in them. Williamfon does not deny what 
he is charged with, and I fee no reafon why he Ihould not 
withdraw. 

Sir John Ernly.'] I would diftinguifh this thing ; for I 
find the CommilTions and Difpenfations, &c. as valid 
without Williamfon\ hand, as with it. The thing was 
brought in ufe firft by my Lord of Brijlol^ in the time 
of the War at Oxford^ for a 5 /. fee ; but Williamfon had 
no fee for counterfigning the Commiffions — I fliall only 
fay, that an officer, in the ftation in which he Hands, mull 

ftay 
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ftay a great while if he reads every Commiflion before he 
difpatches it — ^Why fhould you extend to this feverity, 
before you have examined the whole matter ? 

Sir Robert Carr.'] Examine the matter. I fee not what 
force lVilliamfon\ hand is of more than without it, to 
ftrengthen the Commiffions. It was unfortunate that his 
hand was at them, but I would have the matter fully ex- 
amined, before you come to a refolution. 

Col. ^itus.] It is nobody*s intention, that thole who are 
as faulty as Williamfon fhould go fcot-free. It is faid, ** that 
it is a great tafk to look over all the Papers ;** but I can- 
not believe that the Secretaries will commit fo great a fault 
as to fign they know not what, though they advifed it not. 
I fuppofe that if the Lord Chancellor have a thing brought 
to him that is very illegal, and he advifes the King that 
it is illegal, yet if he fets the Seal to it, he is anfwerable. 
If this be no fault in Wtlliamfon^ your Afts may be all 
broken, at this rate. If thefe Commiffions be of the 
lame validity without figning, as with it, why docs he 
fign them ? If he has nothing farther to fay, it is the Or- 
der of the Houfe that he muft withdraw. 

Mr Secretary Williamfon.'] I am very unhappy to be 
brought under this Queftion ; but I would prevent the 
Queftion. The faift is plain, and for apology I cannot 
fay much — All difpatches have been under this method* 
I found them fo, and I continue them fo ; they are fingly 
done by the General and by the King — They are brought 
to the King, and he figns them, and in that office, fingly, 
they are entered, and no where elfe — Then they are fent 
to me, and it is a trouble, and no advantage, to mc, to 
fign theni, and I fee, by the confequence, the danger too. 
This is the pradtice, and the conflant praftice, and it 
has been in the judgment of the Houfe formerly, as 
matter of form — I know not whether I have done; my 
duty, but I am fure, it is in the fimplicity and integrity 
of it. I fhall only add, that this thing fecmed to me of 
fuch confequence, that I told the General, " I could not 
do it, without his owning it, and he did own it ; and that I 
muft fay fo much, if I was queflioned for it in the Houle.** 

Sir 
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Sir Philip JVnrwickS\ I cannot anfwer the doing this 
thing. The fame courfe was taken ; all CommifTions weic 
counterfigned by the Secretary •, and they always pafled fo : 
And the late Lord Treafurer, Southampton^ wherever he 
found the General's hand, (Albemarle) he figned it. 

Mr Secretary Williamfon withdrew. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] I cannot let it pafs, that a Secretary 
of State fhall fign Commiflions without reading thcm^ 
All things may pafe, at that rate. If they have not ftrength 
to read.them, let them lay them alide. That is not a juft 
and reafonable argument for not counterfigning, and I 
mud fay fo. 

r Sir,G?^r^^ Hungerford.'] I am againft any thing of par- 
doning Wtlliamfon upon his fubmiinon, and fetting it on- 
ly io upon your books, in fuch a dangerous thing as this 
where the King's Perfon is concerned by Commiflions to 
Popifli Officers — I would kndilVilliamfon to the Tower ^ for 
an exanlple. 

Mr Bennet.] Shall it be faid, that your Laws are bro- 
ken ex officio ? Though I would have you do fomething, 
yet, in this cafe, I would not be fo very fevere, becaufe 
of the influence great men have upon the Secretaries. 
They mufl: comply, elfe they lofe their places: They 
muft lofe the profits of their difpatches, unlefs they do 
this — All Papifi:s may be put in Commiflion, at this rate, 
in the very Guards. The danger confidered, &c. fending 
fVilliamfon to the Tower is no great punifliment. 

Sir Robert Sawyer,] " The Secretaries figning to prevent 
furprize," I knpw not the meaning of it, unlefs to put 
checks upon things. If it be as he fays, " that it was 
through ignorance, and the thing had been long ufed," 
let his punilhment be the lefs — I have fecn a letter from 
Tarmouth^ where fome Grenadiers were quartered, and 
they faid, " they came to fecure that place becaufe the 
Kling was ill, if the King fliould die," I know not how 
the King can poflibly be fafe, as long as a fword, or a 
dagger, is in a Papifl:'s hand — I hope you will reap good 
from this Debate. It is time to give a check to this figning 
of Commiflioas. But whetliqr you will fend IFilliamfon to the 
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Tower ^ or no, I leave to you. But the leaft thing you 
can do is a rebuke, &c. and I hope you will addrefs the 
King that all fuch Commiflions may be fuperfeded. 

Mr Ilarbord.] I think thefe Officers of State (as Se- 
cretaries, &c.) are placed by the King, to remind him of 
things. They are fet there as watchmen, that the King 
may have no wrong : The King's Council can tell you 
whether they adviied thele Commiflions, of no — If we 
do not fomething in punifliing and reforming thefe things, 
I expect very little fuccefs of this Sefllon — You have been 
told of a War with France^ and I know not what; this 
man has employed his parts to help all that 6ft, the laft 
SefTion : He has deluded you feveral times *, ^ and now 
he has done the greateft Ad:. I would not fend him to 
the Tower ^ being the King's Minifter, as the King may 
have prefent ufe of him, but I would have him put out 
of the Houfe. 

Sir Nicholas Carew.] There was a time when there 
(hould have been but one Secretary of State. Mr Cole- 
man was to have been the fingle Secretary of State, and 1 
believe the King may be very well without Williamfon^ 
and I move to fend him to the Tower. 

Mr Papillon.'] I have been pondering this matter of the 
Commiffions in my thoughts, and I am in great ap- 
prehenfions that VVilliamfGyi (hould have figned he knows 
not what. It might have been to deftroy my life and for- 
tune. I have heard mention made of the Aft of the Militia, 
wherein the LiOrd-Lieutenants and Deputies are obliged 
to fwear not to oppofe perfons comtniflioned by the King, 
in purfuance of fuch Military Commiffions. Therefore 
great care fhould be taken of thofe Commiffions, how 
they are granted out that muft not be difobeyed. There- 
fore you muft fhow your difpleafure aga^nft this Minifter, 
who figns he knows not what — Formerly we had no 
ftanding Army •, only the King's Gentlemen attended him ; 
and what may become of us, now we have a ftanding 
Army and a Plot, if fuch Commiffions be granted out ? 
At this rate, Williamfon might have commiffioned the 
Pope's Army, and thefe Commiffions were granted out 

in 
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m Offoher^ in the height of the Plot. If you will not 
do fomething in this, the people will believe that you ap- 
prehend no danger of Popery — This is in your power tO" 
punifti, and you may do it, though you could not re- 
move ill Minifters. Thcarefore I move, that Secretary fFil" 
liamfon may be made an example* 

Mr Powle.] This I obferve, that now we have a ftand- 
ing Army, it feerfis, tar6 is taken we Ihall have Popifh 
Officers. . I will riot aggravate nor. extenuate this Gentle- 
man's crime, but if you pafs by this, ybu make no. dif- 
ference betwixt afting by, and procuring, thefe Gommif- 
jQons— -This is certainly a matter of the higheft nature.* 
The Officer that did execute this Warrant (the Multer-' 
mafter) had no Warrant to juflify him but the Sign-ma-* 
nual, which can give no authority for fufpenfion of your 
Laws ; and thefe Comrriiffions (thus granted) are .equal 
to the latfe Declaration whifch fufpeiided fo nnanyLaws-^— 
I wifh you could (pare this Gfentleman*s expulfiori- oftjip. 
Hpufe, which is the higheft puhifhiti^ent, next .to (life, 
that can be inflifted. But you cannot do lef$ than ^ndi 
hini to' tht 'Tower, And if he will confefs the whole* 
progrefs of this rriatter, I fhall be as willing to extenuate 
hiS'punifhment, as any body./ - v^' 

Refdved^ That Sir Jofeph JVHrtamfoiiy Secretary of State, be 
iti^mediately fent to the Tower ^ for figrting Warrants for Popifh 
Officers to be muftered and receive pay, contrary to Law. 

Sir Robert Thomas.] I move, that JVilliamfon may be 
kept foclofe in the Tomer ^ as not to be fuffercd to con- 
vene with the five Lords, &c. ^ ^ * 

t . 

JLiOrd C.avendijh.] . Here is one exprefTion in the Duke 

of Monmouth^ s CommifTions, viz. " To our dear and en- 
tirely beloved fon, James Duke oi Monmouth. ^^ • I know 
rto Prince oiWales^ though I have a great honour for the 
Duke, &c, 

: Sir Thomas Littleton.'] What Lord Cavendijb has mo- 
ve4 is of great confequence. I am forry for the expref- 
•fidn in the diredtion of. the Duke's Commiffioh — I know 
not what after ages will fay to it. Neitlier do 1 know 
., Vo t. Vi. CL what 
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what to fay — I would have you fend for Mr Latk (he is 
• called Secretary at War, but I know no fuch Officer in 
Law) to attend you to-morrow, and the Mufter-mafter, 
that you may know whether the Officers, with thcfe Com- 
miflions. and Difpenfations, were muftered, and at what 
time. 

Ordered accordingly. 

The Muftcr-mafters were, Vix Henry Howard oiSuffolky and Sir 
Cecil Howard j the Pay-mafter, Mr Kingdon. 

Sir John Pettus produced a letter from one who mtt a,grc- 
nadicr, who halted behind his company, who faid, ** he Tiad 
double pay, &c." — A man alfo in black, who faid, ** that the 
King was fick, and if he were not dead, he was likely to be ib in 
two or three days, and that they were fent to fecure Tarmwtb^ 
ifthatihouldbe." 

Tuefday^ November 19. 

His Majeft}' fent a Meffage to the Houfe of Commons, by Mr 
Secretary Coventry^ ** That they immediately attend him. in 
the Banquettiiig-houfe," where his Majefty fpoke to this effe^ : 

*' That he was much furpriaed to hear, that the Jail night the 
Houfe had fent his Secretary to the Tower -y but that he woi3d deal 
more kindly with them, than they had done with him, who gare 
him no notice of his commitment ; but he gives you notice that 
he has fent for him forth. As to the Commiffions granted out, &c. 
he had examined the books of Entries, which were ocbifioned 
thus. 7'hcfc men that had the Commiffions, came out of the 
/r^.ff A King's fervice, and, to fay no worfe, they were hardly 
dealt with. Hiey came away without money, and iner^at want. 
He had no way to gratify them, but by dating their Commiffions 
from the time they left the French fervice, and thefc p^rfons had 
not convenient time to take the Oaths and Tcft, &c before they 
went for Flanders^ and that the Mufter-mafters, &c. Ihould 
pay them from the time of the date of their Commiffions, imd 
that he going to Nezvmarkct^ they had not time to take the 
Oaths, &c." 

The Speaker, being called upon to report the Kifig^s Speech^ 
faidy] Wliat was fpoken by the King was faid to the* whole 
lloule, and it is fuppofcd all were there prefent^ The 
Speech being long, 1 am unwilling to truft to my me- 
mory to report it, for I may pretermit feveral things the 
King laid. But the Speaker reported it a$ cbnivim 

Sir 
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"S^x Edmund Wyndham, Knight Marlhal.] .The King^ 
faid, "he had not mortey to pay* thefe Officers." 

The Speaker. ] Tlie King faid, '* he had no other way to 
provide i6r them but by dating their Commiflions in that 
manner.*'* ' And more the King faid, " they wanted money 
to pay the Secretary's fees, who was ordered that they 
fliould pay nothing for their Commiflions counterfigning.'* 
Siil' Thomas Clarges.'] I would have the Mufter-maller 
and Pay-mafter fent for. 
' Sir Thomas Lee.] The matter before you does as much 
concern you as the Plot. I obferve, that a Commiflion to 
be afoldier is a reward for a Papift. The Crown is not 
fo poor, fure, but that there might have been ways found 
out to gratify thefe men, without breaking fo eflential a 
Law as this ; and not to tell the King of thefe Commifli- 
ons !-^ — I wiU not difpute the King's power in pardoning 
ff^Uiamfdnj but if you commit a man, in refped: of Jui- 

• tice,^c. I know not how he can be taken out of cuftody, 
without the King's pardori — I would have the Committee 
copfider of yoiir Privilege. In this matter of fo great mo- 
ment, I vvould not fit ftill. It ought not to be Aided 
over. 

y[x UTitliam^ .1 By what I hear, as the commitment is 
rnadcj it is a c^ueftion v/\\tthtr PFilliamfon may not be iStlU 
vefed out of cuftody by the King, being committed by th^ 
Commons. The queftion is a tender queftion, and a tender 
time to put it in. I remember the commitment of th^ 
Lords, froiri the Hpufe of Lords, w^s "during the King's 
pleafure, and the pleafure of that Houfe." One of tlift 
Lords (Shaftjbury) had a Habeas Corpus^ the King's XVrit, 
and it was a queftion amongft the Judges, whether a Mem- 
ber comniitted by the Lords could be releafed by any 
Court but the Lords that committed him, and it was re- 
fblved that the King, by his Writ, could hot deliver a perfqn 

^ conimittfd by either Houfe of Parliament. If the King 
cannot 60 it by his Writ, how is the King to do it? It" 
muft bQ by his immediate Warrant, or by Order from th^ 
Lords or the Council, if the King cannot do it by Writ 
froni the King^s Bench, If the King cannot do it by Law^ 

' ' ' (X^2 ' -tlieii 
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then it muft be by his Prerogative. But I know no fuch 
Prerogative, if not coram Domino RegCj &c. Now will it be 
more proper or ^\i^e to debate the thing now, than when 
it is done ? Whether not more proper to fay fomething to 
it now^ than to fleep upon it ? 

Sir Thctnas Clarges.'] This is a great argument; upon 
this depends all the Privilege of this Houfe. Elfe we arc 
not able 10 ferve our King and Country — I faid nothing 
to JVilliam/cn^s commitment yefterday, for I would have 
had it in order to his impeachment, and fo the Commons 
may commit their Members. Had we been truly repre- 
fented to the King (but we have back friends, that mifrc- 
prefent us) they might have ftayed till to-day to have fecn 
our farther proceedings — It is ftrange that in the Popiih 
Plot twenty two Officers fhould be fent into Ireland^ who, 
by the King's Commifllon, may raife 2100 men, which 
may alter the Government, and we by Oath muft. not refift 
them, becaufe commiffioned by the King, and fo both the 
King and the Government may be deftroyed ; and (hall wc 
fit paflive in it ? It is the duty of the King's Minifters, by 
Privy Seal, or fome other lawful way, to command thcfc 
men to come over again : Thefe men committing aiS: upon 
a(5t of difobedience, muft they be favoured i It they nad 
gbeyed the King's Proclamation, and come over from the 
French King's fervice at the firft, they might have been 
rewarded, and had a piece of money given them. I would 
have them fent abroad. They are foldiers. There is 
a:^ioh enough abroad to employ them, and they need 
hot have been fent for home. 

Mr Secretary Covenh-y.] Divers of thefe Officers came 
Q.ot over till this fummer, and then they were fo neceffi- 
tated, they had not money to pay the Secretary V fees for 
their Commifllons — The Duke of AfonmoufFs regiment 
and Colonel Macarty*s were defigned for the. War in Flan- 
ders — Colonel Bmtgan^s CofhmiiTion was. to raife a regi- 
ment jn Ireland, Ihey were barely intended for thcL War 
ill Flanders^ but that not going on, the Duke of Ormoni 
did prels dift)anding them, for fear they fhould become 
Tories. As for their ftaying vci France after the King^s 
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Proclamation, the King has pardoned whole Kingdom? 
of men, and no wonder if he pardons fo few. Was it pRir 
dent in the King to call thefe men away without any pro- 
mife of reward ? Our Houfe feldom piiniflies a man fordo^ 
ing againft Law, and not againft reafon. But why dy 
you not exprefs in your Warrant the true reafon why ff^il- 
liamfon was fent to the Tower ? And fo he is ient not for 
Breach of your Privilege, or in order to an impeachment, 
but for doing an A6t againft Law — I would hear prece- 
dents for fuch a commitment. 

Mr PFilltams.] There was a Habeas Corpus granted to 
Lord Shaft/bury from the King's Bench^ and a returji 
made of it. But the queftion was not, whether his com- 
mitment was legal or illegal. The Judges were of opini- 
on, *' that, fince he was committed by the Lords, they 
could not examine the caufe of his commitment.** If you 
erred yefterday in the Order for Wtlliamfonh cornmitment, 
you may mend it to day. But (hall any Court examine 
your commitment ? It is too big for any Court to do it, 
and that I ftand by. 

Sir Thomas Meres.'] It looks ftrangely to me what is 
faid, ''that this commitment is only for Breach of a Law." 
It is the only Law we have had any effedl of, againft Pope- 
ry — Every body faid, again and again, there was* a Plot, 
and we have had very little help in the difcovery of it 
from the greateft Miniftcrs. It was laid by for fix weeks, 
and inftead of help to difcover it, we have had helping it 
on. What ading has here been to fet up men to tear its 
in pieces and cut our throats ! Is not this an offence againft 
the Houfe } Show me that Law for reftraining the liber^ 
of the Houfe in this commitment — Do we not turn Papift-s 
out of the Houfe ? Thefe are plain things, and we may 
turn Wtlliamjon out of the Houfe — It is a very ill thing tp 
call our power in queftion, and of ill confequcnce. I arfi 
fcrry that this prefles on the thing, it may be, more than 
you intended it. But plainly this commitment is in ordbr 
to impeachment, though nothing w^as faid of it. Prob!b- 
bly, on his Petition he might have been heard. But if you 
will Ipie your right and privilege of Commitment, thenc 
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is an end. So that here are two motions, one for an Ad- 
drcfs to the King to prevent any farther proceedings, &c. 
-and to kt down methods of Privilege of this Houfe as 
to commitments j the other may be for an impeachment 
Igainft him. 

The Speaker.] To the queftion. Whether a perfoh 
may be committed by the Hbufe for aftions not relating 
to the Houfe, I give my opinion you cannot commit. On 
the other fide, you have committed TVilliamfony but this 
ought to be according to cuftom of Parliament — Special 
caufe of commitment is not ncceflary here, though it is 
in inferior Courts. 

Mr BenncL] I a|p forry that yefterday, when the matter 
was between the Member committed and us, you gaVeus 
no advice, Mr Speaker ; and now, when it is between the 
King and us, yCu advife. We are ftill told, the King 
commands it. Though it be any thing againft Law, Law 
of arms, ftill the King, we are told, commanded it. Ser- 
jeant Streeie faid, " that the Lords did not complain of 
their Privilege being broken by the King's releafing one 
Lord out of the Tower ^ and not another." Thefe Gom- 
mifTions, &c. are no lefs than tolerating Popery in an 
Army of 22,000 men ; but if the Speaker had minded 
us of this yefterday, it might have been better. There 
is a great deal of bufinefs upon our hands, and this put 
oJf a greater Debate yefterday. It is not the Minifters do 
this, but he that made them, (the Duke ;) from thence they 
have their fuccour and afiiftance — No wonder this Gen- 
tleman (fVHliamfon) his rifcn, ftep by ftep, to prefer- 
ment, and he muft obey. I move not for any feverity 
upon him. Ypu did this in order to prevent greater pu- 
nishment •, and if it will not bear it a day or two, you may 
'have his Petition — I would addrefs the King not to releafe 
him, or adjourn the Debate. 

Sir Francis Drake,] If you vAW adjourn the Debate; in 
the mean time I move that an impeachment may "be 
dra-n up againft JVilliamfon. 

Mr Powle.] I do nor find direftly, but obliquely, ^hat 
the King touclies at his Prerogative. We have no poW^r 
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•to <;omnnt our Members, but for Breach of Privilege ; 
but when notorious crimes are done, we may commit^ in 
order to farther proceeding. No other Court can com- 
mit him, and if you cannot commit him, he has only 
warning to run away. In the 1 8th. of King JameSy Sir 
'Giles Mompejfon and Sir Francis Mitchell were committed 
about monopolies. Mampejjbn was a Member of the 

' Houfe : He had a Patent for licenfing Inns, &c. He 
was committed by the Houfe, and yet not impeached, for 
he ran away. If a Member be committed to the Serjeant, 
(as he was,) it is the fame thing as if committed tp the 
Tower. As for the caufe of commitment to bq exprefled 
in the Warrant, though we are a fupreme Court, and no 
other can contradid: our commitments, yet it is very ne- 
ceffary to exprefs the caule of commitment, to prevent 
running into excefles, if not expreffing the caufe — I know 
not well what to fay to the King's Speech, becaufe 
there is no direft charge in it from the King againft us; 
but this is an extraordinary way of releafing Williamfon. 
The King's commands are not deliveries in Law — Ilhould 
be glad there might be fome vindication of the Houfe 
in this matter, for I find mifts and reprefentations always 
of us to the King. I fee that this of the Commiflions 
to thefe Popifh Officers is excufed by fome. I was always 

" of opinion, that Popery could never come into England 
without force. Thefe Popifh Officers are ufed to French 

* government, and quartered here, and the new-raifed men 
are fent into Flanders to corrupt them in Religion. What 
the Houfe has done in this commitment, if amifs, I would 
confefs it, but I think as yet we are not in the wrong. 

Colonel 37/ttj.] It was my fortune to fpeak in this 
matter of your Member, before you committed him. 
The -cafe of Mr Afallel (who was committed by the 
Lords of the Council) was fuppofed for a high breach 
of the Peace, and fo your Member is but as other 
men, he has no Privilege •, but the thing of Privi- 
lege came not in dii'pute. But now I am up, I will 
fay fomething of the matter before you. The Houfe 
faw the Law difpenfed with, and we were vfery angry ; 
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■ if we had not been fo, they that fent us hither would 
have been angry with us —We faw the danger, and were 
apprehenfive of it, and had juft indignation againfl: the 
Gentleman. / rofe early (fays Solomon) to kifs my 
friend^ and behold Icurfe him. The not reading over the 
Commiffions was a worfe thing than the thing itfelf. I 
could wifli that the Gentlemen of the Long Robe had told 
us ycfterday what they have faid of the eominitment, if 
it be an error. But I make a queftion, whether that man 
can be releafed, though error be in the commitment, but 
by courfe of Law. Let us ferioufly confider the Confe- 
quence ; if the King by his Royal Command can difchargc 
a man upon erroneous commitment, whether he cannot 
do it if the commitment be not erroneous-^I would have 
the Long Robe give us their opinion, 

Sir Robert Sawyer.'] I was afraid yefterday that you 
would go too far. Confider whether the perlbn is not 
twice, punifhcd, and whether he can plead it in bar, 
that Jie has been punifhed already by you, for his ofiencc, 
&c. I doubt it cannot be pleaded in bar, for that great 
reafon of being not twice puniftied. I fear your com- 
mitment is void in that matter. I am heartily forty this 
has fallen out, fince your very being depends upon this, 
and what to fay more I cannot tell you. 

Mr IValler.'] I was not here when the commitment of 
this perfon was made. You have been told of the com- 
mitment of Sir Giles Mompejfon^ 1 8th of King James. I 
came into Parliament the 2 ift of King James^ when this 
thing was frefh. In the Long Parliament, complaint was 
made of a great many monopolies, and fome were turned 
out of the Houfe for them : It was a kind of garbling 
the Houfe, and a troublefome time. Mr Brunkata 
and Sir William Penn *, if I remem.bcr, kept their pla- 
ces when you accufcd them. You gave Penn a day, but 
he appeared not ; Brunkard you expelled. This is a 
doubtful cafe, and may be of ill confequence. You were 
told you were angry when you committed IVilliamfen^ 
and it may be the commitment was the efFcdt of tfae-anger 

• See Vol. I. p, 139-145. 
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•of the Houfe. I know nothing to cure that wound. As 
I told you that you did it in anger, fo take time now to 
confider of it, and let the Debate be adjourned, and go to 
fomething elfe now. 

Colonel Birch.] I am not for adjourning the Debate. I 
.would endeavour, by all means, to have a perfed: under- 
ftanding betwixt the King and this Houfe — Adjourn the 
Debate, and the King will fend for your Member out of 
the Tower — Waller faid, " this commitment was the ef- 
fect of anger -, " biit nothing will lay us fo low as to do 
things out of anger ; and it is not reafon, when we are one 
day pleafed, and another difpleafed, at the fame thing ; 
it fhows weaknefs. It may be Law, that the King may 
difcharge Williamfon^ but it is againll my Uttle reafon. In 
fuch a time as this, fuch a number of Popifh Officers to 
be fent into Ireland^ on Sunday fortnight ! Whether this 
tree has no root I leave you to judge — If once we come 
to fay that this crime of your Member is not under the 
cognizance of thi^ Houfe, what muft the Treafurer of 
War, or Mufter-mafter do here ? I fear the King is not 
rightly poflefled of our reafons for onr doings — I would 
have a Committee to draw up reafons for what we have 
done, that it was for the King and Kingdom's . fafety, and 
then I would proceed to impeachment, if you will. 

Sir Anthony Irby.] There is a precedent of fome Depu- 
ty Lieutenants in Cornwall^ who were fent to the Tower 
' by this Houfe, for raifing money illegally. 

Sir Thomas Littleton,'] Unlefs you impeach this Gentle- 
man, he may have his Habeas Corpus. But if an impeach- 
ment be depending, he cannot have his Habeas Corpus. 
I fee no reafon from the nature of the offence, but that 
he may have his bail, and the King's bufinefs he is em- 
ployed in not hindered : For offences done without doors, 
unlefs the crime be againft the Houfe, and in order to 
impeachment, he whom we commit^ may have his Ha- 
beas Corpus. As for expelling a man for breaking a Law, 
I am not very fond of that. We all offend the Law, in 
fome meafure or other, and we may be all expelled at that 
rate. Therefore I lik« the Addrefs to requeft his Majefty, 
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irith reafons for our commitment oi WHUamfon^rtat tort^ 

leafe him : If you ftay too long, there may be inconveni-r 

cnce. But which way Williamfon can' be difcharged, \ am 

at a lofs, for it will be a greater force of the Law to ^if- 

^harge him, than commit him, and the laft error will be 

worfe than the firft. But whether will you tarry (o long for 

the making a formal Addrefs ? In the mean time, I would 

ideclare fuch an Addrefs by Vote, and for the prefent, I 

would acquaint the King in general, "that fFtlliamfonvi 

committed by the Houfe in order to an impeachpient,** 

-and then make a Vote for an impeachment accwdingty 

— This is a kind of double Addrefs, and is not ufual \ but 

jf you delay the matter fome days, without doing' any 

'thing, there may be great inconvenience in it. 

Mr Secretary Coventry. ] This is your reafon for com- 
mitting Secretary Williamfon to day, but I heard nothing 
; jrefterday of commitment of him " in order to impeach- 
ment." in Sir William Penri^s cafe, you ordered an im- 
..peachment, becaufe he had his hand in blood, and for 
'n&ing-thtEaJi 'India fhips before adjudication of prize, and 
'then you refolved ^ot to give him any punifhment, for 
you were but accufers, and could not punifli him — ^Ad- 
journ the confideration of it to another day, I would not 
have ybu clafh with the Prerogative. 

The Speaker.] I never knew that you voted a man 
•*into cuftody one day, and impeached him afterwards. 
This proceedinjg I have not known, but the -contrary I 
-have known. 

Mr SacbeverelL'] It. becomes every man here -not to 

.give the King offence. But we are drawing in queilion, 

* whether we have done right, or not, and the King barely 

•lays it before you as matter of unkindnefs only. Are we 

not more highly concerned to lay it before the King, that 

we have reafon for what we have done, and to let the 

■King know, that thofe who have advifed him the contra- 

17 are more unkind to him than we ? You have comtnittcd 

:Willi<i^nfon^ and now tlie King tells you, ** He takes him 

not to be guilty of the crime, and he will releafe him/' 

We have done nothing but for the King's intereft, honour, 

and 
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land Tafety, and thofe who advife the contrary hatre not 
done fo. If thofe perfons are continued about the King that 
^rft advifed him to this, neither he nor we ,can be fafe. 

Mr PapillonJ] I will not fpeak to point of Law, in this 
'matter. I am convinced that it is your bed vray to re- 
prefent to the King your reafons for what you did. What 
can endanger the King's life, but the Papifts ? It has been 
laid, " to fecure the King's life, it is the beft way to put it in 
no*man*s power to change the Government, fhould he die/* 
^t is a Popifh Army and Officers that put the King's life 
in dahger, though the Magiftrates be Proteftan ts — ^r would 
Tleither difpute the King's power, nor queftion our own, 
in this matter. For I take not the King's Speech to be fo 
"bitter as fome do — I would addrels the King not "to releafe 
'IVilliamfon^ and fhow our reafons why we committed him. 

Mr Vaughan.] The united ftrength of the Government 
is little enough to defend itfelf, if thefe praftices are dif- 
fered. The King fays not *' that we have committed 
Williamfon illegally," but " that he will releafe him." 
Confider this Gentleman's crime ^ %ning Commiffibns to 
Papifts. Confider the circumftance of time; and it makes 
it more dangerous — And the Papifts believe that the Pope 
may depofe a heretic King — They almoft all do fo. Thefc 
things confidered, is it fit to pafs ContmifllOns now to fuch 
perfons? I think it highly criminal; for by dilpenfidg 
with the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, he robs the 
Crown of a great part of its jurifdiftton. Caftles may be 
"put into the Pope's hands, now CommifTions are given to 
fuch people. I think tins highly criminal — You ought 
to fet this force upon your Addrefs, and no doubt the 
King will not releafe him. 

Sir William Coventry.] I (hould not have fat fo long filent, 
if I could think of any thing, or hear from others, to bring 
pie to a clear fenfe in this matter. I am glad to fee that 
the general fenfe of the Houfe is for union with the King, 
land that the King is willing to decline all conteft. of jurif- 
diftion with us. I think you are wel! advifed in the great 
Vnlfter of the Addrefs, &c. If you proceed in it, J would ' 
have ir done with all imaginable temper, and to go no far- 
ther 
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ther than this ; to (hew him the motives and reafbns that 
induced you to commit JVilliamfon^ &cc. and to lay no- 
thing of your jurifdiftion — Your reafons will warrant what 
you have done, viz. " That, in fuch a time as this, io 
dangerous to the King, by reafon of the Popifli Plot, fuch 
Commiflions may no longer be in thofe hands, but may 
be taken away from them." 

I^ord Cavendijh.] I do not like any compounding mo- 
tion. If you addrefs.the King to remove thefe Commif- 
fions, we, in efFed:, authorize the reft -, nor do we expreis 
any care to dift)and the reft. The Duke of Tork^s being 
a Papift is a great encouragement to the reft. It is but of 
late that we have heard of aflaflinations, &c. We may 
fear them, cfpecially when the Papifts are encouraged by 
a Popifh Succeflbr and a ftanding Army. Thofe who 
defigned raifing the Army are guilty, &c. And thofe that 
commifllon Popifti Officers are more to blame. ft^ilUam- 
Jon is guilty of both, aqd I would impeach him. 

Mr Solticitor PFinningion,] This is an offence which no- 
body can deny to be a great one ; and fVillhmftm did 
confefs it, and that, without his figning the Commiflions, 
they were ineffedual. We are not now disputing, whether 
this be an offence or no — But the King is pleafed, by his 
kind exprefllons in his Speech, to put no harlh expreflions 
upon what we have done. If we nin now into dilutes 
of jurifdi6tion with the King, &c. we may fink under it 
— I move therefore that we may make an Addrefs to die 
King, and reprefent to him the reafons why we commit- 
ted our Member, and then give him thanks for the graci- 
ous expreflions in his Speech ; and fliew him our care of 
his Perfon and Government. 

Colonel Titus.] When perfons are accufed to have done 
againft Law and the intereft of the nation, fhall we fay, 
** Let us condemn the thing, but fay nothing to the per- 
fons that have done it ?" When things fo abominabfe and 
deteftable are done, for the thing itfelf you myft call 
perfons in queftion, to prevent fuch defigning for the fu- 
ture. Therefore I cannot agree with Coventry's Motio|i— • 
Let a Committee draw reafons for what we have done, 

with 
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tirith an Addrefs to the King not to relcafe JVilliamfon^ an4 
all exceptions will be taken away. 
' Sit WiUiam Coventry. "l I rife to give TlHus fatisfaftion. 
I faid no fingle fyllable of " apology for IVilliamfon.'^ I 
only offered that the Addrefs might be with all foftnefs to 
the King. 

Colonel TV/oy,] I refleft not upon Coventry. There 
wotild be no remedy of the thing with effeft, unlefs perfons 
weref called in queftion. 

'•^'Seijeant Maynard.'] You having pafled the Debate of 
the great danger of any appearance of difference betwixt 
the Houfe and the King. As the King does not take it 
kindly that you have committed Wzlliamfon^ &c. I would 
fay the fame thing to the King, and reprefent to him^ 
^that all that is dear to us is at (lake when this occafion 
happens, .and that here were Com miflions granted to fuch 
Papiib." And in the Addrefs fhow the King the rea- 
fons for what you have done, and leave the whole matter 
to him, without aggravating, r 

Sir Thomas Lee.] Whilfl we fmooth the way to the 
King, . let • us not fmooth ourfelves put of our religion. 
The prcfent circumftances confidered, I agree to follow 
the King's method. As the King gives you reafpns for 
granting the Commiffions, fo I would give the King rca- 
fons why we have committed JVilliamfony with all fmooth^ 
riefs ; elfe whenever the greateft offence is committed, it 
will go unpunifhed, and when no Parliament is fitting, 
there will be no punifhment. 

. Sir Thomas Clarges.] When there was a defign to 
murder the King, and an army was raifed in England and 
Ireland^ now to be ftid that the King was advifed to re- 
leafe Williamson for giving twenty-one Commiffions to 
Popifli Officers to raife men in Ireland^ &c. for God's fake 
cbnfider this ! 

Mr Sacheverell.'] If you do not lay before the King' 
thefe pernicious counfels, and defire him ro prevent them 
for the future, and not make this man an example, you 
;ive up the government- — And I move that the King may 

addrcfled not to releafe him, 

Mr 
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Mr Secretary Coventry.] In the cafc of the criminals in 
the Plot, my Lord Chief Juftice dicj commit, .you did 
not. The queftion is, whether you ojay not commit for 
any matter of Law, as well ^s this — That breach thei> 
will be fatal. 

Col. Birch\] I know nothing that can refleft highpr: qp-, 
on the King than the difcharging of lVilliaifif<m^ e^qcia/ly 
when he is committed for giving Qommiffioii? tp Po^iUfat 
Officers in this time of danger. It may be to dcftroy both^ 
King and Kingdom. Nothing- can. fo ferment VIX the 
minds of the people as this. As the King takes no nptice. 
of our Privilege or Power, fo in the Addrefs I ^o,uy t^ke 
no notice of his, but let the Addrefs be ** that die Kip^ 
would be pleafed not to rcleafe WiUiamfon^ W>r hp4rjccn.t(>. 
the advice of them that counfel hi^ to if, which- tencja fft 
much both to his and our ruin," 

The Addrefs was voted. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] If you add the f eft of the forces,- in; 
the Addrefs, you make that precarious which is Law al- 
re?idy, but that the Attorney General may profecute thpfe 
Commiffions. 

Mr SacheverelL] I take thefe perfons commiflioned ta 
be perfons eftablifhed againft the Law of difhanding the 
Army •, and the Attorney General may proceed againft 
them. But I would rather order a Bill to make it penal^ 
to take any Commiffions with Dilpenfations, &c. for the 
future. 

Sir JVilliam Coventry.'] It is not thefe men receiving^ 
their pay that makes them criminal, but receiving thefe 
Commifllons, by virtue of which they raife thefe men. If 
Sir Edmundbury Godfref% ghoft Ihould appear, and fay, 
*' he was murcjered againft Law," that would not make 
him alive again. When we are turned out of doors by 
thefe men, it v;ill be in vain to difpute, that we are turned 
out againft L.aw. Ihe Attorney General may proceed 
againft IVilliamfcn^ but there may be nicety in the. point 
of refifting the King's Commiflion, &c. Yefterday we 
were about providing one third part of the Militia to be 
ready, for the fafe ry of the nation, and now would you 

have 


l«^v;c;fiach Cammiflions as thefe in; Papifts hands to fight 
agJttftft your Militia ? It is a wonderful thing to- me, that 
people ftiould ftay to have thefe Commiflions taken out 
of their hands by the Attorney General. 

Mr Sacheverell.'] I think, Coventry did miftake me — ^I 
did a(k the queftipn^ whether there was not as much 
dapger of the non-commiflioned .Officers with pay, ^ 
t^Qw ccunmiflioned Officers without pay ? — I woul4 thccc- 
fojc.makeit part of the Addrefs," that the King wou^ b^ 
plcafed to recall all Comraiffions to Papifts, andlWpoft-ed:. 
Papifts, in the Kingdonis of England and Irelandy and 
odter' of his Dominions;** 

• The Addrefs was as follows : 

■ ** May it pleafe your Majefty, We yowr MajeftyV moft loyal 
atid duuflil Subje<2s, your Commons aflembled in Parliaraientv 
iiaving taken intqour ferious confideration what your Majefty, wa^, 
pjteafed tQ deliver to us this day in the,6a:nquetting-hoafe, and be- 
i^.moft defirous,..not only to exprefs our loyahy and afFecStions to- 
ypur Majefty's fervice, but alfo to preferve your Majefty*s good 
opinion of the manner of our Proceedings, do humbly reprefent to 
, your Majefty, the reafon of bur Proceedings in the comaiitnient 
ofSky^/J^A^f^/iiJ^yi^^aMemberofourHaafe; vi%. ttat^divera. 
Oommlifions were. granted to Popiih Qiftcei;?, and countjerfigiied:,, 
tiy^the feid Sir Jofeph IVtlliamfany and delivered out in OSiohef lall, . 
fince ^he meeting of this Houfe, and the diicovery of the prcfe^i:. 
Popi{h confi3iracy. Divers Warrantis have alfo been produced be- 
fore us, of Difpenfations, contrary to Law, for Popilh Officers to 
continue in their commands, and to be pafled in mufter, notwirh- 
ftanding they have not taken the Oaths of Allegiance and Su- 
premacy, and received the [blefled] Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, according to the late A61 of Parliamer^t m that behalf; All- 
Witich f^d Warrants were [likewife] counterfigned by the faid, 
%is^ofeph WilUamfon. Which being complained of to us, and* 
confeUed by the faid Sivjofeph WiUiamfon', in the Houfe of Com- 
pions. We your Majefty's moft dutiful fubjefts, having the imme- 
diate cohfideration before us of the imminent danger of your Mn- 
jefty^s Pefcibn, (the fafety whereof is above all things moft dear) 
and likewife the dangers, from Popifh Plots, fo nearly- threatcniig 
the peace and fafety of your Majefty 's Governmc^nt and the Pro* 
teftan,t {Religion, were humbly of opinion, we could not ilif- 
charge our duties to your M.ijefty and the whule rCJngJom, 
without the committing Sir jofeph IVlUiawfon \ and therefore 
moft humbly define that he may not be difcliarged by your Ma* 

jcfty. 
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jefty. And we do farther moft humbly defire your Afajefly 
to recall all Commiffions granted to all Papifts, or reput^ Papifts^ 
within the Kingdoms of England and Ireland^ or any other 
your Majefty's dominions and territories*" 
[Novembir 20, omitted.] 

TiurfJay, Novembef 21. 

[The Lords fent down the Bill for difablirig Papifls to fit in ei- 
ther Houfe of Parliament, &c. with fome Amendments, and a 
Provifo] exempting the Duke of Tork from taking the Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy, and the Declaration^ &c« 

[Debate*] 

Sir Robert Markham!] I am glad that thc^ Lords have 
fent us the Bill again, and am not forry for the Provifo in 
it, exempting the Duke^ &c. If the Duke's relation to the 
Crown be confidered, there is a difference between him 
and other Subjefts, and I move you to pafs the Provifo* 

Sir John Ernly.'] This mth^fahd cvnfcientii to myfelfi 
I make a difference betwijct this Peer (the Duke) and dl' 
the reft. The Lords have made a great ftep in this. Bill, 
that they have exempted no othet perfons 5 and I cannot 
but fay there is great reafon why this perfon Ihould not be 
comprehended in the common calamity with the reft. If 
the Duke fhould be banifhed, ot removed (he is out of 
the King*s Councils already) from the King's Perfon, in 
the circumftances he is in, whether would it be better, to 
be removed, or continue in the King's eye, to be obferved ? 
Foreign aid, we fee, has been treating for with the JFrencb 
King by Coleman — If the Jefuitical party. iho\iId de- 
fpair, and fall upon any perfon, I know not the confe- 
quence — I fear not what can come to us, if jthe t>ukc be 
amongll us. .'But I tjiink in confcience, that if we banilH 
the Papifts, and have the Duke under the King's eye, there 
will be no danger — There is but this one perfon exeixipted 
by the Lords, &c. and no great danger of him but what 
is in your power to remedy. 

Sir IVinJion Churchill'] Upon this difadvantage, whfcn I 
hear fo loud a cry, " To the Queftioft," I IhoUld not 
fpeak, but to difcharge my confcience. Though I think 
not to prevail, when I heard fo loud .a cry, i^Q^ againft 

what 
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what I am moving. The Lords are fo near the Govern- 
ment, that they fee more than we. They have not io 
flight ftakes as to overfee their game. I think that the 
Monarchy oi England is concerned in this. Confider the 
confequence, if you rejedl this Provifo. How far will you 
force fo great a Prince to declare ? You will give your 
adverfaries great advar»:age. Supp jfc the Duke takes 
not the Oaths, &c. Ah th..t do not take them, &c. will 
you make them Papirts ? There were fome at your Bar 
that were Quakers, who would not take them ; will 
you drive all that herd of fwine into the fea of Rome at 
once ? If thofe t^at fit in Parliament muft take them, 
thofe out of Parliament muft too — (And fo he fat down 
abruptly, ) 

Sir Charles Wheeler. ] I agree to the Provifo. If the 
Duke be in a capacity to fit in the Lords Houfe, then the 
Debate you have adjourned, about removing the Duke 
from the King's Prefence and Councils, you cannot pro- 
ceed in» If the Duke remains in the Lords Houfe, he can- 
not fingly and folely, on his own Vote, fl:op any Bill there, 
and this very Bill has pafled that you favoured fo much. 
This Bill will prevent the danger your Vote cxprefiTed of 
the Plot, and the Duke is not included in your Vote, &c. 
— I would therefore pafs the Provifo. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] You have the greateft matter 
before you that ever was in^this Houfe. The danger of 
difliurbance of Religion, is one of the moft pernicious 
apprehenfions imaginable. If this Prince fhould go into 
another place, it muft coft you a ftanding Army to 
bring him home again. Thefe things to be done upon the 
Heir of the Crown were never before. It was in the pov/- 
cr of Queen Mary to fee Queen Elizabeth^ and of Edward 
Vlth to fee Queen Mary. Suppofe the King on his death- 
bed ; muft he not fee the Duke, to give any order about the 
affairs of the Kingdom ? It is a hardfnip not to be offered 
to a condemned peribn. You are lofing this Bill, by caft- 
in^ out the Lords Provifo. And thefc Popifh Peers fit in 
the Lord's Houfe. You lofe that thing too, and it cannot be 
remedied^ and the Lords will carry any other provifion 
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you fliall make againft Popery — Deny it to be in thtf 
King's power to fee his brother, and he him, and the con- 
fequence will be fatal. 

Sir Edinund Jennings,'] You have not yet made any 
fteps towards the fafety of the Kingdom. The head-ach 
coming from an ill ftomach, to cut off the hair and apply 
oyls to the head will do no good, when the way is to 
cleanfe the Itomach. It is not removing Popilh Lords 
cut of the Houfe, nor banilliing Priefts and Jefuits^ nor 
removing the Duke from the King ; but it muft be re- 
moving Papifts from the Nation. As long as fuch a bo- 
dy of men are here, you muft never expect that the Pope, 
w^th his Congregation de propaganda fide ^ will let you be 
at reft. Till you do that, you do nothing-, when that is 
done, you need not trouble yourfelves with the fucceffion. 
I have no particular prejudice againft any of them. I 
have friendlhip v/ith feveral. But I am more for the fecu- 
rity of the Nation — You may endanger the Nation by this 
difficult point of removing the Duke out of the Lords 
Houfe, and I fhall leave it to you. 

Sir ylUcn A-pficy.] When the Houfe is all of a mind, as to 
the Duke's valour and expofing himfelf for the honour 
of the Nation, we cannot, without ingratitude, throw 
out this Provifo. 

Sir John Hrjimer.'] If you throw out this Provifo, 
you endanger the Nation. You know what you have 
done in rejeding the Duke's fervants. You had better 
impeach the Duke than throw out this Provifo, and 
take him from his Broilier. Keep him here, and you 
may breathe tiie v.holfome Dodrines of the Church of 
Efigland into him. And bccaufe I fee the whole Bill in 
danger, if you throw out tlie Provifo, and Religion too, 
therefore I ajtVi againft throv/ing it out. 

Sir Jonathan Trela-wricy.'] The confequences may be fo 
fat.'.I, if you throw cut this Provifo, that I am for agree- 
i:ip; with tlie I.ords in it. I'hc fcope of the Bill is not 
only to fupprjfs perfons that may propagate the growth 
of ropery, hut to break their future hopes. This be- 
fore you is cf the greatefr moment and concernment, 

that 
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that ever, came before a Ho'ufe of Parliament. I fpeak 
JQncerely 5 by throwing out this Provifo, give you not 
the greateft advantage to the Papifts to drive the Duke 
into Popifh hands ? Should that day come, of the King's 
death, what difobligation do you put upon the Duke ! 
For God's fake accept the Provifo. 

Thofe againft the Provifo fat filent. 

Earl of Afjcnam.} This Debate looks as if it was not 
tipon good ground and reafon^ but a refolved bufinefs* 
Nobody opens his mouth to anfwer any thing that is faid, 
but only to call for the Queftion. If fo, put it to the 
common fate of Aye and No. I think this is a fubjeil 
for another man's brains and tongue better than mine. 
'But pray confider • the Duke is the King's only Brother, 
the Son of that Martyr who died for his Religion. The 
Duke is faid to be " but a fubjeft •," but he is another 
kind of fubjeft than Lord Carrington (lately fecurcd about 
the Plot.) It is faid, " the Duke is not Heir apparent i" 
but I am fure he is apparent Heir. Generations to come 
will curfe this day's work ; therefore pray confider of it. 

Sir William Killigrew,] I dread taking the Duke from 
the King — '(and weeps.) 

Sir John Birkenhead,] In //^;i'7 Vlth's time, when all 
the Peers were fworn to the Great Charter, and not to 
lake up the Difierence between the Duke of Norfolk and 
. the Earl of M^arwick^ the Make-King *, propter celjttu- 
dinem ei excellentiam Domini Principis^ he was not ob- 
liged to take the Oath — To make a Law that the King 
fliall not go to his Bi*other, I underftand not ; it is the 
r fame thing as that his Brother Ihall not come to him. Do 
you think the King will give his confent to this Bill, to 
reftrain himfelf thus ? Cannot the King go to fee Mr 
Coleman^ if he will ? And not go fee his Brother ! You 
here will make a Law, that the Duke fhall be removed 
from the King's Prefence. Vv^hither fhall he go ? Into 
the country ? Or will you force him beyond fea ? If he 

*.The Earl o^ Warwick had the IV, who had been raifed entirely 

honour of rcfloring Henry VI. to by his means ; wherefore he was 

the Throne, after Jiaving depofed commonly c^Ud n^ King-maker . 

him, and of pulling down Edijoard Rapin, 
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was a pufillanimous Prince, of weak capacity ; but he 
is one of the moft magnanimous Princes in the world. 
He renounced the French intereft, that ufed his Brother 
ill in his exile — Drive him into French hands ! I fpeak in 
the prefcnce of God, I think, if you pafs this Provifb, 
it will be the greateft means to get him to our Religiott. 
For God*s fake pafs this Provifo. 

Mr SacheverelL'] Lord Ancram faid, " he wonders no 
man anfwers what is faid for the Provifo -," but I won- 
der they fhould offer fuch arguments. The Heir appa- 
rent was never excepted from taking Oaths for Preferva- 
tion of the King's Perfon. Show me that ever he was, 
I wonder, why, when the Prefervation of the King's 
Perfon is tiic cafe, the Duke fhould be excepted. I 
would gladly know how thefe Gentlemen know that the 
Duke is a Recufant, and will not take the Oaths nor the 
Teft. Whoever fuppofcs the Duke to be a Recufant, 
does forbid him the King's Prefence ; therefore I think 
all that argument is out of doors. 
, Sir Robert Carr.] You once excepted a Popifh Prieft 
from taking the Oaths, &c. * I fear, if you rejeft this 
Provifo, it will hurt what you would preferve. If here- 
after there fhould be occafion for this, let it be in a 
Bill by itfelf. Till I have better reafon than I have yet 
heard, I muft give my Vote for the Provifb. 

Sir George Doweling.'] I am one of thofe that will 
agree to this Provifo, and I will give you my reafon for it, 
for my own juflification. I had rather have half a loaf 
than no bread. I fay not that the Duke is a Papift; I 
know nothing of that ; but if he be a Papift, I had rather 
he fat alone in the Lords Houfe, than with all the Popifh 
Lords. Next confider, whether it is not better in prudioice, 
for the good of the kingdom, that the Duke fit in the 
Houfe of 2^ork (He meant " the Houfe of Lords y) I had 
rather have him amongft Proteftants thanPapifts, — in the 
heap of Papifls. It is better in prudence to endeavour 
to keep him amongft us, than to thruft him amongft 

* One wlio was inftrumental in concealing the King after fFcrciftr 

fight. 

Others— 


J 


Deiafes in Parliament in 1678* 245 

others — The Duke is a perfon to be led and not driven, 
to be won and not to be frighted, to be perfuaded and 
not compelled. It is our unhappinefs that this is come 
into his mind. Suppofe the Duke leaves the Kingdom, 
are there not Popifli Princes that will receive him ? You 
drive the Duke, by this, &c. from the King, and the 
Duke goes farther than you would have him. Will not 
Catholic Princes receive and entertain him ? How will 
you get him again ? I would agree to the Provifo. 
' Sir Thomas Higgins.'] Thofe Gentlemen againft the 
Provifo think it dangerous that the Duke Ihould be in 
the Houfe of Lords ; but it is moft demonftrable that 
the danger is on the other fide. It is that which con- 
cerns Pofterity, and, for aught I know, will entangle a 
War on Pofterity. Let Gentlemen, who are fo earneft 
againft this Provifo confider, (hould the Duke think him- 
felf difobliged, and go beyond the fea, and th^ French 
King fupport him with an hundred thoufand men 5 could 
a greater blow be given to the Proteftant Religion ? The 
Heir of the Crown to be in Popifh hands, the Duke 
there, and all Catholic Princes contribute to his Refto- 
ration to the Crown ! What danger is there in his finglc 
Perfon in the Lords Houfe ? For you fee this Bill has 
pafi^d. As we tender Union with the Lords, Satisfac- 
tion to the King, and the Quiet of thofe that come after 
us, let us agree to the Provifo. 

Sir Charles Harbor d."] I will tell you a ftory, and a 
true one, of Queen Elizabeth. When fhe was Lady 
Elizabeth^ and in Queen Mary^^ hands, two Articles 
were againft her, to take her off; one was, that fhe was 
of the Conlpiracy with Sir Thomas Wyat, They were 
brought in by the Pope, ^nd ratified by the Emperor. 
My Lord William of Pembroke^ (that great Lord who 
could neither write nor read) faid to King Philip*^ great 
Minifter of State, " If the Lady Elizabeth be ta- 
ken off, and Queen Mary die, there is an end of your 
Mafter in England^ for M0y Queen of Scots comes in as 
next Heir to the Crown. But your Mafter may have a 
Difpenfation to marry the Lady Elizabeth \ fhe is the 
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Heir apparent, and then no man can come betwixt, thfc 
Kingdom and him ^" by which means Queen Elizabeth 
was preferved — The King may have children, and, till he 
have, the Lawyers call the next " the Heir prefump- 
tive." — The confequence of rejedling this Provifo muft 
be to expofe the Duke, and then where are yau ? It will 
be the confequence of Mary Queen of Scots^ &c. 
Should the King die (which God iorbid, fo long as I, 
or any man here lives) the Duke may come back with 
terror and confufjon. I am therefore for the Provifo. 

Sir Richard Temple,'] This is the fame Debate (about 
removal of the Duke) that was adjourned to this day, 
with this Provifo. I am a friend to the intent of this Bill, 
and therefore to the Provifo. I would diftinguifh /the 
Duke from others of the Lords — Would you break all the 
wheels of this defign, is it not better to keep the Duke 
here alone with us ? That is the way to make him ours. 
Wherever the Duke goes, his title to the Crown goes a- 
long with him — The matter of Popery will go om the 
Duke abfent, better than when the King. fees all things. 
If you will take orF all the wheels of this pernicious de- 
fjgn, make the Duke yours, and keep him with you. 

Sir Edward Derir^g. ] Th^ dignity of the perfons rhakes 
the grcatnefs of the thing. If we difagree with the Lords 
in this Provifo, and leave it out, and the King give not 
his confcnt to the Bill, your Bill muft fall, or rqhs a 
great hazard. I would agree. See. and when that is done, 
jnove the King to give an immediate confent to the Bill. 
You have then but one Popifli Peer in the Lords Houfe, 
(if the Duke be one.) You may have great advantage in 
other Bills of Popery, by getting this. I would not lofe 
the refc, for the hopes of having this without the Pro- 
vifo^Upon thefe confiderations, I move you to pafs the 
Provifo, 

Mr PFaller.] I am much perplexed in this bufinefs. 
The Debate of removing the Duke, .&c. has been ad- 
journed feveral days, and alv/ays put off, but now blown 
in by a fide-wind. Still the Debate has been put oflF;. 
that was fome fign you would lay it afide. I am forry 

for 
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for the Provifo, I wifh we had had the Bill without it. 
But you expound' that which I never underftood, that the 
Duke, by it, fhould be removed from the Prefence of his 
Brother. From my experience abroad, and what I have 
read at home, I have ever obferved, that Princes of the 
Duke's magnitude ar^ Uke fire out of the chimney, and put 
in the mid(;ile of a room ; it makes a great blaze, but fets 
all on fire. . Edw. IV. did not agree with his coufm the 
Duke of Hereford. The Princes of the Blood in 
France are generally of a different opinion with the Mini- 
fters of State — They went away, but the King did all he 
could to get them to Court again. When the Civil Wars 
were in France^ Hen. III. fent for the King of Navarre to 
marry his fifter to be a help to him. David himfelf was a 
holy and a good man, but Abfalom would not (lay at Court. 
David was afraid of his life, for his fervants ran away 
from him to Abfalom^ as Jonathan told him. Foreign 
Princes will make ufe of the difcontents^ — 7nuUis utile beU 
lum. This removal of the Duke is of vaft confequence. 
Gentlemen are in earneft againft Popery. If I thought 
this Provifo was not, I would be againft it. There are 
Laws againft Papifts. This will make them fliufp.e a- 
gain, and the Papifts can have no hope but by diforder 
or defpair. By union in one Vote, when we were at 
Peace amongft ourfelves, we gave Spain a kingdom, viz. 
Sicily. What can we not do if we have Glory at home, 
and Peace abroad ? I would lay afide this Provifo, as the 
moft dangerous thing in the world. 

Sir Tho7nas Meres.] I value every man's reafdns, and 
this is the fame thing fpoken to before \ but new the thing 
comes from the Lords. I remt^mber only, that, upon 
the former Debate, this fide of the Houfe was fpeaking, 
and that fide of the Houfe fat filent. I will not in length 
run into argument. On one fide, the reafon againft the 
Provifo is, prudence and fafety. On the other, civility^ 
gratitude, and compliment. I would be on the civil 
fide, were not the fafety of the nation concerned. No 
doubt but Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was civil to go to Sorrier- 
fet Hgufey &:c. and he was civil to Mr Cokman to compare 
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notes with him : But he loft his life by it. 1 think that 
the Bill, as we fent it up to the Lords, names not the 
Duke ; and I would avoid naming him in the Provifo. 
The Lords name him. I am afraid to name him fo, as if 
poflibly he may be a rebel, as if poffibly a Papift — This 
Bill names him not. I had rather this Bill had never been 
brought into the Houfe, than that this Provifo Ihould 
name the Duke. I name him not fo, but if the Provifo 
will name him fo, it is a beginning of Toleration — I am 
againft the Provifo for the Duke's fake. 

Sir Philip IVarwick.] At the beginning of the Long 
Parliament, no moderation could be had between the 
King's Prerogative and the fubjefts Liberty. Nothing 
was more unjuft, nothing more unfortunate. I would 
rather con/ider that a Popifh SuccefTor may not be, but 
a Proteftant of our Religion. 

Sir Henty CapeL] It is faid byfVarwick^ " no modera- 
tion could be had in the Long Parliament, &c." but it 
was neither imprifonment of the Members, though that 
broke into Laws and Liberties, it was not the violation of 
property by illegal taxes, but it was the unhappy hand of 
Popery which brought that diforder in, and poflibly fhed 
the blood I came of — (his father, Lord Capel.) — Since 
the King's Reftoration, Popery has played in Court, in our 
negotiations of War and Peace, of fetting up Minifters 
and taking them down ; and God knows where it will 
end — I have a reprefentation as other men have ; wife and 
children, and all is at- ftake. Will not this ftartle a great 
man ? I hope it will. Were it not for hope, the heart 
would break. I hope yet that this great Prince will come 
into our Church — But will you, by admitting thisProvifo, 
have all our tongues tied, and by Law declare the Duke 
a Papift ? Shall this be done by a Law ? If it muft come 
from us, this is not the time. If once I can feparate the 
Duke's intereft from his perfon, I v/ould fcrve him. Prefs 
down that Popifh intereft more and more by Law, and 
when the Duke is naked, and clear from Popilh intereft, 
then it is time to offer our fervices to him. It is in his 
hands to lave this whole Nation, but I will never allow 

an 
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an argument, as this Provilb implies, that a Peer Ihalf 
do any thing againft his Country — When he is naked 
and alone,' I will ferve him, and he may ferve himfelf. 

Sir William Coventry.'] A Gentleman on the other fide 
of the Houfe has faid one word that has awakened me. 
In point of gratitude, I need not tell you my obliga- 
tions to the Duke *. I will not deny a great deat of 
■what has to-day been ftarted. The danger of the Pnv 
vifo is only reafons from the prefumption of the good- 
nefs of this Prince's difpofition. I Ihall fay but one 
word, though, 1 apprehend, not any thing I can fey can 
prevail in this matter. Confider whether this Prince has 
hot been ufeful to you. Whether he has not made a 
greater ftep to the Proteftant Religion, by marrying his 
daughter to the Prince of Orange^ which had his con- 
currence — From that inftance, he is fo far from danger, 
that he has been a help to us — This is the reafon why I 
am for the Provifo. 

Several cried out^ '' Coleinan\ Letters, Cokmat^s Let- 


ters." 


Sir Robert Howard.'] CapePs father would have fought 
for the Crown, whatever Devil had raifed the ftorm againft 
it. This Provifo is a fingle difpofing of a perfon for the 
fecurity of the Nation. Excluding him (the Duke) from 
the Prefence of the King, is it meant eternally ? (It is 
granted he may ftay thirty days, &c. by Warrant from 
the Privy Council.) What will hold of all you have 
done, if the Crown come to him ? What will become 
of you, if an exafperated Prince come to govern, though 
not of {o great a fpirit as the Duke ? I, in my extre- 
mity, would fcorn to do an aft fo low, that I would 
not have difdained to do in my prolperity. The propo- 
fition of doing good by this, &c. is to do nothing, for 
it IS but the fhape of a thihg, and not the thing itfelf* 
He is not a man in ordinary condition of other Peers. 
He is feparate from other fubjefts, and by a Title. The 
Duke fees no Catholic Lords come to the Houfe of 

• He had been lus Secretary. 
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Peers more. He fees he is fcparated from them by this 
Provifo •, and will a man in his condition, prefcrved by a. 
Parliament, put himfelf upon mifchief? Will that be his 
gratitude, think you ? We all refpefl: his perfon, and may 
hope, that, when he fees his own temper fo different from 
us, he will embrace that here which he will never find in 
the Popifh .Religion. He is fafe, when others are rejefl:- 
ed, he is preferred, and may return more ufeful to the 
King and us. 

Sir Thomas Lee.'] This is an unfortunate matter before 
us. As this great Perfon here is remarkable for the 
match of his Daughter with the Prince of Orange^ and 
no lefs remarkable that both his Daughters are bred up 
Proteftants, it makes me think, that this Provifo is an 
unfortunate refleftion on the Duke, brought on by them 
that ftielter Popery under his Name. It is not fo much 
from the Papifts, as the Proteftants, that aft the part of 
Popery, to do their own work. Thofe that fupport the 
intereft of the Papifts, however they call themfclves Pro- 
teftants, do more to fupport Papifts than Papifts them- 
fclves. It does not appear plain, that the Duke is a Pa- 
pift, and that he will not take the Teft and Oaths, &c* 
If it falls out that he fliould not, the inconveniences may 
be eafily obviated by a Bill, and the greateft happinefe to 
the Duke — I fee no change in affairs, or the leaft ftep in 
Councils altered fince the difcovery of the Plot, •■ which 
puts me in mind that the Duke has not influenced all 
thefe Councils, and it is not in his power to do it. (I 
know not the profpccl others ha,ve of it.) But when I 
confider, what will become of Gentlemien that have Ab- 
bey-Lands, when they are told by the Priefts on their 
death-beds, that they cannot die in peace witliout reftor- 
ing them ? If we reftrain not the Priefts, there will be 
no need of an Aft to reftore Abbey-Lands, they will re- 
turn to the Romijh Church of themfelves ; as if to pre- 
vent Popery, you will pile up faggots to fire Proteftants, 
and will need nothing but letting them on fire, and lay 
^11 this upon the Duke. For the regard I have for the 
rail;e, I agree not to ufe the Duke hardly, but if the 
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Diike cannot comply with the Oaths, &c. it is for his 
fafety, that it is others, and not he, that are the caufe of 
it ; other- men fheltering themfelves under the Duke. 
No man knows, but that a fettled opinion in the nation, 
when dillurbed, may draw on a rebelUon. No man can 
fay but this Aft, &c. is neceifary, and is not this Provifo 
enough to raife all the people in rebellion ? It is for the . 
Duke's fake therefore that I would rejeft this Provifo. 

Sir Roierl Sawyer,] That Statute of Hen, VII. which 
m^Skdp it not criminal to affift the King de faElo^ &c. was 
ipade for the fafety of the nation, when the Crown had 
been tottering to and fro, between the two Houfes of Tork 
a^d Lancafi€r\ but it alters no man's right to the Crown. 
But I prefer a right title before all other confiderations 
whatever-^I am forry for this Provifo. I look on it as the 
greatefl: refleftion on the Duke tl^at can be. The Provifo 
is exaftly contrary to the title of the Bill. Here is a 
Provifo for a perfon to be excepted from the neceffary 
means to that end. Either the body of the Bill is not 
an effeftual remedy, or there are perfons that fhould not 
contribute to the Bill — I would have. any man give me 
an inftance, that ever any perfons were excufed from the 
Oath for the fafety of any King's Perfon. In lefler.con^ 
cernments they have. We ought not to prefume the 
Duke to be a Papift, and this exemption of the Duke 
from the Oaths prefumes a principle in him oppofite to 
the King's prefervation. It has been faid, " that this Pro^ 
vifo will ftiut the Duke from the King's Prefence ; " but I 
think it does not. The Duke is not of that principle to 
diveft the prcfent King of a great part of his Government, 
which Popery does. This Provifo is to exempt a perfon, 
in dangerous times, from the Oaths of Allegiance, &c. I 
hope the Duke will take the Oaths. I have no reafon to 
imagine the contrary, when the wifdom of the whole Land 
thinks it fit ; and the King is fafe with it, and without it he 
cannot be fafe. For refpe6t to the Duke, I will go as far 
as any man •, but I cannot think any perfon ought to be 
exempted from the Oaths, when the fafety of the King, 
the Government, and theProteilant Religion is concerned, 

Mr 
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Mr Sollicitor fFinmngton.'] The pofture of things be- 
ing fo as we apprehend, it is every man's intereft to favc 
the Nation from Popery. The Queftion is now, ** whe- 
ther we fhali receive this Provifo to exempt the Duke 
from theOathSj &c. I think, the fafety of the Nation, the 
prefervation of the King's Perfon, and the Proteftant Re- 
ligion miift be the ground, let the perfon or quality con- 
cerned be ever fo great. Now whether your rejefting 01* 
retaining the Provifo is for the fafety of all three, is the 
Queftion — It is faid, " that the Provifo promulgates to all 
the world, that the Duke is a Papift." It is an argument 
that has a great deal in it. But as this Provifo ftands, it 
brings no new advice to the Kingdom that the Duke is 
under thofe apprehenfions, but, e contra^ there are thofc 
apprehenfions without the Provifo. I will fay nothing of 
my own perfonal gratitude to the Duke, but fpeak my 
mind plainly — Notwithftanding what is reported of the 
Duke's Religion, for aught that appears, the Duke is but 
in a deliberative ftate, and God may fo difpofe his heart, 
that he may come over to us. This Provifo is not of that 
dire effeft as is thought — Suppofe the Duke be a Papift, 
is it not for the fafety of the Kingdom, that the Duke be 
kept with the King in his prefence, rather than be fent 
amongft all Papifts ? If the Billpafs, it is an cxclufion of 
the Popifh Lords from that Houfe, and Papifts from the 
Court, "not -to be there above thirty days in a year, and 
with Licence from the Privy Council," fo that, methinks, 
the ftrength^ of the argument lies that way. The 
Duke being in a deHberating ftate, I hope that he will- 
follow the example of his grandfather, Henry the fourth 
of France : When he faw the univerfal genius of the Na- 
tion for a Religion, he complied with it. I hope the Duke 
will confider of it. Confider, the efFeft of the Provifo 
can have no operation on the Duke, if he be King ; then 
it ceafes. You need not fear, when the Duke is alone, 
but he is in a fafer pofture, than amongft the Popifh 
Lords, &c. It is faid by Sawyer^ " that this Provifo is a- 
gainft the title of the Bill :" But it has no incongruity in 
that, for all Provifoes fcem to degenerate from the Bill, 

elfe 
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elfe they could have no fuch appellation. I am for the 
Provifo. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] This Provifo, pafling as now it is, 
Ipoils all future expeftation from this Bill. 

Sir Charles Harbor d."] This Provifo being caft out, 
there is more danger to the Kingdom than in any thino* 
in the world. I may be heard twice too, as well as 
others. 

Lord Cavendijh.] I cannot agree to the Duke's being 
declared a Papift by Aft of Parliament, till I hear the 
Lords reafons for the Provifo. If we agree to the Provifo, 
we cannot hear the Lords reafons. Poflibly I may be 
convinced by the Lords, but I am not by any thing I. 
have heard yet. 

Thfe Provifo was agreed to, 158 to 156*. 

Mr Southwell.'] I move that you would adjourn, for 
now the Provifo is agreed to, the Bill is worth nothing. If 
the Duke come to the Crown, he may call whom he 
pleafes into the Lords Houfe. 

Mr Hyde.] If the majority be of SacheverelPs mind, 
you may adjourn. 

•Sir Thomas Meres.] I hope that thofe Gentlemen that 
were for the Provifo will help us on with fome Bills for 
fuppreffion of Popery, to amend this, for the Provifo 
makes it little worth. 

Refolvedj That Reafons be drawn up to be offered at a Confe- 
rence for not agreeing with the Lords in their fecond and third 
Amendments, &c. [relating to the fervants of the Queen and 
Dutchefs of TorL] 

Mr Bennet.] I would have you appoint a time to con- 
fider of the Addrefs for the Duke's removal from the 

• The Duke fpoke on this Pro- Religion might be, it fhould only 

vifo [in the Houfe of Lords] with be a private thing between God 

mat earnellnefs, and with tears in and his own foul, and that no ef- 

his eyes. He fail * * he was now to fed of it fhould ever appear in the 

caft himfelf on their favour in the Government." The Provifo was 

greateft concern he could have in carried for him by a fbw voices, 

this world." He fpoke much of And, contrary to all mens expec- 

** his duty to the King, and of his tations, it paiTed in the Houie of 

zeal for the nation ; " and folemn- Comiyions. Burntt. 
ly proteftedy " that, whatever his 
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Kjng's Prefence^nd Councils. If Popery muft come irt, 
I would have it come eafily, without force. 

Sir Winjion ChurchilW] I would \\2iytBennei reproved for 
what he has faid. 

Mr Finch.'] I hope you will have good fruit of this Bill. 
If this Provifo had not pafled, you would have had no 
fruit of the Bill, nor the Seffion neither, nor fecurity for 
the Proteftant Religion. It is the means to preferve the 
Nation from Popery. 

A Breach of the Peace happening in the Houfe, between 

5ir Jonathan Trelawney and Mr JJh : 

The Speaker faid,] I know not who was the author, or 
occafion, of this difturbance, but be my relation ever fo 
near to them *, I muft tell you who they are that have 
given blows in the Houfe : They are Sir Jonathan Trelaw-^ 
ney and Mr Ifilliam AJh. 

Mr Williams.'] I faw fomething that paffed betwixt 
thefe two Gentlemen. I am forry 1 faw what I did fee. 
There was fuch a cafe once mfVeJlminJier^Hall^ and it puz* 
zled the Judges. I am forry for this cafe, now we are 
fecuring the Nation by the Militia, that the Peace fhould 
be broken amongft ourfelves. What has pafled looks 
like an unhappy omen* > 

Sir Jonathan Trelawney.] I rife up the earlier to Ipeak, 
becaufe I wifn this had been in another place ^ but; perhaps 
in a more facred place than this, if any man fhould call 
. me " rafcal,*' I Ihould call him " rebel,'* and give him a 
box on the ear* The caufe of the quarrel that happened 
was this. Colonel Birch was faying, " Lofe this queftion 
(about the Provifo) and he would move for a gt^neral 
Toleration." " No," laid I, " I never was for that." 
And 4/h faid, " I am not for Popery.*' Said I, " Nor 
I for Prefbytery." I came to JJhj and told him " he muft 
explain his words." Said JJh^ " I am no more a Pref- 
byterian than you are a Papift.** Upon which I feid, 

. * Mr JJh and the Speaker married two iiflersy and Sir Jonathan 
Trelawney married the Speaker's aunt« 
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*' AJh was a rafcal," and I ftruck him, ^nd Ihould have 
done it any where j but I am fenfible it was in heat, and 
I humbly alk the pardon of the Houfe for it. 

SivfVillidm Harbor d J] He has behaved himfelf like a 
man of honour. I muft fay this, I faw ^relawney ftrike 
a, ftroke. 

Sir William Portman.'] Here has been a juft account 
given of the thing. I pray God there be no ill confequence 
of it. 

Mr SacheverellJ] I have a great refpeft for the two 
Gentlemen, but more for the prefervation of the Peace of 
i.your Councils. If you put up this, and make not an ex- 
. ample, you do not juftice to yourfelves. 

Lord Cavendijh.] I allow both the Gentlemen to be in 
■ fault extremely. There can be no excufe made for ill 
language, nor blows, here, but you muft make diftinc- 
tion. You ought, in your cenfure, to go firft on the ag- 
greffor, who has done fo great a fault contrary to the 
Peace at this time — You can do no lefs than fend him to 
the Tower^ and expell him the Houfe. 

Mr Williams.] By the Orders of the Houfe, if you de- 
bate the cenfure they ought to withdraw. 

The Speaker.] If you go on in the Debate, they 
muft withdraw. 

Mr JJh,] You have a relation from the Gentleihan, 
which is, in a great meafure, true. I hope you will allow 
that the provocation was great. I do acknowlege I 
have done a great fault, and I humbly afk the pardon of 
the Houfe. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] There can be no Debate who 
- fhall be puniftied, or who not, till they are both withdrawn. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] Who provoked, or who followed 
the provocation, muft be an after Debate. But neither of 
them ought to fit ^ it will be voting in one another's cafe. 

Sir Thomas I^ee, upon the Speaker'*s Alotion.^ '^ That 

both of them Jloould be in cuftody of the Serjeant^'* faid^] 

. You muft commit them before judgment be paffed upon 

them, and then they ought to come upon their knees to 

the Bar, before they be difcharged. 

Sir 
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Sir Thomas Uttleton.'\ It is not an equal way of pro- 
ceeding. The Speaker fays, only, " irt fafe cuftody/' It 
may be others think they do not deferve commitment at 
all, or one to be committed to the Serjeant, the other to 
the Tower. 

The Speaker.] There is nothing more equal than to 
put them both into the fame condition, and to order it 
upon your Books, " that it is for fecurity, till the Houie 
confider how to proceed. 

Ordered^ That Sir Jonathan Trelawney and Mr AJh be fecur- 
cd by the Serjeant at Arms, for having committed a breach of 
the Peace in the Houfe, untill the matter be [examined and] 
determined by the Houfe* 

'LsOxdiCavendiJh.'\ I move, " that 3lr^/iaw»(y, as being 
the aggreflbr ia this breach of the Peace, may be expelled 
the Houfe." 

Mi^ Booth ^ Trelawney came to AJh^ and reflefted upon 
his family for being " Prefbyterians and rebels.** You 
can do no lefs than fend him to the Tower^ and expell 
him the Houfe. 

Mr Bennet.] When I confider the noife without doors, 
and how your Members are reflected on for what they do 
here ; and that when I had the ill luck to difpleafe the 
Court, they faid, " there goes fuch a rogue, he is for a 
Commonwealth •,** and when families are refledbed upon, 
notwithftandinganAftoflndemnity and Pardon,what will 
be the end of all this ! Though I can juftify myfelf from 
all this. My father and grandfather were for the King, 
yet I have heard myfelf cajled *' fanatic,** where I durft 
not anfwer again. Whoever calls' a man " rebel** here, 
deferves to be expelled the Houfe, and I would have but' 
that one punifhment for Trehwney. 

Sir John Taliot. ] Your firft Queftion muft be " -whe- 
ther Trelawney was the firft aggreflbr,** and put that 
Queftion. 

Sir Charles Wheeler.'] ^ He that ftrikes again, makes 
himfelf his own judgCy' Both have broken your Order. 
(He lias mijlaken^ and out ^ and fo fat down.) 

Sir 
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Sir P^ohert DillingtoHi,'] It was my chance to be by, 
\7hen the difference happened between thefe two Gentle- 
men. Colonel Birch feid, " he was an old foldier, and 
was for making a fafe retreat, and the befl: way now was 
for a Bill of Toleration.'* Trelawney faid, " I am not for 
tolerating Prefbytety.'* " Nor I/* fays AJh^ " for Po- 
pery^** And this was all the provocation that AJh gave 
to Trelawnef. 

Sir Thomas Meres.'] Trelawney names " Prefbytery'* 
ftrft, and ftrikes firft : Pray determine that, and thea 
come to the reft. 

Earl of Ancram.] Where the honour of the Houfe is 
concerned, I will fpeak my mind freely. I will not come 
to the provocation, but the aftion. It is one way to do an 
ad: out of the Houfe, and another in. The Speaker's 
prudence faved the Houfe once, in a diforder in the Grand 
Committee, from fome great misfortune*. A blow 
jQruck in the Houfe of Commons is a blow ftruck at all 
the Commons of England ; all are ftruck, and it may go 
farther. Private perfons muft not wound all the Commons 
X3f England. I leave it to you. 

Mr Secretary Coventry. "] All ofFenfive language is to be 
punifhed. But if Trelawney was accufed by ji/h of " Po* 
pcry,'* it was as great a provocation as for "Trelawney to 
accufe JJh of " Preftjytery.** I will put you in mind of 
a long Debate once here of a difference betwixt Mr Mar- 
veU and Sir "Thomas Clifford •, they both afked the for- 
givenefs of the Houfe. It went fo far, that, becaufe the 
words were in priority to the blow, Mr Marvell^ who 
gave the words, afked pardon of the Houfe firfr. 

Sir Nicholas Carezv.] If the provocation was in Clifford'% 
cafe for words, &e. this is another cafe. To be called 
" fon of a rebel, and defcended from rebels,** is the greateft 
breach of good manners that ever Was. It is not a time 
now to break the Aft of Indemnity. Let us unite as faft 
as we can — Thofe that were rebels were aftive in bring- 
ing in the King* Though, as for myfelf, I have fufFered 

• Sec Vol. III. p. 128. 
Vol. VL S by 
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by the times, both in my perfon and eftate, I am not 
for breaking the Aft of Indemnity. 

Mr JVilliams.] I hope you will not make your own 
Court lefs than JVeJlminJler-HalL I would punifli Trelaw^ 
ney by expelling him the Houfe. 

Sir Jchn Ernly.\ I move " xh^it^relawney may be fcnt 
to the "Tower ^ and then that you will confider what to do 
with ^." I would not confider the provocation on one 
fide or the other. We faw the blows, but heard not the 
words. Both ftruck, and pray fend them both to the 
Tower. 

Sir John Birkmbead.] See the cafe of JVeJion and Drury 
who fought. It is in your Journal, 4 Edw. VI. 

Mr fVilliams.] If the firft Queftion be for fending them 
to the Tower J I will give my negative, and then for ex- 
pelling, he may go fcot-free. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] For fettling the Queftion, arid 
declaring the matter of faft, perfons may Ipeak more than 
once — Sending a man to the Tower^ and in three or 
four days to let him out again-; is this any thing of pu- 
nifhment in coniparifon of the offence ? I would rather give 
the thing all up — -Juft as you punifhed the Sheriflr" of 
Northamptonjhire *. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] If you expell Trelawney^ you 
take av/ay the freehold of them that fent him hither. The 
Law confiders mediums, when things are done with in- 
tention and in cold blood. I would know, what a Gen- 
tleman fliould do, in fuch a cafe as this. But the faft 
is done •, put therefore fuch a Qiieftion, as you have 
examples and precedents cf. Send them both to the 
Tower. 

The Speaker.] I muft do right to the Houfe. The firft 
Qiieftion moved for was, " whether 2r^/tfa»»(y-fliouId be 
expi^lied the Houfe.'* 

Tlie previous Queftion for expelling Trelawney pafled in the 
Negative, .i 30 to 1 10. 

Sir Eiiab Harvey.] Now this Queftion is over, I am 
5o;ainft fendino; them to the Tower. One fhall be called 

• See p. 186. 
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* rebel and traytor," and both have equal punifhment. 
4Jb fhall pay 50/. fees, and Trelawney nothing. 

The Speaker.] I will make you a Motion, " that Sir 
Jonathan TrelaUoney may be fent to the Tower ^ there to re- 
main during this Seflion of Parliament/* The perfon of 
Mr AJh is nearefl: in relation to me, and I woirid be near- 
ift in my fervice to him. But pray regard your own ho- 
HbUr, regard yourfelves. 

Sit Thomas Meres,'] What you have moved is moft 
(worthy, and I am for it. 

Sefolved^ That Sir Jonathan Trelawney be fent to the Tower^ 
tliere to remain during this Seflion of Parliament. 

On Mr AJh\ punifhment. 

Mr Williams,'] Where the Law acquits him, I fuppofe 
you will not condemn him, here — It being true that Tre- 
lavmey faid the words, you have punilhed yiv yJJh by 
Qommitment to the Serjeant. It is true, a man may 
flbike in his own defence \ it is lawful. It is plain, the 
firft provocation was from Trelawney. What happened 
fix)m AJh is juftifiable in Law; 

Serjeant Gregory,] I hope you will not punifh a man 
that has committed no fault. If the fecond blow appears 
DO be in AJh^s own defence, the Law, upon an aftion 
birought, makes him not guilty. He had worfe words 
clian '' rafcal" given him, before he gave any. AJh be- 
ing guilty of no crime, I hope you will inflift no pu- 
lifnment. 

Sir John Birkenhead.] I wonder that a man fliould 
take the fword out of the Magiftrate's hand, and that 
[hould be no crime, and the Long Robe fhould fay " it 
is- no offence." The blow was given in the King's Houfe, 
and, by the Saxon Law, it was death, and, by a con- 
itmiando^ 28 Henry VIII. drawing of blood — Let AJh be 
punilhed by you, left he have, greater punifhment. 

Serjeant Gregory,] The affront was not given to the 
walls of the Houfe, but to the Speaker, fitting in the 
Chair of the Houfe. 

Sir John Birkenhead.] By the 28th Henry VUL if a 

S 2 man 
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man ftrikes in an integral part of the King's Palace, he 
might as well ftrike in the King's bed-chamber. 
, E2ivl of ^ncr am.] I have known that misfortune of 
words, amongft brave men. Words may make re- 
paration for words ; but blows are for a dog, and not a 
quarrel to be taken up. Here has been a blow given in 
the Houfe of Commons. A man that fits here fhould 
have his underftanding fo far about him, that a word 
Ihould not bring him fo in paflion, as it would do in 
another place. Truly I think Mr jijh pardonable in this 
cafe ; and I would have him reprimanded only in his 
place. 

Which being ordered, Mr JJh was called in. 

The Speaker.] Mr JJhj the Houfe has confidered the 
diforder you committed, and the provocation that was 
given you. They have a tendernefs for every Gentleman 
that is a Member ; therefore they have thought fit to 
proceed tenderly with you, only. When you make the 
Houfe judge, &c. you make yourfelf no way jufti- 
fiable, but by extraordinary provocation and pailion. 
And you are to proceed no farther in this quarrel with 
Sir Jonathan Trelawneyj and the Houfe requires you to 
declare it. 

Mr JJh.] I acknowlege that I have committed a great 
fault, but there was a great provocation to it. And I 
Ihall humbly acquiefce in the determination of the 
Houfe. I fhall proceed no farther in the matter, and I 
acknowleo;e the sreat favour of the Houfe. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.] I move for the fame engage- 
ment from ^relawney^ " That he do not proceed any 
farther in this quarrel, either by himfelf or his fiicnds.** 
P'or elfe, when the Seflion is ended, there may be dif- 
orders, and he not in your power to punifli. And I 
move, that the Speaker require Trelawney^ in obedience 
to your commands, not to purfue the quarrel. And I 
believe he will give obedience to it. 

It was ordered accordingly. 
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Friday J November 22. 

Mr Powle reports the defe<9: of Mr. Bedlow's Pardon *.] The 
word *' murdrum^' is not mentioned in it. " Homicidiuni^ is 
mentioned. The word " murdrunC^ has been formerly omitted 
in Pardons, upon giving no countenance to '' murder." There 
was one Richardy^ mentioned in Judge Rolle's Reports, who was 
hanged twelve years after, for want of that word in his Pardon, 
for want of zNon ohftante^ Sec. Mr Bedlow would have that word 
expr^d in the Pardon ; and if it be at your defire to the King, 
then no countenance will be given to *' murder" to be ordinary 
in Pardons. I would fend the Pardon to the Attorney General, 
that ** murder" may be expreffed, but not in general words. 

Mr SoUicitor JVinnington.'] The Pardon having paffed 
the Seal, it is not to be mended by the Attorney Gene- 
ral. But Mr Bedlow may have a new Pardon. If you 
doubt the infufficiency of this Pardon, the King may 
grant another Warrant for one, and may let it be parti- 
cular as to *' murder ^^ for general words will not com- 
prehend it. 

Mr Williams.] I was with Mr Attorney General about 
this Pardon ; who faid, " it was a very advifed and wary 
thing to pardon all murders ; but for particular mens 
murders there are precedents, but very rare.'* " For fe- 
lonioufly killing," generally, it is a great queftion whe- 
ther that Pardon will amount to " murder -," this of 
Mr Bedlow*^ being a pretty odd cafe. In the Laws of 
Rich. 11. and Edw. III. it was a rare thing in an Aft of 
Parliament to pardon*' all murders." " For pardoning all 
murders," the Attorney faid, " he fliould be Ihy in pafT- 
ing it-, but for the felonious killing of Sir Edmund- 
bury Godfrey^ it may be done." In the King's Pardon, 
read in the Houfe, there was a miftake, *' nolentes'^ for 
** volentes *," but it was agreed, that the Pardon was right in 

• Information had been given fied that his Pardon was full e- 
to the Houfe the day before,, nough." See the Journal, 
** That Mr Bedlow wa* not fatis- 
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the Lords Houfe. This new Pardon for Mr Bedlow 
may be fcaled in the King's prefence, and need have no 
other fornnialities. 

Sir John Birkenhead.] One Lord killed another eleven 
years ago*-, who w9uld not have ^^ murdrum" put 
into his Pardon, " becaufe," he faid, *' he was not 
guilty of it." " But/' faid his Counfel, " you may be 
pardoned for manflaughter, and hanged for murder." I 
would have Bedlow have a full Pardon, for he has told 
you he has been a great rogue. 

The place of Mr SedIow*s abode, and his alias was omitted, 
Vi%, '' ff^illiams." 

Refolved^ That an Addrefs be made to the King, [to defire] 
that Mr Bedlow may have his Pardon full as to the murdering of 
Sir Edmundhury Godfrey f. 

Debate on the King's laft Speech. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] That the Papifts may know 
that they (hall not acquire any thing by the King's 
death -, if the Laws are looked into that already are, 
you will find them as fevcre againft Catholics as can be 
made, but they are not executed. I would therefore 
have fuch Liaws made, that the King may not have 
any power to dilpenfe with any penal Laws againft 
Papifts. 

Sir George Hunger ford.] I would know, if fuch Laws 
be made, who flaall refift, if the King fhall dilpenfe 
with them ? 

Mr SacheverelL] I take it, that this day the King's 
Speech is to be taken into confideration. I did expcft 
of thofe Gentlemen who are fo tender of moderation, 
that they would have told us how to fecure the Proteftant 
Religion upon the conditions in the King's Speech. 
Firft, the Speech tells us, " we are not to change the 
right of Succeffion.*' Then I would gladly know, 
whether they would leap over that, or no j and not de- 

* The Duke oi Buckingham kill- f This laft particular is not ex- 
cd the Earl of Shreivjbury. See prefled in the Journal. 
Vol. II. p. 246. 
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feate It ? Next, " The King wUl pafs Bills for preferva- 
tion of the Proteftant Rehgion, &c. fo that the defcent 
of the Crown be not impeached in the true Line." Un* 
left we leap over that condition, how can we make any 
aflbciation, as in Queen Elizaheth\ time, &c. ? Next, 
how can we fecure Religion, or the juft rights of any 
Proteftant Succeflbr, unlefs the King's power be reftrain- 
ed ? And will you leap over that ? I would know how 
diey will leap over thefe conditions, and yet fettle the 
Proteftant Religion for the Succeflion ? 

Sir John Talbot. ] We ftiall ceafe to be a Parliament, 
li Sacheverell ufcs the phrafes of" thofe Gentlemen,'* and 
** they," &c. We would go on in a parliamentary 
way of proceeding, in a way of reafon, a fair way. 

Sir Thomas Meres, ^ In the firft place, Sacheverell did 
ipeak in a parliamentary way, and a rhetorical ftyle too. 
J will leave him, and go to Talbot ,^ who correfted him 
for faying " they," and " thofe Gentlemen," and ufes 
*' we" himfelf. I love my time very well, and from 
our time I would have the Proteftant Religion come to 
the next. Let us go into a Grand Committee, that we 
may not be bound up to fpeaking once only in the 
Houfe •, and I will offer my fervice in this matter with 
the reft. And though we cannot get all the fecurity for 
the Proteftant Religion, in the Succeffion, &c. yet let 
us have as much as we can get.. 

Mr Williams.'] If we take it for granted for a pofi- 
tion, and admit that you muft have a Popifli Prince in the 
fucceflion, then you need not leave the Chair, and go 
into a Committee. But if you will go upon the main, 
that is, the danger of the Proteftant Religion in a Popifli 
Succeflion, then we go into a Committee. It is not the 
Papifts that can bring in Popery, but Proteftants that 
favour it. And another way is to make eafy Laws, that 
will fignify nothing. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.] If you go generally into a Com- 
mittee " to confidcr the King's Speech," you are bound 
hand and foot, and can tlebate nothing elfe. But if you 
fay generally, " to confider remedies to preferve the Pro- 
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teftant Religion, 4nd fupprefs the growth of Popery/* 
you may do ibmething to the purpofe. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] We cannot be bound by the King's 
Speech, in making of our Laws. 

Mr SacheverelL ] I would know whether we may Ipeak 
againft an eftabliflied Law, before we go into a Grand 
Committee. 

Sir Richard Temple,'] It is an inherent Privilege in any 
Member, that, with le^ve, he may fpeak to the repeal- 
ing any Law. And 1 would have it an Order to the 
Committee, to ^ve their Opinion in repealing any Laws 
in being. 

In a Grand Committee^ 

The Sp^ker. ] It is the higheft ftep that can be taken, 
and in no part of the world to be precedented, that 
Lords fhould fit in the Lords Houfe to extenuate their 
crimes, or at leaft to improve them. I am now free 
from thofe apprehenfions, by the Bill, &c. The Popifh 
Lords are driven out of the Houfe, and the Court too. 
It is not the confideration of one fingle perfon, how 
great foever he be, in that Houfe, that can ftand in ba-? 
lance with the Nation. I fay, it is not the influence of 
one perfon amongft them, that can be to the prejudice 
of your affairs, or can create a difturbance to the Laws* 
But there remains fomething to be done that you have 
not done. Things are carried on at Court by the fbl- 
licitation of perfons •, I m.ean, foreign Minifters, I wifh, • 
that a Reprefentation may be made to the King, of the too 
familiar accefs that foreign Minifters have to him. They 
come to Court rather like private follicitors than Am- 
bafladors ; and the nation fuffers more by their private 
Conferences, than their public Addrefles. Having gone 
fo far, the next thing I Ihall prefent to your confidera-? 
tion is, that thofe who have had a hand in the Plot, may 
meet with the fevereft judgment ; though not within 
the fecret circumftances in that cafe where two witnefles 
are required. Where there are not two witnefles, I 
would make no fcruple to hang them with one. Though 
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' poffibly they are not all equally guilty, yet they have 
had fome commiflion to carry on the Plot. Therefore, 
for the more eafy conviftion of Catholics, the King 
has given charge to the Judges in their Circuits, and at 
Wejlminjler^ about it, and they have done their part, but 
yet fcarce tv/o of quality have been convifted. Their 
intereft and their purfe have faved thcrj . Therefore I pro- 
pofe, that they may be convifted by Aft of Parliament ; 
that the Knights, Cirizens, and Burgefles return the 
names of all Papifts, and reputed Papifts ; and that they 
may have time to come in to take the Oaths : And 
then you truft not tp others to convidl them, but do it 
yourfelves — Now having faid what I would do, I will 
prefent you with my thoughts on what I would not do. 
Firft, I would not difturb the right Line, nor impeach 
the Succeffion. It is not your intereft to make the Heir 
of the Crown defperate, for you will endanger to entail 
a War on Pofterity, &c. whenever you difturb that. I 
will fay little to making the Heir of the Crown defpe- 
rate. I would not furnifti thofe men with arguments in 
their mouths, that will be apt to improve them, &c. I 
(hall only fay, that he is much more fafe in the eye of 
his Prince, than abfent, &c. I would not have any Popifh 
Prince be left in a condition to wound or difturb the 
Proteftant Religion. I would not fcruple to take from 
him dependences in Church or State, and power to dif- 
pofe of the pubHc Revenue or the Militia. I would not 
fcruple to make a Law, " That, upon the demife of the 
king, the Parliament then fitting, or, if there be none, 
that the laft Parliament (hall meet again, and continue 
for a time certain.** This, in a great meafure, will provide 
for your fecurity. But if Gentlemen would carry it 
farther, it will neither be fecure for the prefent, nor the 
future. 

Mr Powle.'] Some that talk loud, without doors, for 
the Proteftant Religion, give pernicious counfels within 
doors. In Coleman\ Declaration and Letters, they are " for 
the utter extirpation of Herefy," that is, in their fenfe, the 
JProteftant JLeligion. Since the King's Reftoration, the 
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King has been free, till the lafl: fummer, as to any Plots 
againft his perfon. But why now ? Certainly thofe Je- 
fuits have made an unhappy choice of a time for us, and 
happy for themfelves. They will not flick at any man's 
blood whatfoever, to promote the Catholic intereft. But 
why is the time ripe now for the ftroke ? This conlpi- 
racy has been working many years paft ; and this has 
fcarce got credit in this very Houfe of Commons. Laws 
mod facred are of no effed ; they are violated in the 
face of the Houfe. An Aft was made to put Pc^ry 
out of the Army, &c. and yet a great number of Offi- 
cers are brought into it ; and there is no difcovery from 
whence that contrivance came. There was an Aft alfo 
for difbanding the Army ; and yet no Army is difbanded, 
and you are told that it is unavoidable. And can this 
pafs away in filence ; and can we think, at this rate, 
that there is more fecurity in a Law, than in a piece of 
parchment .? I think it is defigned we fhall have a Hand- 
ing Army, and I think there is good occafion to infinu- 
ate it, &c. There are no hopes in an Aft of Parliament. 
The Papifts may fay to the Army, " Join with us, and 
we'll join with you •," and there muft be the original 
of this fame Plot, and till you be free yourfelves from 
the Army — there is the fource of the Plot. It is not 
eafy for the Prince to alter the Government, without 
force. Le^JiHs the eleventh of France had been feven 
years abroad, by reafon of his falling out with his Mi- 
nifters. When he came home to the Crown, he turned 
all the Officers of the Crown out ; but there followed a 
great war and difturbance upon it. So he advifed his 
fon, when he came to the Crown, never fuddenly to 
change his Minifters, by his experience, they having all 
the fecret of the management of affairs — This Plot has 
been going on ever fmce the King came in, and fo the 
Papifts have continued defigning. But where will you 
lay this ? On the King ? It muft lie fomewhere. The 
Speaker fpoke of " the familiarity of foreign Minifters 
with the King." But this muft be by home Minifters. 
Your firft bufinefs is to reduce the prefent Govcrnnient 
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^into fuch order under the prefcnt Prince, as may fettle the 
Proteftant Religion and the Miniftry on good founda- 
tions. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] We have had two Bills of Po- 
pery before us •, that yefterday, and the long Bill of Po- 
pery. It contains, amongft other things, " the better 
convidtion of Priefts and Jefuits^ &c. and that the for- 
feitures of Papifts convift fhall go to the buying in of 
impropriations, &c." — And now the Committee will 
puzzle itfelf with this Bill (it being moved for by fame.) 
If you will have a new Bill, I never heard yet of the ne- 
ceflary heads for it. The fhorteft way will be to go up- 
on that Bill of Conviftion, &c. and if any Gentleman hath 
any other foreign matter, or any new thing to prefent 
the Committee, not in that Bill, then it is proper for 
the Committee to proceed upon it. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] Confider the time of the year, and 
the time you have to do the thing in, and that there will 
be a thin Houfe, &c. and then money will be put upon 
you ; and what money will do, if the confequence be a 
great deal of money, or a great revenue? And fo you 
will be where you were. If there be any new thing to 
Tdc added to that Bill, let it be offered to the Committee. 
But if, as Seymour faid, you have a new King with no 
powerj you will run into all the miferies imaginable. 

Sir William Coventry. ] The. danger is great, and there- 
fore I would not have you delay your remedies. You 
muft begin, in the time of a Proteftant King, to provide 
againft aPopiih.one. Though I have nothing to fay 
for taking up the old Bill, yet I have nothing to fay 
againft it. If that Bill have any good in it, you may 
take it up ; if not, rejedt it, or model it. I am of opi- 
nion, that it will be the eafier way to have the better 
difcovery of Priefts and JefuitSy and conviftion of Pa- 
pifts, to be in one Bill. 

The Speaker.] I am not for difturbing tender confci- 

. ences ; but when they will difturb the Government, it is 

time to difturb them. Therefore I would have the 

Knights, Citizens, &c. return the name* of Papifts, or 

fufpeded 


268 Debates in Parliament in 1678. 

nifpedted Papifts, &c. and by a day, that the Oaths, &c.' 
be tendered them, or elfe to ftand convift by Aft of 

Parliament. 

[Refolvedj That a Bill be prepared for the more eaiy Convic- 
tion of Papifts.] 

Heads of the Bill : *' A lift to be brought in of their names, 
&c. Conviftion to refufe the Oaths and the Teft, &c. The 
Penalties, &c. for buying in of Impropriations, and augmenting 
poor Vicarages ; and encouragement for difcovery of fraudulent 
conveyances ; and fome part of the Penalty for breeding the 
children Proteflants. Thofe who come not in, and conceal tiiem* 
felves, to forfeit four fifths of their Eftates." 

Saturday, November 23, 

[A Bill for raifing the Militia of England^ was read the firft 
time, and ordered to be read a fecond time.] 

Complaint was made of foldiers that threaten to take up 
quarters in houfes, unlefs they compound with them for mo- 
ney *. 

Sir Charles IVbeeler.'] I fent into the country to take 
away a halberd from one of my ferjeants, and cloaths from 
the foldiers that did it ; and I delivered them to a Juftice 
of Peace, to be dealt with as rebels and rogues. I 
took the Commiflion-Officer's Commiffion from him, 
and I caufed the money he took for quarters to be return- 
ed, and Aylejbury and Bedford will give any teftimony of 
my foldiers good behaviour. 

Mr SacbeverelL'] I wonder that any Gentleman fhould 
prefs a queftion for money to diiband thefe men. There 
is no Army ; fhall we go and give money to difband peo- 
ple that flood, in contempt of an Aft of Parliament, a- 
gainft Law ? I fcorn to give them a penny. 

Sir Nicholas Carew.'] Would you pleafe to have the quef- 
tion for money to difband feveral thoufands of rioters ? 
They are *' rioters" in Law, for they are difl3andcd al- 
ready by Law, and I will not call them " an Army.'* 

Sir William Coventry.'] I am furprized to hear thefe men 
called " an Army." Surely, if the £»f/j^ language is not 
altered, the language of the Houfe is altered. The word 

* No mention is made of this in the Journal. 

^* Army" 
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•' Army" is too good for them. When we hoped we 
(hould have had a French War, then they had another 
name. But becaufe they are not difbanded, that they 
are "rioters/* lam loth to fay that-, they have the 
King's Commiflion, and why fhould we criticife upon 
them, and not agree upon terms ? The end of us all 
is to be rid of them. I^t is an Army, and if they be not 
difbanded, I fear we fhall find them an Army. Therefore 
I would unanimoufly confider how to be rid of them. 

Mr Sacheverell.'] If you will take into confideration 
the difperfing thefe foldiers, difbanded by Law, I fhall 
confent to it. Elfe I fhall not agree to it. 

Sir John Talbot.'] I am under a great diflurbance, 
when rcfleftion is made upon my fellow-fubjeds, who 
have as good Englijh hearts as any men whatfoever. 
When, by the King's Commiffion, thefe men have been 
taken into employment, and have been fent abroad at 
great expence to their fortunes, for the fervice of the 
nation, to be arraigned here for men neither of honour, 
fortune, nor religion, — this is not to be borne without 
doors amongfl Gentlemen ! The King, for weighty rea- 
fons of State, has thought fit to continue them to this 
time. What ! mufl I throw up my Commiffion ? I have 
been on my own credit, for quarters for my regiment — 
Difband them as foon as you will, but let them not go 
off with reproach, to be arraigned here for " rioters," 
and not to confider that the difcharging them is very fe- 
vere. I never afked any employment, nor care I for 
military command. I had rather command in the Mi- 
litia than in the Army -, but let us not be cenfured like 
rafcals here, but like men of honour. I would be dif- 
charged of my Commiffion fairly and honeflly. 

Sir ^Thomas Lee.] I care not much for the Queflion. 
I wonder that the Gentleman fhould take fo much excep- 
tions at what has been faid. I have heard the Ad fpoken 
of for difbanding thefe men. I know not how Gentle- 
men do think we fhall be rid of them, when an Aft of 
Parliament cahnot doit. I think we fhall hardly do it, 
when it has been paid for once before. I would have the 

Gentleman 
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Gentleman (Talbot) fhow us, how an Army fhall be diA 
banded, for the future, when an Aft of Parliament will 
not do it. 

Mr Bennet.] I am doubtful whether an Aft of Par- 
liament will difband thefe men, or no; and we can go no 
farther than an Aft of Parliament. How thefe men are 
in the eye of the Law, when difbanded by Aft of Parlia- 
ment, let the Lawyers tell you. Therefore I will make 
you a Motion, That, at the fame time you confider of the 
paying off and dilbanding thefe men, you likewife con- 
fider, how far criminal it is to raife contributions upoii 
the country contrary to Law. I think it High Treafon. 

[Rcfolvedy That this Houfe will, on Monday morning, take into 
confidcration the ftate of the Nation, in relation to the Army. J 

A Mcffage was delivered from the Lords to defife a prefent 
Conference, &c. concerning the Addrefs [fent from this Houfe] 
for raifmg the Militia, &c. The Meffengers, by an omiffion, 
named no place ; but the miftake was paffed over *. 

Mr Powle reports the Conference : *' That the Lords, upon in- 
fpe6tion of the Laws 5f the Militia, do find, that. the Militia can- 
not be kept in muller above twelve days, &c. in one year, with- 
out the King's dirediion. But there is no power,' occ. to raife 
any money to miiintain them. This they thought fit to acquaint 
the Houfe with, before their Lordlhips proceed any farther.*' 

[Debate.] 

Sir Thomas Ma-es.'] I faid before, " that this Addrelk 
would not do without a Bill," and that Bill may be a^ 
foon difpatched as an Addrefs, &c. The Bill will be but 
half a fheet of paper, and the Lords will make quick 
difpatch of it. I fee there is no authority for fourteen 
days, unlefs the King pay them. 

Sir John Emly.'] As to exercife, the Militia is not to 
be kept together above tv/elve days. But for a prefent 
fatisfa(!^on to the nation, you may have a Bill, &c, and 
may have efFefts of your defires by Aft of Parliament. 

Mr Powle. ] It is the defire of all Gentlemen to have 
the Militia in a pofture fuddenly for the danger we appre- 
hend. There is power already for one general mutter, and 

* In the Journal, " die Painted Chamber" is named in the Mcf- 
fage. 

four 
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four particular ones, &c. And there is farther power, in 
the A6t, to call the MiUtia together, when the King will, 
but at his own charge. If you give intimation to the 
Xords, that you will pay the Militia for the extraordinary 
days, by Bill, probably the Lords will agree to it j and 
your bufinefs is done. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I am afraid that, if you go to the 
Lords, and aflure them any thing about money, they may 
put their hands into your purfes, and remind you of giving 
money. I would have you break fo much Order, as to 
read the Bill once this morning, and fit in the afternoon, 
and pafs it. 

The Speaker.] That is againft all Order. You will 
break a moil eficntial Order of the Houfe, if you do fo. 

Sir Robert Howard,'] I would, upon fuch an emergency 
as this, bow a Law, but not break it. But the beit way 
is by Bill. 

- Mr Secretary Coventry delivers a MeiTage from the King [in 
anfw'er to the Addrefs of this Houfe, concerning Mr Secretary 
JVUliamfon] to this efFecS : '* That feveral hours before his Ma- 
jefty had received the Addrefs, &c. his Majefty had caufed Mr 
Secretary WiUiamfoh to be difcharged from his imprifonment, as 
he told you, in the Banquetting-houfe, he would do. And as to 
the Commiflions, &c. he told them the reafons why he granted 
them. But that his Majefty would recall them and, what other 
Commiflions, &c. were given out. And he wpuld take care, for 
the future, that none (hould be given [io Papifts, or reputed Pa- 
pifts,] either in England or Ireland.^* 

Sir Tho7nas Lee,] I would have it underftood, that the 

matter about his.Majefty's releafing Williamfon is entirely 

before you ftill. 

Sit Edward Dering reports from the Committee, the following 
Reafons for not agreeing to the Lords Amendments in the Bill for 
the Oaths and the Teft to Members of both Houfes : " That the 
number of the Queen's fervants, &c. is inconfiftent with fuch 
a Declaration in the Bill, *' That none, that take not the Oaths, 
fhould come near the King's Perfon." And not reafonable to 
admit them now, becaufe of the Plot, &c. U Papifts by the Pro- 
clamation are banifhed ten miles from London, it is not advifeable 
they Ihould be permitted in the King's Houfes, more than any 
where elfe. And fuch a number of fervants being exempted from 
the Oaths, they may then fit in the Houfe of Lords, . or Houfe 

of 
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of Commons^ without Teft or Oaths. And that fo many fenraDCsi 
not exempted in this AS, eXclufive to the whole Members of 
either Houfe, may be nominated to be the Queen's fervants." 

Thefc Reafons were fent up to the Conference. 

Refolved^ That a Lift of all perfons of note, being I^apifts, or 
reputed Papifts, refident, or having a corifi^erable eftate, widiin 
their refpediive Counties, be brought in, on Tuefday come fc-»- 
Vennight^ by the Knights of the Shite : And that all the Mem- 
bers of the refpedive counties do meet together and agrees 
and prepare fuch Lifts, [and fign the fame.] 

Sir Edward Dering reports the Conference froln the Lbrds^ 
** The Lords did agree that our Reafons were weighty^ not to 
give any countenance to tolerate Popery in the King's Houfes* 
They propofed an expedient, to leave the Queen wholly out of 
the Bill, and to leave out the Provifo for the Queen's Portugal 
fervants. They did but propofe it ; and would leave it to our 
farther confidetation. If we agreed not to this expedient, then 
they would think farther of the numbers and fexes of the 
Queen's fervants. If we agreed with them, then the Bill was 
paired." 

The Speaker.] This way that the Lords have taken, 
is unufual. I remember but one precedent, that Amend- 
ments of our Amendments have been offered at a Confer- 
ence. This is propofed from the Lords as an expedient. 
Now the Queftion is, whether you'll agree to it. 

Sir Thomas Meres J] The Lords were very ingenuous 
with us. Authoritatively, they faid, " there were prece- 
dents for what they did," but named none. They have 
faid the fame thing over again. In the laft Aft of Popery, 
&c. they told us, " the Queen's Popifh fervants were but 
few, and would die off." And many other civil things 
they faid -, bur, under that, they give colour to Papifts to 
come to Court. The Court is as neceffary to be kept 
clear from Popery, as both Houfes of Parliament. But if 
you clear but in part, you will never be rid of Popery. If 
it be not neceffary in Court as well as in Parliament, then 
you may agree with the Lords* But I think not. 

Sir IVilliam Coventry. '\ The Lord Privy Seal faid it with 
a pretty kind of caution. He did not affirm precedents, 
&:c. but faid, *' fometimes both Houfes of Parliament 
had accepted of expedients.*' 

Sir 
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* Sir Thomas Uttleion. ] The fcopc of the Bill is, that 
I*apifts fhould nbt be in Patliamerit nor Court. As td 
the matter of the 6ill, it has not the natiire of an Expedi- 
.dit \ it is fomewhat lefs than was propofed before to ac- 
commodatb the thing; Before, it was twelve, and nine, 
and now the QUeen may have twelve hundred, as the 
Bill will be. 

The Speaker.] Therfe is no Ibch Eicpedierit as to leave 
out ^ny part of the Bijl. And now the Lords propbfd* 
another Amendment, and fo we fhall never know when 
wc are at an end of AmendmentSi Nothing was ever* 
Uke this. 

. Mr Powlt.] i cbrifeft, for my paft, 1 do hot know 

NV'hat the Lords mean by this Expedient. The Queen is 

in, the whole Bill — The Queen herfelf muft go-^The 

Queen is a Peer, a;id muft be tryed by her Peers. I would 

fend to the Lords, to know, whether they intend, by this 

Expedient, that the Queen Ihould be turned out of the 

Court herfelf. 

[Re/olvedy That this Hoiife doth not agree with the Lord^ 
in the faid Expedient. And Reafons were ordered to be pre-* 
pattd^ to be offered at a Conference.] 

Monday y November tt^i 

The King fpoke to both Houfes to this effe£t, reported by the 
Speaker : '' That he had greatly obliged the Spaniards by keeping 
his forces in Flanders^ which, they acknowleged, had been faved 
by his interpofit ion— That he had been forced to employ the 
money granted for difbandihg the forces In Flanders in keefJing 
them there, and is out of purfe miore moneys &c.-— That the 
intereft and honour of the nation had bcefi improved by it, biit 

-that he cannot fupport theexpence any longer-— That the forces 

' in Flanders are expofed to the litmoft want "and mifery^ being 

without any profpeft of farther pay or fubfiftence-^-But that he 

Is importuned by thfe Spanljh Minifters to Ifet them ftay in Plan-- 

' ders a litde longer, without which all will be loft, &c. And 
that between their importunity, and his own inability, he finds 
himfelf in great difficulties, and fo defires a Supply for difband- 
ing them without delay." 

[The Bill for railing the Militia was read the feeond time^] 
Vol. VI. T Sir 
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Sir Edward Dering reports the Reafons given by the Corrt-* 
mons why they could not agree with the Expedient propofed by 
the Lords, to leave out the Queen's fervants entirely. 

'« That it is contrary to the conftant Method and Proceed- 
ings in Parliament^ to ftrike out any thing in a Bill viHhich hath 
been hilly agreed and pafied by both Houfes ; and it would 
make the work endlefs, and might be of dangerous confequence, 
if that Method fhould be defcrted and chanced. 

<' In the Amendment propofed to the Bill by your Lordihips, 
to which the Commons have difagreed, the number of the 
Queen's fervants, to be excepted out of the Ad, was limited ; 
but, by leaving the Queen's name out of the Bill, (he may 
have them without number. So that what it now oflFered, is 
worfe than what the Commons have already difagrecd to 5 suid, 
confequently, hath not the nature of an Expedient. 

" 7'hat, by experience, it is found, that the Aft, entitled, 
'^ An Ad for preventing dangers [which may happen] from Po- 
pifli Recufants," proved ineffectual to rempve Papifts from 
Court, by reafon there was no exprefs mention of the Queen's 
fervants. 

" The fcopc of the Bill relates not only to removing Papifts 
out of both Houfes of Parliament, but alio from the &>urt> as 
appears both by the Preamble and Body of the. Bill : And the 
danger of his Majelly may [reafonably} be fuppofed to be 
chiefly in his Court : And the fafety of his Perfon, the Com* 
mons think, ought [more] to be confidered than any refpeds to 
any perfon whatfoever." 

[This was agreed to by the Houfe, and a Conference was 
dchred.J 

Tuefday, November 26, 

[The Bill for raifmg the Militia paffed.] 

Debate on Mr Bedlow*s Pardon, which he defired for coiv- 
cealing Treafon one day. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] It is of dangerous confequcnce t^^ 
put Bedlow upon faying all he can of the Plot. The pro- 
•fecution of the Plotters has been flow, and that has dif- 
couraged him. The Lords that are committed to the 
Toz^r^ meet and rally upon their commitment. Mr 
Oates^s father is at the door. He fpoke with me, and 
1 was furprized when he told me that his fon was now a 
prifoner, and he is to give evidence to-morrow againft 

Mr 
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Is/it Coleman^ and mufl: truft to his memory, his papers 
being all feized. This is a great difcouragement to him,. 
'bAxBeMow tells you, "he is guilty of Milprifion of Trea- 
Ibn if he reveals not what he knows within fuch a time;** 
his evidence he is to give being fince he had his Pardon ; 
and he fears his evidence will make him more enemies, 
- and he has a great many already, for what he has (aid. 
I know not what to move ; whether the Lord Chief 
Juftice Ihould examine him ; for his examination wiU be 
AG fecret amongfl us. 

ft(lF Secretary Cw^»/rK.] It was ordered in Council^ 
that Mr Oates fhould have his liberty. 

Sir Thamas Lee.] When Mr Oales went to fee his fon, 
it was fo, he was a prifoner ; but now Coventry tells you 
it is otherwife. 

., Sir Thomas Littleton.^ It has been moved, " that the 
X«ord Chief Juftice may take Bedlow*% examination, and 
that Bedlow may give his information at the Bar"— All 
have their inconveniences, but the laft has the leaft. It 
i&Bediow*^ own defire, and I incline to that. 
• Sv^ William Coventry.] You will not givt Bedlow aflur- 
ance of his Pardon, till the King has afTij^red us he will 
give it. If you urge him to declare what he knows, be- 
fore hi3 Pardon is obtained, you will be the inftruments 
to bring him to the gallows. Therefore pray confider 
that. 

Mr Powle.] Bedlow defired his Pardon,' only for con- 
cealing fome farther Treafon, which is only Mifprifion 
of Treafon, which does not extend to life. The King 
having pardoned him Treafon, we may be fure he will 
pardon him Mifprifion of Treafon, on your interceflion. 
I think it is moft advifable to have him declare the bot- 
tom of what he knows, which every man, I believe, de- 
fires. 

Serjeant Menard.] I cannot fpeak to what I know 
not, for I never faw his Pardon. 

Mr Powle.] His Pardon is to the firft of November ; io 
that if any Treafons, or Mifprifions of Treafon, have been 
committal fince^ he thinks himfclf out of the Pardon, 

T 2 Cplond 
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Colonel Birch.'] I am one of thofe that are at a Iktie 
ftand at what Sir William Coventry has faid. I move, 
therefore, that one of the Secretaries may go to the King 
for a Pardon for Bedlow^ from the firft of November. If 
any man is afraid of his tliroat for three days, let it be 
to-morrow. 

The Speaker.] I (hall afk Bedlotv what he has farther 
to fay concerning the Plot, but not as to the circum- 
ftances of the Plot. 

Sir Charles Harbor dJ] I would leave him to his own 
difcretion, and hear him what he will fay ; and then con- 
fider what to do farther. 

Mr Pdwk.'] For Mr BedlorJO*s own feke, I would not 
have his Pardon to be for a day to come. I make a que* 
ftion whether that Pardon be good in Law. 

Sir John Trevor,] I move, that, in the Addrefs to the 
King for Mr Bedlow'^ Pardon, the words " inclufive to 
this day*' may be in. 

[This was voted.} 

Mr Secretary Coventry being (enf to the King with the Ad- 
drefs for Mr Bedlotvs Pardon, [as above, J brings this Anfwer : 
•' That the King will confider of it, [and return an Anfwer."] 

Mr Williams.] The King's Anfwer to our Addrefs is 
as to Afts of Parliament, which is, in effedt, a denial. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I fee you have no Anfwer now fix>m 
the King. I would therefore now adjourn. To-morrow, 
it may be, by this time, you may have an Anfwer. 

Mr Hampden.] It may be, Bedlow may give fome cvJ* 
dcnce as to Mr Coleman^ who is to be tryed to-morrow. 
I move, that Bedlow may be fent for in, and that you tell 
him what Anfwer the King has made to your Addrefi for 
his Pardon ; and that you will not put him upon farther 
declaring what he knows of the Plot, till he has his* 
Pardon. 

ii'iv Edmund Jennings.] It maybe, you may have aa 
Anfwer from the King, within an hour or twa-, ax^d in 
the mean time you may go on to other buflneis. . 

Mr Finch.] I am for calling in- Bedlow. I cannot 
fcruple that the King will not pardon him Mifprifion of 
• - Treafon, 
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Trealbn, when he has pardoned him Treafon. Bedlow 
confefles, he has farther Treafon to difcover than he has 
already told you. And if he does tell you any thing far- 
ther, he is in much better condition for your interceffion. 

The Speaker.] Bedlow does not fay " he has Treafon 
to difcover," but *' matters of great importance." 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] I would not call him in at pre- 
fent ; for the King having taken time to confider of hi§ 
Pardon, Bedlow will do fo too ; and I move^that we may 
adjourn to three o' clock in the Afternoon. 

Tl^e Ifoufe adjourned accordingly. 

* In' the Afternoon. 

Sir 'Gilbert Gerrard.'] Now we are in the midft of dan- 
gers of the King's lire, I have heard of great refoit of 
Papifts into this town, notwithftanding the King's Pro- 
clamation, &c, I move that all the inns in the city and 
fiiburbs may be fearched, that we may know what horfes 
are there, what numbers^ apd to whom they belong. 

Sir Edmund Jennings.'] What is obferved by Gerrard is 
very true. I move that there may be a new Order ta 
the Conftables to repair to all lodgings, to .know who 
they are, and hqw long they have lodged there ; and to 
give an account of it de die in die^. 

'MxJVilliams.] I would have things done legally, and, 
before you do any thing elfe, I would dq \7hat you can 
by Law ; but this you cannot do. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.] I obferve, that, when we ad- 
journ to the Afternoon, for fpecial bufinefs, no other bu- 
finefs is done or entertained. I would not adjourn yet, 
but fit fbme time for the King's Anfwer. But do no- 
thing elfe. 

Mr Secretary Coventry brought the King's Anfwer, to this 
effeia : " That the King had confidered the Addrefs about Bed^ 
Utu*s Pardon, and returns this Anfwer (read by the Speaker) 
** That Mr Bedlaw*s Pardon to the firft of November is as full 
to all Offences as can be defired : If any Offence hath been 
committed fince that time, his Majefly ought to know it before 
he pardons it 5 for a Pardon for an Offence to come (as a Par- 
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don for a whole day inclufively amounts to, when it is granted 
before the day is expired) will not be good in Law." 

Wednefday^ November 27. 

Mr Sacheverell.'] I move, that, before you proceai to 
the confideration of difbanding the Army, you will de- 
clare them '^ to be together againft Law." 

Sir William Coventry.'] I would willingly difband the 
Army, before we tell them of their faults. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] This is not told to .the Army, 
but to others that have been the occafion of keeping 
them together, after the Ad for difbanding them. I 
would proceed firft upon SachevereWs Motion, to declare 
** that they are kept together againft Law." 

Mr Secretary Coventry.] The thing before you is of great 
weight. When the King makes Propofals to you, you are 
not to make a Vote to make them impoffible. There is 
great latitude in the Prerogative, but ft ill it is to be ufed 
for the good of the people. When you made the Vote 
for dift)anding the Army, it was clear Peace ; but fince, 
the King of France went back, and the Hollanders went 
back too, from the Treaty. When the King of France 
faw that the Hollanders would break the Treaty, then he 
agreed to the evacuation of places, but would have 
Sweden comprehended in the Treaty. Had you not kept, 
up the Forces, you muft have been put to a double 
charge in raifing them again. And what is left the Spa- 
niard in Flanders was by the help of the King's Forces, 
&c. What the King propofes, ought to be taken into 
confideration. The Treaty is not yet figned. 

yivPowle.] This Honourable Perfon has told you, 
*' That if the King's Prerogative be well ufed, we have 
no caufe to find fault." I know not what he means ; but 
I am confident, if we had not had this Army, we had 
not had this Plot. I would gladly know whether ever 
thefe reafons for keeping up the Army, he tells you here, 
were brought to the Privy Council, and tMcre allowed ? 
But if done from the Private Council, all your miichief 
is from thence. He feems to make the keeping thefe 

men 
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Hicn up, and our payment of them with the money we 
gave to difband them, ^ kindnefs to us. If he pleafe to 
tell us who we have that obligation to (the Private Coun- 
cil) I would gladly thank them for it. 

Sir John Ernly/] P^w/^ fays, '' he would gladly know 
who advifed this, &c." I advifed it not. I am fure, had 
the King of France come on, and we fent no fupplies into 
Flanders J he had been in aftual pofleffion of all Flanders. 
It is faid, *' that the Army was tl^ occafion of the Plot." 
But by Coleman^s Letters, it began in 1674, 75, and 76 •, 
and that's a farther time than the raifing of the Army. 
Set three Colonels afide, that are Papifts, and I know no 
Army more Proteftant. I know who is the General, 
and there are very few Popifh Officers. Of 25,000 men, 
there are not two hundred fufpefted Papifts. If they con- 
ceal it, they fwallow the Oaths and the Teft. This is a 
great brand upon them, to fay^ " they are* the caufe of 
: bringing on this Plot.'* I think there is no prefent ufe 
of thctn, and therefore I would now confider that they 
are Gentlemen, and have laid out their money to ferve 
their Prince, &c. I would not lay a difcouragement up- 
on them. If you pafs a Vote, " That they are a Griev- 
ance %o the Nation," pray confider how to difband them, 
and pay them off. 

Sir Nicholas Carew.'] As you confider how they were 
raifed, by Vote of this Houfe ; fo confider how you were 
induced to it, by fine words. I will not fay what elfe 
here. I will not fay, tliis Army was raifed for this Plot ; 
but the more loyal this Army is, the more furely they 
might take away the King's life, and place the Crown 
on his Succeflbr, This Plot is for a loyal Army, and 
for fetting the Crown where it ought to be •, and I would 
have done fo too, had I been one of them. 

Mr JVilliams.'] We fhould be incircumfpeft to fall into 
the fame trap twice. You have been moved fot* a Vote, 
** That this Army is illegal, and a Grievance to the King* 
dom.'* A force of men, kept up againft an A61 of Par- 
liament, is illegal ; and no man juftifies the illegality of 
it. In the next place, whether it is a Grievance, orno^? 

T4 By 
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By Secretary Coventry^ arguments, •^ it is by Prerega-i 
tive againft Law, but well employed." Here are ten 
thoufand in arms \ too many for us five hundred of the 
Parliament here. Therefore I cannot fay, ** it is Pre- 
rogative well employed." Another fays, " that many 
worthy men are in it, and we fhould not give them dif- 
couragement." JBut is that a reafon ? It was a great 
part of the cunning to put this Army into Proteilant 
hands — But the OfEocrs may be changed, and Popilh 
Officers put in their places. I look upon the Army as a 
Iham upon the people. I do not hear thefc r^ments 
had any Chaplains with them 5 but I hear of Popifh 
books amcngft them. You may fcatter them by an Aft, 
&c. but you cannot difband them more than they are by 
Law already. I would give the King a Claufe of Credit 
in a Bill, againft you come again ^ but I V9"W have 
them difbanded firft. 

Colonel 7V/«j.] A ftrange circumftancc attended this 
Army. It was raifed for an actual War with France y 
and this Army has made an aftual Peace. Other At-. 
mies are a terror to their enemies -, this to their friends. , 
There is an end of an Army when difbanded y but this 
is continued after difbanding. You have been toW of 
the advantages we have had by this Army ; yet I would 
part with them ; and fo, I believe in my conicience, 
would every Member of the Houfe. The pretence wasi 
'fair that they were raifed for, a War with France. And 
though they had no occafion of ferving you, yet I be- 
lieve they would have fcrved you. To ufe the^n hardly, 
therefore, is not morality ; therefore I would ufe them 
fairly. It is true, the Plot was more ancient than the 
Army. . And though the Army was youhger than the 
Plot, pray God it be not part of the Plot ! In Peace, 
there is nothing for an Army to fubdue, but Magna 
Chart a. Juftices of Peace and Conftables are more re- 
quifite now than Captains and Colonels ; at prefent not 
necefTary. But before we enquire why this Army was 
not difbanded, according to Law, I woiild firfl difband 
^hem. Enquire how we got the difcafe, but get a re^ 
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jnedy for it firft. I move you, therefore, firfl: to vote 

^' that this Army be difbanded.** 

Sir Henry CapeL] I woiild make fome profit of this 
Army, that has coft us fo much. Men that have been 
brought up in a company would have it fo here. The 
pfeopie have taken £»f//^ Oaths, and hzvt Engliflb E{^ 
tates. I find there has been force in England formerly, 
&c. and Afts of Parliament have been made, from 
Richard IPs time to Henry VI. againft forces in arms, 
to the terror of the people., HenryVll. was a fhrewd man. 
He took care that the Crown Ihould not be fupported 
by force. 3 Hen. VII. the Statute againft Retainers, 
*' that nothing fhould look like force and terror," Though 
fhis Army is very worthy and loyal — Do you think that 
in my Lord of EJfex^s Army, in 1642, when Cromwell 
was but a Captain, any man could imagine that ever he 
fhould have been General, and have ufurped three King- 
doms ? No man knows the end of thefe things. We 
may have Popery encouraged by an Army, things com- 
ing by degrees upon us. I would have no Army at home 

Jbut the Militia, and all other thoughts of an Army laid 
afide. , We know that the great men about the King are 

. to remind him of his Laws. Great men ftiould have re- 
minded the King of this Army, kept up againft Law. 
There is another thing of great importance ; the great 
men flioi^d recommend the Nobility and Gentry to 
Places of Truft, &c. and reprefent to the King, that he 
cannot have the purfes of his people, unlefs he have 
their hearts ; and hovW dutiful and liberal his people 
have been to him : A3 Lord Burleigh did to Queen 
Elizaheth. It is not this new doftrine of putting out 
L.ord Lieutenants and Juftices of Peace, that are honeft 
Gentlemen, and have ferved the King and his Father. 
But this is a thing of great finefle, and admirable nicety ; 
it is a hard thing for me to underftand it. Let the King 
exercife his own thoughts, and his own underftanding, 
and he is the beft King in the world. And then, if 
there fliall be a War, we Ihall be all of a piece, and not 
have a Queftion carried by one or two voices. Our mi- 
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fery lies here,, that there are men, who keep the King 
ar.a i^ariia r.ent from a good underflanding. Sometimes 
what we do is like the Long Parliament in 1642 ; and 
th King is in the hands of 1642. What is this, but 
briijj^ii*^ us to diftraftion ? And after all this, I am a 
good ChUiCh of England man, and I fay the Proteflant 
Religion is at (lake ; and therefore would lay afide all ^ 
thefe notions. I agree, that the keeping up the Army 
is a breach of the Law, &c. but I would have that the 
fubfequent Queftion. Therefore I move " for an Ad- 
drefs to the King, that the Army may be difbanded that 
was raifed fmce the 24th of September 1677, and thofc 
come out of France fmce that time, &c.'* 

Ljord Cavmdijh.'] Another A6t for difbanding the 
Army may poffibly be an Ad: of continuing them, if 
we refleft upon what Mr Oaies faid, " That we ihould 
have other Minifters from Rome^ when the Plot took ef- 
fect/' But methinks it is very unreafonable they fhould 
not be content with the old ones, that have been fo fer- 
viceable to them. I would not have the Minifters make 
ufe of an honourable Peace for continuing the Army, as 
they did of an honourable War for railing it. 

Mr Bcfca'iven.] I am againft promifing money before-^ 
we know how the Army will be diljpofed of. Men in a 
crowd are often carried on againft their inclination. In 
the late times, feveral of the Officers of the Army gave 
up their Commiffions, when they faw what defigns were 
intended -, but the Army remained, and did what they 
would. You cannot too much quell this Ipirit of an 
Army, in time of Peace. If you go the fame way you 
went before, to diftjand this Army, you cannot but cx- 
pedt the fame efFeft. What has been, may be agwi. If 
you go in the fame method you went in before, you will 
not only be deceived of your money, but be farther off 
from difbanding them. Therefore I cannot confent that 
you ftiould go the fame way. 

Colonel Birch.] If I can attain my end by fmooth 
words, I will never ufe bad ones. We all agree in the end, 
to dift)and the Army, but fomething we ftick upon a little, 

viz. 


, Debates in Parliament /» 1678* 283 

viz. " That this continuing them is illegal/' To that 
I believe you will not have a negative. But I am not for 
putting that Queftion now. If to deter for hereafter, 
better not now, but another time ; for I fear, when there 
is an occafion for an Army indeed, they will be fo afraid 
you will not have them again. But I am not for their 
cofting you any more money, if you have not your end, 
which is to be rid of them. Moft agree, that in this De- 
fign or Plot, (I think it holds to be a Plot yet) they were 
ftark mad, if they ftruck their fatal blowswithout an Ar- 
my. So much the Army was towards the Plot. Firft 
I would inform myfelf, what money would difcharge 
therri, thofe raifed fince September i6yj^ and thofe come 
out of France. But I cannot but obferve, that thofe men 
that came out of France are fet to guard London^ and 
ftefh-bodied men fent into Flanders^ that are not ufed to 
it. I believe 200,000/. will difband them, and you may 
begin it the next week, and be doing with fome prefently. 
Refolye on an Aft for raifing 200,000/. payable to the 
Ghamber of London^ and to fuch hands as the Chamber- 
lain Ihall appoint, and to borrow 200,000/., for the pre- 
fent. This is my way, and it may do it. 

Mr Swynfin.'] The work we are upon is of great weight, 
and, as it is fo,'a work of great difficulty. All are agreed 
that it is for the public good to diflband the Army, and 
fpeedily, and of greateft weight to do it fuddenly. I 
muft take notice of the overtures for difbanding the Ar- 
my, both before and now. I cannot dire6Hy repeat the 
King's words in his Speech, ** that he would keep up the 
Army if it were in his power, till the iflue of that Treaty 
on foot was known," but left it to you whether to dif- 
band them or no. He has been importuned by the Spa- 
niard to keep them up, till the ratification of the Peace 
be pafled, becaufe, if the forces were then withdrawn,- all 
the reft of Flanders would be loft. Now we are going 
upon the fame work we were upon, let us not run upoa 
the fame rock. Though he left the difbanding them to 
you, yet I fear this will be underftood as a referved qualifi- 
cation, if the Peace be not ratified, and you take no notice 
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of it. I think the fenfe of the Houfe fhould be under- 
ftood in this ; for if it be known that whatever the ifliic of 
the Treaty be, you will dilband them, now whether the 
ratification of the Treaty be, or be not, you will think it 
neceflary to difband them— This I offer as one caution. 
I would be governed by the words in the King's Speech. 
Do without delay what you do in it. Unlefs they arc 
difbanded whilft the Houfe fits, I fear it will be other- 
wife. In order to confider what money will difband 
them (for it may be, the money we gave for difbanding 
them has paid them till now) I would have that clear 
before you, and then you may know with what fpccd 
you may raife this money. 

Mr Secretary Coventry offered the Memorial of the Manjueis 
of Bergamene^ the Spanijh Ambaflfador, about that King's de- 
fire of retaining the Forces in Flanders — But it tuas refi^d. . 

Mr Papillon.] There are not above five thou&nd of 
thefe men in Flanders ; the reft of the thirty thoufand are 
in England^, for what intent I know not. Thofe in Fian-- 
dersy that went over for the honour of the Nation, arc 
unpaid ; and thofe here are paid, and in no want. Thofc 
in England are a Grievance, all agree, and that never 
looked towards Flanders. My meaning is, thdt'by this 
the Flanders Forces could not be paid longer. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] The difference between the FIm- 
ders Forces and thole here, is this ; the Flanders Forces 
were fent from hence, and thofe here lie in quarters, and ' 
the inn-keepers give them 6d. a day, five or fix of them 
in a morning, to be rid of them. When the King of 
France made fo great a conqueft in Flandefs^ he migh^ 
have taken all the towns, even Brujfels \ but that would 
have irritated the Butch into the Confederacy » The 
French King can have Flanders when he will. It is the 
intereft of Chriftendom that you fhould draw diefe Forces 
away, to engage the Hollanders into a League for the * 
prefervation of Flanders. We lent theic men over, to 
make a bafe and difhonourable Peace ; and zhe Hollanders 
feared that we fent them . over, not only to help Flan- ' 
ders^ but to dilTolve their Government. And they feared 
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iTs* Withdraw your men out of Flanders^ and Holland 
will pour nieti in. Though Holland had Peace with 
France^ yet they put men into garrifons, regiment after 
regiment. And withdraw your Forces, and they will 
pour men in apace. 

• Mr Powle.] I. think we Ihould take no notice of the 
Sfanijb Ambaflador*s Memorial, offered you by Secre- 
tary Coventry: The Spaniards do what is good for them, 
and we muft do what is good for us. Our Crown owes 
little obligation to the Spaniards^ for they made Peace 
VritK Holland without the participation of England — 
Therefore I move that the Forces may be diibanded. 

[tiefilved^ Nemine contradicente^l That it is neceflary for the 
fafety of his Majefty's Perfon, and [preferving] the Peace of the 
Government, that all the Forces which have been raifed fince 
Siptember 2i)^ i^??* ^^^ all others [that fince that time have 
been brought over from beyond the feas from foreign fervicej be 
forthwith diibanded. . 

[Refohedj That it is the humble opinion and defire of thi« 
Roufe, that the Forces which are now in Flandirs^ may be im- 
mediately called over, in order to their difljanding.] 

Thur/day; November 28- 

fMr Secretary Coventry acquainted theHdufe, That he had 
attended his Majefty with the Addrefs relating to Mr Bedlo'u/% 
Pardon for Mifprifion of Treafon ; and that his Majefty was 
pleafed to return this Anfwer : " That Mr Bedloiv fhouJd have 
his Pardon, according to the Addrefs." And likewife with the 
Addrefs for dilbanding the Army ; " which being a matter of 

Eeat moment,' he would confuh and advife with . his Houfc of 
jrds before he would give an Anfwer.''] 
. [Ordered^ That Mr Bedlow be forthwith fent for.] 

Sir Charles Cotferell gave the Houfe an account that there had 
been aLetter fent to the Z)«/c/; AmbaflTador, that 2ijefuit difcourf- 
ing with a Merchant at Francfort^ who was going for England^ 
toH him, ** That before he could get into Englaridj there would 
be a great change there, and their defign for fetting up the Ca- 
tholic Religion would take efFedl; and that there were above 
a thoufand Jefuits engaged in it^* During this difcourfe the 
news arrived, that the riot was difcovered in England^ &c. The 
yefuit thereupon went afide, and was feen no more*. 

* This Letter was laid before the Houfe the next day, and com* 
munica^ed to the Lords « 

[An 
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[An ingroffcd Bill ftx)m the Lords, for the better Difcovciy 
and fpeedy Convidlion of Popifh Recufants, was read the firft 
time.] 

Mr SacheverelLI I know that, at the firft reading of a 
Bill, by Order, I am not to make any exceptions to 
particulars. By this Bill, it is in the eleftion of the Ex- 
chequer how to cenvift a Papift. And no part of the 
penalty (as the Bill is penned) is to go to public ufes j 
but all the fame way as by the former conviftion. 

Sir Tbomas Littleton.'] I would forbear this Bill awhile ; 

you have an cfFeftual Bill towards* this of your own, and 

let this lie upon the table. And in time, out of this Bill 

and that, you may have fome efFeft. Juftices of Peace 

have forme, ly had ill will for aAing; therefore I would, 

in this Bill, have fomething of compulfion upoD them. 

By the former Laws, when a Pajrift was returned into 

the Exchequer, and the Eftate was to be gone upon, a 

man of 1000/. a year, may be was returned 28/. a year. 

This Bill is infinitely (hort of what you intended in the 

former Bill. 

[Refohedy That the Bill be read a fecohd time.] 

The Speaker.] I have intimation, from a Member of 
the Houfe, that Mr Pefys has granted Pafles to fome 
Jefuits to go beyond fea, &c.* 

Mr Pepys.] I am much more beholden to you, Mr 
Speaker, than to the Member that informed you. I chal- 
lenge any man that can fay I ever converted with a^V- 
fuit^ fpoke with, or granted him a Pafs, in my life, 

Mr Bemet.'] One Dr Conqueft got a Pafs by means of 
Mr Atkins^ Pefrys^s Clerk, tor Mr Tbimblebj^ a.J^V, 
to go beyond fea. 

Mr PepysJ] As for Thimblely, I never granted l^m a 
Pafs, and he never afked me a Pafs 5 and granting of 
Pafles is wholly foreign to my employment. 

Colonel Birch.] Pepys fays, " that he never converfi^ 
with a Jefuitj nor granted him a Pafs, &c.*' It lic3 QD 

* There is no mention of this in the JoutqiI. 
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the other fide to prove it. Atkins is faid to be a fervant 
to Pe^s, I believe he can. give you an account where 
Atkins was Saturday ^ Sunday ^ and Monday^ when Godfrey 
was mifling. 

iMr PepysJ] Atkins was fervant to my head-clerk, and 
is one year out of his apprenticelhip. Where he was 
Saturda^y ,&c. I know not, for I was thofe three days 
with the King at Newm^rht. If you afk pie of his de- 
portment, I can bring thofe of my family who will be 
ready to tell you. 

XOrJ^mdj That the Door of the Houfe be locked, and that 
Mr Bedlow be called in, &c.J 

Mr Bedlow at the Bar. 

The Speaker.] The Houfe has information, that you 

have fomething of moment to inform them. You made 

doubt of your Pardon the other day -, but now you have 

afrurance;from the King, that your Pardon is as full as 

the thing requires. 

Mr Bedlow.'] I was laft night at the Council-board, where I 
had the King's word for my Pardon ; and that in all things he 
could, he would preferve me. And I had the King's thanks 
for my cle^r evidence againft Mr Coleman,^ where I proved the 
Letters from 1677. What I am to inform you now, is of a 
late Confultation held at Somerfet-houfe^ the nth of May laft. 
The Confultation was held in a room near the Chape], where 
Were prefent Lord BelldfiSy Lord Powis, Mr Sheldoriy and two 
French Abbots, with Mr Coleman and Mr Pritchardy ^nd two 
morej who, by the refpedl that was given them, I believe v^ere 
Ferfons of Qiiality. The Queen was with them j and Father 
Weip? and myfelf were in the Chapel. Coleman and Pr'itchard 
told me, *' They made the Qiieeh weep with the propofition of 
taking off the Kingj but at laft fhe confented to it^*." I was 

• It.ws^s a known thing that hjs . brought home to her Majefty'« 
M^jefty was not overfond of his life by an evcrt-aA, aud fupport- 
Confort ; and it was generally be- ed by a brace of witnefTes \Oates 
iieved that lie would have b<^en 2sA Bedlow \\ and all this at a 
. ^lad of anqthexy as well for tlie ' time v/hen the people were fo ex- 
lake of ifTue, as. variety. Here afperated againib the prefuniptive 
then was the faireft opportunity Iieir, that any expedient, of any 
imaginable laid before him, to do kind, to fet himafide, would nave 
:What he was thought to deifire met with a hearty' \v"!com-\ ji :t 
moft : Achargeof JHighTxeafoiiy to the Kind's honour it ought -d 
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fent to, Doway 9 with a letter to the Monks there, which was i 
final anfwer to Father Le Chaife — They hoped by that time the 
execution of the Plot would be. Stapleton opened the letter^ 
and by it underftood that all went well in England; ".that they 
were ftronger and ftronger ; and that at laft they Had brought 
the Queen to confent, ice*'* At fupperj at Terr&Unej Stapleton 
faid, ^^ it was the Queen that was at the Confultation at Somer-^ 
fet-houfe ; and that he and I knew that before;" I have given 
the Iting and the Lotds of the Council a copy 6f all this — ^I 
will prelently copy dut what I have faid, and give it ydu more 
clear. Only I have this more to fay of the Perfon^ of Quality^ 
that had their backs towards me ; they were the Duke of Tork^ 
and the Duke of Norfolk. The Abbots were, Carolo Li Phairtj 
and Carolo La Roche, 

[Ordered^ That Mr Bedlow do take his information^ and 
write a fair copy, ^iid deliver the fame into the Houfe.j 

On Mr Fleetwood's information about one Douglas^ a Satdf 
Officer, of feme words againft the King, &C4 

Sir Jchn Ernly,] I would have tny Lord General ient 
to, to find this man out. (There was a hud cry^ ** We 
kilow no Lord General^ and no Army.*') 

Debate on Mr Bedlow^s information^ 

Sir Richard Temple.] Ift Queen Elizabeth^ time Cafe 
was taken, if fhe fhould die, that things fhould not be 
better for the Papifts. I would have it made their intereft 
to keep the King alive^ And if there be any Proteftanta 
children that turn Papifts, that they Ihall be made inca- 
pable to inherit ahy eftates. 

Mr BeftneL] Let ftich a Bill be without Provifos 
(meaning " nol Id exempt the Duke^* as in the other Bill) 
and then you will have fome good of it; 

be remembered, that, inftead of miiTed^ and nobody to be admit- 

embracingityKe attended to the ted to converfe witKhioK, iidkfs 

depoHtions with indignation ^ and one of the Clerks of tfat Conndl 

was heard to fay, '' ^hey thuik I was prefent. RMf. 
have a mind to a new wife ; but, Oates had, in the (ame manner, 

for all that^ I will not fee an in- charged the Queen upon otdi be- 

nocent woman abpfed.*^ Certain fore Mr Secretary CovM^rf, A(pv. 

it is, that, upon this occafion, he 24 ; which he afib confirdiiDd up- 

caufed Oates to be clapped up in on oath, the next day, before the 

dofe cojifinement, his papers to King and Council. Be^ewvma 

be feized, his iervants to oe ^' before the Council ott tke tftih* 

Sir 
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5ir Henry Littleton and Mr Gorifig were wirii Mr Brdhz»m 
cbpying out his Information, in the Speaker^s Chamber, Upon 
intimation of it to the Speaker, the Serjeant was fent up for 
them ; who informed the Speaker, " That he could not te!I who 
the Gentlemen were, but he had brought down as much of their 
paper as was copied ;*' which the Speaker (by Order) did tear. 
The thing went no farther. 

Sir William Coventry, ] I think, there was one fingle 
word in Mr Fleetwood^ Information, viz. ** Have pa- 
tience^ and the Plot will be efFefted ;'* that is of fbipe mo^ 
ment. Men of temper and patience are more dangerous 
than thole of heat, in things of this nature. I would 
fecure men, and do thefe thmgs by the Civil Ma^ftrates, 
and according to Law. Douglas is a fingle perfbn, and 
may flip away. But for the General to ftrengthen the ' 
Lord Chief Juftice's hands in this, is not befides the bu- 
finefs. I would acquaint the King with it, and defirc 
him to give afliftance to the Lord Chief Juftice in ap- 
prehending the man. 

Sir Thomas Byde.] This Enfign, for the prefent, is out 
of office, but not out of pay. And he keeps within five 
miles of the company, and fays, " he fliall fliortly be 
tak;en in again." 

Ordered^ That Mr Secretary Coventry go out to fign«a War-, 
rant for taking 6f Enfign Douglas into cuftody ; and that no 
MemW [elfej prefome to go out of the Houfe without leave 

Four Members only were ordered to attend the Lords with a- 
Mefl[age, viz. Lord Cavendift)^ Lord Rujfely Sir TFilliajn Port-' 
matiy and Mr Montagu^ *< To let the Lords know, that this 
Houfe will fit this afternoon, on matters that relate to the pre- 
fervation of his Majefly's Perfbn and Government, and to de- 
fire their Lordfhips to do the like/' 

Mr Bedlowt then brou^t in his Paper figned, and the Speaker, 
read it. And Bedlow owned every word of it to be true as the 
Gofpel. And withdrew. 

Mr Odtes at the Bap. 

The Speaker.] Mr Oates^ as the Houfe has informa- 
tion that you can make farther difeovery of the Plot, ' 
they have fent for yo% to know what you have farther 
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to fay of any matter of moment for the prefervatioiv of 
the King's Pcrfon and the Government. 

Mr Oates.] I have an unjuft reftraint upon me, and my Pa- 
pers have been taken from me, contrary to the known Laws of 
the Kingdom. And I fear, if I difcover any thing here, 1 may 
be kept ftraighter. I defire I may be difcharged from my re- 
ftraint at WhitehalL If they intend by it the fecm"ity of my 
perfon, I undervalue it. I can fecure myfelf better in another 
place. I cannot fpeak with my friends ; I have my writings tar 
ken from me, and my fervants ; my pockets have been picked; 
and I will charge that man that did it with felony. Though I 
intended to make no great noife, yet now I fhall (peak aloud. 
They need not fear that I'll run away ; I'll be under any re- 
cognizance to profecute the Confpirators. I deiire my liberty. 
I can fpeak to my friends here, though I cannot at frbiteialL 
[He withdrrju,'] 

Lord Cavendijh reports. That the Lords intend to fit this Af- 
ternoon, according to the defue of this Houfe. 

Sir Nicholas Carew."] Though you are told that Mr 
Oates is releafed from his reftraint at Whitehall^ by Order 
of Council ; yet to be reftrained by Ibme great perlbns, 
and fo difheartencd — I would know, who has rddrained 
him, that he may be called to account. 

IsAx Williams ."] Pen, ink, and paper to be forbidden a 
man, is an extraordinary reftraint ! What ! is it to prevent 
difcovery of the Plot ? If this be true, it muft be fiom 
great men, it may be, too big for him. Pray let that be 
looked into. 

SxrJohnErnly.'] I was not at the Council, when Oatu 
made complaint of his reftraint. But I have heard that my 
Lord Chancellor fliould fay, " he fhould have pen, ink, 
and paper, but not liberty to fend out letters ; and that no 
man fhould be with him, but in the prefence of a Clerk 
of the Council.*' 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] We are unhappy, if this thing be 
too big for us, I know not what the matter is, that Oates 
has not the liberty of any fubjeft. " He will give any fc- 
curity (he tells you) to profecute." I hear that fyort 
was made at the 200/. that was given him, in the Lords 
Houfci I would have 200,000/. given him. The fav- 

ing 
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feg tk* King's liife, by the difcovery of the Plot, is above 
the keftoration of the King. He cannot be too well re- 
warded. I would have you addrefs the King for his li- 
berty, and an honourable maintenance for him. 

Sir Thomas Lee.'] I would know how long this con- 
finement has been upon Mr Oates^ and why it has been 
fo ; and how the Houfe has been mifihformed, as well 
z& Oates mifufed ? 

The Speaker.] To underftand the matter of fad, pray 
call Mr Oates in. 

Sir fVinfton Churchill.'] Mr Oates was bufy writing, as 
if he intended to print fomething. This was a week 
lince. (He was laughed at.) 

Sir fhomas Meres.] After both King and Kingdom 
lidve had fo great a deliverance by Mr Oates* s difcovery, 
that he fhould be ufed like a rogue for it, at the Lords 
Bar ! It was confidered whether he Ihould have money 
for fhoes and ftockings. The next news, Mr Bedlow 
may be ufed fo. An hundred pound is as little as can 
be thought of for his prefent ufe. 

Mr Oates was brought to the Bar. 
The Speaker. ] Mr Oates^ the Houfe is under a great 
fufprize that you fhould be under any reftraint, or dur- 
ance. They defire to be informed, from yourfelf, of 
knatter of faft. 

Mr Oates.] On Sunday night, after I gave my Information to 
the King about the Queen *, the fubftance whereof you know, 
ften, ink, and paper were taken from me, my fervants were 
feht away, and the Yeomen of the Guard were fmbking tobacco* 
in my chamber. My own friends were denied accefs to me, and 
forbid to fpeak to me, unlefe in the prefence of one of the Clerks 
of the Council, arid my Counfel was taken from me. I know the 
privilege of an Englijhtnan^ to have no reftraint upon him, un- 
Icfs there be criminal informations againft him, and I have none 
ag^nft me. From this reftraint at fFhitehally I may be carried 
to Newgate. I know I was guilty of Mifprifion of Treafon, 
and I would have given in my Information againft the Qi^ieen 
fooner, if I diirft have trufted. One of the perfons I revealed 
fome circumftances to was taken from me— I defire I may have 

* See p. zZ-j. 
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my Pardon to the firft of November^ for Mifpriiion of TttztovL 
My reftraint continues upon me ftill. I have my papers, but I 
have no privilege to fpeak to my father, or other perfons, and 
have no liberty for my Counfel to come to me. The Marquefs 
of JVincheJier did but a(k me a queftion, and had a rub from 
one of the Officers that guarded me. Till I have my liberty, if 
I fuiFer ten thoufand deaths, I will not open my mouth any fer- 
ther of what I know. He withdrew. 

Mr Williams ."l You have information plainly from 
Mr Oates of his reftraint. If he be not contradifted in 
what he has faid, we ought to believe him. The per- 
fons prefent, at the time he mentions, may difprove 
much of it, if not true. You have the man* that gave 
the firft difcovery of the Plot, and him that difcovered 
the murdering of Godfrey. I value it, upon the ac- 
count of difcovery, that that Ihould not ftop by this 
difcouragement, to be handled thus like a rogue. If a 
man be of a gentleman-like fpirit, he'll rather go to 
Newgate than be under them at Whitehall. If you 
will not fearch into this, I will fearch farther into 
nothing. 

Sir John Ernly.'] I fee here is a contrary apprehenfion 
of the thing. What reftraint Mr Oates had, was in or- 
der to his fafety, for his perfon and papers. I fay there 
ought to be fome confideration had, how Mr Oates fhall 
be forthcoming, to profecute the Plotters ; and that our 
zeal may not tranfport us beyond our end. For his 
fubfiftence, he has wanted nothing. 

Sir Chrijicpher Mufgrave. ] We owe much to this man. 
I would have him tell you what he will propofe for his 
fecurity and fubfiftence. 

Colonel Titus.'] We are told, " that this reftraint is 
for Mr Oates\ fafety," for his father muft not Ipeat 
with him. I know not the meaning of that, unlefs they 
apprehend danger that his father fhould cut his throaL 
t)eprived of his pen, &c ! That is but an ill inftxument 
to make himfelf away with. I know not what dUeafe 
Oates has to be cured of, by fmoking him with to- 
bacco. 

Sir 
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. Sir John Emly.^ People do Ikulk into Mr Oates's 
chamber -, and if any accident had happened to him, 
What would vou have thought of it ? 
• The Speaker.] Mr Oates\ firft coming into Whitehall 
was at his own defire, and that he might not ftir with- 
out guards. But how far this has been improved upon 
him as to reftraint, I know not. But I doubt how far 
his evidence will be good in Law, if he be under re- 
ftraint. 

Sir "Thomas Meres!] The fecurity of his perfon was 
good, right, and juft, till Sunday \ but neither Ernly 
nor any man can anfwer why he fliould be debarred 
Ipeaking with his Counfel, and his father, or his friend. 
Let the intention of the Privy Council be what it will, 
they are weak, or we are fo. All the wifdom of the 
nation is not collected in the Privy Council. This is not 
to be told to all the Commons of England, I would 
hear Oates again, and then you may make fonTe refo- 
lution. 

Mr Oates was called in again. 
X The Speaker.] Mr Oates^ when you firft made a dif- 
covery of the Plot, you defired to be at Whitehall^ and 
to have a guard for your fecurity -, and you thought 
yourfelf fafe at Whitehall \ but now you think otherwife. 
If you now be difcharged from Whitehall and your 
guards, what method will you propofe, yourfelf, if yoli 
be difcharged of your guards, and go from Whitehall^ 

for your fecurity for giving evidence, and of your perfon ? 
Mr Oates,] The Lords ordered me three fervants for my 
attendance and guard, for my fafety, in whofe hands I durft 
adventure my life. I can ferve the King and Kingdom, with- 
out the King's daily maintenance. But if this Houfe will help 
me, I will accept it thankfully. But if this Houfe cannot pre- 
vail for my freedom, &c. I had rather be without TVhitehall-- 
bread, than to have no liberty — My fafety is not in IVhitehalL 
—But I am in fome danger of being poifohed, as I was before of 
being ftabbed. Thofe that put the King upon this way of fecur- 
ing evidence, will find it all difcovered. No man can be re- 
ftrained of his liberty, without good evidence againft him. My 
Treaibn is not fo great, as in the perfon that 1 now difcover. 
Muft not the King's evidence fee one another ? For it is Trea- 

U 3 fon^ 
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fon (it feems) to look one another in the face. I defire lirffiy 
that my father, and my Counfcl (who is an honeft man, and 
of good repute, and known) may have liberty to come to me. 
I plot not with my Counfcl, nor they with me, with thofe who 
would fmother this Plot. I defurc that Dr Tongue may be fent 
for ; for the Houfe was fliort in fomethbg they (bould have 
aiked him. I defire I may provide my own lodgings, near tibc 
Houfe, and that I may provide for myfelf. If I cannot be per- 
mitted, ril tell you. My Lord Chancellor made me the pro-p 
poiition of allowance for boots and fhoes, &c. I looked upon 
it as a fore difgrace, though I believe the Chancellor meant ho- 
neftly. My fortune would be better, if I fihould not diicover 
any farther, &c. but I will endeavour to fave three King:dom8, 
but not diflerve one ; though my Lord Treafurer fpoke ill of a 
Letter of mine. I never knew fecurity to profecute, &c. tnorc 
than one's fingle bond only 5 but if it be required, FU endea- 
vour to get other fecurity, that I fliall profecute the perfons ac-. 
cufed. He withdrew. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] At the Council there was 
feme Debate about Mr Oates^s liberty, and his papers. 
There was an addition to the Order, " that he JSiould 
not fpeak to any perfons but in the prefence of a Clerk 
of the Council *. But what was done after I went ai^y, 
1 know not. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I find now, thatO^/^/s liberty is the 
fame with Mr Coleman\ in Newgate. He might Qxak 
with his wife, but in the prefence only of the Keeper of 
Newgate. 

Sir Thomas Lit tie ton.] The Abbey-church-yard is a 
convenient place for Oates\ lodging. There is a com- 
pany of foot of the Militia upon guard* He may have 
two or three centries to guard him. I am for taking 
all thefe men in their own way. And that he may have 
200/. for his occaficns ; and fecure himfelf to his con- 
tent. But one thing flicks with me. Whether it is a4- 
vifable to go upon his own recognizance only, to pro-. 
fecute, &c. ? In a very great cafe, as this is, if his fk- 
ther, or any one perfon be bound with him, I am very- 
well fatisfied. There is a way of Ipiriting moi away^ 
and you may never know what is become of hini. And, 

^ See p. 288. 
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in that cafe, it is hard to be bound for a man. Do 
what you pleafe. I would venture to take his own fe- 
curity to profecute. 

The Speaker.] I have not heard of any perfon that 
is a profecutor, that has been obHged to give fecurity 
with him to profecute. If he does refufe to profecute, 
after he has given information upon oatli, a Juftice of 
Peace may commit him to prifbn. 

Colonel Birch. ^ I would thtfs far let Mr Oates have 
his defires, viz. " to have his own fervants and his own 
diet, and to be where he will." But I had rather have 
him at Whitehall^ and his guard out of doors. " Two 
hundred pound" is propofed for fubfiftence-money ; I 
would have it ten hundred pounds. It is ftrange, that, 
after all his difcovery of the Plot, of a Navy, and an 
Army, &c. and we are told he has his liberty again *. 
We may in time talk of that. 

Serjeant Maynard.'] To what degree this Mr Oates 
has made his Information, I would have you confider. 
What did this man get by it ? He has forfeited his own 
life, if he be not pardoned. Something extraordinary, 
fure, induced him to this difcovery. There was little 
profecucion of the Plot, till Sir Edmundbury Godfrey*^ 
death. What ground was there for Godfrey^ death ? 
Nothing, but in relation to Mr Gates's Informiation. 
How many lies and ftories were made, to perfuade the 
world about it .? But when the murder was difcovered, 
the world was awakened. That which was examined 
before, every one had notice of. But Oates could not 
imagine Colemanh papers, to confirm his evidence a- 
gainft hhn. Every man's mouth was full of Oatesh An- 
gle evidence ; but when ColemarC% papers were difcover- 
ed, and Coleman could not deny them to be his own ; 
then 0/?/^j having^one fo far, it looked [like] a counter- 
tally in the Exchequer. That juftifies that Oates is not 1 
liar. Now Mr Oates is under reftraint for all this. It 
is great prudence for him to be fccured, but it is not 
juftifiabk for him to be punilhed, by with-holding pen, 

• ^U MS. 
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ink, and paper from him^ his father, and his counfd. 

^is cHJiodit cujkdem ? He tells you he is in danger of 
his very keepers. As for temptation to retradt his evi- 
chnice, if there be any thing in that, he would have had 
it before now. I move, therefore, that he may be ftill 
at fVhilehdl^ but let liim have iiis own fervants, friends, 
&c. I never knew in ftory, but that Princes have had 
iaformation of dangers defigned againft them ibme way 
before- hand. Geddlia told the perfon who informed 
him his throat was defigned to be cut, ** he lied," and 
believed it not, and his thi'oat was cut. The Duke of 
Guifej who was killed at Blds^ by Order of Hemy III. of 
Franc€y would never believe it, though he had a letter 
fent him in a handkerchief into the Council, to give 
him notice of the defign againft him. Examples arc 
frequent, where informations of this nature have been 
(lighted. The Information of this Plot comes from all 
hands. I pray God we be not as the commonwealth of 
Jsrufalem^ '-that bearing we will not hear^ and underftani^ 
ing we will not underfiand. What Oates has faid, has 
hitherto been true. I would therefore take care that the 
man may be at eafe, and have his own fervants, &c. 

\^Refolved^ That an humble Addrefs be prefentcd to his Ma- 
jefty, to dcfire his Majefty, that Mr Oates may be under no 
manner of rtftroint whatfoever \ and tliat he may be allowed his 
own fervants to attend him, and the liberty of providing his 
own ncceflari'rs j and that hisfvlajefly would begracioufly plea-* 
fed to give order, that he may have a prefent fum of money in 
hand, and a competent weekly allowance for his maintenance ; 
and that his friends and relations may have free accels to him : 
And that his Majefly would be farther gracloufly pleafed, that 
Mr Oates s Pardon may extend and relate to this day, for Mif- 
prifion of Treafon.] 

Mr Oates was brought to the Bar. 

After having preambled fomething about his Pardon^ which thi 
Cvmpiler did not well hear^ he faid ^ I do accufe the Queen for 
coni'piring the death of the King, and contriving how to com- 
pafs it *. I faw a Letter, in May laft, from Sir George Waki^ 

* "This accident (as Burnet gdnft the Queen) took V)^ Hie lays) 
^ts it» meanix)^ this charge a- much from Oatei^ credit. 

man^ 
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nkm^ the Queen's Phyfician, to AJhby^^M^smmblelyj zjefuit^ 
&c, (winch isfpoken of at large in Wakeman'jTrjw/.} In that 
Letter, Wakeman liked well the propofkl cf killing the King, if 
it could be, and the Queen had engaged him in that work. 
Upoii mature deliberation, finding this was a thing not to be 
concealed, I feared that the Queen, the wife of the King's 
bofom, might have opportunity — And for another reafon, I 
did not give evidence of it in Court, till I told the King of it. 
In July laft there was a Meffage from the Queen for three or 
fcur y^fuits to attend her at Somerfet-Houfey and I had order to 
wait on them. They went into the chamber. I followed them^ 
and ftood in an anti-chamber. I heard the Queen then fay, 
** She would no longer endure the affronts {he had received, 
but would revenge the violation of her bed." (I have been 
opprefled by my reftraint, and I cannot fay the very words, 
bpt I refer myfelf to the Minutes taken before the Lords of the 
Council.) I defired to be introduced by the Jefuits to the 
Queen, after the Conference at Somerfet-Houfe ; and, upon my 
falvation, I faw no woman in the room but the Queen. She 
gave the Fathers 4000/. for the Society of Jefus. Of this I 
have evidence, by a Letter of Thanks for it from them. This 
Letter I faw, and, in that Letter, the Queen's refolution to 
ftand by them in propagation of Popery. In another Letter, 
&C. That there were feveral occafions for great fums of money, 
to encourage people to continue in their perverted eftate." 
Another I have forgot ; it is in the Minutes of the Council ; 
and, I think, Mr Speaker was then at the Council. I went to 
Somerfet-Houfe lately ; and though I cannot fvvear to the very 
room where the Queen was, fo as to fatisfy a Judge, yet I la- 
tisfy myfelf*. You may fee a perfe<S account I gave of all 
this to the Lords of the Council^ and thofe papers I am willing 
to live and die by. He withdrew. 

Debate. 
Colonel ^itus."] Improbable things from a credibk 
man I cannot believe, and probable things from an in- 

• When he was bid defcribc authenticate his evidence in fbme 

the room, it proved to be one of degree, hy finding out the room : 

the public rooms of that Court, But when he came there, none of 

which are fo great, that the Queen, the rooms, itfeems, tallied with 

who was a woman of a low voice, his remembrance ; and he conti- 

could not be heard over it, unlefs nued to talk of *' a light pair of 

ihc had drained for it. Burnet. flairs, rooms large and higli, and 

The Lords Ofory and Brid^e^ £reat folding doors," that could 

*water were dircded to take him not he found. Ralpb. 
to ^omerfU'Houfe, that he xniglu 

credible 
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credible man I cannot believe — ^When I confider what 
the Papifts teach and pradife — I do not believe a ftory, 
becaufe Mr Oaies and Mr Bedlow fay it is true ; but be- 
caufe it is probable to be true, therefore I believe it. There 
have been Queens that have been impeached. The firft 
ftep you can make to fecure the King's Perlbn, is to fe- 
cure all the Papifts at JVhitehall •, not only men, but wo- 
men, fliould be removed. Unlefs you feparate them fix)m 
the King, the Plot will go on ftill. The firft thing we* 
do fhould be to addrefs the King, " that all Papi£ at 
Whitehall may be removed from thence." 

Mr William Harbor d,'] I fecond the Motion, and will 
graft fomething on it. Though they are virtuous people, 
of themfelves, yet their ghoftly father is near them» 
and prevails upon them. The late Queen was by her Con* 
feflbr made to go barefoot to Tyburn for her penance; 
and feeing that one fatal ftroke upon the King may be 
our deftrudion, and that Proclamations are inefteftual to 
fend the Papifts out of town, I move to have a Law 
made, and the Bill brought in to-morrow morning, 
" to make it penal for Papifts to come to town, and 
felony to approach the King's Perfon." 

Colonel jB/V/:^.] You have been told, " that you caimot 
have the Minutes of Mr Oates^s Information from the 
Council/* This is reafonable to afk, if Impeachment was 
to be. But it is not a plaifter for the fore yet. I have 
not yet feen one ftep to prevent a fatal ftroke upon the ' 
King, but by the two Houfes. Pardon me, if I fey, 
they have rather encouraged it, that have been near the 
King. I do not think that we are ready yet for im- 
peaching the Qiieen ; but when we do it, in plain Ipeak- 
ing, I would addrefs the King, " that the Queen may 
withdraw to fome of his Majetty's Houfes/* This is as 
gentle a ftep as we can make. If evil fhould come of- 
it, and you not addrefs the King, &c. you can never 
wipe the afperfion from you. I would have a Law made, 
** that, if the King ftiould fall by the hands of violence^ 
no man fhould enjoy an Eftate if he were a Papift, but 
the next a-kin that was a Proteftant." 

Mr 
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Mr SoUicitor IVinmngtcm.'] If there be feveral propo* 
fitions on foot, no man can fpeak to them. It is, by Law, 
Treafon to kill the Queen, fhe being in a high ftation; 
though Queens have been tryed for Treafon, and found 
guilty of it. If you addrefs the King " for removal 
of all Papifts from the Court," it will not be interpreted 
*' the Queen •," but if the matter before you be fufBci- 
^nt againft her, then you may name her to be removed. 
It is time how to be plain. Since the tryal of Coleman *, 
iny apprehenfions increafe daily. I obferve from Mr 
OateSy that, in this Information, he comes not up pofi- 
tively to the Queen. Mr Bedlow does. Oates fays, " he 
heard a woman's voice, that faid, " flie would be reven- 
ged of the violation of her bed :'* And when he was in- 
troduced into the room where they were in confultation, 
he faw no woman there but the Queen. I would be 
glad to have Oates^% evidence written down, as well as 
Bedkw*%. '* That (he would be revenged of the viola- 
tion of her bed" poffibly may not extend to murdering 
the King. Therefore the Queftion will be, this concern- 
ing the King fo nearly, " Whether the King fhall be ad- 
drefled unto that the Queen may retire to Somerfet-Houfe^^*' 
where fhe goes fometimes for a week together for her de- 
votion, and it will be no punifhment to her. This In- 
formation is poflible to be true : And if we negleft it, 
it may put people upon extremity. -If you intend to 
proceed criminally againft the Queen, there muft be 
great confideration had upon it, and we muft confulr 
our Books. But if you are of opinion, and have good 
ground, to advife the King to remove the Qiieen from 
Court, do as you pleafe ; but Mr Oates comes not up to 
the charge fo direftly as Mr Bedlow. But if the Houfe 
thinks, that Mr Oates comes up to Mr Bedlow in his E- 
vidence, it is the duty of the Houfe to addrefs the King, 
*' That, for the fafety of his Perfon, the Queen may be 

* Coleman had been tryed the day and his own Letters. He was ex- 
hefore (No^. 27.) and convifted, ecu ted Dec. 3, and died without 
on the evidence oi Oates ^ Bedle<Wf any confelTion. 
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removed to Somerfet-Houfe^ and all other Papifts put from 
the Court, in this time of imminent danger." 

Sit John Trevor.'] The Law of England makes no 
diftinftion between the Queen and the meaneft perfbn, 
in point of Treafon, &c, I am loth to fay what is in 
my heart. The Queen is neareft to the King's Perfon 
at Court. There is but a wall between them. Therefore 
I would fatisfy the loyal fubjects of England^ and pafi a 
Vote in plain Englijh^ " to make an Addrefs to the King, 
that the Queen and her family, together witi all reputed 
or fufpedled Papifts, may be removed from IVhiteball!' 
[JVhich lijas voted.] 

The Commons defired a Conference with the Lords, at whidi 
they delivered the following Addrefs, and defired the concurrence 
of the Lords : 

*' We your Majefty's moft loyal and dutiful fubjefb the 
***** and Commons in Parliament aflembled, having received 
informations, by feveral witneffes, of a moft defperate and trai- 
terous [defign and] confpiracy againft the life jof your [moft] 
facred Majefty ; wherein, to our great aftonifliment, the Queen 
is particularly charged and accufed ; in difcharge of our Alle- 
giance, and [out of our] afFe£lion and care for the prefervation 
of your Majefty's [facred] Perfon, andconfequently of the whole 
Kingdom, do moft humbly befeech your Majefty, that the 
Queen, and all her family, and all Papifts, and [reputed or] 
fufpefted Papifts, be forthwith removed from your Majefiy's 
Court at WhitehalL 

[Refohedy That an humble Addrefs be prefentcd td his Map 
jefty, to defu-e his Majefty, that all Papifts, and fufpeded Papifb» 
within England^ ff^ales^ and town of Berwick upon Tweedy may 
be apprehended and fecured.] 

Friday, November 29. 

[Mr Secretary Coventry acquainted the Houfe, That his Ma- 
jeffy had been attended with the Addrefs concerning Mr Oettes \ 
and that hib Majefty would take time to confider, and return an 
Anfwer.] 

Saturday y November 30. 

The King commanded the Houfe to attend him in the Houfe 
of Lords, where [after pafling the Bill for difabling Papifts fiom' 
fitting in cither Houfe of Parliament] he thus fpoke : 

"^ That, as to tlie Bill for laifmg the Militia, he did not pa^s 

it, 
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it, becaufe it put the Militia out of his power for a time. For 
though it were but for half aii hour, it was the fame thing ; for 
the right of the Militia being in the Crown, he would not con- 
fent to any Aft that might put it out, though but for half an 
hour. But that, if you would enable him with nwney, he 
would raife fuch a part of the Militia, as (hould fecure the peace 
of the Nation, and his own Perfon. As to the other Bill, it 
was a Bill of great importance, and might hereafter be of ili 
confequence ; but neverthelefs, for allaying the prefent appre- 
faenfions and jealoufies, and fecuring the People againft their 
fears, he was content to pafs it into a Law. And now, having 
done fo much for your fatisfaftion, at your defire ; he did ex- 
pcdl that you fhould take into confideration what he had for- 
merly communicated to you in this Seffion, and anfwer his dc-^ 
fires ♦." 

Debate. 

^11 William Coventry.'] I am not fuperftitious, but the 
rejeding this Bill by his Majefly looks ftrange — That 
we fhould do fo little, in this dangerous conjunfture, to- 
wards our fecurity, and that little we do fliould prove 
abortive — That fuch a fatality fhould be upon us, that, 
in this Bill for raifing the Militia, there fhould be fome* 
thing redundant, or deficient, to caufe the King to rejedt 
it — That we fhould be fo circumfpeft in our Addrefs, and 
the Lords to make no objection againfl it ; this could be 
no objeftion from the Lords of the Council — We were fo 
circumfped, that, if the raifing the Militia fhould draw 
any charge upon the King, we would fupply that with 
this Bill. And yet thefe Lords of the Council, prefent 
in the Houfe, who were fo circumfpedt in preparing the 
Bill, not to remind us of the defedls of the Bill, till the 
King told us why he would not pkfs it ! This looks fa- 
tal. If there be an error in the Bill, let us look it over, 
and fee where we have erred — And let a copy of it be 
read, to fee where we have been defedive, and to mend 

it. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] I would have that Bill we fent 
to the Lords, read, to fee what defefts we may find in 
it, and what may remedy it now. 

* This Speech is not inferted ** That Mr Speaker declared the 
In the Journal. It is only faid, elFeft of it to tlie Houfe.*' 

(Lord 
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(Lord Ruflel faid privately to the Compiler^ ** That hit 
Motion was in favour of the Duke, to take the blame 
from him of the King's rejeding the Bill.*') 

Sir John Ernly.'\ I doubt you may not do any thing 
upon this Act, in the fame Seffion of Parliament. But 
yet you may have a Bill that may have fomewhat of thd 
Militia to fecure us. 

Mr Bennet.] When there are fo many of the King's 
Council, both here and in the Lords Houfe, and not to 
remind us fooncr of it ! — Make what Bill you will, I am 
afraid thofe hands do all ftill — There was an Aft tnadc 
for difbanding the Army, but the Army was kept up 5 
and, it feems, the Militia " muft not be out of thfc 
King's hand" — I think our danger h at home ; it is about 
Whitehall^ I mean. And till you clear aU here, all the 
reft will be to no purpofe. 

Mr Swynfin.'] This is a new cafe. Both Houfes thought 
nothing amifs in the Bill. Pray let fome Counfel with- 
draw to view it. 

The Militia Bill, rejefted by the King, was read by tbc 
Speaker. 

Sir William Coventry. '\ To acquiefce in the King's re- 
jeftion of Bills, is our duty •, but for the prefent confi- 
delation, I would not infringe method of Parliament, 
but eftablifh the Militia in fuch a way as may defend us. 

Mr Finch, ^ I am forry, that, in the danger we are in, 
our friends have not helped us. The time will be long 
to-day in the Members taking the Teft*, but I would do 
fomething. It may be that another Bill may be brotigbt 
in, with fome alteration. If it be a Bill of the fame na- 
ture, it muft be done to-day, or not at all. 

Mr Waller,'] In 3 Charles^ the Kingdom was fo pro- 
voked by bi netting of foldiers, and conduft-money, that 
it occafioncd the Petition of Right ; to which we had an 
Anfwer from the King, and we liked it not ^ but went 
to the King a fecond time, and had an Anfwer, 4nd 
liked it not. We went to the King a third time, a64 

* In purfuance of the Bill jufi yaffid. 

had 
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had Anfwer, " Soit droit fait comme il eft dejire'^ Some 
difference there is betwixt this and that. We had not 
then for Anfwer, " Le Rot s*avifera j" that was a thing 
of Right; but confider whether this is of Grace? 
I obferve, that, when the Speaker made report of the 
King's Speech, he faid, " This Bill was rejefted. Le J^oi 
s^avifera" But the King added more ; he gave you a 
reafon why he would not pafs it. Pray put us in mind 
pf that reafon why the King rejected it. 

Sir Rokrt Sawyer.] I am forry the Bill is rejeded, and 
the more, becaufe it pafJed both Houfes fo unanimoufly. 
I think there can be no exception taken to it, unlefs to 
keeping the men together fo many days. I defire that 
the King's Council, that are Members, would acquaint 
you, what the ttop was in paffing this Aft. Surely, in 
this imminent danger, there is fome great matter in it. 
For keeping the Militia together fourteen days is already 
in the power of the Deputy-Lieutenants. And why not 
now, in fuch a time, in fuch imminent danger? I can- 
not conceive why this Bill takes away the King's power 
in difmifiing them, more than in the former fourteen 
days. It was not the defign, nor intention of the Houfe, 
but that the country fhould bear the charge. Were the 
King put upon it, it were another cafe. The people will 
iay, " What ! is a Law denied us for our fatety ? " I 
fear the Mihtia will have difcouragement, and fo thofc 
unlawful aflemblies will be encouraged, and the true Pro- 
teftant Religion difcouraged. They will iay, *' We were 
armed, and you had no Law to keep us together." I 
would therefore addrefs the King, " That a third part 
of the Militia may be ready, and thofe that the King 
(hall for fuch a time employ.'* A private Bill of a 
worthy Member was brought in, the fame Seflion, for 
altering a few words only of a Bill, &c. Something 
certainly muft be done, or we are certainly ruined. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] I perceive there is a wifdom fome- 
where more than in the Lords and Commons, that this Bill 
is denied us. There are finefles, that we underftand not. 
It is plain, that what is in the Bill the King does, he enafts. 

Neither, 


^04 DeBafes in Parliament im i6yB. 

Neither, it fecms, can be done by a new Law, or wxtttont 
a new Law. Neither by Addreffis nor Law, I acknow- 
lege it is the King's Aft, &c, and whoever advifed the 
King to this A6t, at this time, is neither a friend to the 
King nor the nation. The King's Aft in Parliament is 
more eminent, and his own, than any thing elfe he does» 
I wil! not fpeak to two things at once, but to the firft point. 
I am of opinion, that we are in fome ftraits, that wc 
cannot have that fame Law brought in, the fame Seflioiiy 
after it has been rejefted. But that of H^^h-Money 
was thought a neceifary Law, but there was a great fl^ 
in it (two or three, I tliink.) It was thought neceflary 
that fome of itfhould pafs. And another Bill (though die 
former was rejefted) was brought in the fame Seffion. I 
remember that Precedent only. I ftiav^ you this, becaufe 
this very Bill cannot come in, this ^'effion, (feeing this is 
to be totally flighted, and another coniirmed) that a 
Law may be made, to make the Militia ufeful, thoti^ 
not this way. I have nothing but fafety and fincerity in 
ray thoughts. 

Mr Secretary Coventry S\ The Bill went on univerially 
here, and, in my own thoughts, I went along with it, 
and \ had no exception to it. If I had known before 
the caufc of exception the King would have taken at k, I 
fhodid have been a villain not to have toW you. The ' 
King has told you the reafon of his rejefting the Bilf, 
^^ becaufe he will not have the Militia half an hour oat of 
his hand •,'* he thinks, " that, by this Bill, 60/^0 tneii 
are to be in arms, and are not in his power to make them 
lay down their arms, if he pleafes/* Now if you com* 
mand the country to be in arms fourteen days moie^ that^ 
in the whole Bill, makes up forty twow 

The Debate broke off* 

The Members, according to the A<51 jufi pafied> were (worn 
2t the tabic, &c. this day and Sunday* 

% 

Monday f, December 2* 

The former Debate refumed. 

Sir Robert Howard^ I find no caufe ioz the opinkm^ 
that this Bill was againft the King's PreK^advc* \ft 

one 
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one Bill' of the Militia it fays, " The Militia fhall be 
raifed andmuftcred for fo many days-," which appeals to 
the former A6i of the Militia ; " So many days the 
mufter Ihall be, and no longer/* Now whether is the 
King's Prerogative more confined in faying, " Thus 
long, and no longer," or, " Thus fhort, and no Ihorter** 
a time ? Now whether the Prerogative is more confined 
which fays, *' I cannot make it lefs,'* or, " I cannot 
make it more,** &c. I leave you to judge. If you fit 
down, and fay nothing to this, you tacitly acquiefce, 
that, by this Bill, you have invaded the King's Preroga- 
tive. Did not the King fend you a Meffage, by the Se- 
cretary, about Bedlow's Pardon, &c. *' that he would 
think of it ; Le Roi s^avifera ? " If you have not done 
amiis, pray aflert what you have done ; if you have^ 
then refer it to fome Gentlemen to enquire what you 
have done by the former Bill. 

Sir Richard Temple.] If" Le Roi s^aviferd"* be not a 
negative to a Bill, I know not what is a negative. You 
have tryed this, both by Bill and Addrefs, and neither 
has done* The Lords anfwered you, it was better to be 
done by a Bill. I hear fince, that the Lords have made 
an Addrefs to the King to improve it for the prefent^ 
*' where the fourteen days have not been up, that the 
King pleafe to call them together." We were unfortu- 
nate in the Bill, not to apprehend the unhappy oceafiori 
of the King's rejefting it. We could not find it wheri 
we reviewed the Bill. I will not difpute the Kitig's Pre- 
rogative in this cafe. The matter is tender, and it is 
reafon ; but the queftion is, what is to be done. It is 
taken for granted, that this can be done only by Bill ; 
and the Houfe will not addrefs the King againft Law^ 
for any thing. If the King had given his negative to 
the Bill, without reafons — But the King has differenced 
it front all other denials of a Bill* It is not without 
inftance, that Bills have been brought in, the fame Sef- 
fion^ when the manner, and not the matter, has been ex- 
cepted againft. And there may now be fuch a Bill 
brought in, and I have precedents for it^ 

Vol. VL X Mr 
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Mr SacheverelL] I cannot agree that any precedent has 
bt;en, fince 2 Hen. V. that ever a new Bill was brought 
in of the fame matter rcjeded the fame SeQion of Par- 
liament. That is plain, in the Aft made at the Par- 
liament held at Leicefter^ where they declare " That it is 
the undoubted right of the King to give his Aflent or 
Negative to Bills." Now I am up, I will tell you my 
thoughts clear another way •, that there are Gentlemen, 
above this Houfe, near the King. If this Bill has in- 
trenched upon the Prerogative of the Minifters, it is 
more thiin I know. You made a Law to keep Papifis 
out of oiFicc ; and yet they were difpenfed with. It is 
in vain to offer any Bills, unlefs the King will take the 
advice of Parliament. Edw, I. It was no invafion, in 
his time, of the King's Prerogative, to fay " his Mini- 
fters were nccumenta reipublica Anglide*^ If you lay it 
not before the King, that he is advifed by Minifters 
againlt his own intcreft and yours, — till you do that, all 
you do is in vain, l^t us orice know, whether the King 
will once more hearken to you, or his Minifters; 
atid that, whilft he hearkens to thele men, and not to 
his Parliament, we muft fit down and bewail our mif- 
fortunes. 

Mr IVilliams,'] The Prerogative is no more incroach- 
ed upon in this Bill, than in thofe Afts of the Militia 
already made. Did not tJie Acl the King pailed on Sa- 
turday impole upon the Prerogative more than this ? 
Cannot the King call what Lords* he pleafes into the 
Houfe of Peers ? And yet he pafiid that Aft, to exclude 
his own power, that they cannot fit without the Oaths 
and Teft. 1 mufl: fubniit to the King in it ; but from 
the Councils your Laws are violated, and all from them. 
I his njcftc'd Bill was fo much for the fecurity of the 
King — An:l for any Miiiilltr to advife the King not to 
pals it ! — ilis head is too little to be a facrifiice for the 
thing. This Bill was for the fafety of the Kingdom; 
and to tell lis of Prerogative, when the Kingdom is in 
danger ! The Counfcl that fl:opped this Bill, will flop all 

others. 
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others. And if you do not examine whojgave this Coun- 
lel, you do nothing. 

Sir J'homas Meres. ^ This being our condition, as has 
been faid, I would ftate our condition to the King, in 
which we ftand. Neither the King's Council, nor Privy 
Council, do conceive the thing as we do. I fecond, 
therefore, the Motion, " That the Houfe will reprefent 
to the King the dangerous condition the Nation is in.** 

Sir JVilliam Hickman.'] Either what is propofcd from 
this Houfe, for remedy of our dangers, comes to no- 
thing, or the execution of it is fo flow that it comes to 
nothing. I have not heard of any Dlreftions or Com- 
miilions to the Lord-Lieutenants to give the Oaths yet. 
When the Army, in time of Rebellion, went to prayer, 
then there was fomc damnable thing going forward. I 
hear that, all over Chrijlendom^ the Jefuits have a fail at 
this time, this very day. I move as before. 

'Mr Bennet.'] There are fome, that are flill infmuating 
into the King, that he is fecurer by thofe about him 
than the Militia, than Englijh Freeholders* Popery can 
never come in, but by Proteftant hands, fuch as go to 
church ; as Irijhmen^ and tranfplanted kinfmen to Mar- 
(hals of France. Thefe are your men to fecure the King! 
Some of them have been rebels in Ireland. They fay, 
** That the Militia are boys with feathers in their caps ; 
and they are for a Commonwealth. They muft have fuch 
as have been abroad in France^ or at the fiege of Maef- 
iricbt.^ But it will never be well, till the Militia, Men 
of Eftates, guard the King's Perfon, and till the King 
believes himlelf fafer thus. I fpeak not of Secretaries 
figning Commiflions to Papifts, with Difpenfations from 
the Oaths and Tefts * ; they hold their Places by thofe 
things ; yet ftill they are good Proteftants 1 Till we can 
fo lay the cafe before the King, and till he believes the 
Militia to be his beft guard, and trufts.himfelf in thofe 
hands ; till the King believes us, we Ihall do no good : 
And till we remove Wife, Friend, Brother, and Sifter- 
till then, you'll never do good. 

• See p. 216. 
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Lord Cavendijh.l I defire, " That an Addreis may te 
made to the King, to reprefent the Dangers of the Na- 
tion." And then confider, whether you will refer it to 
a private Coniinittcc, or a Committee of the whole 
Houie. 

Sir Hen-ry CapeL] I cannot differ from thofe Gentle- 
men for the Queftion, " to reprefent the prefent Danger 
of the Nation to the King." But we have made fo many 
Addrefles, and have had fuch Anfwers, that we have 
no encouragement to proceed any farther. It is a nota- 
ble obfervation, and I defire to enlarge upon it,-, that in 
the diibanding the Army, the Parliament, and the King 
agreed it by a Law, and yet they are kept up by Ibme 
other perfons. This is open to every man's eyes. - Till 
this Army be difbanded, we can have no farther hopes. 
Therefore let us go fpeedily on for difbanding the Ar- 
my, and I hope we Ihall have the concurrence of the 
King in it. 

Sir John ErnlyJ] I agree " That the Freeholders of 
England are the fafcft Guard for the Nation/* And I 
am forry we have loft the hopes of die Bill for railing 
them, in this time of danger. But I conceive there was 
no other hindrance to it, than what the King told you. 
There was a time when the Scotch Army was to be dif- 
banded, and the Parliament borrowed money of the 
. City to do it, and got the Ad of perpetuity of their fit- 
ting, for their fecurity. If that be left out of the Bill, 
that the King ohjcftcd againft, I believe yet the King 
will pafs i*". I fay this only *' for the Reprefentation of 
the State of the Nation," moved for. I know not how 
he will be fenfible of it farther. He knows it all al- 
ready. If you go on with the Militia, &c. I doubt not 
but the King will pafs it. As for the Army, the King 
is as forward to have it dilbanded as you are. It is faid, 
*' there are feveral Papifts in it," and it may be fo ; but 
feveral ways have been ufcd to purge the Army-. Moft 
of the Officers arc good Freeholders ; and no man can 
think them fit to go into Flanders. If that Army had 
not been, no part of Flanders had been left. They did 

good 
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.good fervice there. And now the ratification of the 
-Peace is come, there is no farther ufe of them. And I 
concur to their difbanding. 

5/V John Birkenhead told aftoyy of the beginning of the 
Rebellion in 1641, and the Militia Ordinance ; andadded^ 
*' That this Reprefentation of the State of the Nation 
looked like that time." > 

Mr Williams. ^ Either the Gentleman that moved the 
Reprefentation of the State of the Nation, or Birkenhead, 
pwght to be reprimanded. 

Whereupon fever al called Birkenhead to the Bar. 

Sir Nicholas Carew.'] Now we are reprefenting the 
State of the Nation; to tell us of 1641 ! — I believe that 
JBirk^head is a favourer of Popery/, and I would have 
him called to the Baf". 

Mr Bennet.] Though we are told of 164 1, and called 
Fanatics ^t Whitehall, I never thought to have heard 
it here. I would call him to the Bar. 
. Mr Secretary Coventry.'] We are gone beyond Order. 
Whenever we queftion any Member's words, they are to 
be written down. I think he intended no refleftion up- 
on the Houfe. 

Sir Robert Sawyer.] If there be any blame,, it was in 
the Chair. The Speaker ftiould have done his duty, by 
interrupting Birkenhead, 

The Speaker.] If there was any thing amifs, in what 
Birkenhead faid, and I did not reprimand him for it, pray 
lay it upon my account. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] He compared our apprehenfion of 
the prefent danger to Lunsford and his footman, and 
JjorA Digbyh coach and horfes, in 1641-, and our re- 
prefenting the State of the Nation, to the Remonftrance 
in 1 64 1, by the Long Parhament. Still to be told 
thus of 1 64 1 is hot ; and it was as high what was faid 
by another Gentleman, " That Birkenhead was a favourer 
of Popery.'' 

Sir Thomas Clarges.'] I will only fay, I was one of 
thofe happy or unhappy men, engaged in the King's^ 
Army, as long as any Army was. We then faid, '* they 
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were afperfions of Popery that were caft upon the Mini- 
ftry, &c." But now Popery is plainly coming in, more 
than in 1 641 ; fince we have a perfon (o near the Crown, 
that has been perverted. Thefe things are ftUl from the 
unhappy Reprefentations betwixt the King and Parlia- 
ment. If the King be not happy and confident in this 
Parliament, he will never be in any. Thofe that make 
a difference, in this matter, arfe no friends to the Crown. 
Thofe who intercept the King's Graces to his People, 
will ftill improve them upon us behind our backs, now 
they do fo before our faces. I know not how they 
come to be thus illuminated. Was not the A6b of the 
Militia the King's Authority, and the Lord-Lieute- 
nants and Deputies approved by the King ? It is ne- 
ceffary to clear ourfelves, and make fome Reprefenta- 
tion of our aftions to the King. I know not what tef- 
timony of your loyalty you can give to the King, more 
than yen have done. Therefore I am for fuch a Rc- 
prefentation to the King, and leave the fucccfs of it to 
God. 

Sir Edward Bering.] The Reprefentation you are 
about to make, concerning difbanding the«s, Army, and 
the Danger of Popery, I am for. " For Popery," that 
is done already •, but " for a Reprefentation of the State 
of the Nation" is a large field, and a way not much 
trodden •, and it mufl: go up to the Lords, and take up 
time. The prefent Danger is not fo much from Princi- 
ples of Government, as from Popery and the Army. 
It is a wonderful thing that the di/banding of the Army 
ihould not be done, when an Ad: was folemnly pafled 
for that purpofe ; but more a wonder now, when the 
King has invited us to do it, and we defire it : And yet 
to be let fall ! I would therefore go directly to thefe two 
things, the Army and Popery. You have two Bills of 
Popery before you, and you are gone forward in that of 
difbanding the Army, which, by former precedents, may 
be effeftual. J move that the method of difbanding the 
Army may be reported. 

Refolved^ That an humble Addrcfs be made to his Majefty, 

containii^ 
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containing a Reprefenution of the prefent State and Dangers of 
the Nation. 

Mx Powki'] Since you have refolved to go upon the 
Reprefentation, I would do it with all folemnity. It is 
tdo great a charge for a private Committee to draw up. 
I move that we may go into a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, and I offer one Head of it, viz. " To reprefent 
the Mifreprefentation of our Proceedings to the King.** 
Let us look back upon the fliarp Meffages we have had, 
&c. contrary to the King's nature, by thofe Mifrepre- 
fcntations. If you take thefe things, and fwallow them 
down, yqu will be contemptible in the eyes of the 
world. Submitting to thefe things, is a confeffion, that 
the King is in the right, and you in the wrong. I move, 
therefore, that that may be the firft Head of the Addrefs. 
Mr Bennet.'] I would have it part of the Reprefenta- 
tion, how the King's Minifters have dealt with him •, and 
then the King will either take good ones, or we (hall 
have power to turn the bad ones out. 

Mr Pepys of Cambridge.'] That which is propofed is 
no new thing; it is beyond 16^1, Undermining the 
Great Council of Lords and Commons, retaining Forces 
up contrary to Law, you'll read it againft Magna Charta. 
The Spencers^ father and fon, &c. Empfon and Dudley^ 
, &c. 

Colonel Birch,] How this comes to pafs, I know not, 
that men fhould hint at 164 1 and 1642. Coleman's luCt" 
ters give us clear hints for our apprehenfions. And for 
the clearnefs of the proceeding, I would go into a Com* 
mittee of the whole Houfe •, and I hope the King will 
have clearly fatisfaftion from us. 

Lord Cavendifh.] If we refleft on what has been done 
, for feven years laft paft, when the Minifters could not im- 
pofe. upon the Houfe for Money, have not they repre- 
fented to the King, that we were going into 1641, and a 
Commonwealth ? From whence elfe come all thefe Pro- 
rogations, but from thefe Counfellors ? And as long as 
it is the intereft of thofe about the King to keep things 
otF, it will always be fo. 

X 4 Sir 
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Sir Philip Warwick.'] If you have no perfbns to ac« 
cufe, the King is in his own choice to reply to you. 
Therefore confider how you will proceed. ^Could I fix 
the Mifcarriages upon any perfon, I would ; but if I 
cannot diftinguifti perfons from things, I know not how 
to give my Vote. 

Mr Finch.'] When we parted on Saturday^ the Debate 
was of great importance. If we go on at this rate, we 
cannot believe ourfelves. We are unfortunate not to go 
on in that Debate. If we do believe there is a Plot, and 
that it is ftill carrying on, and men ferve m arms in fe- 
veral counties, I fee nothing that can be of greater im- 
portance, than fccuring ourfelves from Popery. And 
nothing can more prevent the dangers we apprehend, 
than the eftablifhment of the Militia. It feems, by the 
Debate, that the Dangers are not fo great to-day, as 
they were on Saturday, And now we a^e arraigning 
the Government for thofe Dangers, before we prevent 
them. The King told, you, ^' he is fenfible of your care 
qf him and our Danger, &c." and thanked us. Whether 
the Government be good, or bad, is not now a proper 
;ime to determine; our prefent Danger is Popery, and 
proceed to particular inftances, how thofe Dangers are. 
Value your Religion, without which you cannot be fafei 

Sir Thomas Clargcs.] I except againft what Finch faid, 
viz. " That, inftead of proceeding upon what you were 
about on Saturday^ you now go abput to arraign tho 
Government/* 

Mr Finch.] No man but takes that for a part of the 
Government, that the King is pleafed to make ufe of. 
The King's Juftices of the Peace are a part of the Go- 
vernment. I am for naping particular perfons that are 
faulty. That is for the fafety of the Government. 

[Refolvedj That the Mifreprefentations of the Proceedings of 
this lioufe to his Majefty be one Head for the Addreis.] 

Mr Sacheverell.] I move for another Head, not to 
name Minifters of State ; byt " to reprefent to. the King 
the Dangers of his adhering to private Counfel, and not 
taking the Counfel of the Parli^eft?.** - • •• • 
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Mr Secretary C^w^/ry.] • I am willing that all the 
Counfels I gave the King were told in this Houfe. This 
next thing ofFered is as much as to fay, that the King 
fhould lay down his negative Voice, and that he muft 
not refufe any Law ofFered him by the Parliament, 

Mr SacbeverelL] I hope hereafter, that thofe Gentlemen 
will allow that-the.King does it by his Council. 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] Then the Kmg muft advife 
with no body; and when a Bill has paffed the two 
Houfes, the King muft have no Advice upon it, but 
paf$ it. 

Mr SacbeverelW] I put it not upon the Privy Council, 
but upon '* private Advice,^' and things not come to 
the Council Board. It feems, then, there is fomething 
- fingle and feparate from the Parliament and Council- 
Board. 

* Mr Williams.'] l^ Coventry will aver, that the Advice 
of the King's rejefting the Bill for the Militia was given 
by the Privy Council, he fays fomething. But Gentle- 
men put it particularly upon the Advice of particular 
men, and not the Privy Council ; that they have fwayed 
the King againft the Advice of Parliament. I know no 
fuch Council, nor Law of England. I know none as a 
Council for foreign Affairs. It is not known in Law. 
This is a jefuitical argument, a non concejfus^ or an uni- 
verfality, out of a particular thing. 

In anfwer to Bering, be farther faid^] That the King's 
Counfel learned are advifed in matter of Law. But as to 
what he fays of the Kin»*s advifing with the Judges, 
they are not to give Advice, but when a thing comes 
immediately before them in Court. 
^ Mr Powle.] A Cabinet Council, that tak^s things out 
of the hands of the Privy Council, is the complaint. 
Not many days fince I aflced, " Whether the matter of 
not difbanding the Army, when a Law had pafled for it, 
was brought to the Privy Council ? *- It was anfwered, 
'^ No." Surely you a^e not againft removing fuch as 
pdvifedit. 

Sir 
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Sir Nicholas Care^.'] This hellifli Plot was difco- 
vered fix weeks before it was brought to the Privy 
Council. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] The Plot was concealed fix 
w«eks, &c. and thofe about the King called him " that 
rafcal Oafes.*^ And will you now deliberate this, " of 
the Miniflers, &c/' to be one Head of the Rcprefen- 
tation ? 

Sir John Knight.'] I believe that Coleman had more 
communication and intereft with the Minifters, than the 
Parliament had. In one of Cokmanh Letters, *' We 
cannot trufl: Rouvigrry. If Courtin pleafe you not, we^ll 
fend you another." See the Letters in the Journal. 

[The previous Queftion being carried, 138 to 114,] from 
thefe Heads, a Committee was ordered to draw up an Addrefs, 
&c. viz. That a Reprefentation be therein made to his Ma- 
jefty, of the dangers that have and may arife from private Ad- 
vices contrary to the Advice of Parliament— And of the danger 
that may arife to the King and Kingdom by the non*obfervance 
of the late Laws, &c. againft Popery, &c. 

Colonel Birch.] I defire that one Head may be added 
to the Addrefs, viz. " That this Houfe did not intend 
to take the Militia out of the King's hand, by the laffc 
Bill which the King rejefted/* 

Sir Thomas Littleton.] That you may not multiply 
Heads in the Reprefentation, I conceive that will come 
naturally in the firft: Head. 

Mr Oates was called in. 
The Speaker.] When you was laft here, you defired 
the Houfe to intercede to the King for your Pardon, &c. 
The Houfe has addrefled the King accordingly, and the 
King his been pleafed to grant you a Pardon frond the 
beginning of the World till the laft of Novemb& ; airid 
that you (hall have the liberty of Whiteball and the 
Park. But your Guards are to be continued for the 
fafety of your perfon *. 

* The above was delivered this day> in a Mdflkge from the King, 

by Mr Secretary Co'vtntry. 

Mr 
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Mr Oates.'] The Guards that I have, annoy me. They do 
not ufe to lie ih Gentlemen's chambers. I defire they (hould 
not follow me. I defire there may be a chamber for the King's 
Guards to lie in. They annoy me. It is my humble requeff, 
that the two Yeomen of the Guard may be taken from me. I 
cannot be free with my friends, when they are with me. I 
leave it to the difcretion of the Houfe. If they muft follow me, 
when I go abroad, I defire there may be a chamber for theni 
apart from me. As for the liberty of the Park^ I care not for. 
it. I would have the privilege of an EngUJh'-man^ to go into 
the city. I fear nothing. {Some Gentlemen whifpered to the 
Compiler^ as if Oates had an intent to run away.) I defire that 
I may have a copy of what I (hall now deliver, which was that 
Paper 1 gave in to the Clerks of the Council. I have no time 
to write, when two Guards are in my chamber. 

The Speaker.] You cannot be ignorant that you have 
^rawn great malice upon yourfelf, by your difcovery of 
the Plot ; and this Guard is only for your fafety. 

Mr Oates.] I never had thefe Guards before November. I fay 
that it is againft Law, that I fliould have Guards upon me. A 
humbly thank the Houfe and the King, for their care of me, 
and fhall reft fatisfied in what the Houfe Ihall determine. 

Then Mr Oates read what he informed the Houfe of lafl^ with 
this addition^ " That as he flood in the anti-chamber at Somerfet^ 
Houfe J when the Queen came out from the Confultation^ flie 
took as much notice of him as ufually (he does of thofe of his 
rank, and gave him a gracious fmile." 

Tuefdayy December 3. 

On the Difbanding Bill *. 

Mr Swynfin,'] Thofe men that were taken in to fill up 
the companies, fince the A61 for difbanding the Army, 
had neither Order nor Warrant for it, but were prohi- 
bited, by the Aft, to take in any more. That was to 
raife men againft Law. It may be, you will have no 
more accounts for thofe men. I would leave them, till 
you fee the Mufter-mafter's Rolls. 

[Refohedy That a Bill be prepared according to the Inftruc- 
tions to the Committee.] 

• This was on the Report made by Colonel £irchf from the Com- 
{nittee appointed to draw up this Bill. 

IVednefday^ 
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Wednefdayy 'December 4. 

Mr Secretary Coventry delivered the following Meflage from 
his Majefly ; 

'« C R. His Majefty, to prevent all mifunderftandings that 
may arife from his not pafling the [late] Bill of the Militia, is 
pleafed to declare, that he will readily aflent to any Bill of that 
kind, which fhall be tendered to him, for the public (ecurity of the 
Kingdom by the Militia, fo as the whole power of calling, con- 
tinuing, or not continuing [of them] together, during the time 
limited, be left to his Majefly, to do therein as he fhall find it 
[to be] moft expedient for the public fafety." 

A Gentleman faying^ " That it was againft the Orders 
of the Houfe to bring in another Bill of the fame nature 
with that the King had rejefted" — 

Mr Secretary Coventry replied,] I would not have a 
flanding Order of the Houfe broken, but on extreme ne- 
ceffity, to fave the Nation. If the French King invade us, 
furely we muft not (lay for an Adt of Parliament, and 
then fcruple an Order of the Houfe. I am one of thofe 
that think we are in great danger ; and will you let the 
fafety of the Kingdom be gone over^ by pretence of 
breach of an Order ? You cannot anfwer it to God and 
the Kingdom. 

Sir Nicholas Carew.] This is a matter of great con- 
cern. I wifh the fame opinion had befen in perfbns for- 
merly, as now they feem to be of, in relation to dangers 
from France. Formerly they were of an6ther opinion. 
It may be, this is only defigned to break that ancient 
Order, of bringing in the fame thing rejefted in the 
fame Seflion. I would well confider of it. 

Colonel 77/«j.] Many things feem fmall at.firfl:, that 
are not fmall in the confequence. We are now but a 
fmall Houfe •, and I believe it is not a day or two will 
make us in more danger than we are already. If the 
Sheriffs be careful of their duty, they may do much. 
with the Pojfe Comitatus. Catejby and Fercy^ in the Pow- 
der-Plot, were taken by the Sheriff. If you confider this 
great matter in a thin Houfe, -a full Houfe wiU fcarcc 
give you thanks for your hafle, - 

Sir 
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Sir Gilbert Gerrard.] I. am forry you are put upon this 
after-gjsime. I propofe this to any man that is a fol- 
dier, for fuch a little county as Durham^ four hundred 
horfe may cut all their throats. Sir Francis Ratcliffe^ 
tKfe Papifts General, may embody ten' thoufand men in 
hancajbire and l^ortbumberland. I would confider of it, 
tcbeinfomepofture. 

Six Thomas Littleton J] This is no flight innovation,, 
to bring in a new Bill, &c. I will confider it to falve 
obje£tions. The King has his negative Voice. He re- 
fufes, or paffes. Bills, in grofs. Now the King pro- 
pofes you an emendation of your Bill ; fo in time it may 
creep upon you, that the King may propofe whole Bills 
to us, as he does to the Parliament of Ireland ; and we 
know not how far this innovation may go. If this be 
not worth confidering one whole night, nothing is* I 
pray confider it. 

Mr fFilliamSi] If form will ftop a Bill from pafllng 
that is for the fafety of the King's Perfon and the Go- 
vernment, I hope it will not be ill taken, if we bring 
not in a new Bill, and break an eflential Order of the 
Houfe. I hear of no precedent for two Bills of the 
lame thing, in the fame Seflion. It ipay be, hereafter, 
v/e fhall be brought to the method of an Irijb Parliament* 
By the Stat, of Carlijle^ the King muft take the whole 
of a Bill, or refufe the whole. The King fays, *^ That 
fomething in the Bill intrenches upon his Prerogative •,** 
and fays the King, " Leave out fuch a part, and Til 
pafs the Bill.'* Do you not truckle, by this, to thofe 
Counfels you are going aboqt to reprefent to the King ? 
I fee it is no incroachment upon Prerogative. We re- 
peat Bills and Addreflles, and trifle away our time. Look 
into Precedents. If once you come to break forms of 
Proceedings, you will come to break Laws themfelves. 
I am againfl: it. 

Colonel Bircb.] The thing moved for is another Bill, 
&c. and the ground of it is your danger. Look back into 
former times, and you will find ill things have come in 
£0. 1 have heard the reafon, why not the fame Bill in 

the 
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the fame Seflion j " the King takes all the Bill, or none.'* 
Admit this once, and if fome Council Kke not part of 
a Bill, it may be turned back upon you, and the Houfe 
of Commons muft make another Bill. Pray lay this 
alide. 

MrPdwleJ] The argument, it feems, for another BUI, 
is neceflity, by reafon of our danger, &c. we niiift 
break forms. If there be fuch a neceflity, why was it 
not broken on the other fide ? And let us addrefs the 
King to pafs the Bill. If you bring in another Bill^ you 
own, and you have acknowledged, that you have invaded 
the Prerogative. 1 would rely upon the King's care, 
and God's providence, for our fatety. And feeing we 
cannot raife thefe " legal " Forces, let us go about dif- 
banding thofe that are " illegal." 

Sir George Downing.'] I would not have a new argu- 
ment to keep the Army on foot for defed of the Mili- 
tia. It is more than ordinarily neceflary, that there be a 
perfefl; underftanding betwixt the King and us. I move 
not for a Bill, but that you would confider of it. The 
Lords agreed not with you formerly, about the Bill for 
difbanding the Army. It was left upon the Lords ta- 
ble, at the Conference \ and the news went to coflfee- 
houfes. You remedied the thing then, by patching 
up that Bill with another. 

'^Mr Bofcawen.'] That Bill was not rejefted by the King; 
it was only loft between both Houfes. And that is no 
precedent. I am far from voting that we will have no 
fuch Bill ; but only I would have a Committee to exa- 
mine the rejected Bill, and Precedents, &c. I propofc 
it only to confideration, to raife the month's pay in ge- 
neral on the whole county, or on particular perfons^ 
charged by the Militia Aft only. In Scotland^ there are 
Lords Committees of Articles, and nothing elfe can be 
propofed to Parliament bur from them. I have heard 
that fome, near the helm of the Government, have much 
commended that way of Parliament. I would refer this 
to a Committee. 

Sir 
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Sir Edward Bering.'] It is a wonderful thing, that, 
wheh a great danger threatens us, and that we have law- 
ful force to defend ourfelves, yet we cannot come at it. 
It feems there is no precedent to the contrary (of the 
fame Bill brought in again in the f^me Seflion) but only 
there is a want of one for it. Though this Rill be re- 
jefted, yet, if there be any material alteration in it, it 
may be offered again. I move you, therefore, that you 
will go that way for a Bill, or Bills ; and to inlpedt the' 
A6ts of the Militia. 

Mr SacheverelL'] I think ftill we have the (ameCoun- 
iels, and are put upon the fame difficulty in this, as in 
other things. If you bring in another Bill, you muft 
own you are in the wrong. Any time thefe ten years, 
,we have been put upon thefe difficulties. They put you 
in the condition, of the meaneft Court in ^eftmi^/ier- Hall ^ 
upon a bare Motion, to alter a Bill. Surely you Ihould 
have had fome reafons of precedent offered you. Is this 
a propofition fit to be accepted in Parliament ? It is a 
Ikreen to the Counfellors : And now you are making a 
Reprefentation to the King, they come to wheedle you. 
But I would fcorn to be tricked by any Minifter what- 
foever. I would rather let them fee the fhame of what 
they have done, than patch up their defeA in another 
Bill. In 1666 and 1667 there was a large Poll-Bill, 
and Supply for Ihips -, and that year we had the ihame- 
ful diftionour at Chatham. Then followed the Triple 
League — Arguments, at the fame time, to break it — • 
Supported by France — And they fay ftill, " Give the 
King Money, and he'll raife the Militia." Will you now 
fupport thefe Counfellors ? You fupport Papifts in doing 
it. If they have prevailed with the King to offer you 
this, let them not prevail with you to do it; and lay 
this afide. 

Mr Bennet.] This looks like the way of proceeding 
of the Lords of Articles in Scotland \ and we have a 
good Scouh Lord * near the King. This, offered you, ^ 

* Duke of Lauderdale. 

is 
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is Foynings\ Law *, and we know who heads the Irtfii 
Army. . 

Sir John Ernly.] I know not who gave this Advice to 
' the Eang ; but I am furc, when fuch a Bill was pafled in 
• the Long Parliament, the King could not take the Mi- 
litia down. 

[Refihedy That a Committee be appointed, to infpe& Prece* 
dents touching theMethods and Proceedings of Padiamentin paflF- 
ing of Bills j and to enquire. Whether, according to the Methods 
of Parliament, a Bill may be brought in, for mdcing the Militia 
more ufeful j and to report their Opinion to the Houfe. J 

Thurfday, December 5. 

Sir John Knight moved the Impeachment of the five Lords in 
the Tower ^ now that the Grand Jury had found the Bills of 
High Treafon againft them. 

Sir John Hot bam.'] The Grand Jury have done theif 
duty in finding the Bills againft the Lords ; and I hope 
this Houfe will do fo too. Things may be baffled; and 
I hear there is Evidence, that may come hpme to them, 
not yet examined. The Committee has not, all this 
while, been taking Evidence, to fignify nothing. I can- 
not doubt, nor will, of th6 Juftice of the Lords upon 
their own Members ; but there is a great deal of differ- 
ence between an ordinary Tryal of a Peer, and u|>on the 
Commons Impeachment, who will lay the finger upon 
the fore. I move that you will impeach all the Lords, 
&c. or as many of them as you will think fit. 

Sir Thomas Clarges,] You have already voted an Im- 
peachment againft Lord Arundel \ now the Queftion is^ 
whether that, or any Court, can take that matter, being 
before you, into their cognizance, as to that one Lord. 
A Proceeding againft any Lord, or Perfon, whom you 
take upon you to impeach, is very extraordinary. I do 
not hear of any Indiftment yet found againft the Priefb. 
I would have impartial Juftice done, as to ail concerned 

• By this Statute (made in 1494, ^W/y^ Parliament, coifcerbbg thi 

and fo called from Sir Edivard PudIic, (hould be obierved in /rv- 

Poynings^ who was then Lord De- land ;" which Statute is fiill m 

puty of Ireland J it was enaded, force« 
** That all the Acls paiTed in the Jji 
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in the Plot •, but I would have the Judgment of the 
Houfe in this Indiftment, you having drawn an Im- 
peachment againft L,ord j4rundelj and being ftill in the ex- 
ercife of it, whether any Court can take it out of your 
hands ? 

Sir Richard Temple.'] I fee not how your Vote of Im- 
peachn^ent againft Lord Arnndelj &c. can be taken no- 
tice of without doors. But if you negleft it here, it 
muft not be neglected without doors. The Profecution 
■without doors has not at all clalhed with your Pro- 
ceedings. 

Sir iVilliam Hickman.'] As to Lord ArundeU we are 
cfoncerned already. And if we have been fo long too 
flow, let us now fend up to the Lords, to impeach , the 
reft of the Lords. 

Colonel Birch,] You are told by Serjeant Streete^ " that 
this Profecution is in the old channel, by way of Indift- 
ment and a Grand Jury." But Impeachment is as old, 
fure, as any way of Profecution. I appeal, whether you 
were yet ready for any fuch thing, Evidence not being 
yet come in. If you impeach the Lords, you do If " of 
Treafon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanors.'* 
And we are not fo hafty, becaufe^ we know not yet 
what our Evidence will come to. Becaufe I fee prepa- 
rations in Wefiminfier-Hall for the Lords Tryal, I doubt 
not of the Juftice of the Lords. But the matter is not 
yet ready, and I would have their Tryal ftopped, and 
the Impeachment drawn, &c. 

Mr Williams,] The more time you take for the Evi- 
dence to come in, the better it is for the King, and the 
Kingdom, and the Lords too. It is but a little incon- 
venience to let them be fomewhat longer in the Tower. 
New difcovery, and new Evidence, improve daily \ fome 
grow ftronger, and fome weaker ; and had not you con- 
cerned yourfelves in the Examination of the Plot, it had 
come to nothing. But if you leave the Profecution of 
it to the ordinary courfe of Juftice, though it be anci- 
ent, yet Impeachment is as ancient. The Peace of the 
Government is a good argument ufed fcmetimcs : but I 

Vo L. VI. Y would 
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would not accelerate thefe Tryals. I am not fatisfied 
that we have full light yet, and full Difcovery, though 
there has been a fair time for Difcovery and Examina- 
tions. If the Lords are guilty of the Plot to-day, they 
will be another day ; and if innocent, they will be fo 
too. 

Serjeant Mnynard.'] The Debate isy whether you wiB 
go by Impeachment, or the ordinary way? The At- 
torney General, in the ordinary way, goes by way of 
Indidment •, but we are not to truft to that, if we can 
truft our own Evidence. The Lords and Commons 
have agreed, that there is fuch a Plot. If it had been 
only to murder the King, then the Profecution might 
have gone on in the ordinary courfe of Juftice ; but this 
Plot is to deftroy Religion and the Government. I d.o 
not know but thefe things, if queftioned in Parliament, 
may be made and declared Treafon. 25 £. III. There 
may Itc fuch exorbitant crimes, fit for. Parliament to 
ccnfider, chat no ordinary Judge nor Jury can take no- 
tice of: but in Parliament they may. It clearly appears, 
thai there was a defign to overthrow Law, Religion, and 
the Government ; and that, in Parliament, would be de- 
clared Treafon. Therefore it is better that way, than in 
the ordinary way of Juftice. It is not an ordinary Treafoft, 
anci therefore not fit for ordinary Profecution. Many 
klfer things than this have been made Treafon ; as to 
kiil a Judge in his Place, exercifing his Office, or to coun- 
terfeit the King's coin : But this crime muft have 
been an univerfal deftru6tion to Religion and Govern- 
ment. Mifdemeanors there may be, which, by ordinary 
way of Tryal, are loft, and not punifhed 5 ana you m.ay 
meet with them in Impeachments. In the ordinary way 
the Lords are tryed by twelve Peers, and" they can have 
no challenge. This concerns all the Nation, and {'^ is 
more proper for an Impeachment. 

Serjeant Strir?ger.] If ever, in any age, there was mat- 
ter for an Impeachment from the Commons, there is at 
this time. Elle we cannot give the world a juft account 
of our adions. - It is by the Commons of Ei?gland that 

.this 
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khis Plot was difcovered ; and till they tool^ the matter 
into their hands, little was done. No Lord, nor Cpm- 
rfioiier, accufed of the Plot, but was taken by their 
care ; and the reft had not been taken to this day. The 
Commons having done this thus far^ they how fliow the 
world that they perfevei'e in their i^rofecution, for the 
;ood of the Nation •, and they will fee the King's Evi- 
lence managed to advantage. If this of impeaching the 
Lords had not been mov^d, I intended to have moved 
it, Poflibly we may have more Evidence than the At- 
torney General or the King's Counfel. As they niahage 
,the Profecution foi- the King, fo the Commons manage it 
for the King and themfelves too, and are therefore more 
Ixkely to profecute with efFeft. I move as before. 

yif^6\SxdtoxWinnington.'\ The Motion goes hot to 
alter the way of Tryal of the Lords. It muft be in full 
Parliament, where the Lords are Judges of Fa(5t, and 
Judges of Law. The Lords accufed lofe neither way* 
But if you go not by way of Impeachment, the King 
and the People will lofe their right by the 25th Edw. III. 
That Statute^ having great regard to the fafety of men, 
does declare what fhaJi beTreafbn for the future; which 
is only a Declaration of the Common Law v/hat was 
jreafon before that Statute* It does not alter the Com- 
inon Law, biit enumerates many particular cafes ; and 
leaves the Declaration of more Treafons than are parti- 
cularly exprerted in that Statute^ to Parlianient. The 
accufed Lords may fay, they have reafon to thank the 
King for the Indiftments, who are all found guilty ; but 
that is but an accufation. What would the confequence 
be, if we proceed not by Impeachment ? If we try not 
the Lords thus, they may fay, " the King has declared, 
b^ Ads of State, that there is a Plot. And fp have the 
Lords arid Commons by Vote -, and fo have all the Evi- 
derice, &c. We are likely to do well, vv^hen the Commons 
have Evidence againft us, and they have thought fit not 
Vto impeach us." Were I of counfel for, the Lords, I 
wciJd advife them to fay fb. Whether Tryal, or Im- 
peachment, be the elder brothqr (as ^treete fays) I cannot 

" Y 2 tell > 
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tell i but I believe, Tryal of a Peer in Parliament is 
more ancient than by Indiftment, &c. I am as tender 
of blood as any man, but I hope, if the Lords are 
guilty, there will no defedt be ftiown by the Commons 
of England. When the Commons come to impeach, &c. 
Treafon may melt into Felony, and Felony into Mifde- 
meanor. But you have it at large to conftrue. The 
other way of Tryal is ftreightly tied up, in comparifon 
of the Commons Proceedings -, and I would not ftreigh- 
ten the King's Proceedings. The Attorney General may 
fay, upon the profecution of a perfon at the Aflizes, 
. " that the King's Evidence is not ready," and the Court 
muft ftay Tryal till next Aflizes. It will be a blot upon 
you and pofterity, if you proceed not with the reft of 
the Lords. Having already voted an Impeachment againft 
Lord Arundel^ I hope you will npt fail in the profe- 
cution of the refl, nor flatten in theintereft of the Pro- 
tetlant caufe. 

Serjeant MayvnrdJ] There was a noble Lord once im- 
peached here •, firfl:, the charge was general, and then 
the particular charge was carried up to the Lords, iii or- 
der to Tryal. 

The Speaker.] The firft fl:ep you make in this mat- 
ter, is to determine your refolution to impeach. The 
next is, the perfons whom you will impeach. Then 
you are acSlually to go to the Lords Bar, and accufe the 
perfons, and acquaint the Lords, that y oiT will take time 
to make your charge out -, and if the peifons accufed be 
at hi^-ge, to defire that they ^may be in cufl:ody. But thefe 
Lords being in cufl:ody already, that is out of doors. 
But you fend not to other Courts to fl:op proceedings \ 
but all Courts do flop, of courfe. The Lords cannot 
proceed originally to Tryal, &c. unlefs the without-doors 
matrer be ccitified to them from the Court where the 
Indidmcnt was found.' But if an Impeachment be 
brought up from hence, all proceedings below ceafe, 

Mr Pc'ivle.'] When a Bill is found againfl: a Peer, ^t 
Law, tlie King gives Commiflion, under the Great Seal, 
the Parliament fitting to try, &c. This being fd,'yoti 
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are to addrefs the King to flop any fuch Commiffion, 
you intending to impeach the Lords, &c. 

The Speaker.] You have already voted an Impeach- 
ment againft L,oYd. ArundeL There remain the Lords 
Powis^ Bellqfis^ Stafford^ and Petre^ to vote a Charge of 
Treafon againft, and other High Crimes and Mifdemea- 
nors. So that the firftQueftion muft be, " that they 
be impeached;" and the next, " of Treafon, and other 
High Crimes and Mifdemeanors." 

Mr Solhcitor WinningtonJ\ The next matter is, what 
is to be done with thefe Lords. In the Tryal of Lord 
Pembroke^ the Pariiament fitting, whether the Lord 
Steward had a Commiflion under the Great Seal, or whe- 
ther by deHvering a White Staff only, I cannot lay. 
' The Speaker.] In matters criminal, the Lord Chan- 
cellor keeps his Place. In matters capital, the Lord 
Steward has the Badge of his Office, by the delivery of 
a White Staff, When the Tryal is over, he breaks the 
Staff. You are firft to fend up Articles in general, and 

fay, " That in due time you will fend fpecial Articles.'* 

The Form at large, thus : 

'' My Lords, The Commons of England^ in Parliament af- 
fembled, having received Information of divers .traiterous Prac- 
tices of a great Peer of this Houfe, Henry Lord Arundel of War^ 
dour^ have commanded me (andfo of the rejl) to impeach the 
faid Henry Lord Arundel of Wardour of Treafon, and other 
High Crimes and Mifdemeanors : And I do here, in their 
Names, and in the Names of all the Commons of England-^ 
•impeach the faid Henry Lord Arundel of Wardour of Treafon, 
and other Hisih Crimes and Mifdemeanors. 

*' They h^ive farther commanded me to acquaint your Lord- 
ihips, that they will, within a convenient time, exhibit to your 
Lordfhips particular Articles of the Charge againfl him." 

Mr Thynne Z2xx\t^ the Impeachment up againft laOiii Bella/is. 

Sir Scroope Howe againft Lord Vifcount Stafford, 

Mr Michael Wharton againft Lord Arundel of Wardour. 

Sir Philip Warwick againft Lord Petre. 

And Mr Maynard^ fon of Lord Maynardy againft the Earl of 
Powis, 

[And a Committee was appointed to prepare and draw up 
Articles againft them.j 

Y 3 Friday^ 
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Friday^ December 6. 

Sir Trevor Williams'* reports, by his Majcfty's Order, Thai 
though the taking off the reftraint from Mr Oates wias not 
punfibually obferved, yet it fhould be, as to any Perfon of Qua- 
lity, or Members of theHoufef? &^'- [but that his«Majefiy 
did not think fit that any loofe or idle p^rfoiis fhould be ad- 
emitted to come to him, J 

Sir Harbottle Grimftons.'] You have had it under coi\- 
fideration to preferve the Peace of the Kingdom, by a 
Bill for raifing the Militia. That Bill is laid ^fide, though 
thought neceffary by both Houfes. As to this bufinefi 
of the reftraint of Mr Oates^ &c. he is ufed rather as a 
Criminal, than an Informer. But, ^id faciendum? 
Unlefs you intend to have the Evidence of the Plot fti- 
flfeci, you muft do fomething. It is againft all reafon, 
but that they that come and give Evidence fhould go 
where and whither they will, for Evidence to fortify 
their own. As to this, I pray, " that this man may be 
removed into the City of London (they have a guard of 
their own Militia ;) and that he may have his own liberty \ 
and Counfel to come to him, and whom be pleafes.'* 

Sir Edmund Jennings.'] You are- told by the Reportei", 
*' That any man may come to Oates^ of the Houfe, or 
the Committee of Secrecy, or the Clerks of the Hpufe.** 
He is only reftrained from " idle perfpns." It may be, 
fome may come to him from the Lords in the Tower^ to 
corrupt him. But if it be your defire that he (hould go 
out of WJbUehall^ I believe he .may have his liberty 
granted him. 

Sir Thomas Clarges."] I am forry to hear that thi« 
courfe is (lill taken to ftifle the Plpt. This Difcovery 
came firft from Dr Tongue^ in aBook he wrote againft the 

• He had been ordered the day Trevor WiUiapis\^ fhowing hii^ the 

before to repair to Mr O^i/^j, and King's 'Metfage to the Houfe, 

know of him, how far his Ma- went immediately to his Majeft^y 

jefly's Commands, for taking off to receive his Commands^ having 

the reflraint uponhim, had oeen not been made acquainted with 

obferved. his pleafure therein. Seet/beyntt* 

t This his Majcfty told the Co- nal. ' ' . " 

lonel of the Guard, who, 01^ Sir 

Papiftsj 
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Papifts ; and Mr Oates was to have murdered him for it. 
He not only made Oates a Proteftant, but encouraged 
Oates to go amongft the Jefuits again. I fuppofe Dr 
tongue is made a Dean, or a Bifliop, fince, for it. (Jeer- 
\ingly.) But all this ftifling the Plot has proceeded from 
Ibme remiflhefs of ours -, from our not going about the 
enquiry of the concealment of this Difcovery from Dr 
Tongue^ from the 12 th oi Augufi to the 29th-, for there 
is a Mifprifion of Treafon with a witnefi. I hope you 
"will enquire into it. You are told, " that Members of 
Parliament may come to Oates^ but not idle perfons, 
&c.^^^ It feems, then, to be in the judgment of the Cap- 
tain of the Guard, who are " idle perfons." You will have 
but few (difcoverers come in, at this rate. When Oates 
came firft to Dr Tongue^ it was privately, to be fatisfied 
in a cafe of confcience only. Suppofe more Jefuits fhould 
come, to Oates^ in compundlion of confcience, to difco- 
ver ; they are " idle fellows," it feems, and miift not come 
to him. I therefore fecond the Motion, *' That Oates 
may go into the City, and have no manner of difcou- 
ragement put upon him j" for it reproaches both Reli- 
gion and Government. 

Mr Powle.] I think it impoflible to (upprefs the Dif- 
covery of this Plot, fuch care and diligence having been 
ufed in it. CJ eeringly ,) I would addrefs the King, ** that 
Oates may have his full liberty." 

Sir John Ernly,'] You have fent up to impeach the" 
Lords, an4 Mr Oates is your Evidence. If I was a Pa- 
pift, or one in this Plot, I would put myfelf into his com- 
pany to cut his throat. When Oates impeached the Queen, 
It was fo high an aft, that his danger was the great- 
er ; and fo he had more need of fecurity. And that was 
. the reafon of the reftraint of company coming to him. 
It is well moved, that, now he is your Evidence, he may 
have liberty to fpeak with whom he pleafes. 

Colonel Titus.'] Amongft other faults, Oates is ac- 
cufed of being an ungrateful man •, when he has been 
well ufed, he complains. His Father, his Counfel, pen, 
ink, and paper are kept from him, and he has not pocket- 

Y 4 money. 
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money. If the Houfe does not intercede for him, one of 
the laft things I ever do, fhall be to bring an Informa- 
tion to the Houfe of Commons. If his Father be " an 
idle perfon," that muft not come to him, any man that 
comes to him with information will be " an idle pcrfon." 
I would addrefs, &c. 

An Addrefs was ordered accordingly, [defiring that all reftraint 
may be taken off from Mr Oaiesy except the guard without his 
chamber.] 

On Col. BirchV -proffering to report from the Comnuttee 
for drjhanding the Army^ which ccjis 50,000]. per month-^ 

Mr SacheverelL] I move that there may be no more 
Report from the Committee for difbanding the Army, 
till we have an Anfwer from the King, that the Army 
fhall be difbanded. 

Mr Powle,] There are two ways^ of difbanding the 
Army ; by Money, and no Money. If they have none, 
they will difband themfelves. I would give no Money, 
under any colour whatfoever, till you have afTurance that 
the Army will be difbanded. And I move that we may 
adjourn. 

And the Houfe adjourned abrupdy. 

Saturday, December 7. 

The Bill for the more [eafy and] fpeedy Conviflion of Popifh 
Recufants, &c. [was read the fecond time, and committed.} 

Several Inftruilions oftercd to the Committee. 

Colonel ^I'itus.'] I would make it '* Felony, after ha- 
ving taken the Oaths and the Teft, to turn Papift.*' 

Mr SacheverelL'] 1 would have it " Felony for a Pa- 
pift convift to ride armed, though commiflioned by the 
King ; and that any Proteftant fubjeft may have power 
to feize his arms, and, however commiflioned, that aPro- 
teftant fubjeft may fland upon his guard againft him, 
for his fafety." 

Sir Henry Capel.] " If a Papift, after conviftion, fhould 
ride in arms, that he be out of the proteftion and fecu- 
rity of the^Laws." And in a Bill by itfelf enlarge your 
Order fo fully, that the Committee may have power to 
make the Bill more ufeful to you. 

Sir 
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• Sir Thomas Lee,'] I would have the Inftru6lions to the 
Committee thus : " That, by reafon that Papifts have 
cfcaped 'the Oaths, &c. and got the King's Commifllon, 
they who get any fuch Commiflion, for the future, may 
be out of the King's proteftion, and that the country 
may rife upon them." I would not have it in a Bill by 
itfelf. I would not have too many Ihips at fea at a time, 
efpecially when fo precioufly laden i the hazard may be 
the greater , therefore I would have it in this Bill. And 
likewife to confider the condition of the Quakers, who 
are not Papifts, and yet will not take the Oaths, &c. and 
they muft lofe two thirds of their Eftates for refufing ; 
and thofe, I fuppofe, you aim not at. 

SirHarbottleGrimJioneJ] The King is the fountain of 
Juftice, and has power over the Militia : But that Aft 
for the MiHtia has not given the King more power than 
he had before.- It is but declaratory of what the Law was 
before. The end of the Militia is to be confidered ; it 
concerns a great part of the Government, Pro defenficne 
Regni et Regis. They were born and created together ; 
and fo far, we confefs, the MiUtia is in the King's 
power. Salus populi fuprema lex^ is well grounded. If 
men will take up arms, whether by Commifllon, or not, 
they care not for the Law. Therefore I fecond it, *^ That 
(in this Bill, or any other) if a Papift recufant ride arm- 
ed, the people may be inverted with power to rife and 
difarm him." God forbid, the people fliould ever be 
brought into fo dcfperate a condition, that they may not 
draw their fvvords to defend themfelves ! 

Sir Charles JVbeeler.'] I never yet heard before, " that 
the people might rife upon any man." Power is in God 
alone, and thofe deputed by him. " That the people 
ihould rife" — I know not the meaning of that. I am a& 
much againft Papifts being in arms as any man ; bit 
that the people ftiould have fvvords in their hands, and 
mufkets! I know not the meaning of this, " That the 
people may rife upon Papifts that go arm.ed." 

Sir Harbottle Grimftone.'] I ftand up now to ex- 
plain myfelf. When a Papift: convided is in arms, by 

Law 
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Law I may. refift him, as well as any one that would 
fob or break my houfe. It is as lawful to prefcnre the 
peace againfl: public enemies to the Kingdom, as againft 
foreign enemies -, and they are as dangerous. 

Sir fFilltam Coventry n] Papifts are enemies, &c. not 
becaufe they are erroneous in Religion, but becaufe their 
principles are deftruclive to the Government where I live. 
Their principles lead them to rebellion. And the fame 
reafon fhould give occafion to no map elfc to rebell. But 
when there is no limitation to this riling upon a Pa- 
pift, if a Catholic be in Commiffion, that 40,000 men 
may rife upon him — Is there any Law of England to ju* 
ftify the riling of a multitude ? Take what courfe you 
will, but when there is matter of crime againft a man, 
punifti him criminally : But that every particular man 
Ihould have power to make fuch a difofder in the Go- 
vernment — you may repent it. 

Sir Robert Sawyer.] Your Member (Grimjtone) intend^ ' 
ed not that a power fhould be in the people to rife, but 
for what was m.oved, that fuch perfons as are convifted of 
Recufancy, and are found in arms, fhall be guilty of 
Felony. That is legal ; and the confequence will be, 
that, if any man invade me, he is an adlual Felon 5 and 
the Law is now, that every man may apprehend a Felon, 
State it fo,^ that it may be dangerous for any Papift to 
take a Commiffion, or bear arms. Then you prohibit 
them under the penalty of Felony, and leave k to the 
Common Law. Any Felon to do any a6fc upon me, 
juftifies me to refift him. 

Sir Harbottle Grimjlone.'] We exprefs ourfelvcs in oup 
own expreffions, and our meaning is in our own wprds. 
They put other words to mine. I fay, " That when ^ 
Papift convift is in arms, the people may have power lo 
diiarm him." lam againft any p(^ular fedition. 1 
take not raifing the people to be raifing the nation ; but 
that the neighbourhood may be in a capacity to iuppcefs 
fuch men. 

Mr Powle.] This is not to be looked upon as fiich an 
exorbitant opinion as to deftroy the frame of Govern^ 

meiiu 
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tnent. As the Law is now, any private man, upon juft 
fufpicion, may arreft and apprehend a Felon, or a Tray-! 
tor. If there be a Breach of the Peace in my prefence,* 
I may flop thofe men. It is that, without which no 
Government cain fubfift. Everv man has not an officer 
at his elbow, to arreft Felons, &c. Every man that fees 
him, may oppofe him, without letting the thing run on 
till an Officer be fetched. L^t not thefe things be run 
away with. In all times, if the Government be riot 
good, that is it which difpofcs people to rebellion. In 
the late times, if there had not been fome error in the 
Government, there had not been a 1641 ; and thofe 
' perfons that would have had the Governnient then . re- 
formed, were thofe that fought for the King. I have 
feen a lift of fourteen Gentlemen in my country, that 
were in prifon for refufing the Loan, and of them, twelve 
were adlually engaged for the King in the late War. I 
will not wander too far from the bufinefs, but wouy 
have you commit the Bill. 

Mr SachevcrelL'] Without particular Inftruftions to 
your Committee, they cannot repeal a Law by a Claufe. 
Give us bq^ck that Claufe in the Militia- A6t, and that 
of Corporations, &c. By that Claufe, " All that oppofe 
an Army,^ if they refift, are perjured, if that Army be 
fommiffioned by the King." I would have it once feen, 
and England know it, that, if there be fuch men in power 
and office about the King, that will not fuffer us to de- 
fend ourfelves againft Papifts, let them fhow them- 
felves. Are not fome of the choice men in England ac-? 
cufed before you, &c ? And fliall we now ftand at this ? 
If we be denied defending ourfelves, Til go into the 
country, and pray for you. 

^r Bofcawen,'] This is a difficult Debate, and it is by 
reafon of the misfortune of the times. If we have a Popifh 
Sucpeflbr, it is likely that Commiffions will be given to 
thofe of his opinion. Will you make a Law, that thofe 
• Commiffions fliall be void ? as the Lawyers fay, '' void- 
able." And till that is done, will you fit ftill, and have 
your throats cut, and be maftered by the lefler part of 

the 
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the nation ? If Commiflions be given to Papifts, flippofe 
an hundred, and they endeavour to cut throats, muft I go 
and defire the Sheriff to raife the Pojfe Comitalus? And, 
it may be, the Sheriff is one of them. If Gentlemen will 
propofe any other way than what has been moved, to fe- 
cure us, I would willingly hear it. Gentlemen are in 
danger as much as any fort of people in popular commo- 
tions. I would have Gentlemen calmly difcourfe it. If 
our fafety may be obtained any reafonable way, I pare not 
which way. 

' Some Gentlemen hijfing at Sir Thomas Meres, for Japng^ 
*' That he would not have the refiftance of the Comm^- 
fions go farther than the Magiftrate*' — 

The Speaker.] If Gentlemen exprefs themfelves in that 
manner, they have been called to explain it at the Bar. 

Sir "Thomas Littleton,'] '' That fuch as go armed, &c. 
fhall be efteemed Felons, but you reftrain it to the Ma- 
giftrate only to feize him by his Warrant." — If you do fo, 
the meaning of it is, to make him a lefler fort of Felon 
than he that has ftolen two Ihillings. A Papift in arms, 
who would deftroy Religion and the Government, to be 
a lefir Felon than a pitiful iittle Felon ! Laws are now 
making for the fafety of Religion and the Government 
in futurity. How can you make a Law juft to begin and 
end with a Popifli Prince ? Thofe who put them m exe- 
cution may be ruined ; as in //. IV. and E. IV. You muft 
have a Law to be in force in all Princes reigns, that the 
Prince fhall not wear them out, as has been done. This 
will be no diminution to the Prerogative of a Proteftant 
Prince ; but it will be fome diminution to the power of 
a Popifli Princ€. I defire, " that Papifts convidt in 
arms, &c. may be Felons, and, when fo declared, that 
they m.iy be apprehended and purfued as Felons." This 
is a fmall nmtter for us to do. And if this be boggled 
a:, I kni)w not what can be farther done for our fecurity. 

Sir John Ernly.'\ This Debate is the greateft thing 
that cari be before you. I am of opinion that fomething 
Ihould be done to fecure you, and with the moft unani- 
mity that can be propofed. I would nbt in this have ex- 
ceptions 
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' ceptions for Quakers, and thofe of the Church of Eng- 
land. But he that refufes the Oaths, &c. I fhall ven- 
geancely fufpeft him. I think you fhould put all inca- 
pacities upon him to hurt you, and make it Felony to 
take up arms, and I would have nothing to fright peo- 
ple from profecuting them as the Law direfts. 

Mr SacbeverelL'] I would know, whether we may 
refift thofe fellows taken into the laft Army, that 
have difpenfations from the Oaths, notwithftanding the: 
Declaration is to be made in the Militia Aft,* '&c. 
for they are commiflioned by the King. I defire you 
would read the Aft of Aflbciation in the 27th of Eliz. 
And I would fee the reafon, why we fhould not be as 

. tender of the life of the King, as they were of the life of 
the Queen. And why not as lawful to refift a foreign 
Army, as to bring in one ? I'll afk no more than what 
has been formerly granted. 

The Aft of Aflbciation 27 Eliz. was read. 

In fubftance, as follows : " That upon any invafion, rebel- 
lion, or hurt to the Queen's Perfon, the Queen, under her Great 
Seal, Ihall conftitute twenty four at leafl: of* the Privy Council, 
having with them the Judges, &c. By virtue of this Aft, they 
{hall examine and give fentence, &c. and all perfons fo fentenced 
Ihall not claim, the Crown of England, &c. And thereupon that 
all the Queen's fubjefts by all forcible means (hall refift, &c. And 
if any thing (hall happen againft the life of the Queen, any one 
privy to the fame Ihall not have power to claini the fucceffion of 
the Crown ; and all fubjefts, &c. may purfae to death any, who, 
by fuch deteftable means, fhall attempt the fame. The Lords of 
the Council fhall examine the caufe of the Queen's death, and, 
by open Proclamation, fhall publifh the fame, &c, and no man 
fhall be impeached, in body or goods, for profecuting this Aft, 
this Aflbciation. And excluding the perfons title, &c. or purr 
fuing, &c fhall be expounded according to the true intent and 
meaning of this Aft." 

^ Mr SacbeverelL ] You fee, in this Aft, they are called 
*' loyal fubjefts" that afibciated themfelves, whatfoever 
they are called to day. All that I afk, is, the Non objlante 
to enable the King s Proteftant fubjefts to preferve the 


King's Perfon and the Proteftant Religion. 
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Colonel Birch.'] I am one of thofe that believe all thd 
Bills and remedies named here are of no fafety to Reli^ 
gion, or the King's Perfon, but by this Afibciation. What 
you have done upon the table is rather to irritate and 
anger the Papifts, than to any efFeft. All you have done 
yet, rather haftens the King's death. I have heard from 
the honourable perfons, &c. formerly, that we fhould 
bring in fuch Laws as may fupprefs Popery under a Po-. 
pifli Prince, &c. It muft not be tender treading that will 
continue the Peace of the kingdom. From this day for- 
ward, either this Debate will fettle the Peace of the 
Crown, or elfe let us go home to-morrow morning. It has 
been faid, " All Commiflions given to Papifts Ihall be 
void" (by Temple,) But how ihall I fee a Commiflion 
out of a Papift's pocket? When they are got together 
in a body^ how will you void them ? I would have no- 
thing took like popular rifing : But when ypu are told 
of the MiUtia-Oath, and that for Corporatiohs, &c. as 
the Law is, you muft ftand ftill, and have your thrb^ts cut; 
and muft not thofe in lower places do fo too ? Papifts 
have Commiflions now, we fee. Deal plainly now, and 
you will fecure the King's life. It is not fo new a thing 
that a Papift may be apprehended. Coleman faid, in 
one of his Letters, " That if once Papifts are free, &c; 
the Law is for us." Even for the King's like, the Pa- 
pifts fhould be made in a worfe condition by hii death. 
As the Law is, if Papifts be in every county commiffion- 
cd, &c. we muft all ftand ftill, and have our throats cut; 
But it is a hundred to one that they will not have their 
throats cut, and then you will be fure to have tumults; 
Thetefore I would have it as Inftniftions for the Billj 
*' That if any Papifts convift ftiall .aflemble in arms, 
they ftiall be deemed Felons, and that any man may ap- 
prehend diem, and that all Mayors, Bailiffs, and Sheriffi»» 
&c. be required to arreft them." 

Mr Secretary Coventry.'] All men here have freedom 
to fpeak, or to hold their tongue. I confefs it would be 
a good Law to make it the Papifts confufion to have' a 
Popifli King. But we have fo many hew things ftaited, 

tbaC 
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that the firft propofitions are fhnffled out. I am con- 
tented to make it what crime you will^ for a Papift to 
take a Commiffion. But as for that mentioned in the Mi-^ 
|itia-Oath, &c. there is no need of repeahng it ; for when 
you have made thofe Commiflions given by the King no 
Commiflions, they are illegal, and you may refift them. 

Colonel Titus.} Suppofe the King grants a Commiffion 

to a Papift (it may be that is done already) and thofe Com* 

miffions are fought againft ; by the Laws you have in 

force it is penal. So that make thefe Commiflions no 

. Commiffions, and you are fafe. 

Mr SackeverelL] I defire, " That, if any foreigner fhall 
appear in arms (for there is as much danger of a foreigner 
as of a Papift) he may be in the fame condition as a Papift 
jGonvidt." 

Refolvedy That [a Claufc be brought in, that] if any Papift 
convidl ihall take a Comminion, or appear in arms, he fhall be 
purfued, apprehended, and profecuted as a Felon. 

!Refolved^ That [a Claufe be brought in, that] all Popifh 
Commiflions fhall be declai'ed void. And that all foreigner^ 
receiving Commiflions, or appearing in arms, fhall bain the fame 
condition as Popifh Recufartts convift. 

Monday y December 9* 

[In a Grand Committee.] On the difbanding Bill* 

Sir George Hungerford*'] I defire there may be a Provifb 
added to the Bill, " to make it Treafon to pay the 
Money granted for difbanding the Army to any other 
ufe of the Revenue.** 

The Speaker.] Will you make Treafon in a Rider oi 
a Bill, without any other fol^emnity ? 

Mr Secretary Coventry,'] I have nothing to fay againfl 
the intention of the Provifo, . but I cannot agree to the 
manner of it, without commitment of it, or farther con- 
fideration. 

Mr Faughan,] Judgment of Parliament, in Q^ Mary\ 
time, was againft multiplying Treafons. Though that 
was in an ill time, yet we had a good example againft it. 

Sir 
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Sir Robert Howard^] One particular care is taken for 
the Money, that when, it is depofited, &c. it fliall not be 
diverted. If the place be robbed, muft it be Treafon in 
them that have the charge, &c ? This only makes a noiie, 
and poflibly may give the Bill interruption in pafling. 

Sir Edward Dering. ] No man can err, in this Houfe, 
that follows the Speaker's Motion, not to pafs a thing 
upon a fudden and hafty Motion, matters tliat concern 
eftates, and lives, and corruption of blood, not excepted. 
The penalties are great in this Provifo— -At a time you 
call this Treafon, &c. you call it " his Majefly*s Trea- 
fure," which is improper, the Bill putting the Money 
into the Chamber of London. The Gentleman's inten- 
tion that brought in the Provifo is good. I would not 
have it call out, but that the Gentleman may with- 
draw it. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] This feems to raife a fear, that this 
Bill may have the fame fate with the Militia Bill. If it 
lliould have fuch a misfortune, I hope another Bill may 
name the perfons that were the occafion of it. The dan- 
ger of placing this Money in the Chamber of London is 
not fo great as is imagined. The Chamberlain is ac- 
countable for mifapplying the King's Treafure; and it 
obviates the danger of Privy Seals. 

Sir John Ernly.] For that part of the Bill which re- 
lates to the alteration of payment in the Exchequer to 
the Chamber of London^ it is my conlcience that the 
Army will be difbanded, and that induced me to the 
payment of it into the Exchequer, and nothing elfe. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] I except againft that Claufe in the 
Bill, viz. '' From time of Royal Aflent." 

M.V Hampden,] Royal Affcntis determination of the 
time. It v/ent backward irA forward betwixt us and the 
Lords. In Sir John Coventry^ Bill, &c. there is no fuch 
time. Royal AfTent is entered on the Lords Journal 
on Record, but in the Bill there is no fuch time fet down. 
I never law it offered in any Aft. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] In Sir John Coventry's Aft the De- 
bate was upon the perfons, tryed ; and an expedient was 

found 
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found out ; thie Seflions were adjourned to another time, 
I went to my Lord Chief Juftice Hale to advife *, and 
his firft propofition was, to " make the Lords Journal' ^ 
Record to that purpofe." Next, " That it might be by in- 
dorfement of the Adt." But theClaufe was left out of the 
Aft, and the Seflions were adjourned^ as an expedient^ 
&c. 

Sir Richard Temple.} The Aft muft be tryed by the 
Record. And in conftruftion of Law, every Aft com- 
mences from the firft day of Parliament, unlefs fpecially 
provided to the contrary. I would not have the Lords 
Journal a Record of time of the Aft taking place, which 
may be mifentercd by the Clerk. 

Sir Themas Littleton^] Their CommifTions are, by the 
Bill, void two days after Royal Aflent pafled. By that con- 
fequence, whoever leads his men to the Guards (if of the 
new-raifed) either into the borders of Scotland or Jerfey^ is 
a Traytor. But that the men may not be in arms againft 
Law, and guilty of Treafon, I would have a day certain 
mentioned. 

The Claufe in the fiill was not altered * 

[Sir Jonathan Tnlaumey^ Prifoner in the Toivef^ (fti p. 259.) 
petitioned the Houfe for leaVe to gt> into the country for recovery 
of his health ; which was granted. ] 

[December 10, II, 12, 13, 14, 16,* 17, and 18, omitted.] 

Thurfdayy December 19. 

Sir John Ernly-, Chancellor of the Exchequer, acquainted tho^ 
Houfe, That he was commanded by the King to deliver this 
Meflage to tliem, viz. 

'' That his Majefty having received Information^ that his 
late Ambaffador in France^ Mr Montagu ti a Member of this 

* This day the Di(bahding Bill F ranee , and in the Houfe of Com- 

pafTed. mons was ks zealous in promoting 

f Son of Lord Mbntagu of the Bill of Exclufton, ashewas in 

Boughton^ to which Title he fuc- the Houfe of Lords in forwarding 

ceeded (on his Father's death) in the Revolution ; foon after which 

1683 : He was afterwards, for his he was appointed Mailer of the 

eininent fervices, created by King Great Wardrobe. He died in 

William Earl, and by Queen Anne 1708, and was Father of the late 

Duke, of Af<?«/^«. HeTiad been Duke, 
twice Ambaffador to the Court of 

Vol. VI. 2 Houfe, 
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Houfe, had held feveral private Conferences with the Pope's 
Nuncio there, has, to the end that he may difcover the truth of 
the matter, given order for the feizing Mr Montagi^s Papers •/' 

Serjeant Maynard.'] I wifh the like jJroceedings had 
been in other cafes. Coleman had time to fort his Papers, 
and this diligence would have prevented it. I would let 
this matter alone awhile. The charge againft Mr Man-- 
tagu^ of correfponding with the Pope's Nuncio, borders 
upon Trcafon very near ; at leafl: looks that way. (^uic^ 
quid necejjitas cogity defendit.) Correlpondence of this 
nature fomctimcs may be juftifiable. 

Sir Thoi::as Lee.'] This is a high charge ^ainft your 
Member. I would hear your Member in his place. Be- 
caufe he is a Member of the Houfe, he is not exempt 
from crimes. I would have Montagu heard what he can 
iay, in \\\z place. 

Mr Vnj(gh^.n,1 His charge is *' Correlpondence with 
tlie Pope's Nuncio." That may have feveral interpreta- 
tions. Pofiibly he may have had it for the good of the 
riaiion, and pofTibly to deftroy the kingdom. You cannot 
cio ycuir Mcrn.bcr lefs right, than to hear him. It may be, 
he will tell you who elfc has done it, if he has not. 

Sir John Ernly.] I faid, " the King was informed that 
Mofitagu had private Conferences with the Pope's 
Nuncio." 

MrP^'::-/^.] No man can defend an Ambaflador's 
having Correfpondcnces, or Conferences, with the Pope's 

* The Earl o^ Danly had broke money, which he loved, for fuch 

with Mcntaguy but knowing what fccrets as - he could draw fiom 

Letters he had wrote to him, and him. Upon Jenkiru't Letter the 

with what fecrets he had trufted King fent the above MeflSige to 

him, was apprehenfive Montagu the Commons. This was a £vice 

might accufe him ; fo he refolved of Lord Danhy*s^ to find his own 

to prevent liim. Jcnkifis, who was Letters, and deibov them; and 

then at Knnrgmn, \vrote over (ac- then to let the prolecution fall* 

cording to a dirc^iion fcnt him, as But Montagu imderftood the art* 

was believed) ** that he underftood of a Court too well to be eftfily 

Montagu had been in a fecret cor- catched, and had put a box, in 

refpondence, and in dangerous which thofe Letters were, in fore 

pradlices, with the Pope's Nuncio hands, out of the wa^. A great 

at Paris,'* Montagu/, it {cems^hsid Debate rofe upon tlus matter itt 

made ufe of him^ and given him the Houfe of Commons. Bunut. 

, . ; Nuncio. 
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Nuncio. Montagu is a Member of Parliament ; and it is 
an old rule, that, in Treaion, no private man, nor Mem- 
ber's perfon, can be feized, before the acculation be given 
in upon oath : If not, any Member may be' taken from 
Parliament. I would know, whether any legal Informa- 
tion has been given againft your Member. This was a 
fatal cafe in the laft King's time, of feizing Members and 
their Papers. I hope never to fee the like again. If a great 
Minifter has, a quarrel againft a Gentleman, and one go 
and tell the King a ftory of him to his prejudice, and his 
Papers thereupon muft be feized, I know not whither 
that will go. In the firft place, I would be inftruded from 
Ernly^ who brought the Meffagc from the King, &c. 
whether there be any legal Information againft your 
Member } And, if there be not, then you may confider 
what to do. 

Mr Hampden. ] I would have the notice from the King, 
by the Honourable Perfon, written down, as the very 
« words delivered by him, by the Clerk. 

Sir John ErnlyJ] I know not whether J was fully 
heard •, but I faid, " The King had commanded me to 
let you know, that he having received Information from 
abroad, that Mv MontagUy his late Annibaffador, contrary 
to his inftruftions, had held private Conferences with the 
Pope's Nuncio, he had caufed his Papers to be feized, to 
the end that he may difcover the matter." 

S'lv Thomas Clarges.l I am glad to hear that the Am- 
baflador had inftruftions not to correfpond with the Pope's 
Nuncio. I am very glad to hear it indeed, (jeering.) 
Sir IVilliam Godolphin^ the Spanijh Ambaflador, is accilfed 
of High Treafon by Mr Oates^ and yet we hear nothing 
of him. MoniagiC% inftruftions will appear in the Secre- 
tary's minutes. I would have Ernly anfwer, whether this 
Information be upon oath ? 

Sir John Ernly. '\ I have told you what the King h^s 
commanded me •, but I cannot be free to fay farther, 
without leave. I do not fay " contrary to any inftruftions,'* 
but " without any inftruftions/' from his Majefty. 

Z 2 Sir 
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Sir ff^illiam Coventry.'] The whole bufinefs will turn 
upon this hinge. The Devit is as bad as the broth he is 
boiled in, the proverb is. Some of us, it may be, have 
ibns at Rome^ and they have killed the Pope's toe, and 
may be guilty of Trealbn for that. I would have that 
explained. 

Sir John En ly."] I have told you the Meflage, as I re- 
ceived it. The firll time, I faid, " without inftruAions, 
&c. Montagu h^d Conference, &c. I fay now, " without 
any inftruftions from his Majefty." 

Colonel Titus,'] If it be " without inftruftions, &c.** 
we that have been abroad may be in the danger of Sir 
Richard Berlingj who went to the Pope for a Cardinal's 
cap for the Cardinal of Norfolk^ one of the King's fub- 
jedls. He may be guilty of High Treafon, and fo may we 
all, at this rate, that have been abroad. 

. Mr Powle,] Correfpondence with the Pope's Nuncio, 
or his Internuncio, as Coleman had at Brujjelsy is as much 
Treafon. I fhall acquaint you from Mr Montagu^ that 
he will deliver all his own Papers himfelf ; elfe Papers fpr 
his own private defence may be embezzled. He will re- 
fign them to any hand this Houfe fhall appoint. 

Mr Bennet.] Jf his Papers are feized, Papers may be 
put into his Cabinet, as well as taken out, to his great 
prejudice. 

Five or fix Gentlemen, from fVbiteball, 
the paffages to Mr Montagu's houfe, and 
his Lady has fent him a letter of it. 

Colonel Birch.] This is a mighty myftery, and the 
greatcft bufinefs I have heard here. I fhculd be very 
loth to make a wrong ftep in it here. I have always 
taken it 'for granted, that no Mem^bcr's Papers can be 
feized. I know not what hafte they are in, in this mat- 
ter, nor where it will end. Forty more Members Pa- 
pers may be feized, at this rate, and the Houfe garbled; 
and then the game is up. You have Information from 
Ernly of the thing, &c. and you may have as good In- 
formation as this, againft another Member. The King- 
dom of Francs is in Secretary Coventry's province ; and I 

would 


Mr Poivlc' 
have feized al 
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would have Members go to his Office, to fearch the Mi- 
nutes for Ambaffador Montagu^% Inftruftions, when he 
was fent into France. 

Sir Thomas Lee .'\ I would, in this matter, make ten- 
der fteps. I fee there is no harm in making an Addrefs 
to the King about it, " That he may let the Houfe. 
know whether there is any Information upon oath againfl 
Mr Montagu.^^ If there be fuch Information as the 
Law warrants, I would fit down under it ; if not, I 
would look to our Privileges. I would prefently make 
application to the King, without delay. 

Colonel Titus,'] I fecond the Motion " to addrefs the 
King, to know whether the Information againfl: Mon- 
tagu be upon oath -, and next, if it be upon oath, whe- 
ther that Conference was beyond the fea.'* If there be 
no Information upon oath, then it is a Breach of Pri- 
vilege. 

Sir William Coventry?^ If we addrefs the King, to 
know whether the Information be upon oath, it will fo 
turn the thing upon us, that we fhall know it. I agree 
with Birkenhead^ that it is a great fault in an Ambaffa- 
dor, an omiffion to give the King an account of public 
tranfaftions that have pafled through his hands. It may 
be through forgetfulnefs •, but unpardonable, if the King- 
calls for it, and the perfon does not give it. I have 
been abroad myfelf in Popifh countries, and may have ' 
converfed with Nuncios. I have had the King's Par- 
don, and my fhare in the lafl Aft of Indemnity. An 
Ambalfador has nothing for his jufl:ification, but his Pa-* 
pers ; and his neck may go for it, if he has not his Pa - 
pers to jufl:ify himfelf. I fliould be loth to have my 
Papers feized, though but for matter of reputation. I 
had rather have my fliirt, than my Papers, taken from 
me. Montagu defires only forting of his Papers, and 
that he may mark them, and he will deliver them to 
fuch as you fhall approve of, and that die may mark 
them, and fet them in order, to make his defence the 
better. Otherwife any Minifler, employed in foreign 
Negotiations, is in a defperate condition. 

Z 3 Mr 
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KAxTo'wlc.'\ I would not do the fccond thing before 
the firiL. I would not have his Papers tumbled and 
tofTc; about, before vou Icnow whether the Information 
again-l him be upon oatii. I'hc Minifters heretofore an- 
fwered for ill actions in tlie Government, but now they 
put them all upon the King. I purfue the firft Mo- 
tion, ^' to fend to the King, to knov/ whether the In- 
form.ation bf*, upon oath, &c." And when you have this 
anfwcr,^ -«1en to conficjer whether the lepers Ihall be 
feized. Elfe you give '\ip your rights to fatal confe- 
quence. 

Mr Vaughan,'] If Papers are feized at this rate, a 
great many of your Members Papers may be feized, be- 
caufe fom.e men are guilty of High Treafon. 

The Speaker.] The thing is of great moment, and 
the King has told you why he has caufed the Papers to 
be feized •, and Montagu has told you, '* He has received 
a letter from his Lady, that his houfe is guarded, &c.*' 
but they are not to be feized till Montam comes to his 
houfe to fort the Papers. You concern not yourfelves 
• in matters of State, but matters of Privilege. Till you 
knov/ that his charge is not upon oath, you ought to 
believe that the matter is upon oath. It is a nice* thing, 
and I kiiow the ftrcfs and confequence of it. It may be, 
I knovv the tl.ing and matter of it. And if no- body is 
more capiibJe to advife than myfelf, I would have you 
cxp^iv the \?X\iz. 

Mr iVi:7V.] What I moved is, becaufe the thing yet 
is in pofiibiiity of recall. ; It is plain that his Papers are 
font to be iL^izcd. The Rights and Pr*ivileges of Parlia- 
n-jcnt arc thj greatcft ftrength and fecurity of the King 
and the nation. I think it a very dutiful way to know 
wli:;t tW thing is. Therefore you cannot go a better 
tiiCfU to lend to the King, &:c. before we rife. 

Mr IViULrjKs.'] \i you adjourn, you fubmit your Pri- 
vilege to the King's pleafurc. I cannot give my opinion, 
whetht:r it is a breach of Privilege, or nor, till you have 
the thing entirely before you. I would know what this 
Information is againft your Member. I know, by the 

Law 
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Law of England^ there is no diftinftion of State-Treafon, 
Felony, or Breach of the Peace, againft which there is no 
Privilege. It is not every Breach of the Peace that a 
Member may be feized upon, &c. where there is no 
more required than fecurity, &c.-j-And he ought to have 
the Privilege of an Englijhman. He that will be ridden 
fhall be ridden. Therefore I would addrefs, &:c. 

Sir Robert Howard.^ The Pope's Nuncio $§, no other 
than Ambaflfador. It is the fame thing with Legate a 
latere. Suppofe you go to che King, and fay, " What is it 
you know oi' Montagu ?'^ That is too early, and yet your 
Member has his houfe feized — In this there is difficulty . 
every way. It feems, a reference is made by Montagu to- 
fee whether the charge be true in his Papers. ^ Shall your 
Member forbear, and give up his Papers? That you 
will not do. Your Member has offered to give up his 
Papers, and to mark them, that they may be no injury 
to him. - Therefore I would have fome of your Members 
accompany Montagu^ that he may fort his Papers. 

Colonel Titus.'] If the Information be upon oath, and 
it be neither Felony, Treafon, nor Breach of the Peace, 
your Privilege is violated. With this Meflage moved 
for, I would have another, viz. '* Of what nature this 
Conference with the Pope's Nuncio was." 

Sir John Knight.'] Conferences have been held at IVhite* 
hall with Father Patrick^ and F^ti^^v Howard^ and other 
Priefts. I would have that enquired into likewife. 

. Sir Thomas Meres.] Whoever has had private Con- 
ference with tlic Pope's Nunc^, now in the To^mier^ I 
would feize all their Papers, one and all^ — of v/hom I will 
tell you to-morrow •, fome of tneir Papers, upon what I 
fay, will be laid afide. Let it go where it will ; let the 
fubje6l-matter againft Montagu be feen, if proved true ; 
that this may not be a Precedent upon this Houfe for 
the future. I would therefore befeech the King to fuf- 
pend any farther proceeding upon Montagu^ till this 
Houfe be fatisfied whether the Infoririation be giVcn upon 
oath •, and whether the fubjed of that Conference was 
Treafon. \ 

Z 4 Sir 
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Sir William Coventry. '\ I am againft the whole thing; 
either fending to the King to know what the crimes are, 
or whether upon oath. I beheve there are perfons that 
put the King upon this (as I beheve it done by advice) 
and I beheve it is not Treafon he is charged with, becaule 
they have not feized Mr Montagu'^ Perfon, as well as 
his Papers, which wa^ the propereft thing to be done. 
He may be guilty, he may be innocent ; poflibly the 
thing will be put farther. But to take away his armour 
that muft defend him, a little thruft will deftroy him. 
The very Law gives him his Papers for his defence, to 
juftify himfelf by, not only for his Commiflions but O- 
miffions. His Papers to be delivered out of his hands 
clearly away, is a very dangerous thing. I would be 
glad to hear fomething from the Gentleman (Montagu) 
himfelf. It has been propofed, " that fome of the Mem- 
bers may go with him to fort his Papers.*' If there be 
any Papers relating to the Pope's Nuncio, they may be 
copied out, and Montagu may keep the originals and the 
reft of the Papers. 

Sir John Ernly.^ The Gentleman (Montagu) knows 
fomething of the nature. In all thefe cafes there are 
warrants of the fame nature. You may fend for the 
warrant, and you will find thefe Papers are to be feized 
before reafonable Evidence, and that the Papers be fo 
fcheduled, as that the Gentleman may have no prejudice. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] The Papers being feized by the 
King*s warrant, may be looked upon as in the King's ac- 
tual pofieflion. By the King's Order fo much appears, 
that perfons are at Montagu's houfe, &c. This is your 
tendernefs to them that have advifed the King to this, 
or fome others, that may hereafter, that you may avoid all 
occafion of offence. You are told of a Conference with 
the Pope's Nuncio, that he has had. Therefore the Papers 
were ordered to be feized, to know the truth of the mat- 
ter Then it feems, thofe Papers are feized to fee whether 
thofe Informations are Treafon, or no ; therefore in this 
you go the moft moderate way. The confequence will 
be, you will fee your Member tryed, and fit ftill till ifc be 

done; 


Debates in Parliament in i6yS. 345 

done •, and no matter how foon you (tt Montagu guilty or 
not guilty. And fo there will be nothing upon your 
Books to hurt Parliaments in eternal confequence. There- 
fore I would have this Mefl&ge fent to the King, to pre- 
vent declaring what your Privileges are in this matter. 

Mr Powle.] You are pad that confideration. Now 
the Queftion is, whether you will go with this fecond 
part — It is not fo decent to go often to the King. You 
are not yet ripe to defire the King (o defift proceeding, 
for you know not what the thing is yet, and that may be 
quickly doriCv-'When you know. 

Mr Harbord was fent to Mr Montagu's houfe to inform tho 
Houfc of the Proceedings, &c. who gave this account : *' That, 
by Order of Council, Montagu's Cabinets were feized, but 
were not to be opened till Montagu was prefent. And that they 
were taken away, and fet in a chamber near the Council- 
chamber.'' 

Mr Montagu,'] I believe, that the fei^g my Cabinets 
and Papers was to get into their hands fome Letters of 
great confequence, that I have to produce, of the defigns 
of a Great Minifter of State*. 

yir Harbord,'] This has been intended three or four 
days, but, I believe, they have mifled of their aims ; and 
I would not for 40,000/. they had thofe Papers. And, 
freely, this was my great inducement to ftir fo much to 
make Mr Montagu a Member of this Houfe f. In due 
time you will fee what thofe Papers are. They will open 
your eyes, and though too late to cure the evil, yet they 
will tell you who to proceed againft, as the authors of 
our misfortunes. 1 defire that fome perfons of honour 

• See the laft Note» caufe refolving to throw himfelf 

t Mr Montagu afpiring to the into the party againft the Court, 

Office of Secretary of State, took Which was moft prevalent in the 

it very ill that the Treaiiirer had Parliament, he knew he fhould be 

engaged to bring in Sir William proteded eVen againft the King 

temple, Mr Montagu was the Trca- himfelf. To this end he got Him- 

furer's moft dangerous cnem)[, be- felf eleded Member for North- 

caufe he had private Letters in his atnpton, and fuddenly leaving Parit 

handi. from that Minifter; awd . without the King's confent or 

though he could not divulge them knoWfedge, came to Londonj and 

without great injury to thie King, took his feat in the Houfe. Ra- 

this gave him no uneafinefs, be- pin. See p. 186. 

and 
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and worth may be prcfent at the opening thefe Cabinets, 
left feme of* thcfe Letters fhould be there. For they are 
of the gre^rcft conlequence that ever you faw. 

Mr Lennet.'] The fum the Gentleman fpeaks of, 
40,000/. is a great deal of money. But pray let thefe 
Papers be forth-coniing for your ufe. As for the Breach 
of our Privileges, &c. this thing was thrown in to blind 
us, I know my fhare of tranfadiions too, and you (hall 
in time know of it. 

Sir Gilbert Gerrard.'] This bufinefs is of great con- 
fequence, and I hope may fave us. I would addrefs the 
King, *' That thefe Cabinets may not be opened, but 
may be produced here to-morrow, that we may proceed 
upon them." 

Colonel Titus.'] To feize Papers thus is very illegal. 
Any mart's may be feized at tliis rate. I look upon this as 
one of the wileft adlions the Minifters have done. Were 
I one of them, right or wrong I would have feized ikfo»- 
tagu^^ Papers. I fecond the Motion, ** That the Papers, 
&c. may be produced here to-morrow." And then I 
believe you will fee why thofe Papers were feized at 
Montagu*^, 

Sir Nicholas Carew.] I would fit on, and let the Pa- 
pers in Monlagu'^ hands be brought now, and if they 
CO icern any man, under his Majefty himfelf, I would 
profecute the thing now. I know not whether we (hall 
be here to-morrow morning, or no. It may be, wc fliall 
be all clapped up by to-morrow. YjZt Montagu therefore 
be comm-anded to bring in his Papers now, before you 


rife. 


Sir John Lczvther*.'] For ought I know, Montagu may 
be fei*vcd as Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was -, therefore I 
would not have him go out of the Houfe for the Papers, 
lie kr:0\vs by v/hat praftices thefe negotiations with 

* Created I>ord VifcountZoVi/. morland. He was alfo in that 

dtiJt by King Wilham^ in i6o6, ha- reign Vice-Chamberlain of the 

vingbeen very inilrumentafin the Houfhold, Lord-Privy Seal, &c. 

Revolution, by fecuring the city and died in 1700, aged 4^. The 

K^tCiirlijk, and bringing over the laft Lord Lon/dak was ms fecond 

counties of Cumlcr/^ma axid ff^iji' fon. 

France 
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France have been done. I am of opinion that we fliall not 
fit here to-morrow. I move therefore " to have the Pa- 
pers fent for now.'* 

Sir Henry CapeL] I fecond that Motion. We know 
what pradlices . have been in the late times, &c. how 
Papers of Members have been feized. The King has 
/ power on his fubjefts, but it is according to Law. I 
wondered at the proceeding of the Sheriff of Northamp- 
tonjbire at this Gentleman (Montagues) Eleftion*; but 
now it is all out •, we know the reafon of it — He may 
give us much light into tranfaclions. Lowther has a- 
wakened you with the cafe of Godfrey^ which is of great 
importance. I know not what may become of us to- 
morrow; therefore I would have Montagu's Papers 
brought to-night. 

Lord Cavendi/h.] I believe, it will appear by thofe 
Papers, that the War with Finance was pretended, for the 
fake of an Army, and that a great man carried on the in- 
tereft of an Army and Popery •, and Montagu gives you 
the convenience of this difcovery. I move therefore, 
'' That he bring the Papers in as foon as can be." 

Colonel Titus, ] I fuppofe Montagu has thofe Papers 
in his cuflody ; elfe neither he nor his friends would have 
informed you of them. I would therefore have fome 
Members j^o with him to fetch them. 

Lord RuJfeL] Montagu has imparted fome of the con- 
tents of thofe Papers to me ; and I was required by him 
not to impart them to any body •, but now it is no fecret. 
Montagu cannot come at the originals, for the prefent, 
but he has a copy of them. 

Mr Harbord and fome others were ordered (Mr Montagu 
having acquainted the Houfe that he had [in his cuflody] fome 
Papers which concern the Peace of the Government) to receive 
diredions from Mr Montagu where to find thofe Papers. 

The Houfe fat till the Gendemen returned with Mr Montagues 
Papers. Then 

Mr Harbord reported. That they had repaired to the place 
where Mr Montagu diredcd them, and had brought the Box q£ 

* See p. 186. 

Papers 
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Papers which Mr Montagu mentioned ; but that the key is carried 
to IFhitehall^ locked up in the Cabinets j and that they have fent 
for a fmith to break it open. 

Mr Montagu went up to fort the Papers. 

Mr Montagu ] I am forry that fo great a Minifter has 
brought this {.\xi\t upon himfelf. It was my intention 
(making refleftions upon your apprehenfion of a ftand- 
ing Army) to have acquainted Mr Secretary Coventry 
with the Papers. I will now only tell you, that the King 
has been as much deluded as the Dutch or Spain ; and 
you have been deluded too by this great Minifter. This 
I fhould not have done, out of duty and relpedt to the 
King,* but by command of the Houfe. 

[The Box being ordered to be opened,] Mr Montagu [felcfied 
and] prefented to the Houfe two Letters*, which were read [by 
the Speaker,] ibe one dated [January 16, 1677-8; the other,] 
March 25, 1678. The principal matter therein is contained in 
thcfe words : *' In cafe the conditions of Peace fhall be accepted, 
the King expcdis to have fix millions of livres [300,000/.] 
yearly, for three years, from the time that this agreement 
ihall be figned between his Majefly and the King of France -y 
bc^caufe it will be two or three years before he can hope to 
find his Parliament in humour to give him fupplies, after your 
having made any Peace with France^ &c." 

Subfcribed « Danby." 

" To the Secretary you muft not mention one fyllablc of the 
money */* 

[At the bottom of this Letter were thefe words : ** This 
Letter is writ by my Order. C. R."] 

Mr Bennet.'] I wonder the Houfe fits fo filent when 
they fee themfelves fold for fix millions of livres to the 
French. Some things come home to Treafon in conftruc- 
tion. I would have the Lawyers tell you, whether this 
you have heard be not worthy impeaching the Treafurer 
of Treafon. Now we fee who has played all this game^ 
who has repeated all the fharp Anfwers to our Addreflfes, 
and raifed an Army for no War. You know now who 

* See them at large in the Jour- fince now it appeared that he was 

nal. not trulled with thcie ill pradices. 

f Thefe laft words made very Bu^uet. 
much for Mr Secretary Ct*vtiitry 5 

paiTes 
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palTes by the Secretaries of State, 1 would impeach the 
Treafurer of High Treafon. 

Mr IVilliams.'] Will any Member aver this to be the 
Treafurer's Letter ? 

Mr MontaguJ\ I conceive it to be the Treafurer*s hand. 
I have had feyeral Letters from him of the fame hand. 

Mr Williams.'] If this be his Letter, there cannot be a 
more conftrudtive Treafon than is contained in it. You 
have heard of Religion and Property apprehended in dan- 
ger, in fevcral fpeeches. But when your Laws are con- 
temned by a Great Minifter, and they mifcarry and are 
laid dead — (A great cry of theHoufcj " Name him, name 
him.") The Letters name the perfon fufficiently. No- 
thing ought tp be imputed to the King — But this man, 
unlefs he clears himfelf lipon fome body elfe, muft take 
this crime upon him. This projeft of Peace is what you . 
have prophefied all along. This agrees with Coleman*^ 
Letters, this great engine Money. Now when this great 
perfon is on this point to make Parliaments ufelefs, it is 
Treafon. And the Parliament may declare a Treafon, 
without making any. For any Minifter to deftroy a con- 
federacy, and to make the King a Penfioner to France^ 
I would impeach him of Treafon. 

Mr H arbor d.] I hope now Gentlemens eyes are open, 
by the defign on foot to deftroy the Government and our ' 
Liberties. I believe, if the Houfe will command Mr 
Montqgu^ he will tell you more now. But I would not 
prefs it now upon him, becaufe poifoning and ftabbing 
are in ufe. Therefore I would not examine him farther 
now, but let him rcferve himfelf till the matter comes to 
Tryal before the Lords. As to the danger of the King's 
perfon, there is fomething much more extraordinary. But 
I will not name him yet— The thing has taken wind — 
A witnefs has been taken off with 300/. and denies his 
hand. I proteft, I am afraid that the King will be mur- 
dered every night. A Peer, and an intimate of this 
Earl's, faid, " There would be a change in the Govern- 
ment in a year." He has poifons both liquid and in 
powders — But I would alk Montagu no more queAions 


now. 
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now, but have an Impeachment drawn up, and I doubt 
not but this great man will have condign punilhment, 
when the matter comes before the Lords. 

Sir Henry Goodrich.^ We now come upon Impeach- 
ment of a noble Peer, who deferves well of the nation, 
and, I affure you, has promoted the Proteftant Religion, 
and has honour for the Government. I put Harbord upon 
it, that all the Evidence againft him may be produced, 
and make it out who converfes with this Nobleman, 
that has " the poifons'* he mentions. For the King's fe- 
' curity, I would have the perfons named. 

Mr BenneL] I accufe my Lord Treafurer of High 
Trcafon, and I will bring other matters againft him. 

Sir John Hanmer.] The King's life is concerned, and I 
cannot fit ftill when I hear " ppifon" fpoken of. I would 
find " this poifoner" out ; elfe he betrays the nation and 
the King. 

Mr Harbord.'] If you pleafe, I will tell Mr Secretary 
Coventry who it is ; but I afllirc you, it is told the King 
already. 

Six John Knight.'] This Army was raifed for a French 
War, and fo many hundred thoufand pounds given for 
that purpofe, and yet we had no War 1 Money given to. 
difband the Army, and that not done ! The Popifh Plot 
difcovered at that time ! And all runs parallel. Take 
fuch evil Counfellors from the King, that have done 
thefe things, and he, and his pofterity, and we all ihall 
flourifh ; elfe we Ihall be deftroyed. I move for Im- 
peachment, &c. 

Sir Thomas Higgins.] So great a Minifter of the King's 
to be impeached ! — I defire to fee better reafbns than yet 
have been offered, before he be impeached. One thing 
is objeded againft him, " His treating of Peace with 
the King of France.** It feems, by the Letter, that the 
conditions were for an honourable Peace, and why fhould 
any man be afhamed of it ? For it is a very ordinary 
thing foi: Kings to get money from one another, as in 
E. IV's and H. VIFs time, and there is no ground of 
this acctifation of Treafon againft this Lord. Another 

thing 
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thing that concerns the fafety of the King's Perfon — " A 
friend of this Lord's that has poifons." This con- 
cerns us all.. Let us not go out of the Houfe till thisper^ 
fon be known. 

Sir John Birkenhead.'] If this be Treafon, this Letter 
has been concealed fince March^ and that is Mifprifion of 
Treafon. I tremble that the perfon Ihould be concealed* 
I would have this Lord named. , 

Mx Stanhope*.'] I am not fo much for naming him 
now, for the Gentleman tells you, " The King has had 
notice of it, .and he has been named to the King." 

Lord Cavendijh,] Will you publifh this, when fo many 
friends of my Lord Treafurer's are prefent that may dif- 
cover it ? For the fake of the King I would not, but I 
move, that the Secret Committee may enquire into* it. 

Mr Powle,] What my -opinion is of this great Lord 
is no news to you, fo that what I fliall fay is not out of 
malice or revenge. I am no accufer of him, but I defire 
that what he is accufed of may be fairly debated, and not 
diverted by what is moved about " revealing the poifon- 
ing, &c." One crime againft this Lord is, encroaching 
- upon Royal Pov/er. When one, two, or tliree Counfeirors 
undertake the management of all affairs, without com- 
municating them to the reil of the Lords of the Council, 
it was die Treafon of the Spencers^ and the Duke of Ire^ 
Idni^ in R, IPs time. And then in the Parliament of 
thofe times it was fo adjudged. Now whether this per* 
fon who forbids Montagu to reveal this, and concealing 
it from the Secretaries, and by confequence from the 
Lords of the Council •, now whether thefe private ad- 
vices are not the caufe of your ruin, that you have been 
• fo near and are ftill in danger of, [is the Queftion.] Now 
there is a Treaty with a foreign Prince for Peace, whilft 
the Parliament was giving Money for an aftual War with 
that Prince ; and a Treaty, for which he makes a bar-? 
gain for fix millions of livres yearly. Now confider 
whether that could be for our advantage, and the French 
King pay fo dear for it, and concludes, that this Money'* 

• Youngeil fon to the firfl Earl of Qhefttrfield. 

was. 
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w^s, " That the King might not meet the Parliament in 
two or three years." Now they muft defert this War; 
and pray confider what ufe this Money muft be for. I 
would have the Long Robe tell you what they think of 
it. I know what I think of it. 

S\v Edmund Jennings.'] As to the matter in the Lord 
Trcafurer's Letter, thus I will ftate the Queftion : ** Whe- 
ther there be matter in that Letter to ground an Impeach- 
ment againft this Lord." As to the other thing, ** oi 
poifoning," the King's Perfon is fo nearly concerned, that 
I would have the perfon known for theKing*s fake, and 
all our ovyn fakes. If not, then let us adjourn* 

Mr Harbor dS] If I was not well fatisfied that the King 
had known of it, I would have found means to acquaint 
the King. But the defign of moving this is to divert the 
Queilion. The defign I had, in not naming the perfon, 
was, that it might be impoflible for the perfon to avoid 
being taken off, fince the King knows it already, and 
a Member knows the thing, and I have feen the things* 
But the party fell off from his Evidence. The King 
knows it, and if you will know him too, I am not afraid 
to nime him. He had the poifon, and tryed it upon 
dogs with good fuccefs. The firft thing I faid was, 
^' Does the King know of it ?" He told me ** l^c did, and 
he had been offered a fum of money to conceal it." There 
has been 200,000/. in thirteen months paid out of the 
Exchequer, for fccret fervice -, and vaft fums of money 
diverted out of the courfe of payment in the Exchequer. 

Lord Cavendijh.'] This can be no fecret. The Trea- 
furer having fo many friends here — Interrupted iy Good- 
rick. 

Colonel Titus ] I find it a hard matter, and very dan- 
gerous, to accufe a Treafurer. The righteous or un-^ 
righteous Mammon makes friends. There has been 
197,000/. ifTued out of the 200,000/. we gave, by 
one perfon that is a Member. This Lord had once an 
Impeachment agninft him upon an illegal Patent*. 
Firft, we could y^t no Witnefies, &c. And all we got 

* See Vol. III. p. 49, &c. 

by 


i^ehites in Pariiament m 1678. 355 

by it, was to vote^ " That this Patent was not illegal." 
Never any thing . prolpered in his Miniftry. There is 
not a penny of Money in the Exchequerj and I am fure 
he is IVeauircr. Now whether this Lord^ with the in- 
terelt of Prance^ has not carried on his own ? When thCs 
King of Spain w^as in the circumftanceS the King of 
France, now is, if Walfmgham and Burleigh^ inftead of 
iupporting H. IV. of France^ had fupported the League, 
and made the King of Spain greater than he was, (who 
was ten times too great for us,) had not they been good 
Counfellors. for Philip IL arid ill Counfellors for Queen 
klizaheth ? It was faid by Philip de ComineSy " That all 
iCing Le'tJijis oiFrance^ Minifters did ride upon one horfe.'* 
Now we were told of " a War," and " an a<9:ual War 
with France^^ an Army was raifed for it^ and a fhameful 
Peace made up wit;h France. And the Lord Treafurer 
thinks he deferves fix millions of hvres for doing it ; and 
fo no occafion for the Parliament to meet in three years. 
The Lord Treafurer, it feems, was of one opinion •, the 
Pariiament and the Law of another. His crime is great, 
and tends to the'fubyerfion of the nation, and fo it is, 
when the King (hall have no Parliaments. Some fear 
the Treafurer, and fome love him j I do neither, and 
would impeach him. 

Sir John Ernly.] Titus tells you, " That nothing has 
profpered under the Lord Treasurer's Miniftry." He has 
paid, i am fure, a great part of the debt of two millions , 
upon the Exchequer. As for his Miniftry, pray God 
l^nd we have no worfe French Counfellors! And if we 
had had War then, God knows what would have become 
- of us. If this Lord has hatched thefe Counfels, France is 
not for him. But 1 am the riioft miftaken, if he has not 
been oppofite to France. Now for the Letter that fpeaks 
of the Money •, if it had been ten times as much, I could 
have wifhed it with France. As for the Peace, it was 
made by the Confederates, and not the King. The Con- , 
federates have, all along, importuned the King not to lay 
afide the Army, for all Flanders would be loft. I am as 
little for an Army as any man ; . and am for having it 

V'o ].. VL A a dilbanded. 
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difbanded, if the King had Money to pay them off. 
Does not this Letter come byway of recrimination? 
It is neceflfary to fee Mr Montagii"^ Anfwer to thii Let- 
ter. I would have the Lawyers debate it, bc6)re you 
come to this matter as a cliarge againft this Lord, barely 
given you by recrimination. The King's fafcty is con*- 
cerned — And I defire, that the perfon that fhould have 
poifoncd him, may be named. You cannot abfohre your- 
selves from it* . /. . -^ . 

Mr Charles Bertie'^,'] I affirm that my Ldrd Treafuref 
paid 600,000/. of old arrears out of the: Exchequer. 
And I appeal to the Speaker's Office in the IfsTavy. So in 
this he has not fquandered the Trcafury in ftcret fervice, 

Mr Montagu.'] My Lord Treafurer hasf my Anfwer to 
his Letter. And let him, if he plcafe, .prodocc a copy of 
that Letter, and you will find, that if my advice had 
been followed, the Army had not been raifed, and abetter 
i^eace made. And I aver, that i\\^ French King offered ouf' 
King fome money, and more towns, than when we were 
in conjunftion with France. ** I find my Lord Treafurcf 
has fo much the fweet of being Treafurer of England^ 
that he would be Treafurer of France too." This the 
King of France faid, and fo would treat no longer. T 
was for Peace, becaufe I faw no intention of onr Mini- 
ilers for War, and fo would have had no Army. I 
brought the conditions^ fo far as that the French fhould 
deliver Valenciennes and Conde to the Spaniards^ far better 
conditions than now they have ; but after the Army was 
raifcd, they were for Peace. If I have done ill in this, 
impeach me for it. . 

In the other Lettci; which was read, fubfcribed ** Danhji* 
',/rerc the following paflagcs : 

*^ Your rhtcllic^ence concern nig Monf. Rouvigny has rfot been 
the lenft of your Favours.— For my part, I will contribute to the 
fricndfliip of the two Kings, Wc depend upon an Adjournmenf 
of ihirtcen days, to fee if there can be any expedient for ^he 
Peace in diut time. And the eSe£): of that Acljournaient hstf 
been, thr.t every body apprehended Peace, &c." . 

* -Youngcft brother to the Earl oiUndfiy. 
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Lord Dumblain *.] Montagu^ in his difcourfe in France^ 
has given the natioii great difcommendations. I have 
heard him fay, •' the tloufe of Commons had a company 
of logger-heads and boobies in it*' — For what my father 
is accufed of, if proved, I would riot fpare him nor par^ 
don him more than the greate.fl: rafcal that had done me 
- the moft injury. 

'iAv Peregrine BerHel]V\M the Quellion firft, ^bout 
^' poifoning the King." 

Sir Henry CapeL] I have no Article again ft any man, 
but only from my obfervations of the Government, We 
have fat here all feafons of the year to no purpofe. I 
have fomething to fay, let it fall where it will ; and I 
will ferve no nian here, but my King and my country. 
We that are of common underftanding, know not foreign 
notions, nor rnyfteries of State at home. If Religion, the 
Government, and Property be fafe, we fit down and en- 
joy what we have, and thank God for it* If foreign ne- 
gotiations have been profperous, let it be fpoken of. 
Has the Proteftant Religion gone forward.'^ I would 
gladly know, whether the Exchequer is in fq good order 
as we have been told. I know what fums w^e have given ; 
but if it be not in fuch order, are we to fit ftill ? Dofis not 
France increafe upon us ? We were no f^'jitr goi; :>*\r of 
^ the War with Holland^ but afliftances of men wirje fent 
into France to greaten the Froich King — Vv'e Cc<n get no 
Bills of Popery pafTed. Thefe laft four or five years, we 
have had nothing but Prorogations and Adjournments of 
the Parliament, without doing any thing to purpofe. If 
we had lived v/ell with this great man, and not made the 
Vote the laft SefTion, " That till the Tax, &c. be expir- 
ed, and the Proteftant Religion fecured, and ill Minifters, 
. &c. removed, we could give no more Money, &c." But 
the King has been perfuaded that a Prince muft depend 

* The Lord Treafurer's fon, in 1712, diflinguiflied himfelf in 

Called up to the Houfe of Lords in the fea-fervice, being Vice Ad- 

i6go, by the Title of Lord Ki'ue- miral of the Red, and died in 1729, 

ton. He fucceeded to the Duke- aged .71, He was grandfather to 

dom oi Leeds (on his father's death) tne prefent Duke. 
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up'jn a party, and he is told that we proceed as in 164! 
and 1642. If this Gentleman (Danby) vjomX^l then have 
relieved us, I laid, fave him, the laft Seflion ; but I can- 
not truft this Gentleman, though I would fupply the- 
King. Is any thing more clear than the concurrence of 
the Letters, that have been produced you (by Montagu) 
with Cole^nan's Papers ? This Minilter has let the French 
King grow upon us, and let our King take Money from 
him, to lay afide his people-, this has been Danbfs 
advice. If the Gentlemen of the Long Robe will fay this 
is Treafon, I fay fo too, and fhall think this a ground 
to impeach him. 

Mr Sollicitor IVinnington.'] Before I meddle with the 
Treafurer's Letters, I will fpeak to the point of declara- 
tory Treafon. I have a wife and children, and fome 
eftate, and loyalty to my Prince, and I hope to leave it 
to my poilerity. In this matter I fhall deliver my opinion, 
and i fear no man aliVe, let it fall where it will. By 25 
£. III. dccla:atory Treafon is only in Parliament, where 
thofe things (hail be declared Treafon, for the Judges to 
proceed upon, and no other. I will put you a famijiar ex- 
ample — I'he killing Qijohn Imperial^ the Genoa Ambaf- 
fidor, was declared Treafon. It was Treafon at Com- 
mon Law be>)re, but after that Statute they had recourie 
to Parliament for the fame crime, and they declared it 
fo. It has been the wil'uom of Parliament to keep the 
power of declaring Treafon in themfclves, to bridle great 
men, who, by friendfiiip and authority, may avoid Juf- 
tice. Since I came into this Houfe, which is about three 
years fince, I have been prefent at feveral Addrefles^ &c. 
and I would not fhow unkindnefs, in the poft I am in, to 
my fuperior OfRcer. If a Member does undertake to 
prove an Article, &c. though it be but probable, it is a 
ground for a Grand Jury to find the Bill, (and in Im- 
ptr.ichments you arc of that nature,)' but the judgment is 
trill in the Lords. If any fubjecl impeach any man, it is 
our duty to receive it, as a Grand Jury. But Gentlemen 
put a hard thing on the Long Robe, in this cafe. The 
Treafurer, iii his Letters to MxMontagu^ fays, ** He mufl 

not 
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not communicate it to the Secretary of State. He muft 
not know of the fix millions of livres yearly, &g. thatfo 
there may be no need oif a Parliament." If this be given as 
a cafe to a Lawyer, and if this be to deftroy Parliament, 
and the fundamental Laws of the Kingdom ; if there be 
concomitant Evidence that the thing was done ed hi/en- 
tione ; if you have power of declaratory Treafon, and 
do not declare this to be Treafon^ you will declare nothing. 
I have heard Montagu fay he has more Letters to produce. 
Suppofe you fhould vote not to impeach the Treafurer 
upon thefe Letters ^ the common people will fay, " Have 
not tlie Houfe impeached him } " How cw any Mern- 
bcr look the world in the face.'* finding that this is in 
order to Tryal, and in order to Impeachment. The 
Lord Tfeafuier is my ftiperior, but if you pafs by this, 
you may have more fuch Letters and fuch pradlices. 
There have been other matt€r3 alleged againft this Lord, 
as diverting the Money, &c. from the ufual courfe ojf 
payment in the Exchequer, &c* This is but a fmall mat- 
ter in comparifon of Treafon ; but fuch as have done thefe 
things, the Parliament has either broken their backs, or 
they have ran for it. As for giving Money to Members, 
to vote in this Houfe, he will have the fhame of it, and 
I hope it will be feen by the Vote this night, that no man 
has received any Money. Certainly thefe things are not 
fo mean^as to be put off. Without probable Evidence, 
you have no ground of accufation. As for conviction, 
that is to be done ip anofher place. And I am for im- 
peaching him, 

Mr SacbeverelL] I have pbferved the Debate; and I 
take notice that no fault is found out that it is too for- 
ward. No man denies thefe Letters to be theTreafurer's* 
and yet Gentlemen iliy, " There is no matter of charge 
in them againft him.'' I have not been a man much for 
fhifting hands in the Miniftry : I fee all that come after 
are as bad as thofe that went before. By way of defence 
of the Treafurer, it is faid, " That he found much debt 
upon the Crown, and has paid off a great deal." It is 
true — But there was 1,250,000/. grantecf to the King, 

A a 3 • ^ &c. 
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bcc. before he came in to b^ l^rt2S\ivtYy but he receiva^ 
a great fliare of it. I would not now charge him fingly 
upon thefc Lette.s, but upon the whole purfqance of 
the thing •, he fhows you, that, as the fell of the Minifters 
have done great kindneifcs to Framr^ he will da nothing 
to break that frijii'ilfliip. When we had given a great 
fum of Money for a War v/irh France^ then he take? 
Ccl£;}:a:i's way. An .1 it was a great fum of Money for 
E}iglond to pay. I told yoM a ilory of li, VII, &c. the 
lalt Scflion, &c. Give Mon.^y haftily and no War, and 
there will be no need of a Parliament. — This is the only 
difference; renfions arc not nov matter of Record. It 
fcems by the Trcai'urer*s I .cttcr, that it is the King's eafe 
to have no Parliament. li'.Teafter Jet us keep our purfes, 
and we fliall have good iMinifters in time. And let us 
remember we fliall not then have Minifters to prorogue 
us at their pleafure, at the fame time that the King was 
told that War was nccelfary ; and that he might have 
had a better Peace, and an Army was raifcd, to the great 
cliarge of the nation. Let Gentlem.en give their NO'tQ 
the Impeachment, I will give my Aye to it. 

•Mr Vaughan.l I envy no man's greatnefs nor for- 
tune that IciTens not his Prince's, &c. Froiji the ground^ 
of this Leiicr of the Trcafurer, on " the 20th oi March^^ 
the King pafled an Aft for a \Yar with France^ and 
an Army v/as raifcd accordingly. This Letter is dated 
" the 25th oi March ^'* to Ibpulate Peace with the French 
— And is this matter of recrimination by Montagu^ as is 
faid } You give Money for an aftual War, and the Trea- 
ftirer ftipulatcs for a Peace, an4 tlie Minifters make 
Peace. The Papifts v/ould have a Diflblution of the 
Parliament, and thefe men make it ufelcfs — I know verv 
little difference in it. King John's Minifters made hini 
a Penfioner to the Pope, and it i§ as great a crime tq 
make our King Penfioner to the French King. I am 
therefore for impeaching the Treafurer. 

The Q^jeftion being put, Tfiat there is matter fufficient in 
thefe Letters, &c. to impeach Thotnas Earl of Danby \ the pre- 
vious Qu eft ion was put and carried, 179 to 116. 
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The main Queftion was then carried in the AfErmative, [and 
^ Committee was appointed to prepare and draw up Articles of 
Impeachment.] 

JtefoIvedy'Th^t Mr Speaker fliall not, at any time, adjourn the 
Houfe, without a Queftion firft put, if it be infifted upon. And 
thatlhis be entei*ed,in the Journal, as a ftanding Order of the 
Houfe. See Vol. V. p. 5, and 1 22. 

Friday f December 20, 

Two Letters were produced by Mr Charles Bertie fix)m Mr 
filontagu to the ]U)rd Treafurer. One was figned, but the other 
not.. He faid, *^ he be believed them to his hand and fcal *." 

'Mv Poivle.l You ought to confider that the cafe of 
your Member may be every man's cafe. The one is 
lubfcribed, ^nd the other not — Under this kind of me% 
thod, I know not where this may end. To put Mon- 
tagu upon declaring whether they be his hand, or no, is 
to accufe himfelf. Til} you are clear in that Letter not 
fubferibed, I v/ould not read it. 

Sir Edmund Jenmngs.] If you will obferve your owrt 
Precedent, you will read it without a hand to it — You 
read one fent out of Cornwall, 

The fubferibed Letter was read, dated *^ Paris^ Jan. 1 1 f. 

Mr Mcnlagu.'] No man doubts but that I have a re^ 
fpeft to Lord RiiffeL But at the fame time I wrote 
this Letter to the Treafurer, another was written by my 
v/ife to Lady Vaughan to admonifh her that Rouvigny 
brought no inconvenience upon her hufband. Lord RujJeL 

Sir Henry CapeL] There was no great harm in trufting 
Lord Rtiffel with matters* relating to France. He m.ay well 
be trulled in that. • . 

* The Journal fays, '^ That the maxiip, " That they, the French^ 

Lord Treafurer by Letter inform- niuft firfl diminilh the I*ord Trea- 

ed the Speaker, " That lie had furer's credit, before they could 

fent two Letters inclofcd, written do any good in England.^'* 
-by Ml Montagu, which he concei- \ His Lordfhip himfelf affirms, 

vsd to be for the fervice of the that the Houfe of Commons^ 

Houfe." The firfl of thefe Let- would not permit thefe Letters to 

ters gave notice of young Rcuvig- be read. See his Memoirs, Vol. IL 

nfs journey into England, and his P. 23^. But the contrary is affert^^ 

prartices among the Malecon- ^^^j iAxJohnRereJby, and is confir- 

tents ; and the lall, among other med both by thefe Debates and 

things, mentioned old S^OHV^g^/^ by the Jour^ials of the Houfe. 
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Sir Tbc^-.ias Lee.] This L,c:ter is much for your fervice, 
Ir lliov's you plainly, that McKtr.gu did you fervke laft 
nighr •, for \:,y tlicfe Letters produced tp-day, Montagu 
has done his duty to give the King an account. And 
lliis has fj.'lcn out fbrtuna:ely for this noble Lord. 

L:.iv- R/{/JeL j I defy any man aliye to charge me with' 
any dealing with the French. My adlions here have 
given fufBcient tcliimony to the contrary. 

Sir l^ViHicim Hichnan.] I cannot agree tq entering thefe 
Letters into the Journal, be.caufe Lord Rujfers name is 
ufed in them j unlefs, at the fame time, you enter his juf- 
tification. 

Sir Robert Howard.'] In fome Letters we are called, 
^' The fcum of the Houfe \* and in thefe, '' Malecon- 


tents." 


Mr Bennct.] I hope that Montagu will give the Trea- 
furcr thanks for producing this Letter j the greateft 
kindnefs he could do him ! 

^vc Robert Saii'ycr,] I would read the Letter; people 
may fufpcdt clfe that it is worfe than the other. It is 
pbjefted, " That it is not figned.'* You have read all the 
Letters of the Plot unfubfcribed ; you have allowed that 
it is your Member's hand— !f you read it not, he may lif 
under a great fufpicion. 

Mr Montagu.] I dciire the Letter may be re^d with- 
out a Queftion. 

The Letter was read, viz. ** Rouvigrty hopes the Kine fo firnj 
for Peace, that the Trcafurer will not lead him into a War with 
Franci — Barillonh bufmefs is to get the marjcet as low is he 
can, &;c." 

Sir WilHnm Coventry,] I colleft by the Letter, that 
Mcrttagu informs thcTYeafurer, " That i2«f/r;^»y*s journey 
was to gain upon Lcrd/2^/, and other Malccontents of 
the Court." We are all witnefffs for this poblc Lord, 
of his deportment to the Fra:cb intercft. 

Mr Montagu,] An Ambaffador's bufinefs is to fend in- 
telligence, and I fent what ! could get. 

Sir Tkar^as Clargcs.] The AmbaflTador was {o abuftd 

bv that great man, who aded for the French ^t the Ca- 

' ' ' bal. 
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J)al, and fpoke againft them at his table, that we find the 
/efFefts ; for at the beginning of March the Secret Council 
%vas held at Lord 5/ Albans^ s chamber. There goes 
a ftory, that a young fellow, who turns Gipfey, cannot 
jcome before their King unlefs he fpeaks their gibberifh— • 
He muft cant, elfe there is no being for him at Court. 
Montagu has ferved the King well, and I would have the 
Thanks of the Houfe given him for his great care of the 
Nation, 

Siv Charles fFheelcr.] It is plain in that Paper, that 
the Treafurer did what he could to advance War with 
France. Pray read the words of the Letter. 

Mr Montagu] All that Ambaffadors write for news, 
is not Golppl. I give not thefe Letters in, as certificates 
of the Lord Treafurer's, for other Letters will fhow the 
contrary. 

Sir Richard temple.] .In the latter part of the Letter, 
ycu will find that Montagu is very ready to get you 
Money for a Peace. 

Mr Powle.] The Treafurer ipoke againi\: France at his 
table, for his own oftentation. AH I can fay is, you may 
obferve who has been the fole manager of affairs — Nei- 
ther Secretaries of State, nor Lords of the Council. And 
refleft, whether they have been well managed by the 
Treafurer, whether a real War with France was intended, 
jand all things to your fatisfadtion. Then you may know 
whether to thank the Treafurer, or impeach him. 

Mr Montagu,] I neither defire nor deferve the Thanks 
pf the Houfe for what I have done, for all was but my 
duty. 

Colonel Titus,] I am very well content that Montagues 
Lero-Ts fliould be printed, as well as thofe of the Trea- 
furer, and fee which will fell beft. The King of France 
did never deferve fuch a character from the Treafurer as 
he gives him. The King of France did mifapprehend 
the Trs^afurer — But what Evidence could he give greater 
in this Plot ? If the King of France be angry, or think 
himfelf ill ufed by the Treafurer, he is as ungrateful a 
man as ever Jived. 

Mr 
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Mr Peregrine Bertie.'] Titus told me, this morning, 
*' That what made him fo againft the Ti;eafurer was, be- 
caufe he paid him not his 4000 L that the King owed 
him.'* 

Colonel Titus.] It is true what Bertie has f^d. An4 
it is a great inftance of the Treafurer's impartiality, that 
he ferves all men alike. But I do not fay he has ferved 
all " women" fo. I was ^ Bed-chamber-man, and of the 
Council of the Plantations ; and I had 500/. per annum 
for each — ^And on the Treafurcr's fingle authority h? 
paid me not a fartliing. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] Here was Money given for a 
War with France, and here is a Peace made, and fix miU 
lions of livres yearly to be given for i?:, to prevent the 
meeting of the Parliament. This is plainly. 

Lord Cavendifi,] I was not afraid of the Treafurer for 
a War, but to raife an Army to fright the French to give 
us a greater fum of Money for a Peace. Thefe Letters, 
that the Treafurer has produced, are either to recriminate 
upon Montagu, or to juftify himfelf. What Mcntagu 
fays in his Letter was intelligence only, what Rouvigny 
came into England about. As to that, whether the 
Treafurer be a friend to France — We ought rather to go 
upon what is under the Treafurer's own hand, than Rouw 
zigufs negotiation, which Montagu gives as intelligence 
only. 

Colonel Stroud,] I would have Montagu give you an 
account of the whole thing, and then he can tell you 
Vv'ho broke the Triple League — He tranfacted the whok 
thing. 

Sir J-VipMm Coventry.] It is manifcft that the Trea- 
furer relies not upon thefe Letters for his defence^ nor 
for any man to make a charge againft your Member 
upon thefe Letters. I fee it is to no purpofe for you to 
/it with thefe Letters in your hands -, therefore take fo 
much confideration of your health, as to adjourn. 

yiv SoWicxtor lVinni?igton,] We are beholden to the 
Lord Treafurer for fending us thefe Letters, to fortify 
you in what you did lait night, I know not any 

farth« 
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farther ufe of thofe Letters, unlefs you would aflc the 
Treafurer any queftions. 

Serjeant Maynard.l The bufinefs of the Impeachments 
pf the Lords in the "Tower is now impending. And your 
Committee will be iftreightened in time, and Chrijtmas is 
coming on, and then the Term— And whilft you hunt 
this one hare, you will lofe five. 

Mr Powle.] That which gives a tendernefs to enter 
fhe Letters into the Journal is, that there is mention 
made in Montagu's Letter of Lord Rujfel to be tampered 
with by the Arribaffador Rouvigny -, fo at the fame time, if 
you enter Lord Rujfel's juftification, we fhall all be foi* 
pntering the Letters, viz. " Th^t he has had no undue 
praftice or dealing with Rouvigny ^nor any indireft praftice 
againft the King or Kingdom." 

Mr Montagu.] My wife and family at Paris were 
laughing at Rouvignfs project, of doing France any fer- 
vice by his relation to that noble 'Lord. 

Sir Robert Howard.'] To enter a dark paraphrafc upon 
this noble Lord's aftions into the Journal, I am noc for 
It. The world will talk otherwife of him. I would 
now adjourn. 

Sir William Coventry,] It is prefled that thefc Letters of 
Montagu!^ Ihould be entered into the Journal. Yefter- 
fiay the Treafurer's were entered, becaufe we voted an 
Jmpeachn^ent upon it. We are all convinced that Lord 
Ruffcl is mod remarkable in his afFeftions to the good of 
the Nation ; and I would now adjourn. But if not, pray 
pur the Quefticn, *' Whether in thofe Letters that the 
Trearurcr has produced, there is matter of Impeachment 
againil Montagu^ 

"Mr Swynfin.] The Trealurer, in his Letter to the 
Speaker, fays, " He has fome other Letters to make his 
defence ;" but only fends you thefe Letters, and no 
manner of intimation that he will fend them •, but rather 
an implication that he will not produce them in his de- 
fence. You are not fhowed v/hat ufe Gentlemen will 
make of thefe Letters, nor the Lord Treafurer neither. 
The bed vindication you can itiake the noble Lord (Ruf- 
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feU) is, (lightly to return the Letters from whence they 
came. 

Sir Robert Sawyer."] By this Letter, you fee the French 
were in pain for the fitting of the ParUament. Thig 
caine from France^ and that is my main reafon for enter- 
ing it, that the world may fee how the whole feries of 
affairs has been carried on. Whether you enter them or 
not, thefe Letters Vv^ill be feen without doors. Therefore, 
1 would order them to be entered, and adjourn. 

Colonel Titus J] Thefe Letters were, doubtlefs, brought 
in, with fome defign againft your Member, (Rujfel,) It 
is plain, that in January iaft, the Lord Treafurcr was 
the French King's enemy, and in March he was his friend. 
All we here very well underftand Lord RuJfeVs charafter. 
— But how after ages may underftand it, I know not. 
Therefore I am againft entering the letters in thQ 
Journal. 

They were not entered. 

Saturday^ \Oecanber zi^ 

On the Lords altcn.tian of the place in the difbinding Bill 
froi/i ^* the Chamber oi London^^ to '^ the Exchequer/' 

Sir The, Littleton.] It is not now the Quettion, " Whe- 
ther the Mciicy fhall be placed in the Chamber of Lon- 
don^ or he Exchequer," but whether thq vital Privilege 
of this Houfe, the fundamental Privilege of this Houfe, 
ih ill be given up. It is not now, " Whether the Exche- 
quer, or Chamber of Lcndon^ &c." but whether you will 
give up the right and conftitutions of Parliament, the 
very vitals of Parliament, viz. " That the Houfe of Com- 
mons have power to place the Money they give.** 

Sir John Ernly.] If it be granted that no circumftance 
of place can be in a Money-Bill, u\x)n the Divifion of 
the Houfe, I would not have gone out for placing it in 
the Exchequer, and not in the Chamber of London. Sup-^ 
pofe you ftiould fend up a Bill, Src. to put the Money into 
your Serjeant's hands, canno: the Lords difpute it, if it 
be a thing that may be difputed ?— Suppofe you ratQ the 
I.ords at id. a-piece — They may rate rfiemfclves-^unlefs 

you 
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vow would have the Bill fall. (Some criedj " Let it 
talir) . 

Sir PFUliam Coventry.'] You are told hyErnlj^ " That 
a Tax-Bill fell in the Lords Houfe once, upon their 
lowering your rates upon foreign commodities, &c.'* But 
that fhows that you maintained your rights. In the Bill 
for fhips, the Lords would have their fliare in taking the 
account of the Money, how laid out. *' That the Com* 
ipons fhould have the account,'* was part of the condition 
of the Grants aiid the Commons would not agree the 
Lords any Ihare in it — And you had it. 
; Mr Waller.'] This Pebat3e is not orderly/ But all this 
.may be faid at a Conference with- the Lords, -an^' that is 
orderly. ' . , 

Sir William Coveniry.] - For- rafolution qf- Wkeeler^s 
queftion, the Parliament did, feveral times, recognize 
the Queen, in QuecA Elizabethh time, and Km^James*% 
time. It might be- reafonably fuppofed, that no man 
would oppofe the Queen's or the King's titl?; but the 
form of the thing required a Queftion to be put. 

Sir John Taliot.] Here is a Debate that arraigns all 
thofe that went out upon the Queftion formerly, of ** the 
Exchequer and Chamber of London^ &c." I am not for 
delivering up our power to the Lords— But this kind of 
taxing the Lords is but of late, within the memory of 
man. It was not in former ages fo; the way was by Sub- 
fidy •, the Lords and the Clergy by themfelves, and 
they might add, furely. But if we have gained the point 
upon the Lords, let us know it, and then we may make 
ule of it in its feafon.' 

Mr Powle.] When Littleton f^w there was a miftake, 
he endeavoured to rectify'^it, not to fall into the fame 
jniftake again. The monthly Tax may be new, but the 
form of the Commons Grant is old. We niay fee it in 
Lex et Confuetudo Parliamenti^ though it is not under any 
wTitten Law, and never denied to be the right of the 
Commons. 

The Speaker.] When you have given Money, the 
condition cannot be altered. If you have the right of 

giving 
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giving Money, fliall the. Lords tell you how you Ihail 
give the Money ? The Lords have right of Judicature, 
and Ihall you tell them how they Ihall judge ? 

They difagreed alfo with the Lords in this Amendment, viz; 
« John Birch, Efq;" inftead of " Colonel BircL'* . 

Colonel Birch.'] I am the weakeft and meaneftperfon 
in the Houfe ; but that the Lords (hould think me fo 
weak, as to be degraded and difbanded^ from having 
aflumed that name ib long here !-^And after being " a 
Colonel^*' not only under due I ^aw^nd Authority, but by 
having a regiment alfo ! Wh^n I waited on the King at 
TVorcefter, I faw very few there befides myfelf. 1 was 
ready to have my Commiffion there, but I was not fatis- 
fied that they would fight, and fo I went away. I had 
Lamberfs regiment given me to command, when General 
Monk deckred for a free Parliament ; ahd I held it till 
the King came in. And in May, when the King came 
in, I had a Commiffion from General Monk, by virtue 
of the King's Commiffion to him as General; Befides 
that, r have another Commiffion out of the Chancery, 
and another out of the Exchequer, with the title of 
" Colonel,'* and feveral other additions — And when all 
is done, I am as ready to be difbanded as any of thefe 
new " Colonels," and I am as much " a Colonel," as 
any of them. ^ 

Few of the Lords Amendments were agreed to. 

The Articles of Impeachment againft Thomas Earl of Danhjj 
Lord High Treafurer, &c. were reported, &ci by Mr SoUicitor 
JPHnnington *• 

Mr Sollicitor PFinning^ofu'] By Order, I am to acquaint 
you, from the Corpmittee, " That they thought it their 
duty, before they delivered the Articles, to look after 
prQof of them : And the Committee have found proof 
fufficient to make them good. They have had but a 
fhort time for drawing them up •, and the Committee is 
informed, that other Articles will come in, and in Im- 
peacliments there is always a faving for farther Articles,** 

* The Journal fays, ** by Mr mUiam:* , 

Colonel 
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Colonel TitusJ] I defire there may be fuch an addition 
as the SolHcitor moved for, becauft I have it from Mem- 
bers, that you will fuddenly be apprized of very confider- 
able matters farther. It is faid by Temple^ " He would 
have you proceed in thefe Articles, in the fame method 
as in the laft Impeachment againft the Treafurer. And 
that is, not to call in Witneffes till you had voted ouS 
all the Interrogatories." " • 

Sir Edmund Jennings,'] This is a matter- not to-be 
jeflted with. Thefe Articles are of a high nature, and 
if made good, and the pcrfon guilty of them, he will de- 
ferve no little punifliment. Now whether you will think* 
fit to take this Information from the Committee, without 
farther grounds ? I think it not for your honour". • The 
Committee could not be found out where they fat, and 
all Gentlemen here are on equal reputation, and if the 
Committee tell yoti -they have inducements to believe the 
Articles, and (how you no proof, they may, at this rate, 
impeach whom they pleafe. You are told of " the Trea- 
furer's treating with the King of France for fix millions 
of livres, &c. and the matter not to be communicated 
to the Secretaries/* But I muft bbferve, that there are 
other letters from Montagu^ " That Rouvigny was to 
Gome over to break the War, and to propofe Money for 
that end — And Montagu did not doubt, by his endeavdurs, 
to get double Money, and defired the Treafurer ta ac- 
quaint none but the King with it*" Now thefe Letters- 
of Montagu's preceded thofe of the Treafurer in time. 
If it be a crime to tranfaft affairs without acquainting 
the Secretaries, it is no lefs a criitie \n Montagu. And 
if fix millions be a crime,* &c. in the Treafurer^ it is alftr 
a crime m Montagu to get twelve, and not communicate 
it to the Secretaries. If it be a crime in one, it is in 
another. 

Sir John Knight.'] It is regular now to be voted, 
** Whether there is ground of Impeachment in thefe Ar- 
ticles,'* and now they come to invalidate them. 

Mr SoWickorJFinnington.] By your own Order, ^u 
are poffefTed Qf the Impeadiment, by the Articles the 

Committee 
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Committee had Order to draw up, arid the fubjedl-mAt- 
tcr is in purfuance of your Order to the Committee; 
That Letter, mentioned, of the Treafurer*s Xjo'Montagu is 
not an Article of Impeachment ; it is only Evidence of 
an Article. If you proceed as has been moved, the mat- 
ter will be infinite, and no man will be brought to judg- 
ment. 

The Speaker.] Regularly, you are to read the firft 
Article, and then the Queftion is to be put, ". Whether 
you will impeach upon that Article." 

Sir Charles Wheeler.'] If the fault can be taken off from 
the Treafurer, and laid elfewhere, it is a fair way of pro- 
ceeding — And of that you need not go to King JoM% 
time for Precedents. 

Mr VaughanJ\ What was faid, the other day, of King 
John *, is no Precedent, but an example. And I hope 
if Gentlemen do thofe aftions which were done in King 
John^s time, they will receive the fame punifhment thofe 
perfons had then. 

The Speaker.] No doubt but you will be fatisfied of 
the Article before you vote it an Article. 

Sir Thomas Lee,] Search the Journals, and fee the cafe 
of the Duke of Buckingham^ and you will find, that hik 
fervants and relations were voted to withdraw, and not 
vote in his cafe. I would have it fo now in the Trea- 
furer's cafe. (Upon Sir John HanmerV faying^ " That 
Mr Montagu ought to withdraw.) 

Sir Robert Sawyer.] Read the Vote and the Order, 
and then you will fee whether the Committee has pur- 
fued that Order. You muft fee whether thefe Articles 
are a ground of the Impeachment you refolved, whether 
made out by tliofe Letters, or no. The faft muft be firft 
ftated ; otherwife it is impoffible to give a Judgment^ 
whether it be Treafon, or not. To pafs a Judgment fub- 
ftantially, I will not truft my confcience with any Com- 
mittee. When that is done, one or two Gentlemen, at 
their perils, are to undertake that there are Witnefles to 
prove it. Read tlie Vote, and the Order to the Com- 

* See p. 35?. 
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uiittee, and then fee whether, out of thofe Letter^, or o- 
ther matter, the fadt is Treafon, or not. 

Mr Montagu.'] Becaufe it was urged that by my. Let- 
ter I was the occafion of the fecrefy of the tranfaftion 
with France^ I will fho w you an Order from the Trea- 
furer for it, before I wrote that Letter. 

Mr Bennet.'] Before he (hows any Letters, go on upon 
the Queftion, '* Whether this Article be Treafon, or not." 

The Order to the Committee was read. 

Serjeant Maynard.'] I cannot fpeak to fo many hares 
on foot at once. The Committee that brings in the Ar- 
ticles are not obliged to undertake the proof of the Evi- 
dence out of the Houfe ; that is, to undertake that other 
men fhall believe it. And therefore that matter mud 
' be in filence ^ you will elfe let go the five Lords in the 
Tower. 

Sir Edmund Jennings.] There is no defign of impeach- 
ing Mr MontagUy but only, " That there is no fulScient 
ground for the Committee to go upon thefe Ardcles.'* 

Sir John Ernly,] I remember the Articles againft Lord 
Clarendon. The Queftion was then, at the Committee, 
*'' Whether Papers fhould be brought in without being 
figned, or no." You would not undertake the proof, 
but believed that perfons would. The Articles v/cre 
brought into the Houfe, and undertaken to be proved. 
Some of them at the firft reading were concluded, by the 
Long Robe, not to be Treafon -, and then it was faid, 
'' Treating with the King*s enemies was Treafon." My 
Lord Chief Juftice Vaugban faid, " It was not Treafon, 
^ unlefs done contrary to the King's confent ;" and then 
Lord Vaugban undertook the proof of it *. This Com- 
mittee calls this treating with the French " traiterous \* 
there can be no Treafon without a Traytor. This is a 
fanguinary thing, and it is every man^s foul and confci- 
ence that muft anfwer this at the great day. If the nature' 
of the thing bear it off, I am not againft it •, but I would 
be fatisfied in it, as well as the Committee. . 

• SeeVoH. p, 35,6. 
Vol. VI. Bb Sig 
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Sir Richard Te77iple.'] To Order. You had fafts be- 
fore in Lord' Clar'e?jdon's cafe. If the charge be brought 
within doors, it is undertaken by fome Members to be 
proved, if witnefles will Hand to it. The Evidence muft 
either be immediately before you, or Members mull un- 
dertake the proof of it. 

Several complained of " the fecret fitting of the Committee, 
not being to be found." 

Mr V/iiliams^ Chair-man of the Committee.] The for- 
mer day, you fat till ten o'clock at night, and the Com- 
mittee of Popery fell, and could not fit. But as to the 
fitting of this Committee of Impeachment, I will give 
you an account where we fat ; but it is not to gratify par- 
ticular perfons, but at the command of the Houfe. 

Sir '"Ihcmas Clarges.'] The Committee, not being or- 
dered to time or place, are not obliged to either, and 
they may meet where tlicy pleafe, and they have no obli- 
gation upon rhem. 

Mr Harbor d,'] I would have Mr Berlie*s words written 
down, 'iz. " Tliat the Committee has put a flur upon 
the Ijoufe*," and " that the Committee did fit in holes." 
Lord Cavend/J/j.'] Thofe who except againft the Com- 
mittee, were not of the Committee, who would come only 
to fpy what v/e did. God forbid that the Treafurer*s 
life and eilate fhould be in danger by what we did at the 
Committee ! But if v/e are in danger of our lives and c- 
ilates, by his means, I would have him give an account 
cf his aftions to the Public. 

Sir Richard Temple:'] No Committee can be appointed 
but muft have time and place appointed. 

H'lY Hcnrv Qypel takes him to Order.'] No place is ap- 
pointed, if j'ou read your Order, you \viil find it fo. 
A Committee ordered to draw up a Bill has no place ap- 
pointed. And the Committee to draw the Impeachment 
againJl the five [..ords in the Tower has no place appoint- 
ecL But as to *•' fitting in holes,** the Committee had 
their liberty to fit where they would, and they had no 
Oj'dcr for pltiec. 

Mr 
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Mf Powle.] It is frequent to appoint Committees, 
./without appointing time and place. I came into the 
Speaker's Chamber, where I faw a great many Gentle- 
-itien, who, 1 believe, came not thither to farther the 
work. But when I faw they met not there^ I v/ent to 
view the Journal for the Order, and I found the drawing 
the Impeachment referred to two particular perfons ** 
I fearched for them, and found a full Committee, 

Serjeant Maynard.] There is a Committee for drawing 
up the Impeachment, and that excludes not others from 
coming to it. But when you go farther, and fay, *' two 
particular perfons fhall take care of it," they may meet 
where they pleafe. I would adjourn this Debate now, 
arid appoint the Committee time and place. 

Sir Thomas Lee.] Put any oneQiieflion, what you will, 
to proceed and not lole time. If you void this, all the 
proceedings againft the five Lords are void too. That 
Committee proceeded by the fame fteps. But confider, 
the Lords can proceed upon no judgment in this Im- 
peachment, till they have all the Evidence before them : 
- ' And that will fatisfy any Gentleman's confcience, that 
our proceedings here do not judge the Treafurer. 

Sir fVilliam Covenhy,'] t^am ferry we fpend fo much 
time to fo little purpofe. Two perfons were to take cafe 
of drawing this Impeachment, and this is in the nature 
•of drawing a Bill. If twenty are named of the Com- 
mittee, it is intended that the whole twenty muft draw the 
Bill : But it is not to be brought to the Houfe without 
the approbation of a convenient number, to avoid con- 
fufion •, elfe you will never have any Bill drawn. If this 
Committee have obferved thefe fteps, they are right •, if 
not, they are not right, and regularly to be reproved. 
• Mr U^iiliams.] I fhall fpeak to matter of faft. The 
Committee agreed to the place of meeting, feven or 
eight of us, before you left the Chair. 

The Speaker.] I will ftate you the right cafe. You 
direft your Committee to draw up Articles, and when 

* It was particularly recommended to the care of Lprd Ca^mdijh 
and Mr IViUiams. See tht JournaL 
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they report what they have done, it is regular to fay, 
'' It is done by the authority of the Committee." 

Mr IVilliams.'] Six or feven of the Committee agreed 
on the place, which was at my Chamber in Gra/s-Inn. 
Fifteen had notice of it, and nine were at the place*. 

Mr fFalkr.] They faid, " They named the place of 
meeting," and I doubt whether it be a Committee, if no 
place be named by the Houfe. This is in vita bomms^ 
and upon this occafion there have been fuch grofs miftakes, 
that you yourfelves have reftified what was amils. I 
love union, and I could have wifhed that union againft 
the (fommon enemy. The King and we are agreed a- 
bout the Popifh Lords. When we come to perlbnal 
things, then come in perfonal inclinations and averfions. 
When men appoint their place of meeting, and the 
Houfe appoints none, then begins the inconvenience. 

Sir Charles HarbordJ] In the great Bill of Popery there 
was no time and place named ; but in other things there 
muft be. But for their " meeting in holes" they are to 
blame, and the Chair-man muft give you an account 
of it. 

Sir John Talbot, ] You now know where the meeting 
was. I ftand up for your Order's fake, npt to fpend the 
whole day in this Debate. Exception is taken to the 
manner of the meeting of the Committee, and that your 
Order is defcftive. The Orders, in cafe of a Bill, are dif- 
ferent from this. The Houfe then has debated the heads 
and refolved them, and then they are put to two or three 
Gentlemen to make the coherence of what you have a- 
greed. But this Committee has ftamped the crimes 
upon the thing, which they ought not to do. I have 
i'een IVilliams pafs Votes, when in the Chair, when the 
Committee has refcinded what was done. This Com-* 
jnittce being clandeftine, it may be they have not done 
their duty ; for they have ftamped the crime already 
upon tlie Articles, which they had no authority to do. 
'1 herefore J move, • "- That the Articles may be recom^ 
mitted." 

^ The whole Committee was twenty-two. 

This 
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This was feconded by Serjeant Maynard. 

The Speaker.] No man, by the ancient Rules of the 
Houfe, is to be of a Committee of a thing he is againft, 
but yet his prefence is not excluded. You are to keep 
to that point before you, viz. " Whether the Comn;iittec 
has proceeded regularly in what they have done." Ano< 
ther Rule of the Houfe is ; when the Reporter ftands up, 
Ije is to be heard before any man elfe. 

Mr Williams. '\ Eight of your Committee, were prefent 
when the Articles were drawn, and they met this morn- 
ing in a full Committee, in the^Speaker^s Cliambet^ and 
made fome alterations, and adjourned to the inner Court 
of Wards. 

The Speaker.] That there may be no mifrepeating 
now, and no mifreporting afterwards, let any. two agree 
on a Queftion, and I will put it. 

Mr Bellingham.'] I will make you a Motion. Let 
the bed friend the Treafurer has in the Houfe propofe a 
Queftion, and I am for having that Queftion put. 

Mr PowleJ] I would not have the determination of 
the Queftion upon you, Mr Speaker, left you be chi4 
for it. I would have it the Queftion and Opinion of the . 
whole Houfe. (refle£ling.) 

The Speaker.] I know not what that means, " of be- 
ing chid for doing my duty here." If any chide me, I 
will chide them again. 

Sir John Bramjione,'] What would you recommit? 
The Paper was never committed •, but I would have you 
name time and place for the Committee appointed. 

Sir Courtney Poole feconds Bramjione. 

Sir Edmund Jennings.'] If the Queftion be, " Whether 
the Articles ftiall be recommitted," let the Queftion be, 
" Whether the Impeachment of the Lord Treafurer fhali 
be recommitted." 

After divers variations of the Queftion by the Treafurer^s 
party, for they could not agree amongft themfelves what Quef- 
tion they would have put, this was the Qiieftion : ** Whether 
the Articles of Impeachment againft the Lord Treafurer Ihall be 
recommitted j" which pafled in the Negative, 179 to 135. 
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The .firft Article againft the Lord Treafurer was read, and is 
as follows :" That he has traiterowfly alRimed to himfelf Regal 
Power, by treating in matters of Peace and War with foreign 
Minifters and Ambafl'adurs, and giving Inftru£tion^ to his Ma- 
jefty's AmbaiTadors abroad, without tommimicating the fame to 
the Secretaries of State, and the reft of his Majefty's Council, 
againft the cxprefs Declaration of his Majefty and his Parliament; 
thereby intending to defeat and overthrow the proviflons which 
had been deliberately made by his Majefty and his Parliament, 
for the fafety and prefervation of his Majefty 's Kingdoms and 
Dominions." 

Mr Peregmte Bertie. ] Before you go to the Queftion, 
I would have fome of the Long Robe fpeak to this 
Queftion. 

Six Charles Wheeler .1 The Qiiefticn is, " Whether you 
will apply this Article to the title of " afiliming of Re- 
gal Power, Sec.'* and " \Vhether the Treafurer aflumed 
it, or no." If he aflumed Regal Power, that is Ufurpa- 
tion, and whoever affumes it is guilty of Treafon. In 
Lord Clarendon*^ cafe, every Gentleman that brought in 
an Article faid, " He could prove the thing." The Ar- 
ticle fays, " He aflumed Regal Power." The Letter to 
Montagu was by the King's command ; he does it. Now 
liow can a m.an fay, " that he aflumed Regal Power, and 
obeys Regal Pov/er ?" Now having voided conftrudHve 
Treafon by the cafe of Lord Strafford^ our Liberties, 
Lives, and Eflates are at flake in it. 

Mr Vaughan,'] As nothing can flow from" the Crown 
that is unjuit, fo nothing that is unfafe. At the fame time 
that you are raifing an Army for a French War, here is 
one treating with the French for Money for a Peace, and 
contriving to lay afide the Parhament for three years ; and 
this is the prcfent cafe before you. 

Sir Charles Harbor d,"] The Treafurer is to make good 
the King's command for what he did, in his defence, 
when he comes upon his Tryal. But you fee plainly that 
he treats for the Peace, and the Money, and you know 
nothing of the King's command for him to do it. 

Mr Finch.'] What I ftiall fpeak to* is, whether the 
word " traiterous" fliall Hand in the Article. Impeach- 
ment 
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ment muft be for a crime, but the nature of that crime 
is the Queftion. In juftice to yourfelves and poftcrity, 
I would not have you aggravate the matter beyond its 
due nature, againlt Law. I know not by what Law in 
the world that encroachment upon Regal Power is not 
Treafon. I would have the matter of faft made out by 
the Long Robe. 

Mr Powle.'] I commend the refolution of Gentlemen 
in not dipping their hands in blood. And fo I hope we 
fhall be all clear of that, when we come to give an ac- 
count to God, at the laft day of judgment. I think, in 
the Treafurer's Letter, he fays, " He does it, &c. by the 
King's command." No man certainly is fo void of fhame •, 
but he would entitle the King to it. No man has autho- 
rity to treat of thefe matters, &c. but virtule officii^ or by 
Patent from .the King to do it. No verbal Order froni 
the King can authorize it — This is no part of the Trea- 
furer's office — Look on his Patent, and you will find that 
he is only to look after the Treafury ; he is not to meddle 
with foreign affairs, and none are to treat with Ambaf- 
fadors but by the King's authority under the Seal. If the 
Treafurer has any fuch authority, I fuppofe he will pro- 
duce his Letters Patent in his defence. At the time 
that you gave the Poll-Bill to be employed in an adtual 
War againft France^ the Treafurer ftipulates for Peace 
with the French King. I know not how he can juftify it. 

Sir John ErnlyJ] 1 know not what authority the Trea.- 
furer has to treat, &c. But was not the King a Mediator 
in the Peace ^. how could you expeft it ^ War was never 
made for War's fake — I doubt it will appear, that the 
Spaniards might have had better terms, if there had not 
been other engines on work •, and I doubt not but Mr 
Montagu can fay much to that, and in honour and juftice 
he ought — that the Treafurer was never for France^ nor 
of that fort. If the King was a Mediator, and could not 
treat with France for JPeace, it is ' ftrahge — But we had 
aftual War with the French in Flanders. The Treafurer 
has done nothing but what he had authority for, And if 
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it be a crime, Montagu treated for it, and would have had 

double the Money propofed. 

Mr Montagu.l When the time comes Ifhall fay what is 
true, as to the Lord Treafurer. And if I be to blame for 
what I have done, I will fufFer the itnk of the Houfe. 

Sir 1 locmas Higgins.] I never knev/ but that the King 
could give authority to treat about Peace. It is the 
wifd^m of the Gofpel that bids us feek Peace. The ad- 
vantages of Peace depend upon circumftances, or changes 
cf our enemi':*s. 

Sir Henry Ford."] I make no queftion but this firft Ar- 
ticle, if proved, is very applicable to the title. But I 
prefumc there is fome farther proof of it than this Letter. 
It is faid, " If the perfon that fo treats, &c. be qualified 
by his Place or by Patent, that it is not Treafon." But 
till I know whether he has or no, I cannot give my Vote. 
I fhould be bold to afk the Committee a Queftion, 
" What proof they have had?" It is the fame Queftion 
you aflied- the King, in your Addrefs, when Montagu^ 
Cabinets were feized, &:c. " Whether upon Oath ?*' 
They have no power, as a Committee, to examine upon 
Oath •, but fome of them are Juftices of Peace^ and may 
examine, &c. I move to know the proof of this Article, 
and fo I fhall in every one. 

Mr BennetJ] Ford has come near the matter. He a- 
grees the Article to be Treafon. And if the Treafurer 
has a Patent to treat, he may in due time plead it ; but 
we are not condemning him. 

Sir George Downing. '] As to the office of the Lord 
Treafurer, if you take it for a thing you can maintain, 
that the Lord Treafurer is not to give inftruiftions to 
AmbafTadors but by virtue of a Patent, you will be mif- 
taken. It was very ordinary, when I was abroad, for o- 
ther Minifters to fend inftruclions from Lord Clarendony 
and other Minifters to fignify the King's pleafure. 

Mr Sacheverell.] In this I will appeal to die Gentlemen 
of the Long Robe. Great ftrefs is laid upon the words 
" affuming, encroaching, or ufurping Regal authority." 
I would knov/, whether treating Peace and War ^thout 
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the King's confent is Treafon ? For that making Peace 
and War is'in the King, no man will deny. I prefume, 
that to treat of Peace and War againft the King's de- 
clared fenfe in Parliament, is Treafon, elpecially as ex- 
prefled in the latter end of the Article, when it is' in 
danger of the King and Kingdom. I woula have any 
of the Long Robe anfwer that. 

Serjeant i^^^/<?>'.] The Queftion is not of matter of fadt, 
whether this Article be true or falfe, but what you will 
denominate the thing. 25 Edw. III. enumerates Trea- 
fons* — And what is made by this Parliament forpreler- 
yation of the King's Perfon — All other Treafons are out 
of doors. Thofe made in Qiieen Elizaheth\ time were 
temporary, and now all is comprized in 25 Edw. III. — 
Thofe words in the Article of " encroached to himfelfi 
Regal Power," are not within that Statute. *' Regal 
Powers" are often afligned to particular jurifdiclions. 
Some Courts have power of naming Juftices of the Peace, 
and mifdemeanors of thofe Courts are not only punilhed 
by ^0 Warranto^ but in the Exchequer alfo. Raifing 
of War is depriving the King of his Imperial Crown and. 
Dignity. Where it concerns a perfon's blood, we ought 
to be tender ; but, without doubt, this Article is a high 
Mifdemeanor, and we can punifli for no more than the 
crime is. I am very doubtful whether thefe crimes be 
within the Statute of 25 Edw, III. I would have the Sta- 
tute read. Treafon at Common Law this offence might 
be, but that was endlefs, and fo the Statute of 25 Edw.' 
III. was made. 

* The offences declared to be in his Realm ; gliding them aid or 
Treafon by that Statute are thefe : comfort in the Realm, or clfe- 
** Compamng or imagining the where; counterfeiting the King'i 
death oFthe King, the C^een, or of Great or Privy Seal , or his money, 
their eldeft fon andheir ; violating or bringing counterfeit money into 
the King's o^npanion, or the the Kingdom ; killing the Chan- 
King's elded daughter unmarried, cellor, Treafurer, or any of the 
or the wife of the Kiag's eldeift fon King's} ullices in their Places, ^nd 
«ul heir ; levying War againft the in the execution of their Office.'* 
King in his Realms or ocing an Statutes at large, 25 £^xy. III. 
Adherent to the King's enemies 

Mr 
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Mr Vdughan,'] We have, at the beft, but a fad and 
melancholy bufinefs before us. No man's greatnefs and 
authority, but, if great and unjuft, aggravated the ill he 
did, being in power to do good. I am not of opinion 
that this Article is Treafon, either by the Statute of 25 
Ediv, III. or Judgments, which is called Common Law; 
but the Parliament may declare it Treafon. Thofe that 
are equal inconveniences to King and State are to be 
made Treafon. Delivering up towns to the King's ene- 
mies, without being driven to the utmoft diftrefs, was 
not Treafon, but judged in Parliament to be Treafon. " 
Jchn I?f2per:al's cafe, who was Ambaflador of Genoa — The 
killing him was not Treafon, but becaufe it was a high 
diihoncur to the King to have a foreign AmbafTador 
killed in his Kingdom, it was in Parliament judged Trea- 
fon. Now the Queftion is, whether this Article be e- 
quivalent to that cafe ? It is the greateft thing that can 
be done in difhonour of the King, to fow fedition in the 
Kingdom — When a War was declared in Parliament, 
and Money given for it, and at that time to ffipulate 
Peace with the King's enemies ; — it was enough to fet the 
Kingdom on fire. Inhere is no meafure to know the King's 
meaning, but by his revealed will — The King, by his 
Ac5l of Parliament, declared War againft Prance^ and 
this man then treated for Peace, and no greater dilpa- 
ragement could be to the King than to become a Penfioner 
to the French King, and fo great a fum to conic into 
England from the French mufl: balance on the French 
fide. I have delivered my opinion. 

Mr Williams, '\ By Pedlefs opinion, he agrees that this 
is Treafon at Common Law. The Stat, of 25 Edw. III. 
alters not the Common Law, only as to the judgment of 
Treafon in the inferior Courts, but alters not the autho^ 
rity of Parliament. The Parliament is not bound up, 
but may declare Treafon. 25 Edw. IIL touches, not 
this matter at all ; but you cannot create this Treafon, 
that was not fo at Common Law. This being ^Oy you 
may declare it by this Impeachment, and the Statute of 
25 Ed'ii\ Hi. hiis no influence at all. Now I will come 

to 
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to the nature of the thing — Compare Trealon with Trea- 
fon — Take the cafe in fad: as it is before you : A Treaty 
with' a foreign Prince againft an Aft of Parhament! 
Can any thing be more heincfus, or touch the King's 
Crown and Dignity more ? To imagine any thing againft 
the King's Crown and Dignity with overt aft, is Trea- 
fon. I am of that opinion, till I am convinced by bet-r 
ter judgments. 

Sir Richard Te^nple,'] All Common-Law-Treafons are 
taken away by the Statute of i Mary. Declaratory power 
in Parliament could extend no farther than to what was 
Treafon at Common Law, &c. 

Sir Harbottle Grimjione.'] The little I have to fay, is 
in anfwer to the great deal faid by Temple. As to the 
bufinefs of Treafon, I agree with Pedley, but more with 
the Statute of 25 E. III. There are certain Treafons not; 
mentioned within that Statute — It muft be agreed, that 
they were Treafons before then — What does that Sta- 
tute confine? It does only the inferior Courts. The 
omnipotent power of Parliament takes cognizance noto- 
rioufly of circumftances, for the terror of others, and wq 
.have precedents of men dead and rotten, and yet the Par- 
liament has made their memory rot to pofterity ; they 
have been taken up and buried under the gallows. 
When Judgment of Parliament was for a War with 
F.rance^ and the people werepofTeffedof it ; when the King 
and the Parliament declared a neceflity of a War with 
France^ and the Parliament was raifing money for an ac- 
tual War ; for any man then to treat for Peace ! 'When 
once confidence is broken betwixt the King and his peo- 
ple, nothing tends more to the deftruftion of both, and 
they are the wbrft of men that have brought us to this 
pafs, that we have no truft at home — We are then a fit 
prey for the French, I do not condemn this great Per-- 
Ion before-hand, but it will reft upon the Houfe to make 
this Article good. I fay, it was Treafon at Common 
Law before the Statute of 25 £. Ill, and this is a power 
referved in Parliament by 25 £.111, to declare it Trea- 
fon now. If he has a Pardon, you may go on with the 
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Impeachment, notwithftanding. If he has a Pardon, 
let him plead it. I would not have him hanged with his 
Pardon about his neck. Compare this Article with the 
particulars enumerated in that Statute, and you will find 
this offence as dangerous as any enumerated there. 

Sir John Bramjione.] You have matter of faft before 
you, and out of that arifes matter of Law. Will you 
take the part of the Letter againft the Lord Trealiirer, 
and not the part of the Letter for him ? The Letter 
fays, " He was commanded by the King to fignify fo 
much to Montagu ;" and never was there any War by 
Aft of Parliament to lafl: for ever ; the King muft treat 
for Peace in time of War. I fee no crime at all in the 
Treafurer, in this matter. If it be a crime, I will be 
bold to fay, that the crime muft be Felony before you 
can declare it Treafon. If Impeachment only be fuffi- 
cient, what need was there of an Aft of Parliament to 
attaint in Lord Strafford's cafe ? I believe you have no 
power to declare that Treafon which was not Felony 
before. 

Sir Thomas Meres.] The Gentleman makes a miftake 
in the point. I agree that nothing can be Treafon, but 
what was Felony before. But this is Judgment of Par- 
liament. It is put upon the difficulty of retrofjpeft Laws ; 
but this is no retrofpeft. He may be guilty of that 
Treafon at Common Law, but not tryable zx. Wejimnfter^ 
Hall: It muft be declared by Parliament — If thcle 
be Treafons at Common Law, they arc afleep, and none 
can awake them but Parliament. In Lord Straffor^% 
cafe, the "»^ trahetur in eocemplum^* y^zs inferted, that the 
Judges Ihould not talce example, by that Judgnjent of 
Parliament, to judge Treafon. Lord Chief jufticc 
Vaughan^s argument, when he fat here, in Lord Clarendojf^ 
cafe, was fo ; I affirm it. 

Serjeant Maynard."] Whatever Vaughan underftood 
it, I know not. I hear now great difcourfe of Treafon, 
but I would have any man of the Long Robe, or not of 
the Robe, define Treafon — Only it is the puniftimcnt of 
a traytor. Coining of Money, corrupting the Qucen*s 
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chaftity, &c. Now under what common Genus^s do 
thefe come ? It is a dreadful judgment. It muft be a 
crime, clfe you cannot make it Treafon, Men muft 
fprefee what will he done ; it muft be referred to Parlia- 
ment if doubtful. I hear it faid, " That it muft be Fe- 
lony before it can be declared Treafon." i H. IV, in 
cafe of Appeals — one Lord challenged another to combat, 
and the King might graixt it. i/. VIII. Statute cuts out a 
cafe, but takes not the authority from Parliament. In 
1397, John Hall was fent over to Calais^ by R. 11. and 
they ftifled the Duke of Gloucejler with a feather-bed, and 
the Lords gave Judgment of Treafon, i H. IV. and that 
was but a Felony, and done beyond the fea. To fub-* 
vert Religion, and coin a fhilling is Treafon ; to kill one 
Judge, &c. is not a greater Treafon than to kill all the 
Judges. In every Nation one power is fupreme. In 
England the King, Lords, and Commons, i HAV. the 
Commons are petitioners to the King for matter of right; 
they are demanders for Juftice. I will not enter into the 
queftion how far the Lords can go. Such a cafe may 
come as defcryes as heinous Judgment as any of the Trea- 
fons of 25 E. III. If any man take Money to betray 
his country, or take Money here for his Vote, I would 
have him have Judgment before the Lords and you of 
' Treafon. , If this be the cafe, and the Treafurer has done 
it by command of the King — the Law denominates Pa- 
tricide *; no Law for it. When men exceed the Laws 
in wickednefs. Laws muft be made to meet with their 
crimes. This cafe of War with the French King, &c. 
and Money given by the Parliament for it, and a private 
Council treats with the French King for Money for a 
Peace; there may be circumftances that may mitigate it — 
But for a particular Minifter to divert the King's intentions 
by Law — It is but a monftrous opinion that great crimes 
fliould go unpunifhed. As to Lord Strafford^s cafe, in 
divers things he had exceeded ; Sir Henry Vane took notes 
under his hat, at a private Council, of what Lord Straf- 
ford faid, viz. '• That the Parliament had denied the 
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King Money, and that the King ftood loofe and abfoli^- 
ed, &c. and might fend for the Army out of Ireland to 
reduce his rebellious fubjefts in England.'** This and 
other things mixed together were declared Treafon in the 
Long Parliament, 1641. The Houfe of Lords went 
upon another way. I diew that Provifo, " That this 
Judgment upon Lord Strafford fhould not be drawn into 
example •/' elfe liberty had been given to the Judges to 
have judged Treafon accumulative. Therefore this fhould 
not be drawn into example, but the Judges fhould hold 
to the Statute of 25 £. III. But I am not fatisfied in this 
Article, to be declared Treafon. 

iVIr IValler.'] Pray look into the A6t of Repeal of 
Lord Strafford"^ Attainder. I differed from them then 
in the Attainder, and I do a little now — You will not 
make a Treafon of imprudence — But there is the matter, 
whether the King commanded this. Mens regis is mens 
legis. That which you are to go upon is de jure. Firftj 
determine that tins man treated without the King's Or- 
der. And next, how if he did it with his Order. 

Mr SoUicitor Winj'iinpon.'] I \.-ill not fhow the ftrength 
of my voice in what I fay, but^ as well as I can, of my 
reafon.- By 25 E, III, when the Nation was well fet- 
tled after the Conqucft, then they confidered where that 
great truft fhould lie in point of adminiflratioh of Juflicc 
againft extraordinary offenders. That of the 12, 14, or 20 
E. III. were Treafons ; but becaufe many other Treafons 
which the Judges fhall not judge, are not there declared^ 
yet it takes not away 1' reafon at Common Law, to be 
judged in Parliament. That Statute of i £. Vl. and i 
Mary takes carc that no Treafon fhall be for the Judges 
to declare, but only luch as is made Treafon by 25 E. 
III. but not Treafons at Common Law* But becaufe great 
men are too hard for tlie Common Courts of Law, and 
are apt to forget their duty in their Places, they incroach 
fometimes upon Royal Power, anil take the Prerogatives 
infcparable from Regal Power to themfelves. It is faidi 
'' That what this Lord 'did -vas by the King's com- 
mand." Let him plead that in his defence, upon his 
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Tryal. But it is not imaginable he fnould, when a few 
days before the Aft was pafled for the Poll-money for the 
French War, &c. when we had the greateft aflurance, 
, Royal Aflent to an Aft, that the King Ihould give prir 
vate Inftru6tions in contradiftion of that Aft, is not a 
thing to be imagined of the King. In the Bill of At- 
tainder of Lord Strafford^ " ne trahetur in exem'plum^^ was, 
that the Judges, by that Bill, Ihould not learn from 
thencei a new Treafon, to judge in their Courts by it. 
*' Not to draw it into example,'* is to be underftood cum 
grano falls. As no man living is more tender of blood 
than I am, fo I would do as I would be done by. And 
if that had been praftifed by the Treafurer, this Impeach- 
ment had never been — Taking it for granted that this 
is dubitable, whether he had the King's Command ox 
hot, it is our duty to impeach him -, in one way you may 
mils the offender, in the other way he may have juftice. 
If the Lords judge it Mifdemeanor only, you have ajuft 
ground to take the help of the Law, when enormities 
arife from great men. I hope they were never too great 
for Parliament, and I hope never will. 

Mr Finch,'] The Qiieftion is, Whether the word 
** traiterous-' Ihall (land in this Article. I would not 
have Gentlem.en aggravate this matter. I fay pofitively, 
that, without ufing your declaratory .Power in Parlia- 
liament, this Article is not Treafon. We are little ob- 
liged to thofe learned Gentlemen to put us upon thofe 
explanations of Treafon, to be fnares to ourfelves. With- 
out fuch a ne trahetur^ &c. all the Judges mull, for the 
future, judge fo. And you have opened a gap to all the 
Judges, &c. if you declare this Treafon. There are no 
acceffaries in Treafon, all are principals, and you may in- 
volve the noble Gentleman, Mr Montagu^ in it. It is 
faid, " Several Gentlemen have known this fome months 
before,*' and if this Article be declared Treafon, that muft 
be declared Mifprifion of Treafon. I cannot agree with 
the learned Gentlemen about Treafon at Common Lawi 
They know how many fnares there are in that Common- 
Law-Treafon, which does not only limit the Judges, but 
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Parliament itfelf. That Statute fays, " Treaibn, or 0- 
ther Felony ;" fo it muft be " Felony" at leaft before it 
can be declared " Treafon." i H. IV. Hall killed the 
Duke of GlouceJieTy &c. and the killing John Imperial 
were declared Treafon, but the offences were Felony firft. 
I would have any man tell me whether ever any thing 
was declared Treafon that was not Felony before. The 
Statute I E. VI. and i Mary plainly repeals that power 
declared and expreffed in 25 £. III. 

Sir Harbottk Grimjlene.'] This Gentleman is altogether 
in a miftake. What he fays is riot applicable to the cafe 
before you. He fays, " it is dangerous to declare that 
Treafon which was not Felony before."— ?*<?^tf» down to 
Order by 

Sir Henry GoGdrick,'] " Traiterous defign" in the Ar- 
ticle, is the brand for doing the thing. It will require 
great time to reduce this thing that the Trcafurcr is 
charged with— From the time of the Prince of Grangers 
Marriage there were great hopes of that Marriage. But 
the States grew to a diftruft of the Prince from the Lo- 
veftein party (that came from France.) — ^In Afontapfs 
Letters fome of the Parliament are called, " Malecon- 
tents'* (and in French they are called ** Rebels in Huih 
garyy**) to carry on the old defign. It is our duty to 
fupport Monarchy — I move ^' That the word " trai- 
terous** may be expunged out of the Article 5 and that 
^' Mifdemeanor" may only Hand.** 

Mr Powle.] No man denies, that the declaratory 
power of Treafon hy 25E. III. is in Parliament j but it is 
objefted, " that it was taken away by i £.VI. and i Mary 
&c.** Thofe Statutes took av/ay only all fuch Treafons 
as were made fince 25 E. Ill ; but not the declaratory 
power in Parliament. The Statute of bariilhing the 
Spencers is printed under the name of Exilium Hugenis \ 
*' I. They encroached to themfelves Royal Power, tak- 
ing the management of all affairs upon them.** *' 2. 
They defeated good Laws that were made.** ^'* 3. They 
took upon them putting perfons out and into Offices; 
particularly putting in'Judges not converfant in the Laws 

of 
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tof the Realm." ^(Some called out " So was Baron 5^r//>, 
the Treafurer's brother-in-lav/.") The King and the 
Realm are named diftindt in that Statute ; and for thefe 
offences they werje banifhed. In the i ith of R. II, the 
Duke of Ireland and the Archbifliop of York — Lords ap- 
pellants, &c. and the Commons joined in the Judgment : 
They were judged upon Irnpeachments, relating to the 
King's houfe, &c. and the Kingdom -, fending Letters to 
the King of France under the King's Seal. The Duke of 
Ireland raifed the Cbefloire men, &c. and this was judged 
** levying War againft the King." Thefe are the fpe- 
cial Articles which were judged Treafon. But there is 
one cafe beyond all difpute*^i7 R. II. Sir John Talbot 
conlpired the death gf the Duke of Lancajier ; which was 
judged Trealbn — But that offence, unlefs judged Trea- 
Jfon in Parliament, was not fo much as Felony before* 
12 '//!?». VIII, Richard Rofe^ Cook to the Bifliop of 
Rocbejler^ put poifon into the pot of pottage which his 
Lord (hould have eaten. It took no effed upon his Lordj 
but upon the poor people that were ferved with it at the 
gate •, which was judged Ti*eafon. The Holy Maid of 
Kenty Elizabeth Barton^ faid, " If the King took not 
Queen Catherine again, he Ihould die, &Ci" which was 
declared Treafon in her and all her accomplices— ^But I 
would be tender in not letting Trealbn loofe too fre* 
quently, left we know not whom it niay devour. Here 
is no determination of the thing. Every man has his 
Vote arid Reafon. I wifli it may be otherwife. But now 
I have told you my Reafon how I fliall giVe my Vote in 
the Houfe. 

Serjeant Crooke.] The times of R, II. were troubled 
timeS) but all thofe Judgments were repealed. Before 
that excellent Statute of 25 £. III. there were varieties of 
Treafons, as they were judged -, but all Judgments, after 
that Statute, were in Parliament, but generally offences 
declared Treafon ' were Felony before. The offence of 
the Bifhop of Rochejler's Cook, in poifoning the poor 
people, was Felony before. The great forty Articles 
againft Cardinal IVolfey were not proditoricy but ended all 

You VI. C c m 
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in Praemunires and moftly they were for caufes ccclefiafli-" 
cal. But as for binding fupreme Power in future Par- 
lian^-ents, without doubt. King, Lords, and Commons^ 
may dp it. But whether p'odilcrie — That makes the 
Judgment Treafon. The cafe of Lord Strafford was 
levying of War, &c. and that was alleged then, and 
t^crd Clarendcns cafe — When there are other crimfes that 
do lirengthen the offences. There is not one declaratory 
cxcrcife of that power in Parliament, fince i Mary^ And 
if i cannot be fhown any, I move that the word •* trai-* 
terous" may be left out of the Article. 

Mr Levefon Gower,] I would not provoke the Kingy ' 
by tins way of proceeding, to govern by arbitrary Power 
and an Army. I would know why the Committee have 
not difpatched the Articles againft the five Lords in the 
Tcwer^ that they may be tryed. (He was called^ by mairf^ 
to the Bar,) 

Sir lljcrfias Lee, ] I will give Go^jjer fatisfaftion why the 

Committee has not dilpatched the Articles againll the 

live Lords. The fright of an Army not to be diibanded^ 

v/hen there was an Act of Parliament and Money given 

fur it, has haftened this Impeachment againft the Trea- 

furer. The leaving the word ** proditorie** out of this 

Article, is like leaving "-' ftlonke^^ oait of an Indiftment 

of Felony. If you leave out the word *^ traiteroufly,'* 

the reft of the Article will prove but pepper and vinegar 

fauce for roall beef; As was declared in the cafe of Sir 

Samuel Bcwnardifton^ for the malfelance of the Sheri£fin 

making a falfc Return. 

The Qiiefcion being put. Whether the word ** traiterous'^ 
fiiould {land in the firfl Article, ^ivjohu Lovither and the Com- 
piler* were Tellers for the Yea's, 179; Lord Latimer and Mr 

Ccke for the No's, 144. 

Little was faid to the fecond and third Articles f- 

• The Journal fays, that Sir formof Government, by dcfigon^ 

Jchn Leather and*" Mr Maf^ to raife and keep up a ftanding 

were Tellers. Army;" and " That he hadat- 

t^ The fubflance of thefe two tempted to hinder the meeting of 

Articles was, " That he had en- Parliaments.-" " . , 


deavoufcd to fubvcrt the ancient 
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Article 4, " That he is popifhly affeiled i and hath trai- 
ierpufly concealed (after he had notice) the late horrid and 
bloody. Plot and Confpiracy contrived by the Papifts, &c/* 

Mr Bennet,] This is only the difference between Cole- 
man and the Treafurer, that Coleman dealt with the King 
.of France^s Confeflbr about Money to bring in Popery^ 
and the Treafurer dealt with the French King's Minifters 
for Money. The confequence whereof was a {landing 
Army an(i Popery. 

("The Speaker faid privately to fome of ^j, '' That .the 
/Treafurer was no more popifhly affefted than he was ; 
on his confcience.") 

Lord Cavendijh,'] There is ground for this Article, by 
tvhat you have heard from Dr tongue at the Bar. 

Sir John Ernly.] From the 14th of Auguft t.o Sep tent- 
ier the Plot was not concealed, but was under the more 
privacy for better finding it out, by the King's command 
and the advice of Dr Tongue. 

M,v'Harbord.'\ That Gentleman, Ernly ^ knows that he 
"has fighed feveral Perifions toPapifts, by the Tr*eafurer's 
tDrder, and you yourfelves Ihall fee the Records of vafl 
Jfums paid in Penfions to Papifts. 

[Refolved^ That the Lord Treafurer be impeached upon this 
Article, 143 to 119-] 

The reft of the Articles were not much contended •. [And 
Sir Henry Capel was ordered to carry them up to the Lords oil 
AIonday,'\ 

Monday y December 234 

Sir John Ernly brought the following Anfwer from his Ma- 
jefty, to the Addrefs about Mr Montagues Papers, viz. " That 
his Majefty has font feveral Letters he had received, to give you 
fatisfaftion in that matter, to be read in the Houfe, and returned 
him back again." 

The Speaker.] If you deliver the Articles at a Con- 
ference with the Lbrds, the Managers are to open them, 

• The fubftance of the two re- fervices, to the amount of 23 1 ,602!. 

toauiing Articles was', " That he in two years :" And " I'hat he 

had walled the^Kii^^ treafurc, had procured for himfelfconfider- 

and ifTued out great fums of money able gifts and grants.'* 
for unneceiTary penfions and fecret 

C c a Article 
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A fticle by Article, as the nature of the Articles require!!. 
If they be delivered at the Lords Bar, your Meflcnger is 
to tell the Lords, " That you have a charge of High 
Treafon, &c. againft the Earl of Danby^^ and then read 
the Articles. And then defire the Lords, " That he may 
be fequcftered from his attendance in Parliament^ and that 
the Lords would be pleafed to put him into fafc cuf- 
tody, &c." 

The Letters the King fent were then read by the Speaker^ and 
were to this efFedl : 

*'^ Nimeguen^ November ^^lb']%.^^ Without direftron. •* The 
Swcdijh Anibaffador Olivccrans began his vifit with the difcourfe 
of the Plot ; and that the defign was not only againft the King, 
but againft all Proteftant Princes, and no way to prevent it, but 
by making Peace — He doubted Montagu ; for that about a year 
rnd a half ago, he held feveral Conferences with the Pope's Nun- 
tio in France ; that he had it from the Swedijh Ambaflador 
there, and the Maft:er of th^ houfe where he lay. That there 
was a Marriage there depending between the Duke of Orleans*^ 
daughter, the King's niece, and the King of Stain, If the King 
did rcfiedl upon former directions, he might know whether MoH" 
togu did negotiate it by his older, or not. The time this was, was 
about a year and a half ^go, May 1677 — He knew nothing of 
the matter, but in twelve or fifteen days he could know. I write 
not to the Secretary of this— I have obligations to Mr Montagu 
and my Lord Chief Baron, and it is a regret to mc to mention 
Mr Montagu. I am, with perfect refpcd, and under the greateft 
obligations, &c/' 

This Letter has no diredion, and is 

3odv. 


The Spe.ik-^r/ 
fubfcribed by no 


TlyeAnjwer. '^ The King never entered into any fuch Treaty, 
and Mo?it£/gu had no inftrudtions to treat of the faid Match. It 
will be an acceptable fervice, if Oldenplank can diicover the mat^ 


tcr." 


Another Letter: " Nimeguen^ December 3, 1678. I hare re^ 
ceiv -d the lift of the Officers in the Popifh Plot. The Abbe 
de Sures had a Conference three or four days with Montagu i 
When his friend hath a cypher, he fliall know^ &c/' 

Mr Montagu.] If I v. as ever in the Abbe ^ 5i^m'$ 
houfe in all my life, I will forfeit my head— He is a com- 

mon 
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mon news- monger, I proteft, I was never alone in a 
room with the Pope*s Nuntio. in my life. If it be prov- 
ed, I will forfeit my heacj. I defire that my Boxes and 
. Cabinets may be opened, and my Papers viewed^ and I 
will fubmit to his Majefty*s pleafure. 

Colonel Birch.] I am not fond of Oaths and Protefta- 
tions •, but when Montagu tells you *' his head fhall go 
for it, if ever he was in the Abbe's , houfe," he has faid 
enough. Let the King enquire into it, if he pleafes. 
The whole thing went otF without any farther Queftion* 

[An Addrefs was ordered to be made to his Majefty, to defire 
him to have a greater regard and care to the fafety and preferva- 
tton of his perfon.] 

[In the Afternoon Sir Henry Capel reported, That he had at- 
tended the Lords with the Articles of Impeachment agahift the 
Lord Treafurer i and U4d delivered the fame into tl^e hands of 
the Lord Chancellor.] 

[Adjourned to] 

T^hurfdajj December 26. 

Sir yohn Trevor reported from Newgate the Exattiination of 
Mr Prance^ concerning the murder of Sir Edmundhury Godfrey *; 
and added : There were fome particulars in Prance's confef- 
fiont> which the Committee thought not for the fervice of 
the Houfe to report, becaufe they related to the Lprds in the 
Toy^er. 

* The Committee of Secrecy him with a handkerchief. That 

had been ordered to examine him afterwards the body was carried 

the day before. into Dr Godden^s lodgings,-(w]iere 

t Pr««f^ was a goldfmith, who Hdl lived) and. after having been 

wrought for the Queen's Chapel, moved backward^ and forwards 

apd the fubllance of his depofi- into other rooms, above four days 

tionwas, " Thsit Berry (the Por- and niglits, was carried out in a 

ter of Somer/ei' Houfe,) Green, (Cu- fedan, Odober i6, about twelve at 

fhion-man to the Chapel,)^ G^r- night, and left in a ditch near 

rard^xid Kelly, (two/r//2?Priefts,) Primrofe-HiU, with his Iword rua 

and Hill, (fervant to Dr God- through him by Gerrard himfelf, 

den, who was Treafurer of the that he might be fuppofed to have 

Chapel, and the moft celebrated been his own murderer." This 

writer among the Papifts) wheed- was in a great meafure confirmed 

led Sir Edmundhury Godfrey into by Bedlo^y and on their evidence 

Somerfet- Houfe, OSloher 12, about Green and Hill were condemned, 

nine at ni^ht, under pretence of and executed i^<?^/-r//2ry 21, as was 

appeaiing a quarrel ; whe^e, near ^crrs. May 28. ^They all three 

the Queen's flables, they fuddenly infilled on their innocence to the 

threw him down, and ilrangled lall. 

C c 3 . The 
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The next bufinefs of the Committee was to take thofe five 
men whom Prance accufed. (See the Note,) Serjeant Stringer 
and myfelf went to Mr Secretary JVilliamfon for a Warrant tot 
take them, and he very readily gave us a general Warrant, 
Then we defircd the Captain of the Guard, Captain Tufton^ 
to let us have two files of muflccteers, in aiSftance of the 
Conilablc and W:itch. Between one and two o'clock in the 
morning we met feme Conftables in Durhamryardj and wc 
went to the Venetian Ambaflkdor's houfe. TheAmbaflador looked 
out of the window, and afted, *' what was the matter ?'' He faid, 
" it was the Venetian Ambaffador's houfe, and we ought to take 
notice of it \ it was a violation of an Ambaflador's houfe." 
When wc fliowcd him our authority, he was extremely refpeft- 
ful, and faid, " He v/as an unhappy man, that he had had fuch 
a pcrfon ai; Gcrrard in his houfe, but he was g9ne from him 
five or ii:: weeks before." 

Th .n v/v-* v.'cni to Somerfet-Hcufcy where we doubled the 
Guards. Serjeiini Sit in^cT and myfelf liked not to be there alone. 
Then i'jc C«Millrible's guards incrcafcd to thirty. Then the 
Conftable knocked at Lferry's door ; he was loth to come out, 
but wc feizcd him. Then we enquired for Grepi^ who lay over 
ihe Quee'.rs ilablcs, but wc were told he was a prifoner in the 
Gale-^joufe'^ but yet wo went up to find tht Irijhman^ (all the 
gallci ies (A'CT the itdblcs were full of Papifts ;) Neale and Penrud- 
dock we fcizxd, who were familiar with him ; thefe we delivered 
10 the Capt.iin of the Guard, who engaged they fhould be fecure. 
till next morr.inp. l^hcn wc v/ent to Stav.hope^Jirect^ and we 
look Lnureiise //;//» and fei:r him to Newgate, Then the Ser- 
jeant lent his Warrant to iccurc Green in tht Gate-houfe^ 1^1 
ne ihould be delivered by ajiy other Warrant. Pranu faid, 
*^ He \intv/ Ncale^ bin not PenruddcdJ'* Berry was from Whiter 
hall fent by Wai raut to Neivgate, Green is removed to NiW^ 
gate, {o that none arc miffed but Gerrcird and Kelly, Berry ^ upon 
his examination, f :ic!, *' He was as innocent as the child unborn.'* 
Hill faid fo too, and Green was in the fame ftory. And Cap* 
tain Rlcbardfon faid, " That Prance^ when he was committed^ 
had the fame excufe." 

Lord OJfory* went with the Serjeant and ntyfelf oVer the 
ftables, where there v/as fuch a crew of odd ftrangc fellows, that 
any eight or ten men would be afraid to go into thofe dark cn- 

* The Earl of Ofcry and the where the things were aded, and 
Duke of Afo/i;»o«//> were appointed to report the matter to his Ma- 
by the King to take Prance^s in- ieftv in Council. See the Report in 
formation, from ^jIscc to place Ralph's Hift, Vol, IL p. 4d8- 

tries: 
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tries: They were Irijhmen. Lord OJftry feht to clear that plape 
pf all that were not (worn fervants to the Queen, and fald, ^' He 
would have done you the fervice of aConftable in SoTnerfet-Houfi. 
And that he would alfo clear all the Houfe of fuch as are, not the 
Queen's fervants allowed by the late Aft of Parliament." 

Sir William Coventry?^ If any man doubts where the 
murder of Sir Edmundlnry (^odfrey v/2is committed, he 
has a hard faith. The Prieft faid, " That t)ie thing was 
lawful, for the good of the Church ;" and if fo mean a 
jnan as Sir Edmundbury Godfrey^ in comparifon of the 
Kv^g, " for the good of their Church," ail this is a con- 
firmation to me of the defign to murder the King. I 
wilh it were as eafy for us to preferve the King's Perfon, 
as to believe thit he is in danger. All the ufe we can make 
of this, is, to be the more earneft and zealous to preferve 
the King's Perfon, and to take a courle with thefe fort- 
of perfons. This is the great fruit of your fecret Com- 
mittee ; and I would have thofe Gentlemen inform my 
Lord Chief Juftice of the matter,^ that thefe rpen may be 
brought to fpeedy juftice. 

Serjeant Stringer,'] It has been told you, *^ That thefe 
pien deny all things they are accufed of." No time has 
been loft — The perfons have been examined this morn- 
ing. The Committee know all the perfons. They have 
Evidence given them of four Irijh ruffians, that ftiould 
have killed the King at Windfor ; and I am fure four 
IriJJo ruffians killed Sir Edmundbury Godfrey. One of the 
four ruffians went to V/indfor^ though he fays, " He 
went for liberty only to lie in Somerfet' Houfe J"^ Three 
perfons have been condemned for the Plot* •, but how 
they come to be reprieved, I know not. I ani fure, 
againft Irelandy Fenwickf, and Grove^ this perfon has 
given great Evidence. 

Sir Robert Sawyer J] I move to know, why the Re^ 

* Ireland, Groove, and Pickerings f Fenivick was not tryed till 

who were condemned December 1 7 . June 1 3 , when he was condemned. 

The two iirft were executed 7^»«- and executed the 20th. 
<70' 24, but the laft not tin il%9, 

C c 4 cor Jer 
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corder of London does not iiSue out his Warrant for th^ir 
execution. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] I clofe with that Motion. It 
was at firfl: pretended, that Mr Oates and Mr Bedlow 
were fet on, hut Prance is a Witnels of another kind. 
This Report made you is of two Ibrts •, the one, exa- 
minations from J^ewgate-, and the other, an account of 
his own tranfadlions. This is not by Order of the Com- 
mittee — The mihtary power was called in aid of the civil. 
I am forry they were fo. I would not ftand in need of 
Guards. I do not condemn it, but am willing for this 
time to excufe it. There were ways, before Guards were 
known, to fearch the King's Houfes without help of the 
Guards. We that were fo cautious of an Army and 
Guards, in our Act ! I would have nothing of this en- 
tered upon your Books, nor copies given oiit of the Re- 
port. I defire to forget it, and have it buried in obli- 
vion. The moft decent way, and, I hope, the moft ef- 
feftual, will be to fend to the Recorder, to know why 
thefe perfons are pot executed, and he will give you aq 
account of it. 

Sir John Trevor.] The account I gave you of the 
Guards is no part of the Report. But it was the fenfe of 
the Committee that I Ihould tell you of it. I would 
know, whether Littleton would have gone to SofKerfet" 
Houfe with Conftables only and club^men, and there was 
a whole company of foot in arms. I would kpow whe- 
ther you would not have blamed us, if thofe perfons we 
took had efcaped. I would have it entered upon your 
Books, " That the Guards were in affiftance of the Con- 
iiables." We were refolved, if the Trained Bands had 
been up, to have called them to our affiftance; but what 
a hubbub would that have made in their paflage by 
WhitehalU they being then upon guard in St Margaret^ 
Church-y^rd ? 

StTJQaiit Maynard.] As for fearching the Ambaflador's 
houfe, you would hardly have found a Conftable to dp 
thaf. Nothipg wa$ dpne in this, but what was ncceflary : 
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And if it had not been done, the men had never been 
, taken. There have been great providences of God in 
thefe difcoveries, beyond all the means (I Icnow) that 
have been ufed. It has not been our diligence, but God*s 
mercy, and let him be praifed for it ! There is full evi- 
dence againft Grove, as to other matter. God has helped 
ps, and I hope he will do fo ftill. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] Trevor fald, " In fuch a cafe, 
amongft fo many Irijhmen, I duf ft not have gone with- 
out Guards" — I would have gone into Somerfel-Houfemth 
the Queen's Chamberlain as freely as I would come in 
here. But there was not only Somerfit-Houfe to fearch, 
^nd the Ambaflador's houfe, but Stanht^e-Jireety that 
blind place. I did not intend, by what I faid of the 
Guards, to interrupt the bufinefs; but I would not 
have it entered upon your Books, What I faid was in 
as gentle a manner as I could. 

Lord Cavendijb.] I would have nothing of this entered 
upon your Books. • And pray let an end be of this Debate. 

Sir Har bottle Grimjione,] I think, enough has been faid 
to juftify tkc Proceedings of your Committee, and they 
have my hearty thanks for what they have done. Now 
it is moved, '^ That we fhould fend to the Recorder of 
London to know why Warrants are not fent for executing 
the condemned perfons." If there be no Reprieve fent 
to the Keeper of Newgate, I would not fend to know 
why they are not executed ; but I would fend for him 
to attend the Houfe. 

Mr IVilliamsJ] I believe there is no fault in the Re- 
corder, but in another place. Pray fend for him and 
hear him. 

[Ordered, That the Recorder of London do attend this Houfe 
to-morrow morning, and give an account why he does not ifl'ue 
out Warrants for executing the three perfons that were lately 
condemned for High Treafon. J 

Information was given to the Houfe, " That Lady Anne Chol^ 
mondeley * was invited tp the Duke of Ngrfolk's houfe to dinner 

♦ Wife of Sir Hugh Cbobnendeley^ and filler to the Earl of North-' 
amftfipf ^d the Bifliop of London* 

that 
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that day Sir Edmundhury Godfrey was murdered, and found the 
family in fome diforder s and, nobody coming to entertain her, 
flie went away." 

Sir Francis Comptonf.] I believe there is a miftake in 
my fitter's being there that day. All know our family 
to be Proteftant, and I believe my fitter would not con- 
ceal any thing (he knew. 

Sir IVilliam Coventry.'] I would not difcountenance 
any enquiry into this matter. If this Lady, or any of 
that honourable family, knew any thing worth reveal- 
ing, they would not conceal it. Therefore if any thing 
be, let ihe Committee enquire it, and digeft it for you. 

Ordered^ That [the Qucen^s Vice-Chamberlain, andj fuch 
Members of the Houfe as are Officer^ of the Green-Cloth, do 
give an account what Papifts, or reputed Papifts, fhelter them- 
felves in IVfjiuha/l, St James's^ Sormrfet-Houfey or any other of 
the King's Houfes. 

Friday^ December 27. 

Thq Recorder of London attending without, and being called 
in to the Bar, the Speaker told him the caufe he was fent for. 

Mr Recorder.] I hope I am not fo unfortunate in the 
opinion of this Houfe, as to be thought to (legled: my duty iq 
giving Judgment upon theTraytors found guilty. I did fignify to 
the King, *' That they were found guilty," and dellred to know 
his commands *. When I have the King's command by his 
Warrant, I (hall not be afraid to put that Warrant in execution^ 
and hang them all. He withdrew, 

Mr Pov:lc.'\ I am not well fatisfied with what the Re- 
corder has faid. The King having fent no Meflage, 
the Recorder might have waited on the King again, for 
a Warrant, to have known his pleafure — The thing may 
elfe hang to perpetuity. 

t Fourth brother to the Evl 1716, in the 87th year of his age, 

of Korthamptov^^ See, and dii'lin- the oldeft Field Officer in Grva( 

guil'hed (iii-:e his feher and bro- Britain, CoIIin/s Peerage. 

thtrs) in the Civil Wars. He was * The Journal fays, ** That hU 

afterwards Lieutenant General cf Majefty was pleafea to make this, 

Ilorfe, and Lieutenant Colonel of Anifwer,** That he would cbnfider 

the Ro\al regiment of Horfe- of it ; and that he ihould fulpeod 

guards, in which polls he died in execution for feme time." 

Sir- 
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Sir Thomas Lit lief on,] When there is a flop of execu- 
tion of Judgment, it muft be by the Great Seal. Upor^ 
verbal conference, a ftcp of execution of Judgment is not 
juftifiatle. 

The Speaker.] Pray fatisfy yourfelves, whether the 
Warrant for execution muft be from the King, or is from 
the Recorder. 

Sir Thomas BludworthJ] The cuftom of the Old Bailey 
is, that the King's Order is always for execution. 

Mr SacheverelL'] This is a ftrange point in queftion. 
He that has power to condemn, has power to give War- 
rant for execution, all England over. 

Sir Thomas Lee,] I would be fully informed whether 
it is the cuftom of that Court4 I believe no execution is 
done by the King's Warrant. 

The Speaker to the Recorder.] There arifes fom.e doubt 

whether it is ufual in that Court to refpite execution, till 

there be a Warrant from the King for execution. 

Mr Recorder.] When the prifoners have received Judgment, 
the perfons who have had benefit of Clergy, and fuch as are 
found guilty, are brought to the King in a paper. Then I wait 
upon the King with it, and the King, by word of mouth only, 
declares his pleafure, " That he will have fuch and fuch perfons 
executed, fuch tranfported, and fuch pardoned.** Then the Re- 
corder gives order accordingly. The King's word is his War- 
rant in this. 

Sir Robert Sazvyer.] I move that the Recorder may de- 
clare to you, whether he has waited on the King for di- 
redions. If he has done that, he has done his part. If 
pot, then give him direftions to attend the King. 

Sir Charles Harbord,] This is not a common cafe, but 
the cafe of the Kingdom. I would h^ve the Recorder 
acquaint the King. 

Mr Stanhope.] I afri much troubled at this Debate. 
Here are men condemned for confpiring to murder the 
King, and execution is flopped and refpited. It is faid 
about town, " That the prifoners have had foul play, 
and that their Evidence was not heard." But if I and 
not miftal^^n, ^ight J\ic(ges fat at their Tryal, and fe- 

veral 
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veral Juftices of the Peace, and they fay, " They never 
heard a more clear Evidence, than was given againft the 
prilbners." But it is faid here by a Member *, " That 
there is an inftrumcnt under the Seal of St Omer^s Col- 
lege to certify their being there at that time, &c/' I am 
as little for fheddi.^g blood, as any man ; but this is ftied- 
ding blood, to defer this execution. I expeft every mi- 
nute that fome mifchief will befall the King, but I hope 
every EngUJIoma'a wia die upon the fpot to revenge that 
blood. 

Sir lloomas Lee.] I obferve that, in all perfonal things, 
every thing that is amifs comes home to the King — This 
is an improper way of debating. • The proper Queftion 
is, *' Whether the Recorder has done his duty ?"Theftop 
is from him, and him only. This puts me in mind of 
fomething that fell from Mr OaSes. He told you, ^^Grove^ 
no doubt, fhould be pardoned by the Pope for killing 
the King.'* I know not but Mr Recorder will pardon 
him, it the Recorder can reprieve condemned men at 
this rate. When I fee a Reprieve under the King's hand, 
I fhall believe it, and not before. I am not for addref- 
fing the King in this matter, feeing that we had fo ill 
fuccefs in the laft we made for his fafety +, fince we have 
no appointment of accefs to him about it. The Quef- 
tion is, " Whether the Recorder has done his duty ?** 

Mr Prcdgers,] It is an obferved method, when the 
Recorder waits on the King with an account of fuch 
names of the prifoners as are condemned, and have had 
Clergy, the King orders which he will have executed 
I do not believe that the Recorder is in any fault. 

Mr Palmes.'] It is pretty evident, that there has been 
a delay of Juftice fomewhere ; and a delay in the Re-* 
corder. If it be thus difficult to bring traytors to execu- 
tion, I fear this is done by fome great intereft ; it may be 
to do what thefe m.en are condemned for. Twenty days 
have now pafTed J fince they were condemned, and no 


* Birkenhead. f See p. ^8g, 

X This is a miflake, as they were condemned the I7tli» 
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duty done by the Recorder. The King has fignified no 
pleafure, and the Recorder has not done his duty. The 
default is in the King's Officers ; punifh them for their 
fault, and trouble not the King with Addrefles. I think 
the Recorder is in fault. 

Sir fVilliam Coventry.'] The Law has fo provided, that 
feverities may be done without the King, but mercies not. 
As I apprehend the Recorder, he expefts a verbal com- 
mand from the King, and the King has fome little timfe 
'to confider. Ufually the praftice is, that the King is in- 
formed by the Judges, where the crime feems fmall, and 
yet the Law has reached it •, and where the parties are 
penitent, or there is a difcovery, and that is an induce- 
ment to the King to pardon or reprieve ; bur what I ap- 
prehended was an extrajudicial way. But if affidavits 
Ihould be received againft the Court, after hearing and 
Tryal over, that would be a ftrange thing ; if fo, that is 
a preparation to fave other delinquents, under the fame 
predicament ; and ffiould be looked upon with thofe eyes. 
I would be unwilling to thrufl myfelf into matters oif 
blood. I would flay a little' longer to confider this — I 
would adjourn this Debate to Mcndny. 

******] I do not fo much value the Repri- 
mand to the Recorder ; but this delay of execution feems 
to put a baffle upon the Evidence, as not fufficient. 

Sir Thomas Littleton.'] I think the Recorder has not 
performed Jiis duty, for it is in his power to caufe exe- 
cution to be done. And I would have that the Que- 
ftion. 

Sir Richard Temple proffering to fpeak^ Sir Thomas 
Littleton faid^] ' He has had the leave of the Houfe 
to go into the country * -, and it is an abiurd thing to 
have leave upon the Journal, and not to go. 

Sir Thomas Clarges .] For Temple to tell you, " That 
his mother is dying," and to afk your leave to go into 
the country ! — He ought not to fit here till that Order be 

* It appears by the Journal, that Sir Richard Temple had leave to g* 
y)to the country on the 23d. 

refcinded. 
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refcinded. All things ought to be moved here with tn2 
gravity that becomes this place. I move that he may 
withdraw till the Order be refcinded. 

Sir Richard Temple,'] I never heard that leave was a 
command to go. I told you, " I fent my wife into the 
country to my mother, but as fhe was well, fhe returned 
again." The Motion from Littleton is a merry Motion^ 
a Cbrijlmas Motion. 

Mr S'voyfifm.'] Whether the Recorder has done his duty, 
or is the occafion of the delay of execution, — if that 
Queftion fliould be pUt and pafled, " That he has done 
his duty," it will confirm the delay of the execution. 
The Houfc is fiifnciently poffeffed of the thing. If you 
{)ut the Queftion on his duty, and it be carried in the 
affirmative, it is the greateft blow to it that you could 
give. But this Debate may have good effeft, the Quef- 
tion not. 

Mr Powle.] I have refpeft for the Recorder ; but by 
ho means can he juftify this extraordinary jail-delivery. 
Thefe perfons to be condemned by him, and he in nine 
or ten days never go to the King to know his pleafurc 
about their execution ! — This has already bred difcontent 
in the Nation. Thofe that are the King's Officers put it 
from themfelves, and lay it on the King^— Other men 
muft not lay their faults on the King. I believe, fome 
great means have been ufed in this matter," and if you 
adjourn this Debate till Mondayy you may adjourn it 
again to another time, and have the delays repeated. 

Lord CavendiJhJ] If you adjourn this Debate a iecpnd 
time, it may be of very ill confeqiience. I will not fay 
the defien was to weaken the Witneffes, but I am fure 
the confequence of it is fo. If you do not adjourn the 
Debate, at leaft direft the Recorder to apply to thie King 
for diredUon, to know his pleafure, when thefe men fliall 
be executed. 

Mr Bo/cawen.'] To fend the Recorder to the' King, &c. 
1 never heard of that before. I would adjourn the De- 
bate to Monday^ and if execution be not done, at the Re- 

cordcir^s 
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corder'#iperil. The thing is a fad profpeft ; but to be 
unanimous, I Would adjourn to Monday. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.'l Any thing of flacknefs in this 
matter will extremely animate the Papifts. If there be 
flacknefs in the execution of thefe perfons, who fhould 
have murdered the King, they will furely imagine it will 
be to the reft of the prifoners. It will fatisfy the Na- 
tion, that we give no encouragement to things of this 
nature. 

Sir Hetiry CapelJ] I would not give this thing the af- 
fiftance of this Houfe, till th^ utmdft extremity. Your 
fei^fe is fufficiently known, and I would adjourn the 
Debate. * 

Sir ThofnasLee.'] If you adjourn to Mondc^^ the World 
Ijvill fay that to this day you are fatisfied with the Re- 
corder — And then you will have new matter to examine. 
if Gentlemen do defire it, let us take the blame of it a- 
broad upon us. 

The farther Debate was adjourned to Monday [on k divifioni 
184 to ill : But the Prorogation prevented its being refumed.J 

Saturday f December 28. 

On the Lords rcfufing to fequcfter the Earl of Danhy from 

tarliament, &c. 

Lord Cavendijh.'] The late Duke of Buckingham was 
impeached by the Commons of High Grimes and Mif- 
demeanors, and not of Treafon, yet the Commons de-«- 
fired him to be fequeftered from Parhamcnt. I believe 
that Juftice will not be done upon thofe Lords iri the Plot, 
if the Lords proceed not againft this Lord who has con- 
cealed the Plot fo long. 

• Mr Powk.] The Queftion is. Whether you will tak^ 
this matter, of not fequeftering the Earl of Ddnby from 
Parliament, into confederation, the Army being fo near 
the time of dilbanding ? I take not the Lords Reafons 
to be fo cogent, but that they may, with fome fhort con- 
fideration, be anfwered. And then I (hirll concur with 
Lord Cavendijh's Motion. 

Sir 
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Sir Thomas Lee.] This cafe is the whole method of 
Impeachment for the future — You know what became 
of the Earl of Clarendon's cafe. The Lords would not 
commit him to cuftody, and he went away, and you were 
forced to fend an Aft of Parliament after him. 

Mr SoUicitor fVinnington.'] I propofe to the confidera- 
tion of the Houfe, (with all correftion and fubmiffion) 
whether this is not a. diftinft method of proceeding from 
other Courts. This is a Court of Record, and I have feen 
the Lords Entry, which any man may take out. And 
therefore it is a proper time to proceed in it now. 

Sir John Mallet.'] The Plea to a Capias muft be, that 
he is in cuftody, and in the eye of the Law he is aTraytor 
till he has purged himfelf by Plea or Demurrer— and be 
in cuftody. He is near the Perfon of the King, and the 
not fecuring him will be a ftrange Precedent to other 
Traytors. I believe the Houfe will prove this Treafon, 
and, in the Judgment of the Law, he is ^ Traytor till he 
has purged himfelf. 

Mr Bennet.] The Treafurer, accufed of Treafon, non 
folum vivify fed in Senatum venit. This Conference with 
the Lords will put off this Debate till next day. 

SA free Conference with the Lords was deflred, sind agreed 

Monday^ December 30* 

His Majefty, in the Houfe of Lords, ipoke as follows ti 
both Houfes : 

" My Lords and Gentlemen^ 
" It is with great unwillingnefs that I come this day to tdi 
you, I intend to prorogue you. I think all of you arc witnefles 
that I have been ill ufecl ; the particulars of it I intend to ac- 
quaint you with at a more convenient time. In the mean tim6, 
I do aflure you, that J will immediately enter upon the difband- 
ing of the Army, and let all the World fee, that there is no- 
thing that I intend but for the good of the Kingdom, and for 
the fafety of Religion. I will liicewife profecute this Plot^ and 
find out who are the inftrumehts in it : And I fhall take all the 
care which lies in my pov» er, tor the ftcurity of Religion^ and 
the maijtcnance of it, as it is nov/ cftatlifhed. I have no more 

to 
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to fay to you at this time, but leave the reft to my Lord Chan- 
cellor to prorogue you *." 

Then the Lord Chancellor faid, 

^^ His Majefty hath commanded this Parliament to be prO'* 
rogued to the 4th of February next, and this Parliament is ac- 
cordingly prorogued to the 4th of February next f." 

It was diflblved by Proclamation 5'<j7;z«tfry 24 J. And in the 
fame Proclamation notice was given of his Majefty's intentions 
of calling another Parliament to meet the 6th of march follow- 
ing. 

So ended this Long Parliament, [which had continued almoft 
eighteen years, and was] the longeft that ever had been before. 

♦ This Speech is not inferted pofleflion of the office p( Secreta- 

in the Joarnal. ry of State in the rooni of Secre- 

\ Immediately after the Proro- tary Coventry ; but on his arri* 
fi^tiony Mr Secretary^/7//tf/Kr/0ff re- val he dedmed the accepting it, 
■iigned the Seals, which were deli- though greatly pre/Ted by theKing, 
vered by the King to the Earl of reprefenting to his Majefty how 
Sunderlandy though he had given neceffary it was for him to have 
hopes of the place to Sir William one of the Secretaries iti the Houie 
Temfle, then AmbaiTador in Hol^ of Commons, (where it had been 
lanJf and had called him over ufuai to have them both) and that 
ior that purpofe. But Temple^ at confequently it was very unfit for 
his arrival, found the pott filled, him to enter upon that Office be- 
the Earl of Sunderland Iiaving paid fore he got into the Houfe, which 
William/on 6000L and 500 gmneas, was attempted, and failed." 
which Temple was not able or wil- J Some think this Parh'ament 
ling to give. Shortly after, the was diffolved, on purpofe to pro- 
King diimifled the Earl of Danby, ted the Popifh Lbrds in the To^er, 
and put the Treafury into Com- and divert, if poffil^le, the roife of 
miffion. Rapin. the Popilh Plot ; or elfe to ^^ver 

Sir William Temple^ in his Me- the Duke oiTork f om the refent- 

moirsy contradifts what Rapin af-^ ment of the Commons, and the 

ferts : He fays, *' That tke King general indignation of the people, 

lent for him over from the Hague^ Kenntt^ 
where he was AmbiOSadory to take 
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From the Tear 1667 to the Tear 1694. 


Thiirfday, March 6, 1678*, 

THIS Parliament began ; when his Majefty delivered him- 
felf to both Houfes, to the following efFe£l ; 

" That he met them with the moft earneft defire that man 
could have, to unite the minds of all his fubjefbboth tchim and 
to one another : That he refolved itfhoulcl be their &uItSy if the 
fuccefs was not fui table to his defires : That he had alrtady 
done many great things to that end ; as the exclufion of the Popiin 
Lords from thtir feat in Parliament, and the execution of leveral 
men, both for the Plot and Godfreys murder : That it was appa- 
rent that he had not been idle in profecuting the difcovery of both: 
That he had difbanded as much of the Army as he could getMoney 
to do : That he v/as ready to difband the reft as foon as they 
would reimburfe him the Money they had coft, and would ena- 
ble him to pay ofF the remainder : That above all, he had com- 
manded his brother to abfent himfelf f ^ 4>ecaufe he would not 
leave malicious men room to fay, he had not removed all caufes 
which could be pretended to influence him towards Popiih 
Counfels : By which laft great ftep, he propofed to dtlcem whe- 
ther the Proteflant Religion and the Peace of the Kingdom were 
as truly intended by others as they were aimed at by him : *' For 
•if they be,*' continued his Majefty, '* you will employ yourtime 
upon the great concerns of the N ation, and not be drawn to pro- 
mote private animofities under pretence of the Public ; your pro- 
ceedings will be calm and peaceable, in order to thoie good ends 
I have recommended to you ; and you will curb the motions of 
any unruly fpirits, which would endeavour to difturb them," His 
Majefty then figniiied a hope, *' that there were none fuch among 
tliem, iiiice every man muft fee the fatal eiFe£ls of fuch animofities 
' at that time, both abroad and at home j" engaged not to give over 
his endeavours to find out what more of the riot and murder he 

* V/hat follG\vs, to the End of for fufpe6ting that the Coonfels 

thi > Volume, is erased in the were ififluenced by him. He wat 

printed Journal. fent away upon very Oiort wam- 

t Lord Danh pcrfuaded the ing, and went firft to Hdltmd^ and 

K ing to fend the t)uke beyond fea, then to BruJftU^ Burmet* 
that fo tliere might be no colour . ^ . 

could; 
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could; defired the afEftance of both Houfes in that work, fai^, 
** He had not been wanting to put all the prefent Laws in force 
againft Papifts, and declared his readinefs to join in the making 
fu^h farther Laws as might be neceflary for lecuring the King- 
dom againft Popery ; defired alfo thefr afliftance in the Supplies 
to difband the Army, as Hkewife to pay that part of the Fleet, 
which had been provided for by Parliament, but till the 5 th of the 
preceding ^une^ and the debt * for ftores, which was occafioned 
by the Poll-Biirs falling fliort of the fum which the Parliament 
gave credit for ;" adding, '* I muft neceflarily recommend to you 
likewife the difcharging of thofe Anticipations which are upon my 
Revenue, and which 1 have commanded to be laid before, you ; 
and I hope I Ihall have juft caufe to defu-e fuch an increafe of the 
Revenue itfelf, as might *make it equal to my necelTary expences ; 
but by reafon of thofe other Supplies, which are abfoiutely ne- 
ceflary at this time, I am contented to ftruggle with that diffi- 
culty a while longer, expe£Hng, for the prefent, only to have thofe 
additional duties on the Cuftoms and Excifc to be 'ppplonged to 
me ; and that you will fome other way make up the lofs I fuf- 
tain by the prohibition oi French wines and brandy, which turns? 
only to my prejudice, and to the great advantage of the French,*^ 
His Majefty concluded with recommending to them, *^ That 
fuch an eftablifliment ought to be made to the Navy as might ren- 
tier the Kingdom not only fafe but formidable," arid with fig- 
nifying, " it was hisearneft defire this fliould he an healing Parlia- 
ment, That he would with his life defend both the Proteftant 
Religion and the Laws^ and that he did expeS from them to be 
defended from the calumny, as well as danger, of thofe woril: of 
men, who endeavoured to render him and his Government odious 
to his people." What more was thought neceflary to be faid 
was left to the Lord Chancellor. • . 

After moft of the Members had taken the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy before the Lords Commiflioners, in the inward 
Court of Wards, they chofe Mr Edward Seymcur f Speaker^ 
with little or no conteft, and he was led to the Chair by Sic 
nomas Lee and Mr Hampden, (He hung hack^ ,and aSftd his un^ 
willingnefs very well,) He then fpoke to the Houfe to this effeft : 

'' No fatisfaftion could be greater to me than the honour thus, 
freely and unanimoufly to be called to the Chair. And as you 

* Tq the Eaftland Merchants. heat againft Pppery, that he was 

f Seymour and Lbrd Danhy had become popular upon it. So he 

fallen into fome quarrellings, both managed the matter in this new 

being very proud and violent in Parliament that, though the Court 

their tempers. ^>j(W9iyr, had in the nambd Meres, yet he was ch^^fen 

lait Seffioiy, ftruck in with fuch Speaker. Burnet, 
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have been fo obliging to me, fo I will be careful that your fiivour 
tend not to the prejudice of your fervice. My errors are fo 
many arguments to excufe me from this employment, becaufe I 
fee fo many perfons judgments fall into fuch miftakes as lead 
them into errors, by too favourable an opinion of me. I have 
been mafter of much better health than now I enjoy, to that I 
cannot attend your fervice as I ought. Thefe coiiuderations, I 
hope, will induce you to proceed to another choice, that your fer- 
vice may be better performed. Dangers threaten Religion and 
the State by the horrid Plot. Do not gratify your enemies by 
ftumbling at the threfhold, in your choice of me* But fincc 
you are ^eafed to fequcfter your judgments, in diia choice, rive 
me leave to prefent my excufe to the Kin^, and I hope the lung 
will have no caufe to difagree with you m any thing but your 
choice of me." 

Friday y December 27. 

The Speaker thus chofen, the Commons went up to the Lords- 
Bar to prefent him to his Majelty, where Mr S^yauur ipoke to 
this effcA : 

^^ May it pleafc your Majefly, The Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
geifes, in Parliament aflembled, in obedience to your Majefty*s 
command, have made choice of a Speaker, and have unanimoufly 
chofen me : And now I am come hither for your Majef^'s Ap- 
probation, which if your Majefty pleafe to grant, I (hall do them 
and you the beft fervice I can." 

The Lord Chancellor's Anfwcr : , 

" Mr Seymour^ The approbation which is given by his Majef- 
ty to the choice of a Speaker, would not be thought fuch a fa-* 
vour as it is imd ought to be received, if his Majcftv were not 
at liberty to deny as well as to grant it. It is an edential Fre- 
roc^'rive of the King to rcfiife, as well as approve of, a Speaker. 
This is a matter which by miitake may be liable to mifinterpre- 
tation, as if the King dia difiike the perfons that chofe, or die 
I^erfon chofen. As to the firft, there can be no doubt. They 
are old Reprcfentatives of his people, whom he hath adefire t* 
meet : an^J tLere can be no doubt of the latter ; nor has his Ma- 
jefty any r^afon to diflike you, having had great exoeriafice of 
your ::bi}i' and fervice. But the King is the beft judse of men 
anJ '.'i*i . . He knows when and where to employ. He diinks 
£t . . • e you for other fervice, and to cafe you of this. It is 
his iVi . : /'s pleafure to difcharge this chnia ; and accordingly, 
by > is I- sicfty's command, I do difcharge you of this place you 
are chofun'for i and in his Majefty's name cbmmaad the Hbdc of 

Commons 
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Commpns to make another choice, and command them to at* 
tend here to-morrow at eleven o'clock */' 

The Commons then came back to their Houfe ; where • 
Sir John Ernly faid,] I fhall propofe a Gentleman of 
experience, arid without exception,^ Sir Robert Mereis (by 
a mifiake for Sir Thomas.) 

Mr Sacheverell.] I take it to be a great misfortune, 
that, after a Houfe had made choice of a Speaker, the 
King, by any information, to promote and carry on the 
defigns of particular perfons, (hould gratify them, rather 
than this Houfe in their choice of Seymour^ &c. And I 
am the rather induced to beUeve it, becaufe no exceptions 
have been made againft Seymour in the Chancellor's 
Speech. But if it be proved that the King has always 
granted, and never denied the choice, I fuppofe the thing 
will be given up. There is but one Precedent of the 
King's denial, and that was in the cafe of Thorp. It is 
ftrange that this Houfe muft be made a fecond. I fee 
many worthy faces that were not here the laft Parlia- 
ment : And therefore I fhall fay, it is very hard, there 
having, for an hundred years together, never beenfo much 
as one excufe made by a Speaker chofen by the Com- 
mons, nor one allowance or difallowance made in Par- 
liament, that it (hould be fo now. It was ufually ex- 
cufed by complirnent, and this Parliament has compli- 
mented itfelf out of its Right. But I would not lofe a 
hair's breadth of the King's Right, nor the fubjecls. They 

• Concerning this tranfadlion the Lords Bar, but inftead thereof 

F^rg-i^zrwrites as follows: *' There he roundly told the King, ** That ' 

being a Council that night, and he was unanimoufly chofen, by the 

notice coming that Mt Sgymour - fufFr^ges of all the Commons of- 

was chofen , the Treafurer perfuad- Englandy to be their Speaker ; and 

ed the King from accepting him, chat he was refolvcd to ferve his 

to fhow his Prerogative-Right of Majefty in that ftation, fo the ut- 

rejeding ; fo that the next day, moil of his power." So that the 

when the Houfe came to prefent Chancellor, who had orders to ac- 

their Speaker, he was rejefted ; cept of his ejtcufes, now had not 

but the Houfe having feme inti- a word to fay : At laft, upon deli- 

mation that he would be rejedled, berating and whifoering, he* recol- 

ordered him, or he himfelf refolv- lefted lumfelf, and told the Houfe, 

ed, not to make the common for- &c. Growth of Popery y part ii./. 

mai apology of infufficiency, at 235. 

D d 3 arc 


4o6 Debates in Parliament in 1678. 

are enemies to the Nation, that, at this time, throw a bone 
betwixt the King and us — After all this danger and dif- 
traclion \vc are are in, miift this Houfe be made the next 
Precedent? I would not take the leaft Right from the 
King. I move, " that the: Clerk may put the Queftion 
for adjourning the Houfe till to-morrow,** arid in the in- 
terim the Records may be fearchcd for Precedents in this 
matter, and then we may inform the King how much 
this m.anner of proceeding is to his prejudice and yours. 

Mr pniliams,'] This is now a Queftion of Right. lam 
forry that our time, at the beginning of a Seflion, fhould 
be thus loft, by the flarting this Queftion. Here is a 
worthy perfon named. Sir Tkcjnas Me^res^ and we named 
and prclVntcd to the King a worthy one too. The Com- 
mons have been without a Speaker, nor was their having 
a Speaker originally from the Crown, but by the Com- 
mons — Till Hen. iV's time, not one Precedent of pre- 
senting a Speaker, &c. The Chancellor tells us, '* That 
the King's fiivour may not turn to his prejudice, &c.'* 
This being put to a Queftion of Right, we muft ftand 
upon our Right. There is nO Reafon from the Eledlors 
or the Elefted, why he ftiould be rejefted ; therefore I 
adhere to Mr Seymour. 

Sir Thomas Charges,] I defirc to inform the Houfe, be- 
caufe there ai e a great many new Members that were not 
of the laft Parliament ; that we have power of adjourn* 
inj^ ourielvcs by tlie Clerk — In time of ficknefs of the 
ST.-.-ker. it has b?cn done from day to day. Gentlemen, 
our !i' , .ind liberties are preferved by this Houfe, and 
the Pnviicgcs of it are inheritable to us. J muft inform 
you, that Mr Seymour attended the King yefterday, and 
he acquainted his Majefty with the unanimous choice of 
him to be Speaker, " and that he hoped to have the 
Ki.^g's good liking." The King faid, " He liked very 
weir the choice.'' — If fo, this alteration of the King's 
mind muft be from evil difpofed people about the King, 
who would create difcontent between the King and his 
people. The King faid once, *' He would have no fa- 
vourites but the Commons of England:!** If you will 

not 
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not think fit to caufe Mr Seymour to declare what the 
King faid to him, I acquiefce. But I move that you will 
adjourn, . 

Mr Gafroway.} I am one that have fat here long, and . 
have feen great Mifcarriages, Prorogations, and DijSb- . 
lutions. I am not afraid of it now, and I hope no man 
elfe here is afraid of it. I would not give the King of- 
fence, but not part with one hair of our Right. If you 
will not ftand to it here, you will have a great many 
things put upon you. I am fatisfied that we could not 
fix upon a fitter perfon for Speaker than Mr Seymour i he is 
a Privy Counfellor, Treafurer of the Navy, and has done 
the King very good fervice here, which makes me won- 
der he fhould not be approved of by the King. I thought 
we could not have obliged the King more. The King 
faid, " He would have no favourite but his people" — And 
thus to have your Speaker rejected, what will you think 
of it ! Pray, Gentlemen, let us fleep upon it, and let the 
Clerk put the Queftion for adjourning till to-morrow. 

Sir Thomas Lee."] I fee it is the univerfal opinion to ad- 
journ, &c. therefore I fhall fay but a little. The laft 
parliament, a little before the Prorogation, informatioa 
was given the Houfe of the danger ofthe King's Pprfon,. 
and the Houfe addrefled the King, " To have a care -ofj 
his Perfon, &c.'' The Anfwer was, "The King was then 
bufy, but we fhould have an account of our MefTage -,". 
but for three weeks we heard nothing, and we were pro- 
rogued. I take notice pnly how things grow by degrees. 
We came, up to this Parliament with great joy, apd ex- 
pedation of doing good, and now we are thus interrupter 
cd ! This being our condition, and we having Prece- 
dents plain in the cafe for us, I would adjourn till to- 
morrow, and then make a Reprefentation of the thing to 
the King. 

Colonel Birch J] I am heartily forry this has happened* 
This is an unlucky flumble at the threfhold, before we get 
into the Houfe. I came hither with an intention (God 
is my witnefs) to make this " a healing Parliament." I 
have always heard here, that it is the undoubted Right of 
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this Houfe to chufe their Speaker, &c. I have- rcalbn to 
beUeve Mr Seymour very proper for the employment, and 
that he would be acceptable to his Majefly ; but he that 
did this with the King may do more. I would adjourn 
till to-morrow, and make a Reprefentation of our Right 
to the Kins:. 

Mr Powle.'] This gives me apprehenfion that there is 
fome perfon too near the King, who is afraid of this Par- 
liament. 1 have obferved that, of late, thofe things of 
the greateft moment are done without any Council at all ; 
done in a corner. As for the Prorogation and the Diflb* 
lution of the laft Parliament, there was not one word of 
the advice of the Privy Council in it. I fear no advice 
was alked, but given for fupporting the defigns of pri- 
vate men. I have ever taken the Record to be, that no 
man was ever refufed being Speaker when prefentcd to 
the King, but for fome difability of body ; as in Sir Jobn 
Popbam^s cafe, who defired to be excufed from that fcr- 
vice by reafon of difability of body from wounds he had 
received in the wars, 2 8 Hen. VI. And lately Sir Job 
Cbarhcn, not being able to endure the employment, by 
reafon of difab.lity of body — But nothing of this can be 
objeftcd againft Mr Seymour. Muft any private perfon 
inform the King of his unfitnefs, &c. without any caufe 
afligned ? I know not what may come of it, Comip- 
tion, in the former Parliament, was complained of for 
private malice, but I doubt not but Gentlemen come to 
this with clear thoughts. I do proteft before God, that I 
think the greatnefs of the Nation is under the Privileges 
of this Houfe. A people can never heartily fupport 
that Government that does not proted: them — A flaviih 
peo. le can never heartily fupport the Government. 
Th«..fe that come after us here, if we are diflblved upon 
this point, will fpeak the fame language — I fear not Dif- 
folution. Let us adjourn till to-morrow morning, ftnd 
confult our own hearts what is fit to be done. 

Then the Clerk put the Queftion for adjourning, &c. 

Satstrday^ 
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Saturday y March 8. 

Sir Thomas Lee.'l It is now eleven of the clock, and it 
is neceflary we propofe what to do before the Black Rod 
comes ; whether you will do fomsthing previous -, whe- 
ther you will acquaint the King what we fuffer for want 
of a Speaker; or whether you will propofe fomebody to 
fay fomcthing at the Lords Bar to the King ? I move 
you to confider which you will do. 

Sir Harbottle Grimftone.] I fecond that Gentleman 
that fpoke laft. Two things he propofed ; Whether to 
fend to the King to reprefent what we fuffer for want of 
a Speaker ; or whether you will propofe Ibmebody to fay 
fomething to the King at the Lords Bar, when the Black 
Rod comes to call us up ? Some of the Long Robe, I 
believe, have taken pains to fearch for Precedents. My 
eyes are not good, and I am infirm, and not able to 
fearch. But thus much I (hall fay to the rational part. 
The Queftion is, Whether the King's approbation cf a 
Speaker is the fubftance and eflence of the matter ? For 
my part I never took it to be fo. When you wait upon 
the King with your Speaker, he is your Speaker fo foon 
as you have chofcn him, and you may lay the Mace upon 
the Table. When you go up with the Speaker to the 
Lords Houfe, you go up to tell the King, that, accord- 
ing to his direftion, you have chcrfen a Speaker. It has 
been a thing of courfe to give the King notice of the 
perfon you have chofen, that he may know him ; and we 
ftand by, and give the Speaker leave modeftly to deny, 
and exercife his oratory. If the King's approbation 
muft be the eflence of your choice, if you part with this, 
you part with all. Shall we not have the liberty to chufe 
our own fervant, fit to do our own work ? Other people 
would deftroy our work, if we part with that which muft 
enable us to do the work of them that trufted us and 
fent us hither. If any one man may be impofed upon us, 
who will not do our lyork, it may be he will put what 
queftion he pleafes, and tire you out — This I have feen 
done* I would afk any man, who has influence upon 

this 
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this adion, now we have chofen a Speaker, that he ftioul4 
be refufed ? Whoever broke the laft Parhament, without 
the defire of this Houfe, or the advice of the Privy Coun- 
cil, that man or men, that broke that Parhament, will 
break this too, to the utter undoing of the Nation. Our 
time is fhort, if you pleafe to think of it. If Symour be 
not in the Lords Houfe (as it is faid he is) or if he be 
in the country ; if the perfon be in the country and not 
here, that we fhall choofe, then let us fet up another to 
rule for him till he comes, as in the abfence of a Knight 
of the Shire that is chofen. Mr Seymour is a perfon of 
great experience for the place, and he is the fitteft to go 
on where you left off; but he being not here, let fome- 
body fit in his Chair to reprefent his perfon, till he comes.. 
And then we will offer our Reafons to the King, why 
we cannot recede from our firft Eleftion of Mr Seyinour 
for our Speaker, 

Sir Thomas Clarges.} I was glad yefterday tq find that 
moderation in this great matter. Though we were then 
fatisfied in our Right, yex, by this night's confideration. 
Gentlemen have looked over Precedents — But though 
one of the Long Robe be more proper for Speaker, yet 
there are Precedents of others that have been in that 
place. I find anciently that the Commons have chofen 
their Speaker without prefenting him to the King for 
approbation. Some have made excufes to the King, 
and.forr.e none (i Hen. IV.) and in 7 Hen. VIII. he was 
prefented before the ordinary Privileges were afked, viz, 
of Accefs to the King's Perfon, Liberty of Speech, &c, 
But it is notorious that all thcfe things were our birth-. 
rights before. But if this Argument be ufed againft our 
Right, becaufe, in refpedl to the King, we make a forma- 
lity of the King's Approbation, all our Rights will fall 
with that. This matter before us is that which. aU the 
Commons of England have a Right to, and I hope we 
Ihall not impair tl^.ofc Rights that they have entniued to 
us. R. II. Sir John Cheyney was chofen Speaker, and went 
up to the King, &c. to be confirmed. The next day he 
fell fick, and defired the Iloufe to chufc another, and tliey 

' chofc 


Debates . in ParliameHt in i6y%. 411 

chofe Borwoodj and notified it to the King that they had 
chofen him. Popham was chofen 28 Hen. VI. (a trouble-, 
fome time.) He was fick and unable to perform the office^ 
and the Commons had leave granted to chufe another. 
But there are upon Record many Speakers that have been 
chofen, and were ready to ferve, without making any ex- 
cufe. It is a ftrange thing that we fliould hear nothing. 
of this for two hundred years, and now the Kingdom is 
in danger, that this Parliament Ihould have an interrup- 
tion. I hope that, in the confideration of this matter, we 
fhall take fuch fteps as are worthy of the great truft re- 
pofed in us. 

Mr Sachever ell.'] This matter is of great importance, 
and therefore we ought to take wafy fteps in it to the 
King, that thofe who advifed him to this, may have no 
colour againft us. The firftQueftion ftands thus, " Whe- 
ther a Speaker chofen ftands good to the fervice of the 
Houfe, before he has the King's approbation ? " The 
fecond Queftion is, '' If the King can rejedt a Speaker, 
chofen by the Houfe, and quahfied ? If that be {Oj 
there is an end of your bufmefs. ift Y^xn^James^ after 
Sir Robert Philips was chofen Speaker by the Com- 
mons, he fent out Warrants for Writs, as Speaker, 
without the King's Approbation of him ; and I can tell 
many more Precedents — But perhaps we may have Pa- 
pers pinned upon our backs, as the former Parliament 
had, and be fent home. I move, that we may have fome 
Perfons nominated, of erninence about the King (though 
not Privy Councelldrs, for they have not the fole Privilege 
of carrying our Meflages) humbly to acquaint the King, 
" That the matter dehvered by my Lord Chancellor, 
in his name, is of fo great importance, that we defire 
fome farther time to confider of it : *' And then, no doubt, 
but we ftiall acquit ourfelves as we ought to do. I move 
this way, becaufe it fliould not be faid that we come to a 
hafty Refolution in fo important a matter. I move that 
Sir Robert Carr^ the Chancellor of the Dutchy, may go 
with the Meflage to the King ; and I doubt not but we 
fliall make out our^ Rights with all duty to the King. 

Sir 
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Sir Robert Carr J] I humbly move you, that the Privy 
Counfellors may carry the Meflage to the King. I was 
one, but I am not now. I hope you will dilpenfe with me. 
There are none of the Council here now, but I fuppofe 
they will be here. 

Mr Sacheverell.'] If you ftay for the Privy Counccllors, 
the Black Rod will coire to call you up, &c. and thofe 
Gentlemen of the Pri^>7 Council are not here, and then 
what will become of you ? We have fent thofe to attend 
the King formerly who were no Privy Counfellors, and 
I would have Carr for one now. 

Mr Levefofi Gower.] I would know, whether ever the 
Houfe made an Addrefs to the King when they had no 
Speaker ? I would have Sacheverell inform the Houfe, 
whether there be any Precedent of that. 

Sir William Poriman,] There is no Precedent of a 
Speaker prefented to the King by the Houfe, that has 
been rejefted : And let us make a Precedent of addreffing 
the King without a Speaker. 

Mr Levefon Gower. 1 I would have any man cite a 
Precedent, whether ever any Addrefs was made to the 
King without a Speaker ? (He /poke it rougbfyy and /eve- 
ral younger Gentlemen called alcud^ " To the Bar.'*) 

yirVaughan,'] Something muft be done-, and in this cafe 
we muft create a FrQCcdcnt primd^impreffionis. Was there 
ever any Precedent that fo many met together and did 
nothing ? It is fit to make a Precedent, when fuch a bo- 
dy of men are met together, and do nothing. I move you 
to make an Addrefs to the King. 

Sir Eliab Harvey.] Our time is but fhort, and pray let 
us not mifpend it. I will name another to go to the King 
with Carr^ Lord Rujfcl. 

Sir Chrifiopher Mujgrave,] I conceive your proper 
Queftion is, " Whether an Addrefs fhall be made to the 
King for fome longer time, &c..?'* And when that is over, 
then you are to nominate perfons to attend the King ; 
and I fliall name a third. 

Mr Powle.'] I would have the Queftion be, ** That an 
application fliall be made to the King that the Matter de- 
livered 
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livered by the Lord Chancellor yefterday is of fuch great 
impor):ance relating to the Speaker, that we defire fome 
time to confider of it.*' 

The Meflagc was this : *« That the Matter delivered by th^ 
Lord Chancellor yefterday is of fuch great importance, that this 
Houfe cannot immediately come to a Refolution therein ; there- 
fore do humbly defire that his Majefty would gracioufly be pleaf- 
ed to grant fome farther time to take the matter into confidera- 
tion." 

Ordered^ That Lord Rujfel^ Lord Cavendijhy Sir Henry 
Capil^ and Sir Robert Carr do attend his Majefty with this 
Meflage. 

Mr GarrowayJ] I propofe this to you ; Whether, if the 
Black Rod comes, we fliall not go up with this Meflage 
ourfelves ? 
» Colonel Birch J] I hope this courfe is not taken about 
our Speaker to make thofe that fent us hitherto miftruft 
us. Therefore I defire^ that prefently three or four Gen- 
tlemen may be chofen, to draw up an humble Petition to 
the King, in few words, to reprefent to his Majefly with 
what heart we came up to ferve him and thofe that chofe 
us, and in order to that we have chofen a Speaker ; and 
then hope that we may not be made a Precedent of a 
thing that was never done before, in rejefting our 
Speaker, that fo we may go about the bufinefs of the 
Nation. 

Sir Harbottle Grimftone.'] I fear that fuch a Petition to 
the King, as is propofed, may grant too much of the 
point; as that he is not Speaker whom we have chofen, 
till he be approved of by the King. 

Sir Thomas LeeJ] The thing may be fo drawn, as thaf 
we may not yield the point in the leaft. 

Mr Broome IVhorwood.^ If this be your Right, keep it ; 
if not, give it up. I have fat long enough h re to fee 
that our Rights have been attempted, and what is our 
Right I will never part with. 

Colonel 77//rj.] I think you are not ripe for any fuch 
Petition, till you have an Anfwer from the King, whe- 
ther we Ihall have longer time granted to us, or not. 

Mr 
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Mr Hampden.^ Suppofe the King makes you no Art- 
fwcr. Can you give your Country a better account and 
Anfwer of what you have done already, than that you 
were about to make an humble Reprefentation to the 
King ? I know no reafon why we fhould not go about it 
prefently ; and that three or fou? may withdraw to pre- 
pare it, let the iffue be whac it will. 

Mr fViiliams.l In this you give the King no otcafion of 
offence. This may poflibly be called " A Remon- 
ftrance." But I would not vapour with a Petition, and 
I would give no occafion of offence. 

Sir Edward Bering. 1 If Mr Seymour be our Speaker, 
we may lie under the Penalty of 500/. for afting before 
v/e are qualified, by taking the Oaths, and fublcribing 
the Tefl, &c. at the Table. I would ftay this matter 
moved for, till you have an Anfwer from the King. 

Lord RuJJil reports. That, according to command, they 
have attended the King, and his Majefty is pleafed to make this 
Anfwer to theMeflagc, viz. " I have confldered yourMefTage, 
and do confent to a farther time for you to condder, till Tuefday 
next : And as I would not have my Prerogative encroached upon, 
fol would not encroach upon your Privilege; if a third perfon 
cannot be found out for an Expedient in the mean time." 

[Debate.] 

Serjeant Streets'] When the difference was between the 
Lords and Commons, in the cafe of Sir SamuelBamardiftonj 
which you laboured under, the King found out an Expe- 
pient. That being the cafe, I will prefume to name 
a third Perfon for Speaker. (BiU be was notfuffered.) 

Mr Garroway,'] Ycu have had«a gracious Anfwer from 
the Kinicy. If in this time we have not leflened his Prero- 
gative in what we have done, we may confider fartlier of it ; 
and as long as the King Las given us time, I would con- 
fider of it, and you may confider of it. 

Mr fVilliams.] I wor.der that now it ihould be propofed 
to name a third perfon, fince the King has given you 
great time for deliberation. If you name a third perfon, 
you give up your Right. I am as ready for Mr Powk 
(named by Strjcte) as 'any man j but your Anfwer yefter- 

day 
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day from the Chancellor was about rejeding your Speak- 
er by the King's Prerogative. And will you fit down 
land give up your Right for a comjpliment ? If fo, fare- 
well chufing a Speaker for the future ! Mr Powle is a 
Gentleman of great value •, but let every man confider 
the Right of the Commons of J^ngland. 

Sir John Knight. 1 It is all one, if you name a fecond 
or third perfon ; it is equally giving up your Right 
to name a third or a fecond. Here were two in coii- 
teli, and both were equally named. I move, therefore, 
that, as the King is pleafed to give us till Tuefday next, to 
confider, &c. to chufe fome perfon, &c. that we may draw 
a Petition to the King, to fet out our Right in chufing a 
Speaker. 

IV^r SacheverelL] I am not for any Queftion at this 
time; becaufe many Gentlemen know not what was 
faid by the Chancellor to us yefterday. In this cafe, 1 
would fend to fearch the Lords Books, to know 
whether a refufal or difmifling our Speaker is there 
entered. And as the King has given you time, fo I 
would make ufe of it to fearch the Lords Books for what 
the King has faid by the Chancellor, to (hape your An* 
fwer accordingly. 

Mr Wtlliams,'] The very words were, " That the choice 
of the Commons of their Speaker was difmifled." 

Mr Hampden.'] I went to look into the Lords Journal, 
and there is no Entry made yet of any thing, but in the 
Minute-Book only ; and what you do muft be a Debate 
grounded upon that. 

Sir John Ernly.] Now you are putting yourfelves in a 
way to inform yourfelves of the Chancellor's Speech, &c. 
and now it is fo freely declared oA both fides, I think it is 
well. moved to adjourn till Monday. 

So the Houfe adjourned till Monday^ by the Clerk, as before. 

Monday 3 March 10. 

The fearch of the L9rds Journal was reported. 

Sir Tho. Lee.] I am one of thofe whom you commanded 
to fearch the Lords Journal, and, according to the Order 

of 
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of the Houfe, we went to the Lords Houfe, where we 
fearched the Journal, but we found no Entry made, but 
fome Minutes of the Lord Chancellor's Speech in a Paper; 
but the Lord Chancellor had taken the Paper to corned, 
and we fhould have them as fbon as they Were done. 

Mr SacbeverelL] Seeing you can no nothing with thefe 
Minutes, I would do fomething without them, and not 
fit dill till the Lords have adjourned till TuefJ^. Though 

1 am confident of our Right, yet at this time I would 
give the leaft occafion of ofience that might be ; and 
proceed by fuch gentle fteps as may give the King no 
caufe of offence ; nor thofe near the King, to pollHs him 
that we have done fo. I would look a little back, and 
yet put no Queftion upon it. For this reafbn, I have 
taken fome pains to look back how the Houlc )ias pro- 
ceeded in things of this nature ; and of thofe, the gen- 
tled Proceedings. This is owned on all hands, that anci- 
ently the Speaker made no Excufe, nor had the Houfe 
Order from the King to chufe a Speaker. 5 Rich. II. and 

2 Hen. IV. was the firft Excufe that was made. But I 
would take notice of one thing. Though, of late. Speakers^ 
it is true, have made Excufes, &c. yet it is as true, that the 
King has admitted them Speakers. But they have made 
none, but by leave of this Houfe of Commons. — i yames^ 
out of the Journal : Before the Speaker was approved 
by the King, two or three days, the Houfe not only 
made an Order to eledt another Speaker inftead of Sir 
Francis Bacon^ but in this Seflion i James^ the King was 

* advifed, " That Freedom of Speech, and the ufe of the 
reft of the Privileges of the Houfe of Commons, were 
€x gratia^ and not ex debito •," and the King fent them a 
Letter, " That he was fatisfied with it." But the Com- 
mons addrefled farther, by way of Reprefentarion, how 
the Ufage of Parliament had been, in that matter, in an 
humble Petition, " that their Privileges might becontinued 
by way of Di*cency, but not to yield their Right." But 
as to the matter now before us, I would only ftate the 
Cafe to the King, by way of Reprefentarion, ** how 
Ufage of Parliament has been," and wait his gracious 

I 


Debates in Parliament in i6*jZ. 417 

Anfwer ; and I doubt not but the King will fee that he 
is wrongfully informed in the matter, and will give fuch 
an Anfwer as will fatisfy the Kingdom — And I propofe 
that the Queftion may be for a Reprefentation, &c. ■ 

Mr Hampden.'] I wifti this matter was come to fuch an 
end as might give fatisfadkion both to the King and the 
Houfe. I am not yet fo clear as ftifly to aflert our 
Right, nor keep up our Claim. The King gave us a gra- 
cious Anfwer, and it took exceedingly with me, and I 
would have you acknowlege it. The Right of Eledion 
of our Speaker no man can contradift. If the King has a 
Right to chufe our Speaker, it had been mod proper 
when We were before the King. But there is no diftinc- 
tion of Privy Counfellors from others in the Houfe, that 
their prefence is neceflary when a Speaker is chofen, or that 
they muft propofe him ; unlefs they make a diftinftion of 
thcmfelves. You have now chofen a Gentleman for 
your Speaker unanimoufly j one whom you thought qua- 
lified lov the Employment, and who, you had reafon to 
think, would have been acceptable to the King. But if 
Privy Counfellors muft propofe a Speaker, and neceflarily 
be prefent at the choice ; if there be no Privy Counfel- 
lors of the Houfe, by that confequence you muft have no 
Speaker. But the Chancellor faid, " The King had o- 
ther Employment for him.*' Surely that was an extempo- 
rary excufe, for a Member of Parliament ought not to be 
employed elfewhere. I hope that, in this matter, you will 
make fuch a Reprefentation to the King, as may have a 
favourable Anfwer, and fo you may be let into the fer- 
vice of the King and Kingdom •, and I would have fome 
Gentlemen withdraw and pen it. 

Sir John Ernfy.'] You have an undoubted Right of 
Eledlion of yoi^r Speaker. It was hinted here, and con- 
firmed by pradice, " That no man was ever named here 
fpr Speaker by the Secretaries of State, or the Privy 
Counfellors, in the King's name j" for the Choice is in the 
Commons, and it is undoul^ted that the Refufal of a 
Speaker, when chofen, is of right in the King. I will 
give you the Opinion of Lawyers •, that Eleftion is in 
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one place, and Approbation in another-, as in choice of 
Bifhops. W hen a perion is named, probably he is approved 
of by the King-, it is a thing compounded, and generally 
there is fuch an intimation that he is acceptable both to 
the King and the Houfe. The King has declared, '' That 
he will not touch a hair of your Privileges j" but as 
good Lawyers as any in England are of opinion, that the ' 
King has and may difappiove of your choice. As to 
that cited, i James^ of Serjeant 'Philips^ who was chofen 
Speaker, fome things preparatory might be done, in order 
to filling the Houfe, &c. But the Broad Seal for the 
Writs was not iflued out for fome tim*e after. Afiert 
the Privilege of your Election as much as you pleafe, 
but I would make no more matter of it than to ftate the 
thing. But as to the Speaker's being conftantly approv- 
ed by the King, you have chofen a perfon that has al- 
ways been acceptable to him, and therefore he has bcci) 
always approved : As Sir Edward Turner^ and Mr 5^- 
mour twice chofen. Sir Robert Sawyer^ and Sir Job Cbarl-* 
ton were; 

Sir Thomas Lee.] Ernly has moved you for a third per- 
fon to be Speaker J but that cannot be, becaufe there is 
no fecond perfon appears ; fo that can be no Expedient. 
But what has been propofed about the Reprefentation is 
moft modeft, Ernly fays, " That in i James^ &c. the 
Broad Seal was not iffued out for fome time after i" but 
yet the Broad Seal was iffued out upon the authority of 
the Speaker's Warrant precedent. • The bcft thing you 
can do is, to leave the thing as it was before you uirred 
it by the Reprefentation. I doubt not but when you 
bring not the King in queftion, the King will let it (land 
as it did. How in the world could we chufe a perfon 
more likely to fatisfy the King than Mr Se^^mour^ who, as 
Ernfy fays, has been twice approved ? Popbam had been 
a foldier, and was difabled by his woundi for the fcrvicc j 
and there a caufe was aCigned for difapproving the choice. 
If it be the King's Prerogative to rejeft, &c. as is pre- 
tended, fuch an J. xpedicnr, by Reprefentation, may be 
found out. If you do othcrwife, you have fpesit fi> much 
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time very ill, if you prefent another Speaker, and givt 
all up. 

Sir Thomas Clarges.] No nonclaim6r, no difufer, can 
take away Right of Parliament, becaufe all the people 
have an intereft in it. A Borough compkins, " That they 
have Right of Eleftion of Members of Parliament, but 
it has been difufed:'* T^he Speaker thereupon fends his 
Warrant to the Clerk of the Crown to iffue out a Writ 
for Eledtion, &c. As for the opinion of the Long Robe, 
&c. they may eafily be miftaken in this matter, though 
they be very learned in the Law, for they are not verled 
in Law of Parliament ; that is apother thing. Lord Coke\ 
though a very learned Lawyer, was much miftaken in 
Law of Parliament : Mr Prynne has rediSed him in feve- 
ral miftakes. In the Journal, i King JameSy you will 
find that the King did think, that the ufual Petitions, at 
the beginning of a Parliament, of Accefs to his Perfon, 
&c. were only Afts of Grace, and that: he migljt deny 
them ; but the Houfe humbly reprefented to him, ** That 
thofe things were Petitions of Right, and not of Grace/* 
We have a gracious Prince, and I hope he will not di- 
minifh our Rights and Privileges — Petitions of Right eve- 
ry ordinary perfon claims. If a man be difpoflefled of 
his eftate, he moves the Court by way of Petition of 
Right, and the King cannot deny Writs of Error, and 
Petitions of Right, when demanded. In R. IPs time,' 
there is no mention upon Record, that the Houfe attend- 
ed the King, becaufe the King can take notice of no pro- 
ceeding of the Houfe, till the Houfe communicates it to 
him. The Commons ufually gave notice to the King 
of their choice of a Speaker, that the King might know 
who applied to him. I doubt not but the King is a$ 
gracious as his Grandfather was, and will be convinced 
of our Right in the matter of a Speaker. 

Mr Goring.] Some worthy peribns have taken pains 
to fearch Precedents. I would know, whether any per- 
fon but a Privy Counfellor ufually prppofes a Speaker ? 
and then the King, without doubt, knows before-hand 
who the Speaker is. I have heard Genclemeij formerly 
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allege it, as an exception againfl: Mr S^maury that he W2^» 
a Privy Counfellor, and therefore excepted againft \avsx 
for being Speaker. 

Sir John Cloberry,'] I am glad to fee the Hoiife in fo 
excellent a temper to hear ^ Pebate of as gre^t a con- 
cernment as can come before you. Firft it 13 faid, 
** That the Speaker ought to be prefented by fomc of the 
Privy Council ;" but 1 take it to be the Right of every 
Member to prefent whom he pleafes. Secondly^ '* Whe- 
ther it be our undoubted Right ?" That is iodqbitable, 
the Modrficaticn of the choice. It has been iaflerted by 
the Mafter of the Rolls, and he is pleafed to call the 
prefenting of a Speaker to the King " a compliment 
only v" which doftrine, if true, then we have a ccnfum- 
mate Speaker ; as in Materia prima there is a capacity of 
receiving various forms. The choice of the SpealjLer is 
our undoubted Right,, but the manner totally and inte-r 
grally in our Choice. I will begin with Mr Snmeur^ who 
fat in the Chair but a while ; he made a modeft Excufe, 
and then faid, " The Houfe cannot make a Speaker but 
by the King's Approbation, and he hoped that would be 
the only thing the King would deny this Houfe.** Then, 
as foon *as the King's Negative came down upon Mr Sef- 
fiwur^ it was thought an Infringement of your Privileges, 
There were never any fuch Precedents as for us to adhere 
to our fiift choice. In Hen. VFs time, the Speaker was 
refuled, at his own requeft (Popbam.) . The Law is ten- 
der of creating a difference between the King and his peo- 
ple, and ic may be the King will not deny any Law you 
advife liim, only under this Modificationy " That he has 
Employment for Mr Seymour,^* The ceremony of ex- 
cufing was omitted by Mr Seymour — Now you will re- 
duce the King to fuch a ftrait, as either to give up his 
Prerogative, or difcontent his people. I will not fay 
that we haive power in this matter ; but that we have 
Right is not yet proved. I had rather give my eyes, 
hands, and head, than part with this power, if it be your 
Right i but if it be a flower of the Crown, I would ra- 
ther die than take it away. ^ blot is no blot tiUit he bit.^ 

There-?' 
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Therefore I move, that the thing may be thoroughly de- 
bated, and fee our own title to it, and not carry z dough- 
baked ReprefentaCion to the King, that we cannot main- 
tain. 

Soon after Sir John Cloberry had made an end of his Speech, 
fome merrilv-difpofed Gendemen fent a Note from hand to hand 
about the Houfe, fealed up, with diis fuperfcription : *^ To the 
llight Honourable Lord Ckberios^ Baron D$ugh^bakedy Earl of 
Confummatim and Modification^ Marquefs of Materia Prima* 
Frank Danbyr 

Sir Harhattle GrimJlone,'\ Something fell from Cloberry 
that does a little concern me, of a word flipped from me, 
** That the prcfentingthe Speaker to the King was a com- 
pliment, &c." I fpoke what I meant, viz, *' That the 
Choice of a Speaker is an A61 done by the Houfe, and there 
needed nothing more to be done." When we are called 
by the Authority of the King's Writ, furely it is to do 
fome work, and I believe there never was more work to 
do than now. Nothing but an Act of Omnipotence can 
carry us through it. We carry the Speaker up to the 
Lords Bar, to let the King know whom we have made 
choice of; and he is as much accompliflied to do our 
work, to colled: Debates for a Queftion, that every man 
may fay Aye or No, clearly to the Queftion, as if he was 
prefented to the King, &c. It is not how things will be 
conftrucd elfewhere, but naturally here. When I had the 
honour to ferve here as Speaker, in the Convention, [ 1 660] 
(though the King called it a Parliament, it has not had fince 
fo great a Reputation,) I was then weak in my health ; 
but thus much I remember, that when we were in JDe- 
bates, before the King came hither, I was commanded 
to wait upon the King with the Submifllon of the Houfe, 
and after I had been at the Lords Bar, &c we had oc- 
cafion to carry up Votes. If ever the Speaker had made 
Excufe, and prefented himfelf for the King's Approbation, 
the tranfport of joy for the King's coming might have 
put us upon it. Mr William Pierpoint took exceptions at 
what I then faid at the Lords Bar, viz. ** That I had 
not full ord« for what I faid, and was too lavifh of my 
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tongue." If a Speaker, carried up to the Liords Houie^ 
as Mr Seymour was, and though he excufed not the ac- 
cepting of the Employment, yet faid, " He flood for 
the King's Approbation,*' which he was not inflruAed 
to do, he might well be reprimanded. I am willing to 
comply with any Expedient in this matter j but I would 
not part with our Right* 

Serjeant Mtiynard.] Gentlemen, I will tell you what I 
have obfei ved in my time. Cloberry did well to diftri- 
bute what he had to difcourfe of; but it is not now fea- 
fonable to make a formal determination of the things 
When I heard the Queftion firft, I thought it out of all 
queftion, but it is not fo clear and fatisfaftory to me, 
though I am the King's Serjeant^ and fo fworn to 
maintain the King's Prerogative. — Hannibal ad portaSj 
Catilina intra mccnia. In Hama?ih Confpiracy againft 
the Jezvs^ Ahafuerus gave them liberty to ipeak for 
themfelves, and Haman was hanged upon the fame 
gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. But as to the- 
point in queftion, I had a clear opinion, led by my 
Lord Coke^ of two hundred years pradlice, that in that 
time there was no fuch thing as a public Speaker till 
15 Edw. III. He faid fo, but I find it not. 5 R. II. 
there v^as a prcfentmcnt of a Speaker. I do but ob* 
ferve this, though I do not make any conclufion on 
one fide or other. Sometimes it is found that the 
Speaker goes up to the Lords Houfe, . and exerciies his 
Oratory in excufing himfelf, and fometimes not : But 
never that the Speaker defired the King's Approbation^ 
anciently. This Speaker, Seymour., after you have cholen 
him, makes hisExcufe, and you refufe it,' and he goes up 
to the King and makes it, and carries his Excufe to ano- 
ther place — This is a Breach of your Privilege. That 
of Sir John Fcpham was a real Excufe, and there was a 
neceflity to conftiiute another Speaker, for it is impoflible 
tliat a Kody of this nature can be without a Speaker. It 
may be, I may change my opinion with that modefty 
which becomes me. I know not what clearly to fay in it. 
It is hard that it Iliould ,be the King's Prerogative, and 
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yet never excrcifed ; and to be called " a Compliment,'* 
We may be complimented out of our Right, and this 
Speaker in his Speech has done it. I know not that ever 
any one Speaker was refufed by the King, nor ever any 
anciently that defired Approbation. Pardon me if I 
fay it, we have had fuch. great diforders inlra mcsnia^ of 
Sheriffs Double Returns, &c. that thefe things ipend 
your time ; and your enemies, and Popery, will' grow up- 
on you. Therefore I move, that you will not wave your 
Privilege, nor determine the thing, but take fuch confidc- 
ration in it that you defert not your Right, nor impofe 
upon the King. I am afraid of that objedion againft Mr 
Seymour y his being of the Privy Council — He is fo mucli 
your fervant as to be your Speaker. May not the King 
(hosv you the reafon why he approves not of your choice^ 
Viz. " That he has defigned him for anEmbaffy ?*' — As 
yet he has Ihowed you no reafon. I would not fo much 
J)refs upon the King, but lay afide your Right rather than 
hazard him and the Kingdom. 

Sir Henry Capet.] Some Rights are more in nature 
than others : That cannot be denied. This Right of our 
Speaker, &c. is fo in its own nature. What the Speaker 
defires of the King, " Accefs to his Perfon," is in the 
nature of Parliament, whether it be afked, or no. Whe- 
ther this be of that nature, jiow the Commons have cho- 
fen a Speaker, that we have Right to him, &c. I offer" 
not to determine. Whatever that Right is, there is a time 
of declaring that Right, and I think it the prudence of 
the Houfe not to declafe it now the King is coming 
towards you. As to what is moved, " td appoint fomt 
Gentlemen to draw an humble Addrefs and Keprefenta- 
tion to the King,** we come hither to ferve our King 
and Country, and I am not againft it. 

Mr Vaughan.'] This is an unlucky omen, to ftumble at 
the threfliold, and I rather wonder that from flich excel- 
lent ciufes fhould proceed fuch pernicious effefts. ' We 
have elefted a Speaker, that, one would think, the King • 
had elefted himfclf •, fo acceptable to the King ! You 
fccrh to aflert your Right in the choice of your Speaker. I 
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would know if the King's Anfwer in this manner, with- 
out any caufe (hown, may be repeated ad infinitum ? The 
17th of Richard II. was the firfl: time a Speaker waspre- 
fented to the King on Record — 2 Hen. IV. was the firft 
time the King required you to chufe a Speaker. There 
is a great difference betwixt rejeftion of a Speaker by 
the King, and admitting his Excufe. That being the 
cafe, where do we impofe on the King ? It is advifed» 
" That fome Gentlem.en may withdraw to make a Peti- 
tion by way of Reprefentation, &c ;" but in that I would 
aflert our Right, and I doubt not, but if the King con- 
fults his own Royal Heart, it will have good efFeft. But 
by a Gentleman's Argument, if you have no Privy Coun- 
fellors to propofe, &c. you can have no Speaker chofen, 
and it is not neceflary a Privy Counfellor ihould pro- 
pofe, &c. 

Ordered^ That an humble Reprefentation be made to his 
Majefty, in the matter relating to the Speaker contained in the 

Lord Chancelldr's Speech. 

Tuefdayy March 1 1 . 

Mr Powle reports the Reprefentation, &c. as followB : , 
<( We your Majeft/s moft loyal and dutiful Subjects, the 
Commons in this prefcnt Parliament aflemblcd, do, with all 
obedience, return your Majefty moft hearty Thanks for the fa- 
vourable reception and eracious Anfwer your Majefty was pleafed 
to return to our late Meflage, wherein your Majefty was pleafed 
not only to allow us longer time to deliberate of wnat v^as deli- 
vered to us by the Lord Chancellor, relating to the choice of a 
Speaker, but likcwife to exprefs fo great a care not to infringe our 
Privileges : And we defire your Majefty to bdieve, that no Sub- 
jects ever had a more tender regard, than ourfdves, of the Rights 
of your Majefty, and your Royal Prerogative j which we fhall al- 
ways acknov/legc to be vcftea in the Crown, far the benefit and 
protecStion of your people. And therefore, for the clearing all 
doubts that may arife in your Royal Mind, upon this occafion now 
before us, we crave leave humbly to reprefent to your MajeAja 
that it is the undoubted Right of the Commons to have the free 
Election of one of their Members to be their Speaker, and to per- 
form the fen'icc of the Houfe, and that the Speaker, fb ele&d, 
nnd prefented, according to cuftom, hath, by the conftant prac- 
tice of all former ages, been continued Speaker^ and executed 
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that employment, unlefs fuch perfons have been excufed (or feme 
corporal 4ifeafe, which hath been aUegqd by themfelves, or.fome 
others in their behalf, iafull Parliament. According to this ufage, 
yix Edward Seymour was unanimoufly chofen, upon the coi^- 
deration of his great abilities and fufficiency for that Place, of 
which we had large experience in the laft Parliament, and was 
prefented by us to your Majefty as a perfon we conceived would 
every way be moft acceptable to your Majefty's Royal judg- 
ment : This being the true ftate of the cafe, we do in all humi- 
lity lay it before your Majefty*s view, hoping that your Ma- 
jcOT, upon due confideration of former Precedents, will reft fa- 
tisned with our proceedings, and will not think fit to deprive us 
of fo neceflary a Member, by employing him in any other fervice ; 
but to give us fuch a gracious Anfwer, as your Majefty and 
your Royal Predeceflbrs have always done heretofore, upon the 
like occafions ; that fo we may, without more lofs of time, proceed 
to the difpatch of thofe important affairs, for which we were call- 
ed hither, wherein we doubt not but we fhall fo behave our- 
felves, as to give an ample teftimony to the whole World of our 
duty and affeftion to your Majefty's fervice, and of our care of 
the Peace and Profperity of your Kingdoms.*' 

Ordered^ That Mr Noel^ Mr Powle^ Lord Cavendijh^ Lord 
Ruffel^ Sir Robert Carr^ and Sir yohn Ernlyy do wait on his Ma- 
jefty with the faid Reprefentation. 

Who being returned, Mr PqixjU reports his Majefty's Anfwer; 
which was to this effed: ; 

'* Gentlemen^ 
" All this is but lofs of time; and t> cefore I command you to 
go back to your Houfe, and do as I have directed you.'* 

Debate, 
Mr Sacbeverell. ] I never knew before that fuch a Repre- 
fentation was " lofs of time.*' I took this Reprefentation to 
be as modeft and dutiful as could be. Divers Reprefentati- 
ons have been formerly made to his Majefty, upon feveral 
occafions, and I did exped: that we fhould have had fuch 
an Anfwer to this -, and we m.ight reafonably expe£t as 
gracious an Anfwer as formerly, there being nothing but 
duty in it. But the Gentlemen that gave us this Anfwer, 
would not let the King give us a diredb Anfwer, becaufe 
it would be under examination here. Therefore they have 
taken this courfe. It feems, they think it " lofs of time" 
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to inforni his Majefly of the (late of the bafe about a Spea-^ 
ken But I would addrefs the King again^ In the cafe 
of the Declaration, fome time fince, we did not make one 
Addrefs, but three, and had fome rougher Anfwers from 
his Majefty than this. Let us juftify it to the World, that 
we have done nothing, but in all duty to maintain our 
Rights. And I move, that we may addrefs the King, that 
he Would pleafe to take our Reprefentation into farther 
confideration, and give us a gracious Anfwer. 

Lord Cavendijh.'] I am not of opinion that this in- 
terruption proceeds from the fame Counfels, &c.— The 
laft diflblved Parliament was uneafy to them ; and in this, 
here are too many men of quality and eftates to diminifh 
the Rights of the Crown. On the one fide, I do not fear 
this will break this Parliament ; and on the other fide, I 
would not gratify the defigns of ill men. It is moft pro- 
per for us now to confider, whether this thing will admit 
an Expedient. The Speaker may be made a Lord, a 
Judge, or an Ambaflador •, and that ends the dilpute* 
Whereas fome men fancy that the Speaker is not made 
without the King's Approbation -, if fo, we give up our 
Right — Till the King approves, or rejedls, it is his 
choice of the Speaker, and not ours. I would have ibme 
Gentleman propofe whether there may not be an Expedi* 
ent in this cafe. 

Mr Bennet.'] This is playing at French hot-cocklesi 
I would not, in this, gratify the defigns of ill men, who 
have thrown this bone amongft us. This is to back and 
mount the colt with a fnafRe, and then to bring him on 
to a bitt and curb. This great Aflembly is not to be 
bought nor fold, but, I fear, the laft was* It is an Expe- 
dient, that Mr Seymour comes not to the Houfc ; bis ab- 
fence is an Expedient -, but ftill aflfert your Right. I would 
not have him that is named by the Privy Council^ 
(Meres) but fome other* 

Sir Thomas LeeJ] I never took that for an Expcdidit, 
that was a total quitting of your Right* 1 think. Time is 
precious ; but I do not think that if this matter be not 
quieted, the Parliament will be difTolved. I have feen 
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Anfwers from the King much blacker than this. This 
cafe is of a very great nature, and if once things of this 
kind come to be refined by diftindjions in Debate, we may 
refine away the greateft Privileges we have. One Parli- 
ament called fo foon after another has not been for fomc 
time. That called in 1640 fat but three weeks, and the 
King repented half an hour after he had difTolved it, and 
then another was called ; and there is no danger to the 
Kingdom though we are fent away. And wherein does a 
new Parliament differ ? They are the People ftill in ano- 
ther Parliament, and I hope no man will be alarmed 
with that, I wonder not that Mr Seymour is abfent ; he 
knows not what place to fit in, without difpleafing the 
King, The King anfwers your Reprefentation, " that 
this is lofing time," and there is nothing remaining 
upon your Books \Yhom you have chofcn for Speaker 
(for till you are quaHfied by the Tefts yoM can enter no-~ 
thing v) but it is entered upon the Lords Books, " That 
your choice of Mr Seymour is difcharged, and you are 
direded to chufe another man/* And what Privilege will 
you gain by an Expedient ? V/hen the practice has been 
always with you of chufing, you will g^t no reputation 
by an Expedient. I would addrefs the King again in 
this, &c. and hope for fuccefs. When Stcx^tdiXY JVilUam" 
fon was committed to the Tower^ the lafi: Parhament, the 
Commons had an Anfwer, &c. and rougher things fol- 
lowed : The Aft for the Militia was rejefted. But if you 
addrefs again, I hope the King will anfwer you by the 
advice of his Council. 

Mr VaughanS\ Your Queftion is not now, whether you 
fhall infilt upon Mr Seymour for Speaker, &c, but your 
being called hither to confult de arduis regni negotiis. 
When your Privileges are invaded, what way have you 
to do what you came hither for ?,I fpeak now becaufe 
the Parliament is ruining — Perhaps our Prince is mifin- 
formed, and he does not look upon our Paper, nor confi- 
der it. Whatever you do afterwards, prefs your Paper 
now ; but at the beginning of a Parliament, do not give 
up your Right. 

■ -Mr 
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Mr Williams. 'I This is no " lofs of time,** but will be 
*' lofs of Riglit," if you infift not upon your Privileges. 
And plainly, if the Right be with us, Ihall we fit ftill, tod 
let it be invaded ? ^ And you, in Parliament give away the 
Right of Parliament ? Acquiefce in your Right, one way 
or other, and have a fair QUeftion for it, and part not 
with it fo eafily. 

Colonel Birch.] I (peak at this tinrie undef fome difbr- 
der and great fear. This matter before us requires as 
great and ferious confideration as any thing that has hap* 
pened in my time. When the laft Parliament left things, 
many things concerning the Gentlemen in the Tczver 
were undifcovered ; and many were under the fcsur of it. 
This is fo plain a thing, that fcarce a man but will be 
dcfcanting upon this point. Undoubtedly your Spea- 
ker is chofen, and ought not to be rcjefted without caule 
fhown why ; but thofe are not true confequences, ** That 
the King may, by the fame reafon, refufe all Speakers and 
Bills too." I defire to do that here, that, if any mifchief 
follows upon it, we may anfwer it. We have fliown our 
opinion of Mr Seymour^ and have ftuck to him as long as 
we could. It feems, the King has occafion for him, and 
you may chufe a third perfon ; whoever does this, I am apt 
to think, will do more. I defire nor^ will prejudgp^-^ 
Greater things than this muft be debated. Whoever threw 
in the bone, the King will fee that we ftcp over this to 
oblige him — I hope he will let us go currently in our 
bufinefs. The King's Anfwer to me looks as if lomc- 
thing was refolved on, and then I doubt whether wc are 
able to anfwer to God and thofe that lent us hither, in 
the refult, if we too much infift upon our Right, &c. In 
the choice of a third perfon, it lofes not our liberty, but, 
I believe gains a ftep. 

Mr IVilliam HarbordJ] I was never reduced to io great 
a ftrait how to give my opinion, as I am now. DW I 
think this was giving up your Rights, I would be the 
laft man that fhould give my confcnt to it, I think the 
King has power to deny his approbation of a Speaker. 
Suppofe it fi^ould fo fall out that any Parliament fhould 
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make choice of a Speaker to-day, . and that Gentlemaa 
Ihould be ,fo unhappy as to wound any man, and that 
man be in danger of his life, and the King fhould fay» 
" I am informed of fuch a thing :" — Or that the Speaker 
you had chofen had had a hand in this Conipiracy of the 
Papifls — He was taken down to Order by 

Sir Har bottle Grimftone.] Really we are in great difdr- 
der, as to Arguments, on both fides. The point in Debate 
is the King's Approbation and Reprobation of a Speaker 
chofen — As well give it up and monfirari digitis — The 
Speaker we . have chofen, Mr Seymour^ has declared his 
abilities — And fome Speakers may fo fpoil a Queftion that 
you may never do any bufinefs. If the King has fuch a 
Prerogative, that the King may fay *' No" to our choice, 
it may ferve a turn to knock another Speaker down 
as well as this, and fo we fliall become utterly ufelefs to 
the intent we were fent hither for. In this great ftrait, 
if an Expedient could be found out, if we could make 
our Claim on Record, as well as the King's Refufal on the 
Lords Book ; — but that appears there, and ours does not, 
and is no where for us. As this now (lands, were there 
not fomething elfe in the cafe, we would eafily part 
with it. It is a great advantage for the King to let up 
his Throne in the hearts of his people — There will be 
great difficulty in an Expedient in this matter; and that 
muft be with great patience and kindnefs to hear one ano- 
ther. If the King pleafes to call Mr Seymour to the Lords 
Houfc, all is free and at liberty, and we may proceed to 
the choice of another, and our Privileges will be fafe, &c. 
But fince we are between two rocks, it becomes prudent 
men to go where the leaft danger is — But I know not 
what to propofe. 

Sir Edward Bering. 1 I am not fo fuperftitious, that, 
bccaufe we ftumbled at the threfhold, we Ihould leave off 
our journey -, and I hope we fliall be at our journey's end. 
I hoped, that, after two or three days, and theconfidera- 
tion of the merits of the perfon, and our choice, the King 
Y^ould have admitted Mr Seymour^ &c. But feeing he does 
not, I would proceed to another choice. There is no 
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Precedent direftly in the cafe, of our power, &c. In this 
doubtful cafe, I would confider in prudence what is to be 
done. Ail know our diflatisfaclions at home, and that 
we have a powerful enemy abroad. We have a reftlels 
fadtion at home of Papifts. We are in a very bad and 
hclplcfs coxidition. Suppofe the King fhould diiiblve thi^ 
Parliament,. upon this point, and call another, it will be 
a dii'couragement to Gentlemen to come again 5 and if there 
be no other confequence of our pains than to fit but a week. 
Gentlemen will not be ambitious of that truft, Confider, 
whether we cai. anfwer it to the Country, if we break upon 
this point. If it be faid, " That if the King refufe^ one 
Speaker, he may refufe five. hundred, and has not re? 
fufcd any, thefe hundreds of years," that is a ftrangp 
inference. 1 think it the bed Expedient to chufe a thuH 
Perfon. 

Mr Garro'vooy.'] I am not much frighted, nor much 
invited to fit, fince I, find, at the beginning, what enter- 
tainment you are likely to have at the latter end of the Par- 
liament. We are only unhappy that the King does not 
confider our Reprefentation — Let us try the King, whe- 
ther he will or no, for one day. I would not yield up 
our Right, and, I believe, the King will find out an Expe- 
dient, and neither infringe your Liberty nor his own Pre-? 
rogative. I have known whole Seflions defeated in a day, 
by a Prorogation, and if this be done, by the lameCoun- 
fel it may be again. I pray that, with all duty ima^n^r 
ble, the King may be farther addrcfifed in the matter; and 
if he will not give us an Anfwer, then I would put the 
Queftion of our Ri^ht. 

Sir "Thomas Clarges,] This point of Prerogative, that 
has (luck thefe hundreds of years, will raife that other 
fcruple to break you. 'There is great difference betwixt 
matters of Grace and m.atters of Right. This of chufing 
our Speaker, &c. is fo much of the Eflence of Parliar 
ment, that we cannot part with it. When was any Speaker, 
that was prefented, ever refufed ? If nothing of that 
be, but abfoKite power in the'King -, fuppofe five or fix 
Subfidies iliould be demanded, and you mal^e at>plicatibn 
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to the King, and reprefent, " That the Commons are poor 
and cannot raife them all/' and the King fliould anfwer, 
" Go your ways, confider what I have faid, and raife 
them" — I am afraid that, when you have chofen your 
Speaker, and that is over, ftill you will have blocks an4 
interpofitions in the way, and ill Counfellors will be en- 
couraged to advife yet worfe. The fame Anfwer may 
be given to our three requefts of " Freedom of Speech, 
&c." which are ufually made by the Speaker, &c. In i 
James^ the Commons made a long Reprefentation of their 
Right to thofe three Privileges of Parliament. If my 
Borough that I ferve for fliould aflc me, " Why we did 
not chufe another Speaker ?" I will anfwer, ** Becaufe I 
will not part with their Right." I advife, therefore, that 
we do as was done in the former King's time, in the 
Petition of Right; that we apply to the King for a bet- 
ter Anfwer to our Reprefentation. 

Serjeant Maynard,'] This is not a Queftion to put the 
ruin of a Nation upon. The laft Parliament, purfuing 
things with zeal and truth, yet were diflblved. I could 
not have believed it. I believe that Gentlemen have in 
this matter fpoken their hearts, and I believe I fliall fpeak 
mine too. What k your evidence for this Right that you 
pretend to ? From R. IPs and Hen. I Vs time, there has been 
no denial of the Speaker that you have chofen, &c. Be- 
caufe it has not been denied, cannot it be denied ^ Why 
do you let the Speaker excufe himfelf at the Lords Bar, 
and not accept his Excufe here ^, If a man can fliow 
^he fruits of his ancient poflefTion, though his evidence 
be loft, yet that goes a great way. It is faid, " By 
this we fhall lofe our Privilege, and Speakers may be 
rejefted without end." It cannot be prefumed that 
our Speakers will be rejcfted till one be got for the 
turn ; that will be too grofs. We come here for the good 
of the King's Crown, and the Government, and Pofterity, 
as well as for our own prefent good. If we demand juft 
Laws of the King, he grants or rejefts them, and it is 
fnatter of Grace, and not of Right ; and that is a greater 
^Prerogative than rejefting or accepting a Speaker. That 
' which 
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which aftonifhes me is, we have dangers at home and 
abroad — This matter of Right is not clear to me. But 
It is clear that we fhall be ruined by a breach with the 
King. 

Mr Sollicitor J^/»fi&.] I think it a good Expedient to 
chufe a third perfon for Speaker, and I think it not fit to 
reprefent to the King what he has twice denied us. The 
King's negative power is as much as chufing a Speaker 
— Not all one. — 

Mr Vaughan.'] What higher Teftimony caa a Subjeft 
have for all he has than Records ? — I would not fhow the 
way here to cancell Records. When we confider that 
thirty Laws were broken by the Declaration for Liberty 
of Confcience, and Money given for a Fleet, and we had 
no Fleet, Money for an Army, and no War, what can- 
not we fuppofe ? What remedy can we have, when the 
King will not fo much as look upon our Petition, that 
has all our Rights ? — The fame Counfel put him upon 
this. This is but beginning to ride a Parliament. Lan- 
guifhing perfbns take phyfic, not out of hopes to be cur- 
ed, but to prolong their life ibme ti(ne. \ fear that may be 
our cafe. 

Colonel 7V/«j.] There are not worfe Counfels than 
have been given by thofe about the King, and I expeft 
no better from them. Nobody will deny that the choice 
of a Speaker is in the Houfe. Lord Coke grants that the 
choice of a Speaker is a Conge d^elir e--^But the Bifhop is 
chofen, in effect, and" named by the King -, but the 
Speaker is not. Let Gentlemen Ihew me any Law or 
ufage to the contrary. If there be none, we have reafon 
to think the King has no Right, &c. and fomething is at 
the bottom that we know not of. A Speaker has been 
chofen, and laid afide ; but never but incafc of difabi- 
lit/ ; as in Sir John Pophamh cafe. Cheney was chofen 
here, and was excufed, and Sir John D^rwood was chofea 
in his place, and til! he came up to the Lords to be pre- 
fenccdj &c. the King did not know of any body that was 
c.h )ren. We al! know that anciently the firft demand 
Iroiii tlie Coin mens v/as, " That the King would he. 
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pl^^ied to confirm MagnaCbarta and Cbarta de Fcrefia.^* 
I would know whether the King had a Right to annul! thofe 
L»aw5; and that the people were not puniftied for break- 
ing them ? I fuppofe this to be our Right (for all are not - 
of equal moment) and all are bound to aflert it, yet not 
to venture their necks upon it. This matter is not of 
that laft importance as to venture the Kingdom upon it. 
If the King denies one or two Speakers, he may deny ten» 
till he have one to ferve a turn : It is poflible, but not 
probable. The words of the Writ that calls us hither 
are, " to confult de quihufdam arduis Regni negotiis'' — and 
all that is to give Money : An empty Exchequer, and a full 
Houfe ! . Will the King lofe his Money, do you think, 
by putting by forty Speakers ? I would not have that 
Argument pafs, that if we chufe not another Speaker, we 
ihall be diflblved. When once a Parliament is fo fond of 
their places, and fo fearful of a Diffolution, that Parlia- 
ment did never do any good. Gentlemen did not expedt 
fuch an Anfwer from the King ; but when I confider who 
was the Counfellor of it, I wonder not at all at it. I 
move you to adjourn till to-morrow morning eight of 

the clock. 
The Debate was accordingly adjourned by the Clerk. 

Wednefday^ March 12. 

[The adjourned Debate refumed.] 

Sir John Cloherry.'\ Moves, that the Queftion may be 
put for the chufing another Speaker. 

Mr 7renchardJ\ The King has no right to rejeft our 
Speaker, but ancient ufage has been to the contrary. 
Confider the nature of the thing ; if the cafe be doubtful, 
we ought to infift upon it. It is a great inconvenience 
to die Houfe to have no Speaker; and more for the 
King ; and where it is fo, it ought to turn the fcales. We 
are told of " dangers abroad and at home." But that is 
more to give Warrant for us to give our Rights away. 
Thofe perfons who formerly have made mifunderftand- 
ings betwixt the King and Parliament, I fee, will continue 
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it : As yet you cannot honourably admit of an Expedient. 
At preient, you have humbly addrefled the King, by way 
of Reprefencation of your Cafe •, and the King hais given 
you fuch an Anfwer as was never yet given to any Houfe 
of Co:7imons. You expofe the honour of the Houfe 
to cenfure, if you give up your Right upon fuch a flight 
Anfwer. I would therefore addrels the King for a farther 
Anfwer. 

Sir Hu^b CbclmcrJelcy.'] As far as I can guefs, this 
Quefticn is better to be left undetermined than determin- 
ed. If the King can refufe a Speaker, he may refufe fe- 
veral. If the King has not liberty, &c. he cahhot dif- 
place, upon excufe of infirmity. We had better b^n 
anew, and leave it as it was. It was moved, '^ That the 
King might caufe nothing of this matter to be entered 
u[)on the Lords Journal," I propofe that way as( moft 
expedient. 

Sir John Knight.^ You have adjourned that very De- 
bate to this day, and your Right of chufing the Speiaker 
is your proper Debate, and you can go - upod nothing 
elfe. 

Sir Harbottle Grinjhne.'] It has been our work four 
or five days to find out an Expedient in this matter^ and 
we cannot. The King has been fo advifed, that we chufo 
any Member but one •, which is as much as to fay, *' Chuie 
whom you will but twenty.*' Except one, and except 
twenty. It was a faying of King JameSy " That when 
he called a Parliament, he let down his Prerogative to his 
people; but when he diflblved a Parliament, he tdok it up 
again ; not for his pleafure, but for his power/* If ohe 
Addrefs will not do, I am for a fecond and a thifdtOlbe 
King. 

Sir John Hewley.'] I would ferve my ifeui^ and hiy 
Country, but cannot be in a capacity to givfe pp diis, 
now we have debated the matter, arid give ujptite.icsufe 
for ever. Shall not we have our tongue to fpeiiBJc otifr 
own words ? As for that Precedent in Lord Cokis^ &c<k 
Judges do not concern themfelves in Parliament,, and 
that is the reafon th^ look not ifito th(ii£ ca|c^ But I 
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believe, if Lord Coke had been here at this Debate, he 
would have changed his opinion. For continuance of 
this Privilege for two hundred years is great authority. 
But it is faid, " Ab initio nonfuitfic " — It is a voluntary 
Aft, and no pofitive Law ; a thing done only out of re- 
fpeft to the King. It is faid, " That a Speaker has been 
rejefted by the King, and that is an evidence of the 
King's Power" — But that is materially on our fide ; excef- 
Ho probat regulam in non exceptis. Sir John Popham^ who 
was rejected, was fick. This perfon^ Mr Seymour ^ not dif- 
ftbling himfelf by any excufe^ and being a perfon fo near 
the King as a Counfellor, it is no breach of refpedt 
to the King to make another Addrefs, &c. I look upon 
it as an undoubted Privilege of the people, and it may 
prove fatal to give it up, when for two hundred years 
never any Speaker was prefented to the King, but Pop^ 
i?am, and he for the caufe of his difability, &c. When 
Serjeant Philips was chbfen Speaker, and placed in the 
Chair, he iflued out his Warrant for Writs, and the Great 
Seal obeyed them, before he was confirmed by the King. 
The King fays, or generally by the Lord Chancellor, 
*' Go, and chufe your Speaker^" not " Go to your Houfe, 
and chufe whom I nominate," but '' Chufe your Speaker :" 
Shall this be taken away by a fide-wind? Afa5lo ad jus 
non valet ccnfequentia, Th6 Speaker is our fervant, and 
is he to obey his mafl:er, or no ? Though the Speaker be 
the greateft Commoner of England^ yet he is not the 
greateft Comm.unity of England, To have a fervant im*- 
pofed upon a man, though by the King himfelf, will not 
be fufFered by any private matter, or merchant •, and fliall 
the Commons oi England endure it ? The reafon of it will 
give you light. The cafe oi Mitton^ in Lord Coke^ fourth 
Keporcs: The King created a Sheriffof a County; the She- 
riff, by virtue of his Office, makes his Under-Shcriff ; but 
the King created an Under-Sheriff. The Judges agreed that 
the King could not do it, becaufe the High Sheriff^ was to 
anfwer for his Dc^puties, if the King cannot. Shall the King 
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put a tongue into our mouths, to Ipeak for us ? I wonld 
make a Re-Addrefs to the King, as has been moved. 

Sir John Rerejly.] If you put the King upon a Diliblu- 
tion of the Parliament upon this point, though fomc 
Gentlemen Tay, " they do not fear it, becaufe of the 
King's neceflity for Money-," the King's neceflity i$ 
his people's neceflity ; and if we have fo little confidera*- 
tion of the King's neceflity, the King may have as little 
of ours J therefore I move that you will nominate a {econd 
or third perfon, &c. 

Sir Thomas Ex ton.] I ftiall not enter into the Debate <rf 
the King's Prerogative in this matter. That has been 
fufficiently fpoken to, and I can add nothing. I am 
not of opinion, that to wave it now is to give it up for 
ever. The City is on fire, and one comes and blows up 
my Houfe, which is my Right, but upon that extremity 
1 wave it. No man will fay that this is our Right; and 
as the King has given up his Right by our free choice of 
a Speaker^ as he has direded you, it is no yielding the 
point. 

Mr Garroway.] It is the confl:ant method of Parlia- 
ment, that, upon an adjourned Debate, the QueftioH 
ought to be read. 

it was read accord mgly. 

Sir Edward Bering.'] It feems to me, all circumftances 
confidered, the conftant practice to the contrarv — ^Thc 
Mace comes down from the Lords Houfe before the 
Speaker, and does not go up before him. It came not 
down now before liim ; and I believe Mr Seymour did not 
think himfelf well fettled in the Chair without the King's 
allowance; and what difficulty would the Gentleman be 
in, were he here ? Many of thofe Privileges we now en- 
joy are of later date than this we now pretend to. That 
the King can refufe a Speaker, upon reafon given, we fee 
has been, and the King has now given a reafon, why he 
approves not of your choice ; " Becaufe he has employ- 
ment for Mr Seymour in another place.*' In fome boolu,. 
we find we have alked the Lords confent. Onjlaiv^ when 
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Speaker here, was called by Writ to the Lords Houfe to 
affift there, and he was fent down hither again upon re- 
queft of the Conunons, I move that a third man may 
be chofen. 

Mr Bennet.'] It is your flight to chufe your Speaker, 
and to turn him out too. When you re-addrefs the King, 
1 would confider who put this bone amongft us •, and put 
that into the Addrefs. I am not afraid of diflblving. He 
that did this will keep it inch by inch, and upon Hue and 
Cry 5' this man (Danby) is as remarkable in the North, 
as fomebody (Clifford J) was in the Weft. 

Mr JVilliams,'] Your Debates ought to be applied to 
your Queftion. To debate, that it is the Right of the 
. Houfe to chufe, and the King to refufe a Speaker, I am 
forry to hear that now, when your Reprefentation to the 
King has plainly aflerted the thing. When that appears to 
be your general Opinion, I take it to be a very ftrange 
thing now to debate the contrary. But fince you arc 
gone out of the way, pray come in again and aflert your 
Right. Prerogative does and muft confift, and the ef- 
fence of it, as much in Cuftom as any of our Privileges. 
Now the bufinefs of the five days is to make a Precedent 
in your Houfe againft yourfelves as it were. Dr Exton^ who 
is in another orb of the Law, would let your Right fleep 
. now, to refume * it another time. Now Popery and fo- 
reign fears are upon us ! I have ever obferved, that Pre- 
rogative once gained was never got back again, and our 
Privileges loft are never reftored. What will become of 
you when a Popifh Succeflbr comes, when in King Charles 
IPs time, the beft of Princes, you gave up this Privilege ? 
When you have the oppreflion of a Tyrant upon you, 
and all ill Counfels upon you, what will become of you ? 
Now you have none to ftruggle with, but ill Counfellors 
and a good Prince. I will lay this as heavy upon Coun- 
ffellors as any man can lay it upon man. I am as willing 
xp heal as any man, but can you lay this afide with ho- 

* See Sir Thomas Exton^s Speech above. He was a Member for 
the Univerfity of Cwnbridgey and LL. D. 
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Hour, having reprefented it already ? He that tnadb th^s 
Queftion cannot want another to play with, and then you 
will be fent home maimed in your Privileges^ wounded 
in your body. This is gagging the Commons of Eng- 
land^ and like an Italian revenge, damning the foul firft, 
and then killing the body. The Reprefentation you have 
delivered, is very moderately penned ; and will ybu receive 
this manner of anfwering ? When you have prefented art 
humble Petition, what fort of Anfwer do you receive ? 
Do you not, by laying this afidc, fet up a worfe Prece- 
dent than you have had an Anfwer ? I have that in my 
mind which I cannot fo well exprefs, but Gentlemen may 
eafily imagine. By good Counfel, the King may heal 
all this, but it will never be in the power of the Houfe 
of Commons to retrieve it, if you give up your Right. 

The fecond humble Reprefentation to his Majcfty: 
*' Moji Gracious Sovereign^ 

*' Whereas by the gracious Anfwer your Majefly was picafed 
to give to our firft Meflagc in Council, whereoy your Majefty 
was pleafed to declare a refolution not to infringe our juft Rights 
and Privileges, we, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Com- 
mons, were encouraged to make an humble Reprefentation to 
your Majefty upon the choice of our Speaker, which on Tui^daj 
laft was prefented to your Majefty by fome of our Members, we 
do, with great trouble and infinite forrow, find by the Report that 
was made to us, by thofe Members at their return, that your Ma- 
jcfly was plealed to give an immediate Anfwer to the fame, without 
taking any farther confideration thereof; which, wc are perfuad- 
ed, if your Majefty had done, what we tlien offered to your Ma- 
jefty would have fo far prevailed upon your Royal Judgment, as 
to have given your M?jcfty fatisfadtion, as to the reafonabJenefs 
thereof, and preferved us in your Mrjcfty's favourable opinion of 
our Proceedings : And fmce we do humbly conceive, that thfc 
occafion of this Queftion hath arifen from your Majefty's not be- 
ing truly informed of the ftate of the cafe, we humbly bcfcech 
your Majefty to take the faid Reprefentation into your farther 
confideration, and to give us fuch a gracious Anfwer, that we 
may be put into a capacity to nianifeft our readinefs to enter into 
thofe confultations which neceffarily tend to the prefervation and 
welfare of your Majefty and your Kingdoms/' 

Ordered^ That this be prefented to his Majefty by the fiune 
Members that prefented the other Reprefentation. 

Ux 


